Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28774218_0002 


\ 


CASES 

# 

IN 

✓ 

MIDWIFERY 


VOLUME  SECOND. 


I 


% 


> 


t . 


A 


' ■ 


> 


i / 


. 1 


*■ 


r - 


r . 


X 


-r  r r 

x * 


* * 

. 


T 


•*  4 

» » 


'.  * ; " ; '■ 


i .1  \ > ■/ 


*% 


« 


bA? 


CASES 


I N 


MIDWIFERY; 


WITH 


REFERENCES,  QUOTATIONS,  and  REMARKS. 


B Y 


WILLIAM  PERFECT , Surgeon, 


o P 


WEST-MALLING,  IN  KENT. 


WTILIA  SELKGIT,  NSCRSSARIA  PSTEND1T,  SIC  UTILS.” 

Saglivi, 

VOLUME  SECON 


ROCHESTER: 

PRINTED  FOR  THE  AUTHOR,  BY  T.  FISHER; 

AND  SOLD  BT 

J.  DODSLEY,  PALL-MALL  ; AND  J.  BEW,  PATER- 
NOSTER-ROW, LONDON. 


MDCCLXXXIIl: 


rp 

1 HE  FIRST  VOLUME  of  thefe  CASES, 
Svo , (Price  Six  Shillings)  is  fold  by  the  Book- 
sellers mentioned  in  the  Title-page, 


CASES  of  INSANITY  ; the  EPILEPSY  ; 
HYPOCHONDRIAC  AFFECTION  ; HY- 
STERIC PASSION;  and  NERVOUS  COM- 
PLAINTS. The  Second  Edition,  with  many 
interefling  Additions.  Svo.  Price  Three 
Shillings. 


Of  whom  may  be  had,  lately  publijhed , by  the  fame 

Author , 


^yTCq\ 


% 

\ 

ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE  Author  would  have  fulfilled  his 
promife  of  bringing  out  this  Second 
Volume  fooner,  had  not  its  publication 
been  retarded  by  thofe  interruptions 
which  are  common  to  his  Profeffion. 
He  embraces  the  prefent  opportunity  to 
acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  his  obli- 
gations to  thofe  Gentlemen  who  have  fo 
kindly  contributed  to  this  Collection. 

From  the  favourable  reception  which 
attended  the  former  Volume  of  thefe 
Cafes,  he  trulls  that  the  prefent  will 
be  treated  with  equal  candour. 
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“ DEAR  SIR,  ‘ 

T 

JL  WAS  called  to  a woman  about 

<!  four  miles  from  this  town,  who  told  me  fhe 
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u had  fullered  much  Irom  two  former  labours  ; 
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the  lafl,  about  three  years  before,  and  that  fhe 
had  mifcarried  fince  that  time,  about  the  end  of 

i 

the  fifth  month  ; that  fhe  was  now  nearly  four 
months  gone  with  child;  had  been  in  violent 
pain  ; voided  her  urine  with  difficulty ; was  cof- 
tive;  had  bearing-down  pains ; and  that  a fmall 
difcharge  of  blood  appeared  from  the  vagina  ; 
the  pulfe  being  firong,  I took  away  fome 
blood  from  the  arm  to  relieve  her  cohivenefs, 
ordered  an  emollient  clyfler,  and  gave  her 
a nitrous  emulfion,  with  a ,fufficient  quan- 
tity of  Jyrupus  t mtcomo , to  alleviate  her 
pains,  and  induce  fleep,  of  which  fhe  had 
had  but  a fmall  fliare  for  the  two  preceding 
nights.  I advifed  a recumbent  poflure,  and 
as  little  exercife  or  motion  as  poffible;  the 
next  day  I found  her  eafier ; fhe  had  refled 
better,  but  hill  complained  of  a frequent  de- 
fire to  make  water,  and  an  uncommon  bear- 
ing-down ; but,  upon  the  whole,  thought  her- 
felf  rather  better,  entertained  hopes  that  flic 
ffiould  not  mifcarry,  and,  that  thefe  fymp- 
toms  would  abate,  therefore  rejc&ed  any  fur- 

“ thcr 
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14  iher  advice;  but  two  days  after  I was  fent 
41  for  again,  when  I found  her  complaining 
4‘  of  great  pain  ; (lie  palled  her  urine  with  dif- 
44  ficultv,  and  frequently  was  not  able  to  void 
*'  a drop;  fhe  had  not  been  at  ftdol  fince  the 
44  clyfler,  and  had  fometimes  violent  ffrain- 
“ ings : on  examination,  I perceived  the  uterus 
4‘  to  be  pufhed  out  from  without  the  os  externum 
“ to  the  fize  of  a large  turnip;  I endeavoured  to 
44  find  the  os  internum , but  its  fuperior  fituation 
“prevented  me;  nor  could  I difcover  exaclly 
44  how  far  the  vagina  protruded  with  the  defcend- 
“ ing  uterus . I ordered  emollient  fomentations 
14  and  a clyiler  to  empty  the  return:  foon  after 
44  which,  I drew  off  near  two  quarts  of  water 
44  with  the  catheter,  and  at  bed-time  admin if- 
14  tered  an  anodyne;  the  next  morning  I vifited 
44  her,  and  finding  the  tumor  much  leffened, 
“ reduced  the  prolap fus , and  introduced  a fmall 
44  peffary  of  cork,  being  firfl  well  lubricated, 
44  along  the  anterior  part  of  the  vagina , defiring 
44  that  the  patient  might  keep  her  bed  entirely, 
“ which  was  complied  with  for  fome  days : 
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during  whicli  time,  I kept  her  body  gently 
“ open  by  mild  laxatives;  but  as  the  urine  did 
not  pafs  freely,  and  was  totally  flopped,  I 
“ was  obliged  again  to  evacuate  the  urine  by  the 
“ catheter.  I confined  her  ftill  to  her  bed,  kept 
“ her  on  a light  cooling  regimen,  and  flie  was 
“ pretty  well  for  a few  days;  but  imprudently 
getting  out  of  bed  in  hafle,  fhe  was  fuddenly 
“ feized  with  pain  and  bearing-down,  and  mif- 
“ carried  before  anv  affiftance  could  reach  her  • 
“ ^ie  prolapfion  of  the  womb  became  now  as 
<s  great  as  ever,  with  this  difference  only,  that  it 

“ felt  much  fofter,  and  the  reduction  of  the 

\ 

“ tumor  was  eafily  effected  as  the  woman  laid 
“on  her  back;  and,  by  taking  every  neceffary 
“ care  of  her  fince,  I have  the  pleafure  to  ac- 
44  quaint  you,  that  file  now  feems  in  a fair  train 
u of  recovery. 

“ I am,  with  much  refpefi,  Seed’ 
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“ DEAR  SIR, 
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OUR  cafe  of  the  prolapfion  I 
have  this  day  received,  and  know  not  how  you 
could  have  treated  it  more  judicioufly.  I am 
pleafed  you  was  fo  lucky  as  to  fave  the  wo- 
man. Prolapji  uteri  are  ever  dangerous,  and 
require  the  niceft  attention.  Great  fkill  and 
experience  are  often  required  in  the  redu&ion  ; 
a rclapfe  often  eludes  our  utmofl  care,  and, 
in  geflation,  is  feldom  to  be  prevented,  till, 
by  the  eafy  and  quiet  fituation  of  the  pati- 
ent, the  uterus  rifes  fufficieptly  high  in  the 
pelvis y to  hinder  any  future  defeenfion  j and, 
as  much  time  muft  elapfe  before  this  can  hap- 
pen , the  cure  is  feldoin  efFecled  thereby  j but 
refl,  a free  difeharge  of  urine,  &c.  will  much 
conduce  thereto.  I aip,  Sec.” 
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CASE  LXXJ. 


On  May  31,  1775.  the  wife  of  a farmer  in 
this  neighbourhood,  after  a very  flow  and  pain- 
ful labour,  was  delivered  by  a midwife  ; who, 
after  waiting  fome  time,  in  expe&ation  of  ob- 
taining the  fecundines , at  length  was  induced  to 
pull  with  very  great  force  at  tli c funis,  by  which 
they  came  along,  and  fhe  thought  the  detach- 
ment of  them  thoroughly  effected ; but  was 
much  difappointed,  when,  upon  bringing  them 
clear  of  the  os  externum , fhe  perceived  the  pla- 
centa not  to  be  feperated  by  her  utmofl  endea- 
vours, it  was  fo  clofely  attached  to  the  fundus 
uteri:  in  this  extremity,  fhe  was  fo  very  igno- 
rant, as  not  to  attempt  an  immediate  redu&ion 
of  the  protruding  parts;  her  embarraffment 
could  not  be  concealed,  and  the  attendants  in- 
filled 
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fifled  upon  my  being  called;  I came  accord- 
ingly, and  finding  the  parts  in  the  fituation  as 
before  defcribed  returned  them ; the  pa- 
tient was  very  languid  and  faint : f recruited 
her  ftrength  and  fpirits  with  fmall  quantities  of 
white  caudle,  in  which  a little  brandy  was 
mixed,  and  waited  near  four  hours,  in  hopes, 
that  the  uterus  would  contrail  and  expel  the 
placenta ; but,  although  fome  contra&ion  of  it 
enfued,  yet  the  placenta  flill  adhered  thereto : 
upon  which,  I thought  it  mod  prudent  to  lend 
Nature  fome  affiftance ; to  which  purpofe,  the 
funis  ferved  as  a dire&ion  to  my  hand  into  the 
uterus ; but  here  I was  at  a lofs  to  plainly  diflin- 
guifh  the  round  edge  of  the  placenta,  it  kept  in 
fuch  conta£l  with,  and  fo  flri&ly  adhered  to  the 
uterus',  I therefore  perforated  it  with  my  fingers, 
and  detached  it  ail  round  as  carefully,  and  with 
as  much  deliberation  as  poffible,  and  brought  it 
away  without  any  further  trouble.  I adminif- 
tered  an  anodyne  to  the  patient ; and  upon  vifiting 
her  the  next  morning,  found  fhe  had  had  a good 
repofe,  perfpired  freely,  and  that  the  lochia  had 
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been  in  fufficient  quantity ; as  no  extraordinary 
circumftance  happened  to  retard  her  recovery, 
fhe  was  pretty  well  at  the  month’s  end ; but  be- 
ing naturally  of  lax  fibres,  and  a delicate  conlli- 
tution,  (lie  did  not  recover  her  ufual  degree  of 
ftrength  for  fome  months,  and  not  even  then, 
without  the  free  ufe  of  tonic  remedies.  It  was 
a very  fortunate  circumftance,  that  in  this  inver- 
fion  of  the  womb,  which  happened  from  the  vio- 
lence deferibed,  no  uterine  hemorrhage  enfu- 
ed;  otherwife,  the  confequence  might  have 
proved  as  fatal  4s  irt  the  following  Cafe. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXII. 

rJi  ^ HE  unhappy  fubjefl  of  which,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1777 . after  a fevere  labour  of  three  days 
and  nights,  in  which  fhe  was  attended  by  a mid- 
wife, loft  her  life  by  the  hafty  and  violent  man- 
ner of  her  pulling  at  the  funis ; by  which  means 
an  entire  inversion  of  the  womb  was  brought  on, 
and  before  any  alfiHance  could  be  obtained,  the 
uterus  not  being  in  a fituation  to  contrafl  and 
clofe  the  veffels,  a profufe  hemorrhage  fuper- 
vened ; and  I came  only  in  time  to  be  a tacit 
fpeflator  of  the  poor  woman’s  death.  The  fun- 
dus, from  the  violence  which  had  been  ufed, 
was  entirely  pulled  through  the  os  uteri;  a fad 
inftance  of  ignorance  and  inexperience,  which 
ought  to  caution  the  female  praflitioner  againit 
hurry  and  rafhnefs  in  extrafling  the  placenta  ; 

which, 
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which,  when  retained  beyond  its  ufual  time,  by 
any  extraordinary  adhefion  or  the  fudden  and 
llrong  contra<dion  of  the  womb ; or,  where  there 
is  only  a partial  detachment  of  it,  and  confe- 
quently  a flooding  enfues.  I fay,  in  ail,  or  ei- 
ther of  thefe  cafes,  file  will  ever  find  it  much 
more  redound  to  her  credit  and  reputation,  to 
diftruft  her  own  abilities,  and  have  timely  re- 
courfe  to  the  fuperior  affi  fiance  of  a man-mid- 
wife.— Mauriceau,  chap.  6.  defcribes  the  bear- 
ing-down, and  alfo  the  falling-out  of  the  womb, 
to  be  of  two  forts;  when  the  womb  comes  quite 
forth,  but  is  not  turned  infide  out,  nor  can  the 
infide  of  it  be  feen,  but  only  its  orifice,  which 
appears  at  the  end  of  a great  flefhy  mafs,  which 
makes  the  body  of  the  womb ; this  he  denomi- 
nates a prolapjus  uteri:  and  the  other  falling-out, 
which  of  all  is  the  mofl  dangerous,  he  calls  a 
perverfio  uteri , or  turning  infide  out;  for  then  he 
obferves,  it  is  not  only  fallen  forth,  but  the  bot- 
tom of  it  is  turned  quite  out,  fo  that  you  may 
perceive  it  all  even,  and  without  an  orifice,  be- 
caufe  it  is  tumid:  he  then  proceeds  to  fpeak  of 

the 
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the  caufes  of  thefe  difordcrs,  the  fymptoms  at- 
tending  thereon,  and  the  lenicdies  ncceffary  to 
relieve  the  fame  : this  author  farther  tells  us,  that 
Maids  are  not  only  fubjeft  to  a bearing-down, 
but  to  a falling-out  of  the  womb  alfo,  which 
lie  has  put  up  into  its  place  in  feveral,  after  they 
had  been  grievoufly  aftli&ed  with  it  fome  years. 
Befides,  the  caufes  afTigned  for  thefe  diforders  by 
other  authors,  Dion  is  perfuades  himfelf,  that 
lie  has  found  out  another  caufe  of  it,  which 
no  aurhor  ever  before  thought  of,  becaufe  they 
underflood  not  the  true  ufe  of  the  round  liga- 
ments of  the  womb ; for  the  Ancients  were  of 
opinion,  that  thefe  ligaments  ferve  only  to  hinder 
the  bottom  of  the  womb  from  mounting  too 
high  ; whereas,  fays  he,  I am  well  affured,  that 
they  pull  it  downwards:  and  this  hypotliefis  he 
farther  endeavours  to  fupport,  by  obfervations 
deduced  from  his  own  anatomy  of  the  human 
body ; thefe,  as  well  as  the  rules  he  lays  down 
for  relief,  may  be  feen  in  chap.  7.  of  his  7rea- 
tife  on  midwifery. — -Daventer,  in  chap.  29.  p. 
144.  attributes  the  defeent  of  the  womb  to  the 
largencfs  of  the  pelvis,  in  time  of  parturition : in 

which 
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winch  cafe  the  ligaments,  as  well  as  the  fibres 
of  the  vagina,  are  too  much  relaxed,  and  the 
bladder  is  too  much  drawn  down;  whence  pro- 
ceeds incontinence  of  urine,  See.  In  fome,  he 
obferves  the  womb  hangs  out  as  big  as  one's  fift, 
and  fometimes  larger,  which  may  in  time  cor- 
mpt  and  mortify,  as  feveral  examples  witnefs  : 
he  next  proceeds  to  recommend  pelfaries,  where 
the  diforder  is  incurable;  and  fpeaks  with  much 
accuracy  on  the  fliape,  make,  and  compofition  of 
that  medicine  in  general.—  Ruysch,  obf.  9.  men- 
tions a true  prolapfion  of  the  uterus  at  intervals 
out  of  the  body ; he  found  the  uterus  prolapfed, 
and  much  enlarged ; he  foon  reduced  the  fame 
to  its  natural  fituation,  after  a midwife  had  at- 
tempted It  m vain  ; but  obferves,  that  the  uterus 
cannot  always  be  reduced,  if  it  has  continued 
prolapfed  out  of  the  body  for  a confiderable 
time,  nor  is  it  always  proper,  fays  our  author, 
to  attempt  a reduefion  of  the  uterus ; which,  if 
it  has  continued  out  of  the  body  fo  long  as  to’ be 
greatly  enlarged,  fo  that  it  cannot  eafily  be  re- 
duced to  its  former  fiate;  or,  if  the  uterus  is  in- 

dura^ed, 
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durated,  fUTurcd,  or  ulcerated,  by  long  conti- 
nuing out  of  the  body,  the  redu&ion  is  not  to 
be  attempted,  becaufe  the  patient  is  generally 
found  much  worn  afterwards.  — Obf.  10.  con- 
tains an  inverfion  of  the  uterus  in  the  delivery; 
which  lie  defcribes  as  a lamentable  accident,  and 
proves  fatal  if  not  immediately  remedied  : he  re- 
members, he  fays,  to  have  met  twice  with  this 
accident  in  a week,  and  if  immediate  affilfance 
is  not  ready,  the  cafe  is  defperate;  nor  did  ever 
any  recover  in  his  pra£lice,  except  in  one  in- 
stance ; for  the  haemorrhage  is  generally  fo  pro- 
fufe  from  the  prolapfed  uterus , that  it  immedi- 
ately becomes  inflamed  and  indurated;  whence 
# / 

an  incipient  gangrene  follows  from  the  ob- 
flru&ed  circulation  of  the  blood  ; in  the  cafe 
which  he  here  relates,  the  whole  uterus  was  in~ 
verted  in  the  delivery,  which  it  is  not  in  a pro- 
lap  jus  without  the  pudenda ; for  then  the  uterus 
is  not  inverted,  but  only  fubfides,  fo  that  the  in- 
ternal os  tinea  may  be  perceived  in  the  bottom  of 
the  prolapfed  uterus ; but,  in  this  cafe,  the  os 
uteri  is  neither  perceived,  nor  yifibie  to  the  eye: 

this 
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this  Injury,  our  author  fays,  fometimcs  arifes, 
from  unexperienced  midwives  drawing  the  navel 
firing  more  violently  than  they  ought  ; whence, 
the  uterus  mud  confequently  follow : he  adds, 
that  a prolapfion  will  fometimes  follow  from  the 
draining,  after  the  birth;  and  this  accident  once 
happened  in  his  own  practice,  when  he  extracted  a 
dead  foetus,  together  with  the  placenta , whereupon 
the  uterus  foon  after  fubfided,  and  came  into  view, 
which  he  immediately  reduced;  and  placing  the 
thighs  together,  according  to  the  rules  of  art,  the 
patient  was  in  a little  time  cured:  he  mentions 
an  inftance  of  this  kind,  in  Avhich  a furgeon  fent 
for  him,  becaufe  he  could  not  conjeaure  what 
fort  of  tumor  it  was  that  hung  pendulous  out  of 
the  body  ; and  was  oftentimes  conlulted  by  mid- 
wives, whom  he  found  full  of  wonder,  to  think 
what  fort  of  a tumor  it  was  that  appeared  after 
the  birth:  he  is  therefore  more  careful,  he  fays* 

t * x x 

to  reprefent  the  diforder,  that  no  one  may  con* 
tinue  ignorant,  or  be  deceived  in  a matter  of  fo 
great  moment,  which  requires  a mod  fpeedy 
relief : in  his  fixteenth  obfervation,  we  find  a 
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very  curious  account  of  a prolapfus  of  one  of 
the  ovaria , which  he  di  (covered  after  the  open- 
ing of  an  abfeefs,  which  penetrated  too  deep  into 
the  abdomen:  in  obf.  24.  he  gives  a true  prolap- 
lion  of  the  lateral  part  of  the  body  of  the  uterus ; 
the  patient  had,  by  violent  {framings,  a hard  tu- 
mor, about  the  fize  of  a fmall  fift,  in  the  left 
fide  only  of  the  vulva . The  midwife  finding 
this  tumor , and  not  knowing  what  to  make  of  it, 
ordered  him  to  be  fent  for:  it  appeared  to  him 
at  firft,  he  fays,  like  a portion  of  the  placenta 
uterina ; which  frequently  prefenting  before  the 
foetus , he  had  almofi,  by  that  means,  been  led 
into  a miflake;  but  enquiring  more  diligently 
into  the  affair,  he  found  it  to  be  truly  a lateral 
part  of  the  uterus , which  was  alfo  proved  by  the 
event ; for  after  the  infant  was  delivered,  the 
uterus  immediately  returned  to  its  natural  fitua- 
tion:  and  the  patient,  he  fays,  recovered  without 
any  ufe  of  fomentations,  which  are  commonly 
applied  to  prevent  any  prolapfed  part  of  the  utc - 

y 

rus  from  being  invaded  with  a gangrene  : 111  his 
next  obfervation,  [peaking  of  the  cs  tincce , or 

mouth 
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ihouth  of  the  uterus  prolapfmg  in  the  birth,  he 
fays,  it  is  hardly  expredible,  with  what  uncom- 
mon appearance  the  os  uteri  prefents  itfelf,  upon 
fuch  an  occafion ; and  thbfe  he  obferves,  who 
have  been  prefent  with  himfeif  at  thefe  cafes, 
know  very  wrell,  with  what  circumfpe&ion  and 
care,  one  ought  to  proceed  in  a cafe  of  this  na- 
ture: in  fuch  indances,  he  thinks  it  mod  advis- 
able, to  refer  to  the  exclufion  of  the  yet  living 
foetus  to  Nature,  fudaining  the  os  uteri  with  both 
the  hands;  but,  if  the  foetus  is  dead,  the  whole 
buhnefs  will  confift  in  extrading  it  as  much  as 
poffible  with  one  hand,  while  the  os  uteri  is  fuf- 
tained  by  the  other,  that  it  may  not  prolapfe  to- 
gether with  the  foetus , and  occafion  an  inverfion 
of  the  womb,  to  which,  at  that  time,  it  is  dif- 
pofed;  obfefvation  26.  prefents  us  with  an  in* 
verfion  of  the  uterus  in  the  birth,  rendered  fatal 
by  an  unfkilful  hand  ; the  poor  woman  having 
brought  forth  a drong  infant,  the  uterus  itfelf 
immediately  followed  the  placenta , and  was  in- 
verted as  mentioned  in  his  tenth  oblervation  ; 
hereupon  an  ignorant  Medicader  was  called, 

who* 
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who  indead  of  replacing  the  uterus  into  its  prr* 
per  fituation,  cut  a little  way  into  the  tumor 
with  the  point  of  his  knife,  in  order  to  difcover 
what  it  was  ; whether  it  was  a preternatural  tu- 
mor, filled  with  humours,  or  the  placenta  liter i- 
na,  Sec.  this  rath  and  unheard-of  method  of  en- 
quiry, foon  put  an  end  to  the  patient’s  life  ; for 
fo  profufe  an  hemorrhage  immediately  followed, 
as  was  not  fupportable,  nor  caj^able  of  being 
fuppreffed  by  all  his  endeavours,  with  the  moft 
powerful  Jlagnotics ; but  every  thing  proving 
fruitlefs,  in  a few  hours  after  he  was  called  ; 
faintings  came  on,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  day  the  patient  expired. — Dr.  Ould  advifes 
the  immediate  redudion  of  the  prolapjed  uterus , 
led  it  fhould  fwell,  inflame,  and  be  in  dan- 
ger of  mortifying:  he  obferves,  that  the  lon°-er 
it  remains  out  of  the  body,  the  more  difficult 
will  be  its  redu&ion,  in  proportion  to  the  in- 


creafe  of  fwelling,  which  is  caufed  by  the  re- 
dri&ion  of  the  external  orifice  of  the  vagina : 
and  in  this  date,  recommends  the  part  to  be 
fomented  with  the  mod  mucilaginous  decoc- 
^0L‘  G tions 
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tions  that  can  be  contrived,  and  all  poffible 
means  to  be  ufed  with  the  hands,  to  reftore  it 
to  its  natural  fituation  ; which,  if  it  cannot  be 
accomplifhed,  the  mifetablc  patient  mud,  in  all 
probability,  die : though  there  are  hiflories,  he 
adds,  of  fome,  who  have  furvived  the  am- 
putation of  the  prolapjed  uterus  ; performed 
by  tying  a ligature  round  its  neck,  near  the 
pudendum,  which  is  to  continue  till  the  part 
drops  off. — Dr.  Pugh  admits,  that  great  care 
and  caution  ought  to  be  obferved  in  deli- 
very, where  the  patient  is  troubled  with  a pro - 
lapjus  vaginae  or  uteri  ; but  fays,  he  has  delivered 
feveral  women  that  have  been  troubled  with 
thefe  diforders,  and  they  have  had  as  good  labours 
as  poffible  : where  the  ligaments,  he  obferves, 
are  relaxed,  they  are  capable  of  being  extended 
beyond  their  natural  length ; whereby  the  ori- 
fice of  the  womb,  inftead  of  being  dilated,  is 
thru  ft  forward  toward  the  external  orifice  of  the 
vagina  by  the  child’s  head  : to  prevent  this  mif- 
chief,  he  advifes  the  operator,  at  the  fame  timt 
that  he  affifts  the  dilatation  of  the  os  internum , 


to 
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to  bear  it  up  with  his  fingers,  in  proportion 
as  the  child  advances  forwards,  till  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  is  Hipped  quite  over  the  child’s  head  5 
and  when  this  is  done,  to  place  the  fingers  of 
feach  hand  at  the  fide  of  the  child’s  head  ; by 
which  means  a better  refinance  will  be  made,  and 
the  next  pain  or  two  probably  bring  the  child  ; 
then  the  hand  ought  immediately  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  womb,  and  the  placenta  carefully 
feparated,  and  gently  brought  forth  : in  thefe 
cafes,  he  prudently  enjoins  the  patient  to  keep 
fome  days  in  bed,  not  to  rife  even  to  perform 
the  common  wants  of  Nature ; and  recom- 
mends proper  medicines,  with  the  life  of  pef- 
faries,  to  be  adminiflered : and,  in  cafe  the 
womb  fhould,  by  any  imprudent  management, 
be  totally  prolapfed,  advifes  it  to  be  immediately 
reduced  into  its  natural  fituation,— — In  Giffard 
cafe  g,  we  find  an  account  of  the  falling-down 
of  the  whole  neck  of  the  womb,  with  a relaxa- 
tion of  the  ligaments,  at  the  latter  end  of  preg- 
nancy: there  was  a tumor,  he  fays,  hanging  be- 
tween,  and  out  of  the  privities,  of  the  bignefs 
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of  his  Eh,  fo  that  he  could  fcarce  pafs  his  fin- 
ger; he  thereupon  ordered  a proper  fomenta- 
tion, by  which  means  the  tumor  fubfided : the 
labour  came  on  in  a week  afterwards,  and  one 
foot  prefented,  which  he  delivered  as  far  as  the 
knee  ; and  then  taking  hold  of  it  in  one  hand 
with  a cloth,  and  palling  up  the  other  to  retain 

9 

the  womb,  he  pulled  gently,  and  brought  it 
out  to  the  buttocks,  and  proceeded  to  deliver  the 
other  parts,  as  is  ufual  in  preternatural  births, 

taking  great  care  to  fupport  the  inner  orifice  of 

* 

the  womb:  when  the  ligature  was  made  on  the 
navel  firing,  he  again  palfed  up  his  hand  to  fup- 
port the  womb,  and  with  the  other,  pulling  by 
the  firing,  and  gently  (baking  the  placenta , it  came 
away  very  eafy,  and  perfectly  whole  : he  ordered 
the  midwife  to  keep  a cloth  very  clofe  to  the  patient, 
to  lay  her  head  low,  and  her  legs  flrait,  and  clofe 
together:  In  cafe  176,  he  gives  an  inflance  of  de- 
livery, which  proved  fatal ; where,  in  this  cafe,  the 
uterus*  was  inverted , and  drawn  out  beyond  the  labia 
pitdendi ; the  child  was  born  about  an  hour  be- 
fore  he  came,  and  the  midwife,  in  attempting  to 

brin£ 
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bring  away  the  placenta , had  inverted  the  uterus  ; 
for,  upon  examination,  he  found  the  whole 
body  of  the  uterus , with  the  placenta  adhering  to 
th t fundus,  hanging  out  beyond  the  labia  ; there 
was  a great  profufion  of  blood,  and  the  woman 
was  dead  before  he  came  : he  rebuked  the  mid- 
wife for  not  fending  fooner ; and  told  her,  that 
flic,  through  her  ignorance,  was  the  immediate 
caufe  of  the  poor  woman’s  death ; for  by  pul- 
ling the  firing  too  forcibly,  fhe  had  drawn  out, 
arid  inverted , the  womb:  before  he  examined 
the  midwife,  he  fays,  fhe  told  him  that  the  pla- 
centa was  partly  brought  out  of  the  womb  ; but 
he  flie vv ed  her  her  error,  that  the  placenta  was  all 
brought  out,  and  only  adhered  to  the  fundus 
uta  i ; which,  as  the  whole  womb  was  inverted , 
hung  out  beyond  the  labia  pudendi : . this  cafe, 
adds  our  author,  fliould  be  a caution  to  all  prac- 
titioners, how  they  attempt  to  bring  away  the 
placenta,  and  not  to  puli  the  firing  too  rudely, 
left  they  invert  and  draw  .out  the  uterus;  by 
which  the  woman  dies  a martyr,  to  their 
temerity  and  ignorance,  as  was  too  evidently  the 
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cafe'ip  the  preceding  obfervation. — The  ingeni- 
ous La  Motte,  in  his  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
third  obfervation,  relates  the  cafe  of  an  old  la- 
dy, who  had  a tumor  as  big  as  his  hid  hanging 
between  her  legs,  which  feemed,  in  a manner, 
fixed  to  the  whole  circumference  of  the  external 
mouth  of  the  uterus , 8cc.  fhe  told  him,  (he  had 
laboured  under  this  diforder  above  thirty  years  ; 
that  it  had  come  on  gradually,  after  a Lying-in, 
having,  as  fhe  imagined,  got  up  rather  too  foon ; 
her  labour  had  been  very  good,  only  the  midwife 
found  a great  deal  of  trouble  in  feparating  the 
placenta  ; Ihe  died,  he  fays,  foon  after,  while  he 
was  out  of  the  way,  otherwife  he  would  have 
made  a ftri&er  examination  : our  author  further 
tells  us,  that  he  faw  the  like  diforder  in  1618,  in 
a woman  at  the  Hotel  Dieu ; Maitre  Arnoult 
took  it  off,  but  ft>c  died  in  a few  days  after  : in 
obfervation  384*  he  was  fetched  to  a patient  \ 
the  bottom  of  whofe  uterus  was  out  of  the  va* 
gina , to  the  bignefs  of  his  fill,  which  had  hap- 
pened in  pulling  away  the  placenta ; he  had  no 

pueat  trouble  in  reducing  this;  but  fhe  fuffered, 

he 
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he  fays,  a great  deal  of  pain  in  the  loins,  belly, 
and  along  the  infide  of  the  thighs  ; which  fhe 
was  entirely  delivered  from  afterwards,  no  incon- 
veniency  remaining  : in  obf.  3S5.  he  mentions 
a very  extraordinary  cafe  of  a prolapfus  uteri  and 
in  the  following  obfervation  gives  a cafe  of  a re- 
laxation of  the  vagina , which,  he  fays,  is  often  mif- 
taken  for  the  prolapfus  uteri ; the  extremity  of  the 
vagina  refembling  very  much  the  oj  internum 
uteri:  but  obferves,  they  are  eafily  didinguifhed 
from  one  another  ; the  one  adhering  all  round  to 
the  vulva , the  other  being  quite  loefe. — Chapman 
gives  a deplorable  cafe,  of  a woman  killed  by  aa 
inverjion  of  the  uterus ; he  was  lent  for  to  the 
patient  in  great  hade : he  went  with  all  fpeed  ; 
but,  on  his  arrival,  found  fhe  had  been  dead 
near  half  an  hour : he  conje&ured  fhe  had 

died  by  flooding;  but,  upon  afking  the  quef- 
tion,  was  anfwered  in  the  negative:  the  midwife 
told  him,  that  the  after-birth  duck  fo  fad  in  one 

1 

part,  that  fhe  was  not  able,  with  all  her  drength, 
to  take  it  from  her,  though  fhe  had  gained  mod 
of  it:  upon  this,  he  defired  to  fee  the  corpfe ; 
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which  being  granted,  he  found,  to  his  great  fur-? 
prize,  that  the  uterus  was  inverted , and  entirely 
out  of  the  body,  hanging  down  between  the 
thighs,  with  the  placenta  adhering  to  its  fundus  ; 
which  he  feparated  before  the  midwife  and  feve- 
ral  matrons,  who  were  prefent,  and  convinced  them 
all  of  the  difmal  accident : the  patient,  he  adds, 
had  a very  good  and  eafy  delivery  of  the  child; 
but  that  born,  the  midwife  pulled  hard  at  the 
firing,  and  fo  brought  down  the  uterus ; which, 
as  foon  as  {lie  could  take  any  hold  of,  fhe  did  ; 
and,  then  pulling  with  frefh  violence,  and  not 
being  deterred  by  the  loud  cries  of  the  poor  mi- 
ferabie  woman,  in  a few  minutes  fhe  fell  into 
firong  conyulfions  and  deliquia , and  fo  expired. 
This  author  relates  no  lefs  than  three  inftances 
of  women  who  had  their  vaginae  torn  and  broken 
through  in  the  back  part,  by  the  midwife’s  rudely 
thrufiing  up  her  hand,  in  order  to  come  at  the 
opening  of  the  womb;  which,  in  all  thefe  fub- 
je<fis,  happened  to  lie  very  forward , towards , and 
indeed,  in  fomc  meafure,  under,  the  os  pubis  : 
one  of  thefe  died  immediately  ; the  other,  a fevy 

davs 
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davs  after;  but  the  third,  where  a finger  only 
or  two,  at  moft,  had  gone  through  the  vagina , 
recovered,  he  fays,  contrary  to  his  expectation. 

For  his  account,  and  recommendation,  of  a 
particular  kind  of  pejfary , to  be  ufed  in  the  pro- 
cidentia uteri , when  it  happens  to  a violent  de- 
gree,  fee  his  Treatife  on  Midwifery,  under 
cafe  57. — In  the  fird  volume  of  the  Medical 
Mufeum,  we  have  the  defcription  of  a poor 
woman,  who  had  a large  prolapjus  uteri , a year 
and  nine  months ; yet  conceived  while  die  was 
afflided  with  that  difeafe ; went  her  full  time ; 
was  happily  delivered  of  a living  child,  and  reco- 
vered.— Dr.  Smell ie,  vol.  i.  p.  41S.  in  treat-  **  42$ 
ing  of  the  prolapjus  uteri , recommends  a pejfary , 
lately  invented  at  Paris,  as  having  the  advan- 
tage over  all  others  : and  for  particular  cafes  of 
prolapfi  uteri , vaginae,  recli , fee  his  third  vol. 

coil.  44.  page  489. — Dr.  Johnson,  in  his 
chapter  of  the  Dcjcenfion , Protrujion , and  In- 
verfion  of  the  uterus , mentions  a cafe,  where  ail 
inverjion  had  almod  taken  place;  a midwife 
(though  of  forty  years  praclice)  having  brought 

down 
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down  a confiderable  part  of  the  uterus,  thinking 
it  was  fomething  which  ought  to  come  away  pre- 
vious to  another  child,  which  fhe  imagined  was 
ftill  behind : nor  could  he,  he  fays,  entirely 
convince  her,  and  the  reft  of  the  women  of  the 
contrary,  although  he  replaced  the  uterus , and 
feparated  part  of  the  placenta , which  had  been 
left  adhering  to  it:  but  the  Do&or  excufes  them 
in  part,  by  obferving,  that  the  patient  had  an 
ajcites , which  kept  up  her  bulk  after  the  birth  of 
the  child,  and  probably  too  occafioned  a fulnefe 
in  the  pelvis:  the  cafe,  at  laft,  however  con- 
vinced them  ; for  towards  the  end  of  the  month, 
about  three  gallons  of  water  came  aw’ay  per  ve - 
Jicam , in  lefs  than  two  days.  Our  author  men- 
tions three  cafes,  where  the  uterus  defcended : 
in  the  firft,  the  uterus  protruded , and  had  been 

without  the  vulva  feveral  days,  before  he  faw  the 

* 

patient.  The  redu&ion  was  difficult,  but  was  com- 
pleted by  a gradual  and  cautious  preflure  of  thq 
hand ; a fmali  peffary  was  placed  in  the  vagina , 
and  the  patient  enjoined  to  lie  in  bed,  which  fhe 
did  about  a month : after  fhe  got  up,  the  pej- 
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~fjry  was  continued  about  a month  longer ; and 
notwithflanding  (he  was  obliged  to  work  hard, 
ivas  married,  and  had  had  a mifcarriage,  the  dif- 
order  never  returned:  in  the  fecond  cafe,  the 
Do£lor  informs  us,  there  was  a complete  protru- 
fion  of  the  uterus ; the  woman  had  been  married 
many  years,  but  had  never  been  pregnant ; the  ca- 
tamenia had  ceafed  at  forty,  and  this  was  the  fifty- 
fifth  year  of  her  age.  Her  own  account  of  the 
cafe  was  as  follows  : {he  had  been  much  hurried 
in  the  management  of  houfhold  affairs,  having 
often  exerted  herfelf  beyond  her  flrength  ; in 
1765,  flie  was  feized  (without  any  caufe  known 
to  herfelf)  with  an  uneafinefs  and  weight  about 
the  loins  and  pelvis , attended  with  a bearing- 
dowrn : about  a month  afterwards,  the  uterus 
came  entirely  away,  without  the  labia  pudendi , 
and  had  remained  fo  ever  fince,  except  when  file 
went  to  bed,  or  made  urine,  at  which  times  (lie 
replaced  it  herfelf ; having  anointed  the  parts  well 
with  oil,  he  reduced  the  uterus , and  placed  a wooden 
pejfary  in  the  vagina ; this  fupported  the  uterus 
properly : but  the  patient  not  finding  it  eafy,  a 

filver 
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filver  one  was  placed  in  its  dead ; by  which 
means,  after  a confiderable  time,  the  diforder 
was  fo  well  relieved,  that  fhe  told  the  Do&or  (he 
had  left  it  off  about  three  weeks,  and  yet  the 
uterus  had  only  come  down  in  part.  Whenever 
fhe  was  hurried,  or  exerted  herfelf  much,  he  ad- 
vifed  her  to  continue  its  ufe,  notwithftanding  fhe 
found  herfelf  fo  well.  In  this  complaint,  Reft 
is  fo  materially  requilite  and  neceffary,  during 
the  ufe  of  the  pejfary , that  the  Do&or  very 
judicioufly  obferves,  could  he  have  prevailed 
on  his  patient,  to  have  lain  in  bed  about  a 

• j , \ / 

month,  and  not  to  have  hurried  herfelf  after- 

i 

wards,  he  is  of  opinion,  the  cure  would  have 
been  compleated  much  fooner : in  the  third 

cafe,  the  woman  had  been  affli<fted  with  the  com- 
plaint for  many  years ; at  the  time  the  Do£lor 
law  it,  the  tumor  was  much  larger  than  a man’s 
fift;  it  was  replaced  by  a very  gentle  prelfure ; 
but  upon  Handing  it  came  dire<ftly  down ; he 
replaced  it  again,  and  then  applied  a pejfary 
made  of  cork,  covered  with  wax,  and  dire&ed 
her  how  to  remove  it  occalionally ; but  as  her 


circum- 
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circumftances  would  not  allow  her  to  keep  in 
bed,  in  order  to  have  any  chance  for  a cure,  the 
pcjfary  proved  eventually  no  more  than  a pallia- 
tive remedy. — In  the  third  volume  of  the  Medi- 
cal Elfays,  under  art.  17,  we  meet  with  a very 
extraordinary  procidentia  uteri , in  a child  about 
three  years  of  age,  which  ended  fatally  ; the 
account  is  given  in  a very  accurate  and  ingenious 
manner,  by  Alexander  Monro,  Profelfor  of 
Anatomy,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh. 
In  the  following  article  of  the  fame  work,  is 

given  the  description  of  a pejfary , as  invented 

. • 

by  Thomas  Simson,  m.  d.  Profelfor  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  Univerfity  of  St.  Andrews.  Tills 
inftrument  feems  to  be  conftrufied  with  great 
fkill  and  ingenuity,  but  appears  of  too  compli- 
cated a nature  for  general  ufe. — Dr.  Burton,  in 
his  fourteenth  Obfervation,  has  publifhed  the 
cafe  of  a prolapfus  uteri , which  occurred  to  him 
in  the  year  1748;  the  patient  w?as  about  four 
months  gone  w'ith  child;  fhe  complained  of  a 

violent  bearing-down,  and  very  acute  pains  in 

« ✓ 
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the  back  and  groin,  and  frequent  vomitings, 

which 
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which  flrained  her  very  much ; and,  that  fhd 
could  not  make  anv  urine,  without  exerting  all 
the  force  fhe  was  able,  and  then  only  about  a 
fpoonfui  came  away  at  a time,  and  that  too 
feemed  to  feald  her,  as  fhe  thought.  About 
three  weeks  before  fire  fent  for  him,  fhe  had  a i 
fall  from  a horfe,  and  fome  of  thefe  complaints 
foon  after  enfued ; he  fearched  her,  and  found 
the  uterus  aftually  within  the  pelvis , and  the  os 
tinea  very  near  the  pudenda:  after  placing 

her  in  two  or  three  different  pofitions,  he  tried, 
by  a gentle  force,  to  raife  the  uterus  higher  into 
her  abdomen , but  found  it  no  eafv  matter  fo  to  do  : 
he  then  ufed  the  catheter  to  empty  the  bladder, 
that  he  might  have  more  room  to  reduce  the 
womb  to  its  proper  place  ; and,  to  his  great  fur- 
prife,  took  from  her  above  three  quarts  of  urine, 
befides  what  was  fpilt:  after  which,  he  foon 

raifed  the  uterus  above  the  pelvis , and  kept  it  in 
its  place  by  a pejfary , which  flic  wore  till  the 
time  of  labour,  when  hie  brought  forth  a living, 
but  weakly  child:  and  after  this,  we  are  inform- 
ed, that  all  her  former  bad  fymptoms  left  her. 
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Women  difpofed  to  a bearing-down,  which  is  a 
fenfation,  as  if  the  womb  was  conftantly  coming 
out  of  the  body;  our  author  advifes,  to  lie 
upon  the  bed  from  the  very  beginning  of  their 
labour.  His  farther  dire&ions  on  this  head, 
and  for  reducing  a prolapfus  uteri , may  be  feen 
p.  1 66.  in  his  Eflfay  towards  a New  Syftem  of 
Midwifery:  and  in  another  part  of  his  book, 
he  obferves,  that  wherever  a woman  has  been 
fubje&  to  a dcjcent  of  the  womb,  fhe  ought 

i 

always  to  be  delivered  lying  down. — -Portal 
has  given  us  the  cafe  of  a woman,  who  died  by 
the  inverting  of  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  two 
hours  after  her  delivery.  — We  are  obliged  to 
Mr.  James  Hill,  Surgeon,  at  Dumfries,  for  a 
very  judicious  and  circumflantial  account  of  a 
large  prolapfus  uteri , accompanied  with  feverai 
extraordinary  circumftances ; from  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  catamenia  flow  only  from  the  utt* 
rusy  and  not  from  the  vagina  »*  this  curious  cafe 
is  m ferted  in  the  fourth  volume  of  Medical 
Commentaries ; in  which  we  alfo  find  many 
cales  of  the  tctroverted  uterus , by  Dr.  Garth- 
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shore,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Bird;  with  fkilfut 
and  ingenious  remarks  on  that  difeafe,  by  Dr. 
Hunter:  by  which  it  is  proved,  that  the  diflen- 
fionof  the  bladder  is  one  of  the  moll  ufual  caufes 
of  the  retrover  ted  uterus . — In  the  fourth  volume 
of  Medical  Obfervations  and  Enquiries,  article 
36,  we  meet  with  the  hi  (lory  of  a fatal  inxferjiori 
of  the  uterus , by  Mr.  John  Lynn,  Surgeon,  at 
Woodbridge,  in  Suffolk ; communicated  with 
an  Appendix  by  William  Hunter,  m.  d.  f.  r.  s. 
in  which  is  given  an  account  of  a fatal  retrover  - 
Jion  of  the  uterus , cccafioned  by  a fright  in  a 
young  woman  about  four  months  advanced  in 
her  firft  pregnancy. — In  the  fifth  volume  of  Me- 
dical Obfervations  and  Enquiries,  under  article 
10,  is  publifhed  the  cafe  of  a retr  over  ted  uterus , 
fuccefsfully  treated  by  James  Hooper,  Practi- 
tioner in  Midwifery,  and  communicated  by  the 
late  learned  Dr.  Fotfiergill:  the  following  arti- 
cle alfo  contains  an  account  of  a retrovcrfio  uteri , 
fuccefsfully  treated  by  Mr.  William  Bird,  Sur- 

o-eon  and  Man-midwife,  at  Chelmsford,  corn- 
er 

municatcd  by  Dr.  Hunter.  The  patient,  we 


are 


t 35  3 

^re  told,  Hannah  Jennings,  who  was  about  thirty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  three  months  advanced, 
in  her  fecond  pregnancy,  was  on  August  13, 
1772,  after  a day’s  wafhing,  feized  with  violent 
pains  in  her  belly,  which  (he  fuppofed  to  be 
cliolicky,  having  been  fubjeR  to  complaints  of 
that  nature  in  her  firR  pregnancy;  but  not  find- 
ing the  ufual  remedies  fucceed,  and  her  pains 
Rill  increafmg,  Rie  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe 

to  other  affi  Ranee.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  B 

vifued  her  in  the  morning  for  the  firR  time, 
found  her  with  a fmart  fever,  and  extreme  pain 
in  the  abdomen  : Rie  had  had  no  Rools  for  three 
days,  and  complained  fhe  could  make  but  little 
urine  : eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  her 
arm,  and  a gentle  purge  was  given  foon  after. 
He  faw  her  again  in  the  evening,  when  the  me- 
dicine had  not  moved  her  to  Rool ; and  all  her 
fymptoms  being  much  increafcd,  a clyRer  was  pre- 
fevibed  to  be  adminiRered  direRly,  and  repeated 
in  two  hours  time,  if  the  firft  fhould  not  have 
operated,  and  an  opiate  was  ordered  at  bed-time. 
Early  next  morning  he  was  fent  for  to  her,  and 
Vol.  II.  D told, 
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told,  the  clyflers  could  not  be  injefled  ; that  file  had 
pafTed  a very  refllefs  night,  complaining  of  great 
tcnfion  of  the  abdomen , extreme  pain  in  the  vagina , 
and  that  fhe  could  make  no  urine  ; the  preceding 
means  proving  ineffe&ual,  he  fufpecled  her  com- 
plaints to  arife  partly  from  a prolapjus vagina:,  with 
which  flic  told  him,  fhe  had  been  affii&ed  fince 
her  firfl  labour:  and,  in  order  to  inveflDate  the 
real  caufe,  he  examined,  and  found  all  the  parts  in 
an  unufual  fituation  $ the  os  uteri  was  not  to  be 

i 

difeovered ; the  vagina  was  preffed  towards  the 
Jymphifis  pubis , by  a tumor  which  laid  behind  it  ; 
and  upon  introducing  a finger  upon  the  rectum , 
the  fame  tumor  preffed  flrongly  againft  the  os 

coccygis . Mr.  B called  in  his  uncle, 

Dr.  Pugh  ; to  whom  the  cafe  appearing  obvious, 
the  method  of  relieving  her  was  eafy : a little 
difficulty,  he  fays,  arole  at  firfl,  in  attempting 
to  introduce  the  catheter;  but  by  the  affiflance 
of  two  fingers  in  the  vagina , to  puffi  back  the 
tumor , which  preffed  the  urethra  againfl  the  [ym- 
phifis  pubis , it  found  a ready  admiffion  ; by  which 

means. 

* • 
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means,  eight  or  nine  pints  of  high-coloured  urine 
were  drawn  off;  a {Emulating  clyfter  was  after- 
wards inje£ed,  which  palfed  eafily,  and  in  a fliort 

time  after  fhe  had  two  or  three  copious  {fools  ; the 

* % 

tumor , viz.  the  fundus  uteri  was  moveable,  and  ea- 
fily  replaced;  the  patient  recovered  her  former 
health,  and  went  on  in  her  pregnancy.  Under 
article  35,  of  the  fame  volume,  are  given  two 
cafes  of  the  ret  rover  ted  uterus , by  Mr.  Gar- 
shore,  communicated  by  Dr.  Hunter;  and 
which  ferve  as  corroborating  proofs  of  the  necef- 
fity  and  utility  of  purfuing  the  method  of  treat- 
ment, which  the  Do&or  has  fo  fully  explained 
in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Medical  Obfervatioris 
and  Enquiries  ; to  which  the  reader  is  referred, 
as  well  as  to  article  36,  ofvol.  v.  for  further  re- 
marks on  this  diforder,  by  the  fame  experienced 
gentleman.  — The  ingenious  Mr.  Charles 
White,  of  Manchester,  in  his  Appendix  to 
the  Second  Edition  of  his  Treatife  on  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Pregnant  and  Lying-in  Women  : 

Cafe  19,  mentions  an  inftance  of  a Mrs.  W , 

who,  upon  recovering  from  a fever,  and  return- 
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ing  to  her  ufual  exercife,  was  feized  with  a pro* 
lapfus  vagina ; which  he  tells  us,  (except  in  the 
latter  end  of  her  pregnancies,)  hath  ever  fince 
continued:  the  fame  author  avers,  that  his  pa- 
tients generally  fit  up  in  bed  in  a few  hours  af- 
ter delivery;  and  fome  of  tnem  even  get  out  ot 
it  the  fame  day;  molt  on  the  fecond,  and 
none  exceed  the  third  ; and  leaf!  any  inconveni- 
ence, he  fays,  fhould  be  fuppofcd  to  arife  bom 
this  early  uprighb^oflure,  he  thinks  it  neceffaiy 
to  declare,  that  done  whom  he  has  delivered, 
are  troubled  with  prolapjions  of  the  vagina,  or  any 
other  complaint,  which  he  has  the  leaf!  realon 
to  fufpeft  could  poflibiy  arife  from  fuch  treat- 
ment: to  corroborate  this  obfervation  of  our 
authors,  I can  add  from  my  own  experience,  and 
vouch  for  the  general  utility  of  this  practice % 
unlels  in  cafes  of  flooding  or  extreme  weaknefs. 

I have,  at  this  time,  a patient  under  my  care, 
with  a prolap  ft  on  of  the  womb,  occalioncd  by  tne 
jlnor  alb  us ; the  parts  were  reduced  by  a fuigeon 
foon  after  their  fhfl  protrufion , and  to  fupport 
the  womb,  he  introduced  a ptjfary  of  wood  ; 

but 
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but  it  proved  To  very  painful  and  uneafy,  'that 
the  woman  could  not  bear  it,  and  therefore  it 
was  withdrawn ; fince  which,  to  reflore  the  tone 
of  the  parts,  and  flrengthen  the  conflitution,  I 
have  put  her  upon  an  agglutinant  regimen,  with 
the  ufe  of  internal  ftrengthening  medicines; 
forbade  too  much  bodily  exercife ; and  the 
only  topical  remedy  I apply,  is  a piece  of 
fponge,  dipped  in  an  infufion  of  flor.  balaujl . in 
which  a fufficient  quantity  of  roch  alum  has 
been  difiolved ; and  I have  no  doubt  of  tho- 
roughly effe£ling  a cure,  in  due  time,  by  the 
above  fimple  treatment  only.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  peJJ'aries  are  at  bell  but  troublefome 
remedies,  and  ought  not  to  be  ufed  indiferimi- 
nately  in  all  cafes  of  a prolapjed  uterus',  nor 
indeed  at  all  without  the  molt  mature  judge- 
inent  and  experience. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXIII. 


1 N parturition  \ve  fometimes  meet  with  em- 
barraflments  from  various  kinds  of  her  nice ; the 
protuberance  of  either  the  inteflines  or  omentum 

t 

being  increafed  by  the  exertions  confequent  on 
labour,  the  exomphalos , or  hernia  umbilicalis  is,  I 
believe,  the  mofl  common ; and  under  the  in- 
fluence of  very  firong  labour,  if  not  carefully 
refit  ained  by  either  the  preffure  of  foft  comprefs 
or  the  fupport  of  an  afliftant’s  hand,  is  productive 
of  complicated  pain  to  the  patient,  as  well  as 
great  interruption  to.  the  labour.  A tumor  of 
this  kind,  occafioned  by  a difficult  labour,  af- 

/ 

flicled  a woman  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  had 
befpoke  my  afliflance;  file  had  informed  me  of 
her  complaint,  and  permitted  me  to  examine  the 
yupturcd  part ; fhe  had  gone  five  months  of  her 

time  ; 
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time;  the  tumor  was  of  the  fize  of  a large  ball  ; 
the  imeflines  returned  into  the  abdomen  upon 
proper  prepare,  but  not  without  fome  difficulty  ; 
and  to  fecure  againft  a future  relapfe,  I applied 
a comprefs,  dipped  in  red  port,  in  whicu 
alum  had  been  diiTolved:  over  it  a large  adhe- 
five  plaijler,  and  fccured  them  both  by  means  of 
a broad  girdle,  the  tightnefs  of  which  I defired 
might  be  regulated  by  the  fenfations  of  the 
patient;  and  this  fhe  did  eafier,  the  girdle 
being  made  with  four  fmall  buckles  and  flraps, 

• i 

which  fhe  could  Ioofen  or  make  tighter  as 
file  pleafed ; by  thefe  means  fhe  went  to  the 
full  term  of  her  geftation,  and  with  tolerable 
eafe.  On  the  fourth  of  August,  1769,  her 
labour  came  on ; the  head  continued  to.  ad- 
vance gradually ; (lie  was  placed  on  her  hde 
upon  a bed;  complained  not  in  the  leaft  of 
the  rupture , therefore  no  particular  attention, 
was  paid  to  it ; the  bandage  and  girdle  anfwer- 
ing  every  end  of  preffure,  and  was  delivered 
of  a very  large  child  without  any  extraordinary 
double  ; lince  that  time  fire  has  borne  two  chil- 

D 4 dren, 


dren,  always  obferving  to  wear  her  bandage 
tighter  when  fhe  was  not  with  child,  and  relax- 
ing it  in  proportion  to  her  increafe  when  (he 
was.  Soon  after  the  birth  of  her  Iafl  child,  fhe 

i 7 
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was  attacked  with  a fcarlet  fever,  attended  wTith 
an  erifipelatous  fore  throat,  and  a violent  red 
eruption,  on  the  fecond  day,  appeared  on  the 
fkin ; by  proper  means  fhe  recovered  of  thefe 
complaints ; but  in  a few  days  after  the  ceCTation 
of  the  fever  file  was  attacked  with  a dropfyt 
which  terminated  in  her  death* 


CASE 


CASE  LXXIV. 


.^VnOTHER  Cafe,  where  the  patient  was 
afUi&ed  with  an  exomphalos , occurred  to  me  in 
the  year  177 2.  This  diforder  had  been  occa- 
{ioned  bv  the  indigent  circumflances  of  the  vvo- 
man,  which  obliged  her  to  work  hard,  and  fre- 
quently lift  great  weights ; fhe  had  tiied  various 
methods  of  relief,  all  which  proved  ineffe&ual, 
and  the  rupture  continued  unreduced,  probably 
from  the  necelTity  (lie  was  under  of  continuing 
to  labour  hard;  the  violent  increafe  of  the  pro- 
lapfed  parts ; the  narrownefs  of.  the  aperture 
through  which  they  had  defeended,  from  fomc 
adhefion  of  the  parts,  or  from  a Jlr angulation 
of  the  inteftines;  the  tumor  felt  very  hard,  and 
fhe  could  not  bear  any  proper  preffure  or  ban- 
dage on  the  parts ; the  vomitings,  which  fre- 
quently 


quently  came  on,  in  ccnfequence  of  this  terri- 
ble complaint,  alarmed  her  exceedingly : and, 
from  the  pain,  uneafinefs,  and  bearings-down, 

which  they  often  created,  fhe  had  flrong  appre- 

• < 

hcnfions  of  not  going  her  full  time;  notwith- 
flanding  which,  hie  compleated  her  reckoning, 
and  was  taken  in  labour  in  the  afternoon  of  the 

i 

nineteenth  of  December,  1772:  the  child  was 
well  fituated,  the  uterine  orifice  widely  dilated, 
through  which  the  membranes  protruded  in  the 
form  of  a large  fmooth  globular  bag ; her  rup- 
ture became  very  large,  and  endued  with  fo 
much  fenfrbility,  that  fhe  complained  of  the 
leafl  touch  from  the  finger  ; and  the  labour  pains 
joining  with  thofe  of  the  hernia , created  the  mo  ft 
excruciating  and  complicated  degree  of  torture  and 
diflrefs;  which  were  in  fome  meafure  mitigated 
by  the  application  of  a foft  cataplafm,  in  which 
a drachm  of  flrai  ed  opium  was  diffolved  ; be- 
iides  this,  an  emollient  clyftcr  was  inje&ed,  and 
the  pains  continuing  pretty  brifkly,  the  membranes 
broke,  the  head  defeended,  and  the  delivery  was 
foon  over;  but  notwithflanding  this,  the*  paiu, 

’ ficknefs, 


ficknefs,  and  forenefs  of  the  parts  continued  ; a 
fever  came  on;  the  poor  woman  was  feized 
with  the  iliac  pafTion,  in  which  the  faces  were 
voided  by  the  mouth,  fhe  became  delirious,  and 

i 

expired,  immediately  after  a total  fufpenfion  of  all 
the  before-mentioned  fymptoms,  in  the  evening 
of  the  fourth  day.  Soon  after  her  death,  the 
parts  about  the  fiomach  and  navel  were  obfer- 
ved  to  turn  uncommonly  black  and  livid : and, 
it  is  not  improbable,  that  this  fatal  event 
might  be  caufed  by  a mortification  of  the  parts 

i 

brought  on  by  a Jir  angulation  of  the  intejlinc  in 
the  aperture  of  the  peritoneum . 


1 f 
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CASE  LXXV. 

r-y-i 

A HE  fourteenth  of  May,  1773,  I delivered 
a young  woman  of  her  fir  ft  child,  who  had  been 
affiifted  with  a bubonocele  from  her  infancy;  be- 
fore (he  was  with  child,  (lie  informed  me,  that 
flie  could  eafily  return  it  with  her  hand,  and 
wore  a trufs  to  keep  it  from  relapGng,  and  that 
the  tumor  would  at  any  time  fubfide  upon  her 
lying  down;  Iput  as  {lie  proceeded  in  her  preg- 
nancy* it  became  more  and  more  troublefome, 
and  was  fo  tender,  that  (he  was  not  able  any 
longer  to  bear  the  preffure  of  a trufs;  the  intcf- 
tiues  came  down  below  the  labia  pudendi  : the 
parts  were  red  and  much  inflamed,  made  great 
left  fiance  to  the  touch,  and,  upon  the  acceffion 
of  every  frtfh  pain,  fhe  defcribed  it,  fo  full,  as 
to  be  ready  to  burfl;  (lie  was  hot  and  lefllcls, 


com- 
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complained  of  third,  and  had  a very  flrong 
pulfe;  the  pains  were  flight  and  tranfitory,  with 
a clifcharge  of  mucus  from  the  vagina  and  os 
tinea;  and  as  (lie  was  at  the  full  period  of  gef- 
tation,  there  was  no  doubt  of  thefe  fymptoms 
being  the  true  prefages  of  her  labour:  I judged 
it  right  to  take  away  fix  ounces  of  blood  from 
her  arm,  and  foon  after  to  adminifler  a faline 
draught,  with  fifteen  drops  of  the  tinciura  the- 
baica.  I directed  the  [welled  parts  to  be  fre- 
quently fomented  with  warm  milk,  in  which  the 
leaves  of  marfhmallows  had  been  boiled,  and  a 
comprefs  dipt  in  the  fame,  to  be  conflantly  ap- 
plied thereto  ; the  os  tinea  dilated  remarkably  flow, 
which  indeed  is  generally  the  cafe  in  firfl  labours, 
more  than  in  fucceeding  ones.  By  the  precau- 
tions I had  taken,  the  rupture  was  rendered 
lefs  troublefome;  for  although  the  pains  had 
incrcafed  in  force,  no  additional  uneafinefs  was 
complained  of  from  that  part,  and  the  child  was 
born  with  the  abidance  of  the  natural  efforts : 
almofl  immediately  after  her  delivery,  the  tumor 
entirely  (ubfided  ; but  upon  her  getting  about, 

defc  en  ded 
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defcended  again,  fo  as  to  require  the  affiflance 
of  a trufs,  which,  in  her  next  pregnancy,  fhe 
was  again  obliged  to  lay  alide : and  in  the  labour 
of  her  fecond  child,  the  os  tincco  dilated  in  a 
fourth  part  of  the  time  which  it  had  done  before; 
the  hernia  was  fupported  by  the  hand  of  an  affif- 
tant,  during  a pain,  and  (lie  felt  no  inconveni- 
ency  whatever  from  it,  till  {he  was  recovered, 
and  able  to  walkabout  as  ufual;  but  even  then, 
{lie  could,  at  times,  go  whole  weeks  together 
without  the  leaft  ufe  of  the  trufs:  fince  her  laft 
labour,  which  happened  before  any  afTidance 
could  arrive,  The  has  been  fo  little  fubje&  to  this 
complaint,  as  to  have  no  occafion  to  wear  a trufs 
at  all. 


% 
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CASE  LXXVJ. 

DEFORMED  woman,  of  a finr.ll  fize, 
and  weakly  conllitution,  in  the  Ikth  month  of 
pregnancy,  confulted  a furgeon  concerning  a tu- 
fitor  featcd  in  the  middle  of  the  abdomen,  which 
nad  been  confiderably  increafed  by  a cough,  to 
which  (lie  had  been  long  fubjefl.  The  perfon 
flic  applied  to,  having  but  little  experience  in 
thefe  matters,  at  firfl  applied  a large  plaider  of 
the  tmplqft,  dtachjl.  cum  gummi,  and  afterwards  a 
poultice  of  fenugreek  and  flour  ; giving  it,  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  J 'welling  would  come  to  a 
head,  and  break;  but,  as  neither  thofe  applica- 
tions agreed  with  the  diforder,  nor  his  opinion 
was  fufHciently  fatisfaftory  to  the  patient,  fhe 
thought  proper  to  confult  me:  and  upon  exa- 
mination, I difeovered  from  the  inequality  of  the 


ime- 
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integuments  more  in  one  part  than  another,  the 
tumor  to  be  a hernia  ventralis : and  upon  being 
prefled  with  the  hand,  the  protruding  parts  re- 
ceded into  the  abdomen , but  returned  again  as 
foon  as  the  prefl'ure  was  taken  off.  By  way  of 
temporary  relief,  I recommended  fuch  a degree  of 
prefl'ure  with  comprefs  and  girdle,  as  might  at  all 
times  be  molt  confident  with  the  eafe  of  the  pa- 
tient ; at  the  fame  time  for  the  cough,  I took 
away  a fmail  quantity  of  blood,  and  directed  the 
belly  to  be  kept  open  with  the  ufe  of  the  ot.  ruini ; 
but  the  cough  becoming  more  frequent,  I applied 
a blitter  between  the  fhoulders,  and  had  recourfe 
to  opiates  ; by  which  means  Ore  procured  much 
relief.  The  patient  had  entertained  difagrceable 
ideas  of  her  complaint;  which  I removed,  by 
a {Turing  her,  that  it  was  far  from  incurable, 
and  that  after  delivery  it  would  mjft  probably 
si'ive  her  little  or  no  farther  uneafinefs. 

* Her  dijlorled  make  was  not  the  bed  prefage  of  a 
happy  labour  ; but  not  to  didrefs  her  mind  with 
anticipated  "terrors,  I related  to  her  fome  in- 
flances,  within  my  own  knowledge,  of  women, 

* For  women,  who,  nJtwithftanding  their  deformities,  have  had  very 
good  labours,  vide  Call's  90,  91,  U -.,2. 

whole 
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tvliofe  fliape  and  form  were  nearly  fimilar  to'  her 
own,  who  had  experienced  no  particular  diffi- 
culties at  the  time  of  labour.  The  cough  was 
abated;  the  girdle  and  comprefs  were  continu- 
ally worn,  and  the  hernia  much  lefs  trouble- 
home  than  ufual,  and  ffie  arrived  at  the  full 
term  of  her  reckoning:  being  taken  in  labour  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  2gth  of  July,  1775,  and 
foon  after  I was  fent  for  to  attend  her,  the  pains 
were  weak  and  tranfitory ; the  os  tinccc  was  very 
high  up,  moift,  and  beginning  to  dilate;  for  the 
fpace  of  twelve  hours  I found  but  little  diffe- 
rence: at  length,  however,  the  pains  increafed, 
the  uterine  orifice  began  to  fpread,  the  membranes 
broke,  and  at  a very  remote  diflance,  I could  juft 
touch  fome  part  of  the  head:  after  undergoin0'* 
a feries  of  fevere  pains,  in  which  ffie  com- 
plained but  little  of  the  hernia , and  finding  the 
head  not  in  the  leaft  lower  than  it  was,  nor  at  all 
preffed  down  by  the  pains,  I delired  flic  would 
loofen  the  girdle  as  much  as  poffible,  and  reflefl- 
ing,  that  women  of  her  unfortunate  form,  could 
affift  themfeives  better  in  a (landing  than  a lying 
pofition  ; I advifed  her  to  walk  about  the  room, 

^ 0L*  £ and 
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and  in  the  itiflant  of  pain,  lean  over  the  back  of  a 
low  chair,  which  (he  readily  complied  with  ; and, 
notwithflanding  fome  additional  uneafinefs  from 
the  hernia,  at  every  pain,  accompanied  this  mode 
of  treatment,  I had  the  fatisfaflion  to  perceive  a 
gradual  defcenlion  of  the  head  take  place  ; whicii 
agreeable  (iifeovety  I did  not  fail  to  communi- 
cate as  an  encouragement  to  the  patient : after  a 
few  pains,  the  head  was  advanced  fo  low,  as  to 
render  a recumbent  pofture  on  the  bed  the  mod 
fafe  and  neceffary,  and  in  a little  time  alter- 

I \ 

wards  {he  was  delivered  of  a fine  hearty  chi  d ; 

I had  at  firft  fome  trouble  in  bringing  away 
the  placenta , but  it  came  away  eafy  at  lad,  and  I 
left  the  woman  in  a very  good  condition ; the 
hernia  entirely  fubfided  foon  after  the  delivery, 
and  its  contents  were  retained  in  the  abdomen  ; 
neverthelefs,  I advifed  the  girdle  and  comprefs 
to  be  continued ; but  upon  her  recovery,  find- 
ing  no  kind  of  inconveniency  from  the  rup- 
ture, flie  entirely  laid  them  a fide,  and  found  no 
neceflity  to  ufe  them  again,  till  her  next  preg- 
nancy renewed  the  complaint,  and  made  their 
re-application  neceffary,  CASL 
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CASE  LXXVII. 

17  . ' . ' . 

A OR  the  following  four  cafes,  I am  indebted 
to  a Gentleman,  late  in  the  pra£lice  of  Surgery 
and  Midwifery,  with  whofe  abilities,  as  well 
as  veracity,  I had  many  opportunities  of  being 

1 

acquainted.  In  the  month  of  September,  1766, 
he  was  lent  for  to  a woman,  of  a naturally  thin, 
lax,  and  nervous  habit,  and  who  had  long  been 
fubjeft  to  a ventral  hernia  ; fhe  was  in  the  laft 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  and  the  day  before  he 

ua°  applied  to,  had  fallen  from  a chair,  on  which 

% 

fhe  flood,  with  an  endeavour  to  reach  a book 
from  an  high  fhelf;  the  ventral  hernia  fob  Tided, 
in  confequence  of  a blow  fhe  received  from  the 
fall ; by  which,  fhe  at  firft  imagined,  fhe  had 
received  little  or  no  hurt;  but  in  a few  hours 
after  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a violent  bear- 

1 / * ’ 7 • ‘ 
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ing-down,  pain,  and  cry’d  out,  that  her  child 
was  come  into  the  world;  which  was,  in  facl, 
a fudden  hernia  of  the  uterus  quite  through  the 
os  externum  .*  in  this  perilous  and  alarming  fitua 
don,  {he  was  vifited  by  an  ignorant  woman  mid- 
wife, by  no  means  equal  to  any  pait  of  the 
fun&ion  in  which  fhe  was  employed;  who,  with 
much  frivolous  felf-importance,  affured  the  pa- 
tient that  all  would  be  well  over  as  foon  as 
the  pains  became  ftronger,  but  that  (lie  muft 
not  lay  down  upon  the  bed  on  any  account ; 
and  that  it  was  nothing  but  her  rupture  that 
had  come  down  before  the  child,  which  would 
foon  follow;  but  no  pain,  farther  than  one 
continued  anxiety  and  uneafmefs  coming  on, 
a uterine  hemorrhage  beginning,  and  the  wo- 
man growing  very  faint,  her  relations  (aw 
the  neceffity  of  fuperior  advice,  and  fent  away 
with  all  expedition  for  the  above-mentioned 
Practitioner,  who  was  luckily  difengaged,  and 
cave  his  attendance  intlantly ; he  immediately 
preferred  an  hotizontal  fituation,  and  the  woman 

being  laid  down  upon  her  left  fide  on  a bed, 

he 
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lie  examined,  and  difcovered  an  entire  her- 
nia of  the  uterus,  and  both  that  and  the 
child  hanging;  down  to  fome  diflance  below  the 

O O 

pudenda  ; (lie  laboured  under  all  the  fymptoms 
of  intejlinal  and  epiploic  hernia ; the  uterine  on- 
fiet  was  fituated  in  an  oblique  direction,  and  fo 
very  hi^h  up,  that  he  could  but  juft  reach  it 
with  his  finger  in  the  vagina  ; the  edges  of  it  he 
perceived  were  very  thin,  and  capable  of  no  great 
refiftancc ; and  as  the  fituation  of  the  patient 
was  full  of  danger,  and  the  folicitude  of  her 
friends  inexpreffibiy  great,  he  gradually  dif- 
tenrled  the  os  tinea , gained  admilhon  for  his 
hand,  broke  the  membranes,  and  found  the  feet 
prefenting,  which  he  took  hold  of,  and  care- 
fully extracted,  and  afterwards  delivered  the 
child  j taking  care,  as  much  as  poftible,  to  fup- 
port  the  inferior  part  of  the  uterus , in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  it  might  not  receive  any  injury 
from  its  own  as  well  as  the  child’s  preternatural 
fituation : thus  was  the  delivery  performed,  and 
foon  after  the  uterus  reduced:  which  he  obferves,, 
its  own  contractions  greatly  contributed  to  faci-. 
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litate,  he  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  find  the  woman 
and  child  recover  beyond  his  expectations.  Wc 
may  rely  on  the  teflimony  of  Mauriceau  for  a 
cafe,  where  the  uterus  in  a ventral  hernia  was 
protruded,  along  with  the  inteflines  above  the 
belly,  and  contained  in  a tumor  of  a very  extra- 
ordinary fize.  The  woman,  however,  he  tells 
us,  was  brought  to-bed  at  the  expiration  of  her  ♦ 
term,  without  any  thing  more  than  the  common 
afTiilance. — -La  Motte  has  given  us  feverai 
cafes  of  various  kinds,  and  related  the  particu- 
lar embarraffments  which  attended  them,  during 

i 

parturition.  Vide  chap.  6.  obf.  519,  320,  321, 
322,  8c  323.  And  in  his  following  obfervation, 
he  recites  the  -cafe  of  a woman,  in  a preternatu- 
ral labour,  whpfe  uterus  and  child  hung  down 
pendulous,  like  a bag,  to  the  middle  of  her 
thighs  ; but  whom,  notwithstanding,  he  fafely 
delivered,  and  (he  recovered  beyond  his  expecta- 
tions. — Ruysch  mentions  a cafe,  where  the 
hernia , though  prolapjed  as  low  as  the  knee,  wras 
reduced  by  the  midwife  before  delivery;  which 
was  afterwards  fafely  performed,  and  the  woman 
had  a good  recovery.  CASE 
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CASE  LXXVIII. 

/ 

rT^ 

II E fame  Pra&irioner  was  defircd  to  go 
to  the  abidance  of  a Gentlewoman,  who  had 
been  nearly  a week  in  labour ; (he  was  at- 
tended by  two  Gentlemen  of  the  profeffion ; 
the  firfl  of  whom  was  called  on  the  third 
day ; after  a midwife  had  informed  him,  that 
the  patient  had  borne  four  children,  whofe 
biiths  had  all  been  eafy  and  natural ; that  about 
fix  weeks  before  the  commencement  of  her 
labour,  (lie  had  unfoitunately  flipped  down 

flairs,  and  received  a violent  blow  on  the  left 

# 

fide  of  her  belly  ; that,  upon  being  taken  up, 
fhe  exclaimed,  that  Jomething  had  given  way , 
and  broke  within  her ; and  from  that  time  file 

j 

had  almoft  continually  complained  of  an  acute 
pain  in  the  hypogajlric  region:  this  was  the  ac- 
count which  he  had  received  from  the  midwife. 

E 4 He 
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He  farther  informed  him,  that  on  his  arri- 
val, he  found  the  uterine  orifice  fomewhat  di- 
lated, the  membranes  broke,  and  the  pains 
weak  and  didant;  {he  complained  of  naufea, 
vomiting,  and  a fixt  uneafmefs  in  the  hypogaflric 
region ; he  gave  her  an  opiate,  and  as  (lie  had 
had  no  dooi  for  two  days,  ordered  an  emol- 
lient clyfler:  upon  being  called  again,  the  next 
day,  he  found  the  os  tincce  fomething  more 
dilated ; the  labour  pains  were  rather  (Ironger 
and  more  frequent,  and  the  pain  about  the  os 
Jacrum  and  hypogaflric  region  much  increafed;  (lie 
vomited  often,  the  pulfe  was  low  and  quick,  the 
head  not  in  the  lead  advanced  into  the  pelvis , 
fcarcely  to  be  felt,  and  feemed  to  recede,  rather 
than  to  protrude,  in  time  of  a pain;  extreme 
weaknefs  foon  afterwards  enfued  ; fire  could  not 

• ‘ c < 

lie  down  without  the  mod-  i'ntenfe  pain  ; a pof- 

ture,  between  fetting  and  lying  was  propofed ; 

« • • » ■ 1 * ■ • • ■ • * ^ 

but  even  that  was  fo  very  painful,  that  die  had 
not  the  lead  cafe,  and  wras  obliged  to  be  got  up 
right  again,  which  was  only  a momentary  relief. 
Another  Practitioner  was  called  in,  who  finding; 

things 


/ 
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Lings  in  this  defperate  fituation  ; the  patient  cn- 
eebled  and  finking,  and  great  dejedion  prevail- 
ng  over  the  friends  and  attendants  ; it  was  a- 

i 

;rced,  that  the  author  of  this  cafe  might  be  fent 
or,  which  was  accordingly  done  ; he  deferibes 
he  patient  under  much  lofs  of  exertion,  the  foc- 
us very  high  up,  and  receding  from  the  touch  ; 
die  woman  continually  racked  with  pain  in  the 
'bdomen  and  about  the  os  Jacrum , without  the 
eafl  intermiffion ; flooding,  often  vomiting, 
-arcely  fenfible,  and  voiding  her  urine  involun- 
arily : in  this  diftreffing  crilis,  with  the  concurr- 
ence of  the  other  Gentlemen,  the  delivery  was 
ffifted  with  as  much  expedition  as  poffible,  by 
arning  the  foetus,  and  extrading  it  by  the  feet ; . 
ae  child  was  very  livid  and  black,  and  appeared 
) have  been  a long  time  dead.  Soon  after  the 
elivery  the  pulfe  funk,  vomiting,  hiccup,  and 
anvulfions  came  on  ; and  notwithflanding  every 
afiible  me^ns  was  ufed  to  fave  the  patient,  fhc 
>ed  delirious  on  the  third  day  after  her  delivery, 
aving  obtained  leave  of  her  friends,  the  Gen- 
2mcn  concerned  in  the  cafe,  proceeded  to  open 


the 


[ 5S  ] 

the  body;  and  upon  making  an  incinon  through 
the  integuments  of  the  abdomen , a bloody  dif- 
charge  of  a very  fetid  hnell  ilfued  from  the 
opening  ; the  omentum  contained  a quantity  of 
purulent  matter,  was  black  and  gangrenous; 
the  ftomach  was  diflended  and  inflamed;  the  in- 
teflines  were  fwelled  and  inflated;  great  part  of 
the  peritoneum  bore  a very  morbid  appearance, 
was  greatly  difcoloured  ; in  fome  places  covered 
with  hydatids , and  wholly  feparated  from  the 
uterus , which  contained  a great  quantity  of  ex- 
travafated  blood  and  fetid  coagula , and  was 
found  ruptured  in  its  cavity  next  to  the  internal 
orifice , and  within  an  inch  of  its  edges  to  the 
breadth  of  nearly  four  inches  ; the  body  of  the 
uterus  was  much  lefs  difcoloured  than  the  collum. 
uteri , which  had  a very  black  and  gangrenous 
appearance ; the  bladder  was  not  in  the  lead  af- 
fecled;  nor  did  any  morbid  appearances  prevail 
over  the  ligaments  of  the  uterus , the  cvariay  or' 
j alio  pi  am  tubes:  as  the  fymptoms,  which  imme- 
diately came  on  after  the  accident  were  highly 
charaderifiic  of  the  injury  done  to  the  uterus , 
* theft 
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there  appears  every  degree  of  reafon  to  aferihe 
this  fatal  event  folely  to  the  violence  of  the  fall. 
—All  writers  agree,  that  the  rupture  of  the 
womb,  is  one  of  the  moll  deplorable  occurrences 
which  happen  in  labour ; becaufe  fuch  cafes 
arc  generally  fatal  both  to  mother  and  child. 
In  Ranees,  however,  are  not  wanting  of  women 
who  have  furvived  this  terrible  accident:  and 
As  T ruc  mentions  one,  of  a woman,  at  Thou- 
louse,  in  France,  who  carried  a child  in  the 
cavity  of  her  belly  for  twenty-five  years,  which 
had  opened  itfelf  a paffage  in  a bad  labour,  by 
rupturing  the  womb,  as  appeared  on  opening 

s 

the  woman  after  her  death.  — In  the  Medical 

N 

Corrfmentaries,  vol.  vi.  p.  i 23.  we  meet  with 
no  lefs  than  five  cafes  of  different  labours,  in 

f 1 1 

all  of  which  ruptures  of  the  uterus  occurred; 
in  fome  of  them,  our  author  (Mr.  John  Stei- 
dele,  Surgeon  of  Vienna)  was  immediately 
concerned  as  a Pra&itioner  in  Midwifery;  the 
others  were  communicated  to  him  by  friends 
and  acquaintance.  In  the  firfl  of  thefe  cafes, 
he  gives  a particular  detail  of  all  the  fymp- 

toms 
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toms  attending  his  patients,  which  are  generally 

» 

confequent  upon  a ruptured  uterus;  the  violent 


pain  in  the  region  of  the  os  Jacrum , he  fays,  had 
continued  without  interruption,  till  a Judden 
cracking  noife  had  been  obferved,  even  by  the 
by-flanders ; and  that  immediately  upon  this 
the  pains  had  abated,  but  a very  coniiderabl<f 


haemorrhage  occurred  from  the  vagina ; the 
head  of  the  child,  which  had  before  continued 
to  prefent,  could  not  now  be  difeovered,  and 


the  woman  being  in  a defperate  fituation,  he 
thought  it  advifeable  to  efFecl  a delivery  imme- 
diately by  the  feet,  which  was  accordingly  done, 
the  child  being  dead  ; but  as  it  did  not  appear 
to  have  been  long  fo,  fome  attempts  were  made 
for  its  recovery,  tho’  without  effech  Our  author 
further  tells  us,  that  nothing  was  omitted,  that 
could,  with  any  probability,  be  of  fervice  to 
the  mother;  but  no  relief  being  obtained,  fhe  fur- 
vived  to  the  twelfth  day  only  after  her  delivery  : 
he  then  proceeds  to  deferibe  the  appearances  of 
the  flcmach,  intehines,  omentum , and  parts  con- 
tiguous: and  adds,  that  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 

contained 
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contained  a quantity  of  black  putrid  blood  ; 
that  the  body  of  the  uterus  itfelf,  near  to  the 
ruptured  parts  was  gangrenous;  but  that  the 
peritoneum  covering  that  vijeus  was  not  in  any 
decree  affe&ed. — The  fecond  cafe  lie  relates, 

was  communicated  to  him  by  Mr.  Crantz; 

\ 

a woman  having  died  in  the  courfe  of  a tedious 
labour ; the  Cefarian  operation  was  performed 
foon  after  her  death,  when  the  uterus  was  found 
ruptured  to  fuch  an  extent,  as  to  admit  of  the 
body  of  the  foetus , being  almofl  wholly  protruded 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen:  the  only  circum- 
flance,  which  occurred  on  diife£lion,  as  the 
caufe  of  the  rupture  of  the  uterus , w'as  the  fize  of 
the  fcetus , which  was  much  larger  than  ufual ; 
and  from  the  account  given  by  the  midwife 
who  attended,  it  had  probably  prefented  in  a pre- 
ternatural dire&ion.  The  third  and  fourth  Cafes, 

4 

we  are  informed,  occurred  to  Mr.  Lkemach^r, 
of  Vienna;  the  Cefarian  operation  was  in 

both  performed,  foon  after  the  death  of  the 

# 

mothers:  but  it  is  not  faid,  whether  either  of 

the  children  were  faved : a verv  concife  and 

/ 

diftinctj 


fiances,  which  happened  in  the  fifth  cafe,  by 
Mr.  SteidflE;  to  which  the  reader  is  referred: 
and,  I {hall  only  obferve,  that  in  the  five  cafes 
here  related  by  our  author,  the  ruptures  all 
occurred  in  different  fituadons  of  the  uterus ; 
from  which  he  very  reafonably  infers,  that  everv 
part  of  that  vifcus  is  equally  liable  to  be  rup- 


tured. 


CASE) 
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CASE  LXXIX. 

% 

AN  all  the  cliforders  of  the  (oft  parts which 
have  rendered  labours  difficult,  no  one  fo  fel- 
doin  occurs,  or  has  been  taken  lefs  notrce  of  by 
writers  in  Midwifery,  as  the  Jwelling  of  one 
of  the  labia,  to  fuch  an  exceffive  degree,  as  to 
give  mofl  exquifite  pain  to  the  patient,  and  much 
trouble  before  the  birth  of  the  child : in  the 
courfe  of  a long  and  extenfivc  praflice,  I never 
met  with  an  inflance  of  it;  but  I can  rely  on 
the  teflimony  of  the  Gentleman,  to  whom  I 
owe  the  two  preceding  communications,  for 
a cafe  of  this  kind,  which  occurred  to  him  on 
the  29th  of  June,  1772;  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  which  day,  he  was  called  to  the  affiflance 
of  a woman  in  labour  of  her  fir  ft  child ; fhe 

• i 

had  been  attended  bv  a midwife  for  the  whole  of 

» 

the 
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the  two  preceding  days  and  nights:  upon  enqui-s 
ring  into  the  cafe,  he  was  told,  that  her  pains 
had  been  very  lharp  and  flrong  for  many  hours 
together ; that  the  membranes  burft  at  eleven 
o’clock  the  night  before;  and  the  waters  from 
that  time  had  continued  to  come  away  with  fo 
much  blood,  as  to  make  the  patient  very  faint 
and  low:  he  was  alfo  privately  informed  by  the 

\ l 

midwife,  that  a part  of  the  child,  or  after-birth, 
which  felt  foft  and  flefhy,  was  come  down,  and 
pufhed  forward  in  a pain,  but  could  not  be  de- 
livered. He  found  the  woman  in  a weak  and 
deje&ed  hate:  and,  upon  examination,  difeo- 
vered  a tumor  of  an  uncommon  fize,  foft,  large, 
and  covering  the  whole  of  the  external  orifice; 
by  carrying  his  finger  round  the  tumor , he  got 
admittance  to  the  os  externum , which  was  much 
di (tended,  and  the  head  preffing  clofely  down 
upon  it  ; he  had  at  hrft  taken  this  fwclling  for 
an  hernia;  but  upon  enquiry  was  informed, 
that  the  patient  had  never  perceived  the  lead  en- 
largement before  her  labour  commenced;  and 
• • « 

that  foon  afterwards  flic  found  a gradual  incrcafc 

of 
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of  fize,  which  gave  her  exceftive  pain,  till  the 
tumor  burft;  and  difcharged  its  contents,  when 
the  pain  abated,  and  fhe  was  eafier : upon  in- 
fpetfiing  the  parts,  he  found  the  J welling  entirely 
confined  to  the  left  labium  pndendi,  and  that  the 
bleeding  had  entirely  proceeded  from  the  aper- 
ture of  the  part  which  had  burfl ; not  appre- 
hending any  danger  from  this  difeharge,  in  a 
part,  where  no  confiderable  blood  velfels  could 
be  ruptured,  he  was  not  in  the  lead  alarmed, 
but  recommended  the  patient  to  be  liberally  fup- 
ported  with  nourifhment;  a poultice  of  bread 
and  miik,  foftened  with  the  unguentum  Jlor . fam~ 
buciy  to  be  immediately  applied  to  the  parts  j and 

after  adminifiering  thirty  drops  of  the  tinclura 

• • 

thebaica , in  a cupful  of  tea,  advifed  patience,  as 
the  only  remedy  to  bring  matters  to  a fafe  and  hap- 
py ilfue  ; the  patient  foon  got  fome  refrefhing  reft, 
which  (lie  flood  in  very  great  need  of;  the  poul- 
tice was  renewed ; the  pulfe  became  ftronger  ; 
the  /welling  diminifhed;  the  kamorrhage  was  too 
lulling  to  be  confidered  as  a matter  of  any  con- 
fequcncc ; the  head  flowly,  though  gradually 

^ 0L*  ^ advanced 
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advanced,  and  in  twelve  hours  from  his  fir  ft  at- 
tendance the  patient  was  fafely  delivered : foon  after 
which,  the  parts  were  fomented  with  warm  milk 
and  water,  dreffed  with  a digeflivefor  a few  days; 
at  length  healed  without  any  farther  trouble,  and 
the  patient  had  a tolerable  good  recovery.  There 
is  fometimes  a contufion  of  one  or  both  of  the 
labia  magna  in  natural  births ; probably  owing 
to  the  great  diflenfion  of  the  os  externum , in  re- 
ceding from  the  prefture  in  the  paflage  of  the 
child’s  head  ; fo  that  fome  of  the  fmaller  vef- 
fels  may  be  ruptured,  and  an  ecchymofis  enfues : 
two  inftances  of  this  kind,  we  meet  with  in  the 
fifth  volume  of  The  London  Medical  Obferva- 
lions,  as  related  by  Dr.  Macbride  of  Dublin; 
which  were  both  after  delivery : and  Dr.  Robert 
Maitland,  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  Medical 
Commentaries,  vol.  vi.  p.  85,  deferibes  a cafe 
in  many  refpe&s  fimilar  to  the  above  : with  this 
difference  only,  that  the  hemorrhage  was  more 
violent,  and  the  tumor  felt  to  the  touch,  like  the 
membranes  of  the  foetus,  when  far  protruded, 
before  they  break  in  delivery : the  tumor , he 

tell* 
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tells  us,  fpread  itfelf  all  over  the  mouth  of  the 

vagina,  and  was  nearly  as  large  as  the  head  of  a 
new  born  child  ; and  the  infide  of  the  labium  was 
turned  fo  much  outwards,  that  on  the  firfl  ap- 
plication of  the  hand,  the  fkin  and  hair  of  the 
parts  were  not  at  all  felt:  in  fhort,  he  fays,  on 
the  furface,  there  was  no  mark  whereby  to  diftin- 
guifh  it  from  the  protruded  membranes;  and  he  is 
apt  to  fufpe&,  that  the  midwife  had,  in  reality 
fallen  into  this  miflake  ; and  that  the  opening  into 
it,  which  he  then  difeovered,  had  been  made  by 
her  on  that  fuppcfition  : this  opening  was  big 
enough  to  admit  his  middle  finger,  and  from  thence 


i 


the  difeharge  of  blood  had  evidently  proceed- 
ed ; his  advice  was,  to  wait  patiently  for  the  de- 
livery, when  he  imagined  the  J\ welling  would 
fubfide:  he  therefore  ordered  the  parts  to  be  fo- 


mented with  a ftrong  infufton  of  chamomile  Jlow- 
trs,  and  in  the  intervals  of  the  fomentation  a 
warm  cloth  was  conftantly  applied  over  them : 


the  birth,  he  fays,  advanced  with  a gradual,  tho5 
flow  progrefs,  and  before  night  the  fize  of  the 
fwelling  was  coufiderably  diminifhed;  the  flow 

F 2 of 


[ 63  ] 

of  pure  blood  had  flopt,  and  only  clots  continued 

from  time  to  time  coming  away;  the  next  day 

] — — 

the  patient  was  delivered,  and  in  three  hours 
after  that  the  tumor  had  very  much  fubfided  ; 
and  he  ordered  the  fame  applications  to  be 
continued : on  the  day  after  her  delivery  Hie 

had  an  incontinence  of  urine,  complained 
much  of  pain  in  the  bottom  of  her  belly; 
and  he  difeovered,  that  in  the  birth,  the  peri- 
neum had  been  lacerated  almofl  quite  to  the 
anus,  though  it  had  efcaped  the  obfervation  of 
the  midwife  who  had  delivered  her;  thtjwslling 

was  almofl  quite  gone,  and  only  difeoarged  a 
Pd all  quantity  of  purulent  matter  from  the  edges 
of  the  orifice  ; the  parts  were  w'afhed  frequently 
with  milk  and  water,  and  the  lacerated  perinaum 
d re  fifed  with  unguent,  bajil.  Jlav.  the  difeharge, 
which  w-as  at  firfl  extremely  offenGve,  foon  be- 
came lefs  fo,  and  diminilhed  in  quantity;  the  in- 
continence of  urine  only  continued  two  or  three 
days,  and  the  patient  had  a very  good  recovery  : 
after  finding  that  the  J welling  was  confined  to  one 

of  the  labia  pudendi : our  ingenious  author  avers, 

that 
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that  he  fufpefled  it  to  be  a hernia ; but  upon 
being  informed  that  the  patient  had  never 
known  any  fuch  complaint,  prior  to  her  la- 
hour,  this  fuppofition  was  not  probable ; and 
upon  introducing  his  finger  into  the  opening, 
he  was  foon  convinced  that  there  was  nothin? 

O 

contained  in  it  but  coagulated  blood:  it  would 
leem,  fays  he,  that  by  the  prefifure  of  the 
child  s head,  and  the  violent  firetching  of  the 
parts,  during  the  labour-pains,  fome  of  the 
fmall  blood  vefTels  had  been  burfl,  and  had  de- 
pofited  a quantity  of  blood  in  the  cellular  mem~ 
branCy  which  is  interpofed  betwixt  the  doublings 
of  the  ikin  that  form  the  labia  pudendi ; that  this 
is  the  nature  of  the  Jwtlltng , appears  more  pro- 
bable, when  we  compare  it  to  the  haemorrhoids , 
which  it  exactly  refembles : and  I am  perfuad- 
cd,  continues  he,  that  the  fame  aflrijigeut  ap- 
plications,  which  are  proper  in  them  would, 
hkewife  in  this  cafe,  be  the  bed  remedies  : in 
regard  to  the  orifice,  which  we  have  con- 
jeclured  to  have  been  made  by  the  midwife,  it 
n-  ifl  be  allowed,  that  the  J welling  might 

3 have- 
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have  burft  of  its  own  accord ; yet  he  is  inclined 
to  think  otherwife,  from  its  having  happened  be- 
fore the  internal  lining  of  the  vagina , (a  firm 
compaft  membrane)  could  in  all  probability 
have  given  way,  and  from  the  great  difficulty 
there  was  of  diflinguifliing  the  Jwclling  from  the 
furface  of  the  protruded  membranes.  He  put- 
pofely  avoids  faying  any  thing  of  the  inconti- 
nence of  the  urine,  or  the  laceration  of  the  pc- 
rinceum  ; a$  accidents  not  uncommon  in  labo- 
rious cafes  j nor  would  an  account  of  them  con- 
tribute to  the  right  undemanding  of  the  /welling, 
which  alone  he  meant  to  defcribe. 

In  this  difeafe  of  the  labia  magna  in  time  of 
labour,  we  find,  in  general,  that  the  Jwelling 
gradually  increafes  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  give 
cxceffive  pain ; and,  at  length,  when  the  tumor 
bnrfls,  the  pain  immediately  abates. 


case 
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CASE  LXXX. 

From  the  fame  fource  of  intelligence  as  the 
three  preceding  hiftories,  I derive  the  fubfequent 
cafe  of  a young  Lady,  of  an  irritable  and  deli- 
cate habit ; who,  in  a fliort  time  after  mar- 
riage, was  attacked  with  frequent  retchings  and 
ficknefs,  particularly  of  a morning;  {he  loathed 
her  food,  loft  her  appetite,  and  was  fometimes 
feized  with  a vertigo , was  often  drowfy,  and  la- 
boured  under  pain  and  tenfion  in  her  breads  ; thefe 
complaints  were  looked  upon  by  her  female  ac- 
quaintance as  the  fur  eft  indications  of  pregnancy; 
but  their  opinion  was  much  daggered  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  her  menfes:  a circumftance  which 
had  never  before  attended  her ; this  difcharge 
fhe  had  firft  experienced  on  the  firft  of  March, 
1 7 73  > aSa*n  on  the  27th  of  the  fame  month  ; 

F 4 and 
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and  a third  time,  onf  the  24th  of  April:  in  this 
flate  of  the  cafe,  by  the  advice  of  her  friends,  fhe 
had  recourfe  to  the  Gentleman,  to  whom  I am 
obliged  for  this  information  ; who  feeling  the  os 
tinea  high  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis , and  the  womb, 
as  he  deferibes  it,  rather  poizing  on  the  end  of 
his  finger , determined  him  to  pronounce  her  in 
a flate  of  pregnancy  ; finding  her  of  a lax  habit, 
he  preferibed  tonics  to  brace  her  nerves ; for- 
bade her  drinking  much  tea,  to  which  (lie 
had  been  too  partial;  advifed  a loofe  f)  flem  of 
drefs,  the  greatefl  eafe  of  body,  and  a nou- 
rifhing  balfamic  diet.  At  the  next  monthly  pe- 
riod, the  menfes  flowed  again  ; but  now  the  uterus 
began  to  rife  above  the  fmphifis  of  the  pubest 
and  the  motion  of  th z foetus  became  fp  evident, 
that  not  the  lead  doubt  remained  of  the  cafe  ; 
{lie  continued  to  menfruatc  to  the  full  end  of 
her  term;  when,  after  an  eafy  natural  labour  of  a 
few  hours,  fhe  was  delivered  of  a fmall  child,  much 
more  healthy  and  ilrong  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pelled : but  what  was  very  extraordinary,  (lie  ne- 
ver afterwards  either  conceived  or  menflruatcd,  yet 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed  a tolerable  fhare  of  health.  In  the  firft 
clafs  of  diforders  which  attend  pregnancy,  there 
is  not  a more  certain  criterion  of  that  flate,  than 
the  obflru&ion  of  the  menjes ; yet  it  may  become  a 
very  difficult  point  in  Midwifery,  to  afeertain  the 
pregnancy  by  this  rule  alone : and  we  find  by  the 
foregoing  cafe,  that  even  the  appearance  of  them, 
after  conception,  is  not  a certain  fign  to  the  con- 
trary; therefore,  to  decide  by  the  touch,  mufl 
at  all  times  be  the  mod  preferable  method,  as 
the  leafl  liable  to  error. — Daventer  has  related 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  afeertaining 
impregnation  by  the  obflru&ion  of  the  menjes , 
in  the  very  fingular  cafe  of  a woman  who  had 
never  her  courjes  before  the  child  was  concei- 
ved ; but  that  afterwards,  even  to  her  delivery, 
y a regular  and  fet  times ; after  ffie 

was  brought  to-bed,  they  flowed  again  till  her 
next  conception  ; and  then  they  flowed,  and  left 
off  as  before,  till  ffie  had  bore  all  her  children; 
fo  that  there  was  no  more  certain  figns  of  her 
conception  than  the  returns  of  her  courjes , and 
yet  ffie  was  in  perfect  health. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXXI. 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR,  COE  IN  MACKENZIE. 

I ' 4 

MARCH  Z4,  1769. 

«•  DEAR  SIR, 

r 

“ An  uncommon  occurrence  in 

1 

il  practice  which  never  before  fell  to  my  (hare, 

* 

“ induces  me  to  trouble  you  with  the  circum- 
“ fiances  attending  on  it;  which  are  as  follow: 
I4  — A perfon,  in  the  practice  of  Midwifery, 
“ was  fent  for  to  a young  woman  in  labour 
“ of  her  firft  child  ; it  was  a preternatural  cafe ; 
“ the  feet  prefenting,  violence  and  hurry  were 
“ ufed : the  body  was  delivered  with  much  diffi- 

r / 

“ cultv ; 

/ * 
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Acuity;  and  by  being  pulled  with  too  great  a 
“ degree  of  force,  was  feparated  from  the  head, 
4‘  which  was  left  flicking  in  the  pelvis;  this  fo 
“ much  alarmed  and  terrified  the  attendants, 
44  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  call  in  farther 
44  afliftance,  I was  fent  for:  and  in  about  fix 
4‘  hours  after  the  accident  happened  I arrived  at 
«*  the  houfe,  which  was  a fcene  of  tumult  and 
“ confufion  ; th e accoucheur  flood  reproached  from 
41  all  quarters,  his  knowledge  was  called  in  quef- 
don,  and  his  praclice  cenfured ; whilfl  he  al- 
44  ledged  in  his  own  behalf,  that  what  he  had  done, 
44  was  intended  for  the  bell,  as  the  child  had  been 
44  long  fince  dead:  an  affertion  however,  which  I 
*'•  found  gained  but  little  credit  from  the  bye- 
44  flanders  ; having  fallen  in  the  efleem  of  whom, 
44  and  loft  the  confidence  of  the  patient,  he  had 
44  been  denied  anv  endeavours  to  deliver  the  head : 

4 4 

44  his  fituation  was  truly  embarraffing,  and  requi- 
44  red  confolation  ; although  his  deportment  to 

t 

44  me  at  fitft  was  not  the  moft  gentle,  yet  refle$> 
44  ing  how  much  he  had  had  to  ruffle  his  tem- 


44  per. 
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M per»  and  difquict  his  mind,  I palled  it  over  in  * 
filent  pity;  allured  him,  I wifhed  not  to  take- 
44  the  lead  advantage  of  his  unlucky  fituation, 

“ which  might  have  happened  to  any  one  ; that 
44  I begged  we  might  look  upon  it  as  one  com- 
44  inon  caufe,  in  which  we  were  both  embarked; ; 
“and  in  conjunction  endeavour  to  finifh  the  i 
“ bufmefs  with  fafety  to  the  patient,  and  fatif- 
“ faction  to  the  company;  the  woman  had  loft 
44  but  little  blood,  yet  was  very  faint,  and  fuf- 
4‘  fered  much  anxiety  of  mind;  there  had  been 
“ an  entire  ceflation  of  labour  pains  for  fome  1 
“ time : I gave  her  all  the  encouragement  in 
4‘  my  power,  and  upon  examining,  found  the 
“ head  in  the  vagina  at  the  bottom  of  the 
44  pelvis ; one  ear  of  the  child  being  under  the.1 1 
44  ramus  of  the  ifehium,  determined  the  fitua— I 
“ tion  of  the  head:  I therefore  propofed  the  ufe 
44  of  the  forceps,  which  was  approved  of;  and. 
“ the  patient  being  placed  on  her  left  fide,  near 
the  edge  of  the  bed;  having  lubricated  one  i 
44  blade,  I carefully  conduced  it  between  the  I 
44  head  of  the  child,  and  the  hand  previoufly  in-  ; 
44  troduced:  the  fccond  blacle  of  the  forceps  II 

I 

41  applied- 
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“ applied  in  the  fame  cautious  manner,  and  ha- 
“ ving  locked  them,  began  gently  to  extra#,  by 
41  intervals  inclining  the  handles  to  the  abdomen , 
“ till  the  head  began  to  extend  the  external  ori - 
44  Jice;  then  fupporting  the  perineum  to  prevent 
14  its  being  lacerated,  within  the  fpace  of  twenty 
44  minutes  entirely  effected  the  delivery;  the  pla- 
' 44  centa  was  extra#ed  very  gently  to  prevent 
14  flooding:  and  the  patient  continues  in  a fair 
14  way  of  recovery.  I am,  See1'. 


THE  ANSWER. 


“ DEAR  SIR, 


I 


AM  obliged  to  you  for  the 

44  Cafe,  in  which  the  head  was  left  in  the  vagina  ; 

, \ , 

14  had  it  been  in  the  uterus , embarralfments  of 
41  a more  alarming  nature,  than  tliofe  which  you 


«c 


encoun- 
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14  encountered,  might  have  followed,  and  It 
44  might  have  been  found  difficult  10  afcertain  the 
44  head’s  fitiiation  ; in  which  cafe,  the  forceps, 

44  of  either  fort,  would  perhaps  have  proved 
44  inefficient,  and  the  crotchet  or  nature  muff 
44  ultimately  have  done  the  bufinefs.  I had 
44  lately  a cafe  of  the  head’s  being  left  behind  in  i 
44  the  uterus ; many  unfuccefsful  attempts  had 
44  been  made  to  deliver  it;  the  danger  of  the  pa- 
44  tient  made  its  diflodgment  abfolutely  neceffary  j 
44  I paffed  one  hand  pretty  high  up,  and  the  ver~ 

44  tex  being  brought  downwards,  and  the  head 
44  preffed  upon  firmly  by  the  hands  of  an  affift-  I 
44  ant,  the  crotchet  was  introduced  within  fide  I 
44  my  hand,  turned  and  fixt  in  the  head  immedi- 
44  ately  above  the  left  temporal  bone;  my  Other  I 
44  hand  being  paffed  up  on  the  oppofite  fide  as  an  i| 
44  antagonifl  to  the  crotchet,  and  the  fingets  hook-  i 
44  ed  in  the  mouth,  the  head  was  brought  thro’ 

44  the  pelvis  without  any  very  great  difficulty:  j 
44  you  will  pleafc  to  obferve,  however,  that  had: 
44  the  dimenfions  of  the  head  been  larger,  it 
44  might  have  proved  a much  more  arduous  tafkr 

44  and 
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44  and  the  head  mud  have  been  brought  through 

o to 

*{  the  pelvis  with  greater  mechanical  obfervation. 
44  I commend  you  for  entering  into  no  contefl' 
44  with  the  Pra&itioner  who  was  firfl  fent  for  ; 
“for  the  bejl  may  err  : his  want  of  judgment 
“ was  a great  misfortune  both  to  the  patient  and 
4‘  himfelf,  and  may  afford  us  a ufeful  leffon  un- 
44  der  fimilar  occurrences : various  tire  a teles , 
44  nets , noofes,  See.  have  been  invented  for  ex- 
44  tracing  the  head,  when  thus  feparated  and 
'‘left;  but,  I truft,  and  believe,  that  the  for - 
“ ceps,  hook,  or  crotchet,  will,  in  this  exU 
41  gency,  ever  have  the  preference. 


(i 


Yours,  See,” 


CASE 


•- 
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CASE  LXXXII. 

I N the  two  preceding  Cafes,  we  may  obferve, 
that  it  was  found  expedient  to  accomplifh  the  deli- 
very, by  extracting  the  head  with  the  forceps 
and  crotchet ; but  there  are  many  inftances 
wherein  the  head  has  been  entirely  feparated 
from  the  body  by  the  violence  of  the  force  ufed, 
or  from  the  putrified  flate  of  the  foetus,  and  after- 
wards expelled  by  the  action  of  the  uterus , 
without  any  ill  confequence  to  the  mother.  A 
woman  in  this  town,  named  Chapman,  remark- 
able for  unfortunate  labours,  was  attended  by  a 
M an  Midwife,  of  Maidstone,  in  the  month  of 
June,  1759*  who,  a^ter  waiting  with  her  a eori- 
fiderable  time,  and  finding  a w7rong  prefentation, 
judged  it  proper  to  turn  the  child,  which  with 
much  difficulty  he  effe&ed,  brought  down  the 

feet, 
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feet,  and  delivered  to  the  head;  in  extrafling  of 
which  it  feparated  at  the  vertebra  colli , and  was 
left  in  the  uterus  till  the  eighth  day  afterwards, 
when  it  began  to  come  away  in  a diffolved  and 
highly  putrid  ftate.  During  the  whole  time  of 
its  retention,  the  woman  Offered  exceedingly  by 
ficknels  and  nan  Tea  ; from  which  (Ire  was  never 
totally  relieved,  till  the  whole  of  the  remaining 
fub fiance  was  expelled  from  the  uterus.  She 

k v t 

nad  not  felt  the  child  for  feveral  days,  and 
had  complained  of  coldnefs  and  a heavy  tu- 
mor, gravitating  in  her  belly;  and  from  the 
maiks  of  putrefaflion,  which  appeared  on  the 
body  of  the  child  when  delivered,  it  was  plain 
that  it  had  been  dead  for  fome  time. 


VO L II. 
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CASE  LXXXIII. 

o N the  2d  oi  August,  1768,  I was  fent 
for  to  Elizabeth  Barnes,  a poor  woman,  of 
the  parifh  of  Wateringbury  ; fhe  was  naturally 
df  a weakly  confiitution,  and  had  always  beeil 
lubje&  to  tedious  and  difficult  labours  : upon 
the  breaking  of  the  membranes  the  feet  prefented, 
which  the  midwife  laid  hold  of,  and  without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  return  of  pains,  in  a 

violent  and  hally  manner  pulled  and  brought 

*/ 

down  the  child,  fo  that  the  body  was  protruded  ; 
but  the  head  flicking  in  the  vagina , ffie  had 
made  feveral  efforts  to  deliver  it,  and  with  fo 
much  force,  that  the  integuments  and  mufcles 
had  given  way,  and  were  beginning  to  fcparate  : 
(lie  told  me  the  child  had  fluck  at  the  ffioulders, 
and  that  ffie  had  found  hard  work  to  get  the  aims 

down  : 
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down:  I wrapped  the  body,  which  was  delivered 
in  a cloth,  and  railing  it  up  towards  the  belly  of 
the  mother,  introduced  the  fore-finger  of  my 
left  hand  into  the  mouth  of  the  child : I then 
' ordcied  an  afhflant  to  piefs'  down  lightly  upon 
► the  abdomen , and  with  a femirotatory  motion,  and 
at  the  fame  time  a gently  pulling  force,  brought 
tthe  head  to  defeend  and  enter  the  os  externum  • 
and  then  proceeding  with  care,  and  cautioufly 
guarding  the  perinaum  from  laceration,  termina- 
:ed  the  buftnefs  in  a few  minutes  ; the  placenta 
eparated,  and  came  away  very  eafily ; but  the 
iatient  catching  cold  in  the  delivery  was  thrown1 
tito  a fever,  and  did  not  entirely  recover  for  fe- 
deral months ; the  child  did  not  appear  to  have 
ieen  long  dead,  and  would  moll  probably  have 
■een  born  alive,  had  a more  judicious  method 
f deliveiy  been  at  firft  adopted.—I  have  deli- 
ered  this  woman  twice  lince,  and  in  both  cafes 
ic  children  prefented  wrong. 


C ASe 
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CASE  LXXX1V. 

# 

r-g  -i 

A HE  wife  of  a poor  man,  named  Simmons, 
was  taken  in  labour  on  tlie  29th  of  November,, 

v 

177  I » (oon  after  which  fhe  was  attended  dv  a. 
midwife  ; her  pains  were  at  firfi  fmall,  and  not. 
forcing  ; flic  had  long  intervals  between,  and. 
continued  fo  for  two  days!  foon  aftei  w’hicli  they; 
became  ftronger,  and  more  powerful ; the  mem- 
branes broke,  and  the  breech  prefented,  which 
was  gradually  pufhed  forward,  and  the  wholcd 
bodv  of  the  child  was  protruded  to  tne  nt^d, 
which  fluck  fafl  in  the  vagina , and  could  not  be 
delivered;  the  midwife  prudently  declined  ma- 
king ufe  of  any  great  force,  and  fcnt  for  me: 
five  hours  had  elapfed  before  I could  attend  on 
the  cafe  ; when  I came,  I found  an  entire  ceffa-j 
tion  of  labour  pains,  and  the  child  in  the  fituav 
tion  as  above  defcribecl ; the  puife  and  counted 


nanco 
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nance  of  the  patient  indicated  extreme  weak- 
nefs:  I raifed  the  child  up  to  the  belly  of  the 
mother,  and  palling  the  fore  linger  of  my  left 
hand  into  the  mouth  of  the  child,  whofe  face 
•was  to  the  facrttm , gently  flrove  with  my  hands 
to  extricate  the  head  ; but  was  not  able  by  any 
i means  to  effeft  it,  and  being  unwilling  to  exert 
fuch  force,  as  might  endanger  a feparation  of  it 
from  the  body,  (as  there  wfas  no  doubt  of  the  child’s 
being  dead;  and  the  woman  had  borne  feveral 
children  before;)  refolved  upon  the  ufe  of  the 
long  curved  forceps',  the  woman,  though  feeble 
land  di [heartened,  wras  fiubborn  and  untoward, 
being  naturally  of  a fretful  and  uneafy  difpofition, 
land  it  was  with  fome  difficulty,  that  I could 
make  her  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  there  was  for 
delivering  the  child;  it  was  a period  of  much 
einbarralfment : however,  having  in  fome  mea- 
sure overcome  her  perverfenefs,  by  the  bell 
afiurances  I was  able  to  give  her,  and  recruited 
her  fpirits  with  fome  mulled  wine,  fhe  was  plac’d 
on  her  left  fide  near  the  edge  of  the  bed;  an 
affi flant  fupported  the  body  and  arms  of  the 
child,  and  raifed  them  up  euclofed  in  a cloth  ta 
I G 3 the; 
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tie  belly  of  the  mother;  who  being  fupported 
by  a proper  number  of  affiflants,  I introduced  my 
left  hand  along  the  face  up  to  the  ear,  carefully 
palled  up  one  blade  of  the  forceps ; and  Toon 
after,  the  fecond,  ip  the  fame  manner  as  the 
firfl,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  the  forceps  was 
then  locked ; the  head  being  large  made  fome 
refillancc,  but  by  exerting  the  power  of  the  in^ 
flrument  gently  and  by  intervals,  the  forehead 
being  brought  down,  the  handles  of  the  forceps 
were  raifed  upwards,  and  prefently  after  the 
head  was  delivered : the  child  had  a livid  ap- 
pearance,  and  the  fcalp  was  much  enlarged  and 
tumefied  ; the  placenta  followed  foon  after  the 
delivery  of  the  head  without  any  trouble  ; and 
the  woman  remained  pretty  well  till  the  third 
day,  when,  from  errors  in  her  diet,  and  want  of 
tranquillity  of  mind,  (lie  wras  attacked  with  an 
ephemera  ; of  which,  however,  by  proper  manage- 
ment, Hie  foon  got  the  better,  and  by  the  end  of 
the  month  fufficiently  recovered  her  flrength  to 
iollow  her  domeflic  bufinefs  as  ufual : the  diffi- 
culty that  occurred  in  this  cafe  was  from  the  dif- 

proportion 
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proportion  of  the  head,  which  from  chin  to  vrrtex 
was  nearly  feven  inches,  and  laterally,  from  temple 
to  temple,  four  and  a quarter. — Mauriceau, 
when  the  infant’s  head  is  feparated  from  its 
body,  and  remains  alone  behind,  whether  be- 
caufe  of  putrefa&ion  or  otherwife,  dire£ls  the 
Surgeon  immediately,  without  delay,  whilli  the 
womb  is  yet  open,  to  introduce  his  right  hand 
to  find  the  mouth  of  this  head,  (for  there  is  no 

other  hold)  and  having  found  it,  fays,  let  him  put 

/ 

one  or  two  of  his  fingers  into  it,  and  his  thumb 
under  the  chin,  and  then,  by  little  and  little,  draw 
it  forward,  holding  it  fo  by  the  jaw;  but  if 
that  fails,  as  it  often  will  when  putrified  ; then 
let  him  pull  forth  his  right  hand,  and  flide  up 
his  left,  with  which  he  mull  fupport  the  head  ; 
and  with  the  right  take  a narrow  crotchet, 
but  ftrong,  and  with  a fingle  branch,  which  ho 
mull  guide  along  the  infide  of  his  other  hand, 
keeping  the  point  of  it  towards  it,  for  fear  of 
hurting  the  womb ; and  having  thus  introduced 
it,  let  him  turn  it  towards  the  head,  for  to  ftrika 
it  into  either  an  eye-hole,  or  the  hole  of  an  ear, 

G 4 o* 
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or  behind  the  head,  or  elfe  between  the  futures , 
as  he  finds  it  mod  eafy  and  convenient,  and  then 
draw  forth  the  head  fo  fadened  with  the  crotchet, 

I 

dill  helping  to  conduct  it  with  his  left  hand ; 
but  when  he  hath  brought  it  near  the  padage, 
being  drongly  fadened  to  the  crotchet,  let  him 
remember  to  draw  forth  his  hand,  that  the  pad 
fage,  being  not  filled  with  it,  may  be  the  larger 
and  eafier,  keeping  dill  a finger  or  {wo  on  the 
fide  of  the  head,  the  better  to  difengage  it : he 
alfo  recommends  a foft  fillet  or  linen  dip,  of  the 
breadth  of  four  fingers,  and  the  length  of  three 
quarters  of  an  ell  or  thereabouts:  this  he  dire&$ 
to  be  put  up  beyond  the  head,  fo  as  to  embrace 
it  as  a ding  doth  a done  ; but  this  is  a very 
doubtful  contrivance,  and  not  in  the  lead  to  be 
depended  on.  — Giffard,  Cafe  6g,  mentions 
the  delivery  of  a foetus,  of  about  fix  months  ; 
the  child  was  putrified,  and  by  pulling  at 
the  body  the  head  feparated  from  it,  and 
remained  in  the  uterus : as  he  had  no  in- 

flruments  with  him,  he  immediately  paffed  up 

his 
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Ills  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  the  ends  of  his 
fingers  into  the  os  internum , which  he  gently  di- 
lated, and  then  pu Thing  them  forwards  in  the 
uterus , tried  to  take  hold  of  fomc  part  of  the 
head  ; and  at  length,  by  preffing  the  end  of  a fin- 
ger  againfl  the  upper  part  of  the  head,  he  thrufl 
it  through  the  outer  integuments  ( they  being 
very  tender)  into  the  fkull,  and  there  bending  it 

in  the  manner  of  a hook,  cautioufly  drew  the 

/ 

head  forwards,  and  by  this  method  fetch'd  the 
head  out  of  the  uterus:  in  Cafe  128,  he  like- 
wife  gives  us  an  in  (lance,  where  the  child  was,  all 
but  the  head,  protruded  beyond  the  labia  pudendi, 

1 

but  that  (luck  above,  although  the  midwife  had 
pulled  fo  flrongly,  that  (lie  had  nearly  feparated 
the  body  from  the  head.  The  occafion  of  the 
child's  being  flopped  at  the  head,  he  judged  to 
be  from  the  face  being  turned  upwards  towards 
the  os  pubis,  and  the  chin’s  falling  over  the  faid 
bone.  The  midwife  being  ignorant,  did  not 
take  care  to  turn  it  towards  the  fpine  of  the  mo- 
ther  as  the  body  advanced;  he  therefore  imme- 
diately put  up  one  hand  to  the  head,  and  endea- 
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voured  to  move  it  off  the  cs  pubis,  and  prefs 
it  more  backwards  into  the  vagina ; which 
io  far  fucceeded  to  his  wifi),  that  by  gently 
jo u 1 1 i n g at  the  fhoulders,  he  brought  it  out  in 
a minute’s  time  : he  obferves,  that  had  he  been 
there  at  the  firft  falling  down  of  the  feet, 
lie  might  very  probably  have  faved  the  life  of 
the  child:  and  juflly  remarks,  that  felf-fuffici- 
ency,  joined  with  an  idle  notion,  that  they  fuffer 
in  their  charaffer,  if  they  lend  for  a man’s  affifl- 
ance  when  they  meet  with  a difficult  labour,  ge- 
nerally prevents  moll  midwives  from  fending 
early ; by  which  they  too  often  endanger  the 
lives  both  of  mother  and  children,  and  give  no 

fmall  trouble  to  the  Man-Midwife.  — Chap- 

% 

man  relates  the  cafe  of  a child  prefenting  with 
its  feet,  which  happened  to  flick  at  the  head ; 
and  the  midwife  pulling  hard,  the  neck  wholly 
feparated  from  the  body,  and  the  head  was  left 
behind  ; he  immediately  paffed  his  left  hand  into 
the  womb,  and  taking  the  head  in  the  hollow  of 
his  hand,  carefully  introduced  the  crotchet,  keep- 
ing the  point  all  the  way  againfl  his  arm,  fixed  it 


in 
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,in  the  head  (which  being  of  a globular  figure, 
and  very  flippery,  he  remarks,  is  not  to  be  done 
without  difficulty)  and  fo  drew  it  away,  dili- 
gently  guarding  the  point  of  the  hook,  led  it 
fliould  flip  and  wound  the  woman  : he  fays,  that 
however,  the  larger  the  head  happens  to  be,  the 
crotchet,  with  due  care,  will  deflroy  its  texture, 
and  extracl  it;  but  that  the  knife,  which  is  fo 
much  recommended  by  Mauriceau  is,  in  his 
opinion,  a very  dangerous  indrument,  nor  ought 
it  ever  be  made  ufe  of  on  this  occafion. — Pugh, 
fpeaking  of  the  head  being  feparated  from  the 
body  and  left  in  the  womb,  defcribes  it  as  a 
mod  melancholy  circumdance,  as  there  is  ufu- 
ally  great  difficulty  met  with  in  extrading  it; 
proceeding  from  its  round  figure,  on  which  no 
hold,  without  the  greated  difliculty,  can  be 
taken,  and  being  extremely  flippery  from  the 
moidure  of  the  womb.  There  have  been,  he 
fays,  various  methods  propofed  by  different  au- 
thors for  performing  this  operation,  as  crotchets, 
bands,  nets,  See.  all  of  which  feem  badly  calcu- 
lated for  fuccefs,  efpecially  with  fafety  to  the  pa- 
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tient:  it  is  a cafe  he  owns  lie  never  met  with,  and 
is  of  opinion,  that  where  there  is  proper  know- 
ledge and  care  in  the  operation  of  turning,  be- 

1 

lieves  it  never  will  happen  to  any  one;  but,  for 
my  own  past,  I find  myfelf  obliged  to  differ 
from  our  ingenuous  author  in  this  refpeft,  as  it 
is  an  accident  which  has  happened  to  Gentlemen 
who  have  derived  great  reputation  from  their 
practice,  and  from  who fe  experience  the  obfletric 
art  has  received  much  accefhon  ; but  fmce  the 
invention  of  the  forceps,  this  finifler  accident 
has  been  much  lefs  frequent.  The  Doctor  in- 
forms us,  that  fhould  the  cafe  happen  under  his 
care,  the  method  he  fhould  take  would  be  to 
introduce  his  hand,  and  turn  the  head,  fo  as  to 
prefent  in  a proper  natural  poflure  to  the  mouth 

of  the  womb,  ordering  a perfon  at  the  fame  time 

* \ 

to  prefs  externally  to  keep  it  in  that  fituation, 
then  he  would  introduce  Dr.  Burton  s extract 
tor;  and  if  that  fhould  fail,  he  fhould  introduce 
Ids  own  curve  crotchet  forceps  next,  with  which 
lie  thinks  he  could  ext  raft  it  with  eafe,  if  the 
reparation  happened  from  putrefaftion.  But  if  it 
was-  from  difproportion  of  foe,  between  the 

head 
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head  and  the  paffage  through  which  it  was  to 
make  its  exit,  lie  fliould  not  attempt,  he  fays, 
to  extra#  the  head  before  he  had  evacuated 
the  brain,  by  keeping  the  head  tight  to  the 
paffage,  till  a large  perforation  was  made 
with  fome  proper  inflrument ; and  the  prehure 
of  the  forceps  upon  the  head  would  evacuate  the 
brain,  and  then  extra#  it.  In  the  firft  of  thele 
cafes,  mod  probably  nature  alone  might  be  fufh- 
cient  to  do  the  bufinefs  ; but  in  the  fecond,  the 
leffening  of  the  head  would  perhaps  be  abfo- 
lutcly  neceffary.  — La  Motte,  book  3,  chap, 
23.  deferibes  a cafe  of  the  head’s  being  left 
in  the  uterus , the  body  having  been  deli- 
vered, and  torn  from  it  with  great  force: 
and  in  the  Supplement  to  his  Trcatife,  he  has 
related  an  inflance,  in  which  .another  Gentle- 
man could  not  deliver  the  head  which  was  fepa- 
rated  from  the  body  and  left  in  the  uterus ; never- 
thelefs  he  went  to  bed,  and  the  firft  news  he 
heard  in  the  morning  was,  that  the  head  was 
delivered  by  the  mere  affiflance  of  nature  onlv. 
— Dr.  Ould  confiders  the  head  feparated  from 
the  body  and  remaining  in  the  womb,  as  a moft 

m el  an- 
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melancholy  circumflance,  obje&s  lo  the  various 
methods  laid  down  by  Mauriceau  for  its  extrac- 
tion ; mentions  an  improvement  of  the  writers  irf-* 
vention  of  a purfe  for  this  purpofe,  by  Mr.  A- 
mand,  a French  furgeon  ;•  but  thinks  the  difficulty 
of  putting  the  head  into  it,  as  great  (if  not  more  fo) 
as  putting  it  into  the  fling  : he  confiders  the  repara- 
tion of  the  head  from  the  body,  from  the  difpro- 
portion  of  fize  between  the  head  and  the  paffage 
through  which  it  is  to  make  its  exit;  and 
when  this  is  the  cafe,  fays,  the  flrfl  thing  to 
be  done  is  to  leflen  the  fize  of  the  head  (with- 
out which  the  mod  ingenious  machine  is 
trifling  and  infignificant)  after  which  there 
needs  no  other  contrivance  than  the  opera- 
tors hand  to  bring  it  away;  he  condemns 
the  (harp  pointed  knife  of  Mauriceau  as  a 
dreadful  weapon:  and  from  the  confiderations  of 
its  dangerous  tendency,  fuppofes,  that  Ambrose 
Parre  and  Guillimeau  propofe  a very  fhort 
knife  to  be  inclofed  in  the  operator’s  hand,  till 
intioduced  into  the  womb;  but  imagines  that 
they  never  made  ufe  of  this  inflrument ; for  in 
the  firfl  place,  he  obferves,  that  it  would  be 

imp  of- 
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| impofTible  to  introduce  the  hand  in  a form  nc- 
l ceilarv  to  contain  this  knife;  and  were  it  intro- 
| duced,  there  muff  neceffarily  be  a hand  quite  dif- 
engaged  to  find  out  the  futures , and  hold  the 
j head  fleady,  to  refill  the  force  of  the  penetrating 
•inflrument ; wherefore  he  pronounces  the  fcheme, 
if  ever  attempted,  to  have  proved  unfuccefs- 
ful:  now,  continues  he,  let  the  confederate 

reader  refleft  on  the  objections  raifed  to  the 
'.feveral  methods  of,  and  inflruments  for,  the  ex- 
i.raCion  of  the  head  remaining  in  the  womb  fe- 
i parate  from  the  body,  I am  convinced  he  will 
i illow,  that  the  evacuation  of  the  brain  is  firft 
necelfary,  as  conducive  to  the  performance  of 
his  operation;  and  confequently,  all  the  me- 
J.liods  prior  to  it,  as  drawing  it  forth  by  the 
* owcr  jaw,  application  of  crotchets,  flincr  or 

O 

i^urfe,  are  confuted:  he  will  alfo  agree  with  ma, 
n condemning  long  or  (hurt  knives  as  dangerous 
nud  ill  contrived;  therefore  it  now  remains, 
iliat  we  fhou;d  find  out  fome  inflrument  more 
convenient  and  lefs  dangerous : for  which  pur- 
l»ofc,  he  humbly  olfers  the  urtbra  occulta-,  of 
•vhich  he  has  given  a particular  defeliption  and 
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copper  plates,  page  167,  in  his  Treadle  of 
Midwifery;  in  which  indrument,  he  prefumes, 
is  obviated  every  objection  already  railed  to  the 
before-mendoned  inflruments ; and  to  confirm 
his  afTerdon,  gives  us  the  following  hiflory  : — In 
January,  1739,  I was  lent  for,  fays  he,  to  the 
abidance  of  a fervant,  who  lived  in  a public- 
houfe  at  the  corner  of  Chancery-Lane,  in 
Golden-Lane:  fhe  was  a woman  of  exceeding 
low  flature,  and  much  didorted  in  her  fhape ; 
flue  had  been  in  labour  for  two  days  before,  yet! 
there  was  no  dilatation  of  the  os  tinea , except 
what  a fmali  bag  of  water  had  made ; upon  di- 
lating the  orifice  I found  a mod  flrangely  mif- 
fliapen  pelvis ; as  if  there  had  been  a luxation  of 
the  05  Jacrum  and  lower  vertebra  of  the  loins, 
whereby  the  upper  extremity  of  the  os  Jacruni 
was  turned  down  to  the  os  pubis , which  likely 
had  been  the  cafe:  I immediately  perceived  the 
impoffibility  of  the  infant  being  brought  forth 
head  foremoft  ; wherefore,  with  exceeding  great 
difficulty,  I put  my  hand  very  well  oiled  thro’ 
this  narrow  palfage,  and  with  as  much  difficulty 
. turned 
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turned  the  child  to  bring  it  by  the  feet ; after  two 
hoars  exceffive  hard  toil  I brought  the  body  and 
anus  into  the  world;  but  had  it  been  to  fave  my 
own  lite,  I could  not  have  brought  away  the 
head ; wherefore,  after  many  vain  endeavours,  I 
was  at  lad  obliged  to  feparate  the  body  from  it, 
bv  turning  it  round,  whereby  the  neck  was  dif- 
located ; I fortunately  had  the  lad  mentioned 
indrument  with  me,  fo  immediately  introduced 
my  left  hand  into  the  womb,  and  held  the  head 
between  my  thumb  and  middle  finger,  fixing  the 
index  on  the  fontinelle ; by  which  means  I held 
the  head  heady,  and  at  the  fame  time  pointed  to 
tne  place  where  the  perforation  was  to  be  made  ; 
1 then  took  the  terebra  occulta  in  my  right  hand 


by  that  part  of  the  capfula  which  contains  the 
fpring,  and  thrud  it  forward  till  it  arrived  at  the 
fontinelle  by  the  dire&ion  of  the  index,  being  free 
from  any  danger  therefrom  on  the  patient's  fide, 
and  fo  pufhed  in  the  handle,  whereby  the  ope- 
ration was  performed ; then  by  fqueezing  the 
bones  of  the  head  together,  I evacuated  the 
greated  p?.rt  of  the  brain,  and  introduced  two 
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fingers  into  the  perforation,  drew  the  head  for- 
ward with  as  much  cafe  as  the  narrownefs  of 
the  paffage  would  admit  of,  having  more  diffi- 
culty in  bringing  away  my  hand  .than  the  empty 
fcull ; afterwards  I brought  forth  the  placenta , 
and  cleanfed  the  womb  of  the  brain,  See.  with 

1 • 

my  hand : this  patient  recovered,  and  is  flill 
living  and  well ; which,  in  my  opinion,  could 
not  have  happened,  were  it  not  for  the  affiflance 
of  the  terebra  occulta:  this  was  the  mofl  labo- 
rious operation  I ever  performed ; though  it 
was  in  the  midfl  of  the  great  froft,  yet  I fweated 
through  all  my  cloaths,  and  my  left  hand  was 
fo  fwelled,  that  I could  not  make  ufe  of  it 
rightly  in  ten  days  after,  — Dr.  Burton,  after 
recounting  various  inventions  for  delivering  the 
head  when  feparated  from  the  body,  and  giving 
us  his  objefiions  and  remarks  diftinclly  thereon, 
obferves,  that  Ould  is  for  opening  the  head 
in  this  cafe  with  his  terebra  occulta  { which 
he  does  not  allow  to  be  a difeovery  of  his  own) 
but  that  method,  though  better  than  many  of 
the  foregoing,  is  attended  with  its  difficulties : 

forr 
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for,  fays  he,  fuppofe  the  orifice  made  with  this 
inflrument,  and  that  the  operator  hid  his  finger 
Introduced  therein,  yet,  as  the  head  is  fisted  to 
nothing  to  keep  it  Ready,  he  will  find  it  no  eafy 
matter  to  break  and  fcoop  out  the  brain,  becaufe 
both  the  ojfa  bregmatis  will  fo  ciofely  fqueeze  the 
finder,  that  the  head  will  turn  as  his  finger 
turns:  the  Doflor  next  appeals  to  every  confide* 
rate  peifon  to  ref!e£i  on  the  feveral  methods  of, 
and  inftruments  for,  the  extra&ion  of  the  head 
remaining  in  the  womb  feparated  Rom  the  body, 
with  all  the  objections  thereto ; and  he  is  con* 
vinced,  that  they  will  allow  the  method  with  his 
extractor  (of  which  lie  has  given  an  engraving, 
tab.  17.  fig.  6,  7,  S,  & g,  in  his  E Ray  on  Mid- 
wifery) is  by  much  die  fafeR  and  moR  expedi- 
tious;  for  the  operator  has  only  to  introduce  one 
hand  into  the  womb,  by  which  he  holds  the 
head  Ready,  and  with  the  thumb  or  finger  of 
the  fame  hand  guides  the  end  of  the  cap  Jala,  in 
the  mariner  which  he  has  direfled  to  the  future  at 
the  apex,  and  then  fixes  the  inflrument  and  brings 
fiut  the  head:  all  which,  he  fays,  may  be  done 

II  2 in 
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in  a fmall  part  of  a minute,  by  any  operator  of 
fkill  and  tolerable  dexterity  : fo,  that  now,  this , 
adds  the  Do&or,  which  heretofore  was  looked 
upon  to  be  the  very  word  labour  any  woman 
could  have,  is  by  my  method  as  eafy,  fafe,  and 
expeditious,  as  any  other  labour  can  be,  where 
indruments  are  necelfary;  for  here  the  dan- 
gers and  difficulties  of  the  other  methods 
before-mentioned,  arc  all  avoided,  and  the 
head  is  properly  placed,  having  the  apex  in  the 
center ; is  lelfened  in  the  bulk,  and  brought 
away  without  the  lead  danger  of  wounding  the 
patient ; wherefore,  we  need  not  be  Under  luch 
dreadful  apprehenfions  of  the  head  being  fepa- 
rated  from  the  body  and  left  in  the  womb  : nay, 
continues  our  author,  in  fome  cafes  we  fhould 
prefer  it ; becaufe,  as  the  bones,  which  form 
the  lower  part  of  the  head  or  cranium , are  more 
compacl,  and  not  fo  loofely  joined  as  the  bones 
which  form  the  upper  part;  fo  confequently, 
they  cannot  fo  readily  mould  themfelves,  and 
give  way;  whereas,  when  the  upper  part  of  the 
head  comes  fird,  it  will  mould  into  any  form; 

and 
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and  yet,  after  all  this  confidence  of  argument  and 
fpecious  reafoning,  we  now  find  the  extractor  of  Dr. 
Burton  as  little  attended  to  or  regarded  as  the  fare- 
bra  occulta  of  Dr.  Ould  ; the  tire  a tete  of  Mauri- 
ce au,  or  any  other  contrivance,  which  has  been  in- 
vented for  the  purpofe  of  extracting  the  head , which 
has  not  been  found  ultimately  preferable  to  others. 

Astruc  in  treating  of  the  method  of 
extracting  the  head  of  an  infant  when  left  in  the 
womb , fays,  he  fliould  approve  extremely  of  the 
following  invention,  if  it  was  practicable  : a fillet 
cf  lfrong  linen,  which  has  been  ufed,  of  about 
half  an  ell  long,  and  about  four  or  five  finders 
breadth,  is  to  be  held  with  both  ends  in  the  left 
hand,  and  brought  round  the  child’s  head  ; after 
which,  by  gently  drawing  both  the  ends,  the 
head  is  to  be  extrafled ; he  thinks  this  might 
fucceed,  if  it  was  eafy  to  jmjs  this  /diet  behind  the 
head:  but  this,  he  fays,  appears  impoffible,  cx 
very  difficult;  and  he  fufpe<aS,  that  this  method 
has  never  been  put  in  pra&ice;  and  adds,  that 
lie  might  fay  as  much  of  the  net  propofed  by  Mr. 
Amand,  Man-Midwife,  for  the  fame  purpofq; 

, h3 
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it  was  a very  ingenious  contrivance,  but  he  quef- 
tions  whether  it  was  ever  made  ufe  of.  — Mr# 
Gkegoire,  Man-midwife,  made  ufe  of  an  inftru- 
ment  of  heel,  of  the  fhape  of  a capital  L,  the  fur- 
face  of  which  was  perfe&ly  fmooth,  and  without 
anodes*  this  inftrument  opened  into  the  blades, 
which  were  joined  together  by  an  hinge,  and 
was  to  be  introduced  into  the  womb  with  both 
blades  (liut  clofe  to  each  other,  and  was  to  be 
dir ehed  by  the  left  hand  into  the  foramen , or 
large  hole  in  the  occipital  bone;  then  opening  the 
inftrument  it  becomes  double;  and  a$  then  its 
ends  cannot  pafs  out  of  the  foramen , it  alfo  ferves 

to  extrah  the  head  direftly  : the  Dotdor  fays,  he 

* 

fees  no  inconvenience  in  this  practice,  which 
may  eafily  be  made  ufe  of;  becaufe,  the  head* 
which  is  left  in  the  paffage,  prefects  the  hole  or 
foramen  of  the  occipital  bone,  oppofite  the  ounce 
of  the  womb;  provided,  that  all  the  ver- 
tebra, or  bones  of  the  neck,  are  feparated. 
from  the  bead;  but  it  cannot  be  of  any  ufe,  it 
any  of  the  vertebra  adhere  to  the  head:  our 

author  fhews  a relu&ance.  to  the  ufe  cl  the 

crotchet, 
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crotchet,  for  fear,  that  in  pulling  it  might 
loofe  its  hold  and  wound  the  womb  ; of 
which  there  is  much  greater  reafon  to  apprehend, 
when  it  is  made  ufe  of  to  extradf  the  head  ; be- 
caufe,  when  it  is  feparated,  being  moveable,  we 
cannot  be  fo  certain  of  the  hold  of  the  crotchet, 
as  in  an  head  fixed  to  a dead  child:  he  therefore 

advifes,  as  the  moft  certain  method,  to  make  an 

•# 

incifion  on  the  top  of  the  head  along  the  Jagittal 
future , take  away  the  brain,  flatten  the  bones  of 
the  fcull,  and  lay  hold  of  one  of  the  parietal 
bones,  and  thereby  extra£l  the  head:  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  left  hand,  moifiened  with  pomatum,  is 
to  be  introduced  into  the  womb,  as  far  as  till 
tae  fingers  reft  upon  the  Jagittal  Juture : after- 
wards, a concealed  biflory  muft  be  flid  along  the 
left  hand,  as  far  as  that  part  of  the  head,  to 
which  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  are  applied  ; 
the  bijlory  is  then  to  be  raifed  up,  and  an  inci- 
fion made  on  the  fontinelle  and  along  the  Jagittal 
Juture , lengthways  ; then  it  is  to  be  withdrawn 
along  the  left  hand,  with  the  fame  precaution  and 
dexterity  with  which  it  was  introduced ; the 

H 4 brain 
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brain  is  fo  be  exfra&cd  through  the  incifion  with 
the  left  hand ; the  bones  of  the  feu  11  arc  to  be 
preffed  together  to  flatten  them,  leaving  one  of 
the  parietal  bones  to  ferve  for  the  extraction  of 
the  head;  while  this  operation  is  performed, 
fomebody  fhould  prefs  on  the  woman’s  belly,  to 
force  the  head  againfl  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
and  keep  it  in  a fixed  Rate : but  with  all  thefe 
precautions,  our  author  owns,  that  this  opera- 
tion is  often  found  impra&icable ; becaufe,  the 
head,  infiead  of  prefenting  with  its  crown,  pre- 
sents always  the  contrary  fide,  which  precludes 
this  operation:  it  is  true,  the  head  is  propofed  to 
be  turned  ; but  tliafe  who  propofe  it,  do  not  at 
all  confider,  that  it  is  very  difficult,  not  to  fay 
impoffible,  to  turn  a head ; the  furface  of  which  is 
flippery,  clammy,  and  affords  no  hold.— The  Doc- 
tor, after  having  enumerated  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  different  methods  ufed  for  the  extraction 
of  the  head  when  left  in  the  womb,  concludes 
with  recommending  the  crooked  forceps,  in- 
vented by  Mr.  Levrkt  ; by  means  of  which,  he 
tells  us,  that  the  head  that’s  left  is  extracted  eafilv, 

and 
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and  without  danger.  — Dr.  Smellie,  vol.  3.  p. 
36S.  defcribes  a cafe,  when  the  head  was  left  in 
the  vagina , through  the  hade  and  temerity  of  a 
midwife:  upon  coming  to  tile  patient,  he  found 
her  pulfe  pretty  good,  and  that  there  had  been 
no  di (charge  of  blood  from  the  uterus , and  what 
then  came  away  was  only  from  the  child’s  head; 
which,  to  his  great  fat  is  faction,  was  lying  in  the 
vagina  and  peivisy  and  which  he  delivered  with 
the  crotchet. — Page  371.  of  the  fame  volume,  he 
mentions  an  inflance  of  the  head’s  being  left  in 
the  uterus  from  the  body’s  being  much  mortihed, 
and  the  forehead  to  the  pubis:  this  accident  hap- 
pened from  the  ignorance  of  the  midwife,  flic 
not  knowing  how  to  turn  the  foreparts  of  the 
child  to  the  back  parts  of  the  uterus ; but  brin^- 

inS  lC  along  as  it  prerented,  he  was  called  in, 
and  found  the  greateft  part  of  the  head  ftill 
above  the  pelvis ; the  woman  began  to  flood,  and 
ner  pulfe  to  fink  ; the  child  had  been  dead  at 
lead  ten  or  twelve  days ; after  encouraging  her, 
giving  her  fome  warm  wine  and  water,  and 
placing  her  in  a fupine  polition,  he  introduced 


his 
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his  right  hand  into  the  vagina , and  railed  the 
head  above  the  biim  of  the  pelvis  ; then  turned 
it,  and  brought  in  the  upper  part  of  it  to  pre- 
fent  with  the  face  backwards  and  a little  to  the 
left  fide:  this  being  done,  he  ordered  an  afififlant 
to  prefs  upon  the  belly  with  both  hands,  to  keep 
down  the  ulevus  and  head  in  that  pofition,  and 
opening  the  head  with  the  fciffars,  went  up  along 
the  forehead  and  face,  introduced  the  blunt  hook 
with  his  other  hand,  and  fixed  the  point  in  the 
mouth,  which  was  now  turned  towards  the 
fundus ; he  then  withdrew  his  right  hand,  took 
hold  of  the  handle  of  the  blunt  crotchet  or 
hook,  and  introduced  the  fingers  of  his  left  hand 
into  the  opening;  with  the fe  two  holds  he  gra- 
dually brought  down  the  head,  and  delivered  it 
flowly,  though  with  force  difficulty;  th z placenta % 
which  was  partly  feparated,  followed  foon  alter; 
the  head,  in  this  operation,  flipped  fcvcral  times 
before  he  aot  it  right  turned  to  prefent  with  the 
upper  part : he  adds,  that  he  had  (oine  difiicuhy 
jn  keeping  the  head  Ready,  fo  as  to  perforate 
the  farce  with  the  (ciffars  ; bv  which,  both  his 

hand5 
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hands  were  much  cramped  and  weary:  page 
373.  affords  us  a cafe  of  the  fame  kind  as  the 
foregoing;  but  more  difficult,  from  the  parts 
being  much  fwelled,  and  the  pelvis  a little  dif- 
, torted,  the  operator  could  not  fix  the  blunt  hook, 
as  in  the  former  cafe,  but  got  a pretty  firm  hold 
at  the  fore  part  of  the  ear,  and  luckily  the  head 
not  being  very  large,  brought  it  gradually  lower, 

as  the  cerebrum  evacuated,  and  at  Iafl  delivered 

✓ 

it;  the  point  of  the  crotchet  flipped  twice  in  puN 
ling,  but  the  third  time  he  got  a good  hold  in  the 
left  orbit  of  the  eye:  in  the  next  page  he  mentions 
a cafe,  where  the  body  was  feparated  from  the 
head  by  incilion;  the  woman  was  turned  of 
1 forty,  and  the  pelvis  narrow;  the  head  was  de- 
livered with  the  curved  crotchets;  Dr.  Hunter 
was  prefent,  and  affifled  at  this  operation:  page 
*379,  he  relates  a cafe,  where  the  head  was  fepa- 
rated and  left  in  the  uterus . — Another  pra&i- 
tioner  was  called  by  a midwife  to  a woman  of  a 
tender  and  delicate  constitution  ; file  had  been  a 
j whole  day  in  firong  labour  before  the  membranes 
broke ; the  pains  after  that  abated,  and  in  two 
tf  days 


days  the  head  did  no.  advance;  he  found  the  os 
uteri  fully  open,  and  the  forehead  of  die  < hi  d. 
towards  the  pubis]  with  great  ditnculty  he  » -4 

the  child,  and  brought  down  the  legs  r ' ody: 
but  in  ufing  all  his  force  to  deliver  w.  c ;th 

the  jaw  and  neck  gave  way:  being  uv  fa- 
tigued. and  the  uterus  ftrongly  c<  he 

could  not  introduce  his  fingers  to  the  head,  ic  as 
to  fix  the  crotchet  ; having  fent  for  our  author, 
he,  after  repeated  trials,  at  lad  got  his  fingers, 
into  the  orbit,  where  he  fixed  the  crotchet  and 
delivered  the  head,  which  was  large  ; the  futures 
were  firm,  and  the  pelvis  was  narrow;  the  paM 
tient  feemed  to  be  in  a fair  way  of  recovery  for 
the  next  two  days  ; but  imprudently  fitting  up  j 
too  long,  and  drinking  heating  liquors,  fhe  con- 
trailed  a fever,  and  died  on  the  fixth  day  alter.} 
delivery,  without  any  complaint  from  the  feverity 
of  the  labour:  page  3S0  contains  another  cafe, 
communicated  bv  a Gentleman  to  Dr,  Smellie, 

j 

in  which  the  head  was  left  in  the  uterus,  by 

II 

the  midwife's  pulling  the  body  till  it  fep>arate<b 

. ■ frejm 
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from  it;  the  delivery  was  effe<3ed  jby  the  ufe  of 
the  curved  crotchets ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  by 
fixing  his  fingers  in  the  child’s  mouth.  — Dr. 

! Grange,  of  Hatfield,  has  publifhed  a cafe, 
‘in  which  he  and  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Enfield, 
were  fatigued  a whole  day  in  delivering  a head ; 
n which  was  fo  flippery,  that  for  a long  time 
i they  were  not  able  to  open  or  fix  an  inftrument 
| upon  it.  In  tnis  mod  unfortunate  accident,  there 
1 need  be  no  hurry  to  accomplifh  the  delivery,  nu- 
i merous  inflances  of  the  kind  having  happened 
i when  the  head  has  been  expelled  by  the  labour 
pains  alone,  without  any  ill  confequence  to  the 
mod  er  ; but  ll  the  head  cannot  be  forced  away  by 
the  ahion  of  the  uterus , on  account  of  the  wrong 
conformation  or  diflortion  of  the  pelvis , the  ge- 
neral rules  laid  down  for  leflening  the  head  muff 

th^n  be  accommodated  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
cafe. 


CASE 


[CASE  LXXXV. 

POOR  woman  of  the  parifli  of  W.v 

TERINGBURY,  who  both  ftOlTl  alasitV  of  1* -'bit - 

and  an  ill-formed  pelvis,  had  been  fubjeS  tt 
dangerous  and  troublefome  labours;  and  hac 
never,  in  her  three  preceding  births,  proccedei 
further  than  the  feventh  month,  was  again  taker, 
at  the  end  of  that  period  with  a flight  uterine  ha 
morrhagc,  unattended  with  pains,  which  at  lengd 
began  to  be  felt  in  a fmall  degree ; and  in  tin 

evening  of  the  13th  of  July,  1765  1 was  fetl 

for;  ft*  had  not  moved  out  of  bed  from  tb 
time  of  her  being  taken ; notwithflandmg  which 
the  flooding  had  increafed,  and  Hie  complain^ 
of  a noife  in  her  ears  ; mift  before  her  eyes,  ail 
fickncfs  at  her  Jlomach:  upon  examination, 

’ found  the  os  externum  very  much  dilated,  « 

tl: 
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die  membranes  protruding  through  it  in  form  of 
a bag;  and  upon  the  remiflion  of  pain,  by  pairing 
my  finger  within  fide  the  coccyx  (though  the  intrti- 
fiou  was  not  very  confiderable)  I could  feel  fo 
much  of  the  vertebra  of  the  facrum,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  ill  conflruflion  of  the  pelvis:  thus  • 
circumflanced,  I thought  it  belt  to  rupture  the 
membranes,  as  a means  of  abating  the  flooding 
by  contracling  the  womb : this  done,  I found 
the  part  of  the  Jett  in  which  prefented,  to  be  the 
round  part  of  the  (boulder;  the  woman  had 
now  a fainting  fit,  and  the  hemorrhage  appeared 
rather  to  increafe  than  to  diminifh:  as  foon  as 
die  recovered  from  the  fit  I gave  her  fome  nou-  ; 
rifliment,  and  cauttoufly  introduced  my  hand  as 
flic  laid,  on  that  fide  of  the  pelvis,  where  I could 
mod  eafily  obtain  admittance;  and  as  there  was 
but  little  refidance  from  the  uterus,  expected  to 
have  eafily  found  the  feet,  but  the  narrowneli  of 
the  pelvis  for  fome  time  prevented  it;  at  length, 
having  found  one  foot,  I deliberately  brought  it 
down,  and  properly  fecured  it,  by  conducting 
the  noofe  of  a fillet  over  the  ancle  ; then  jailin' 

the 
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tlxe  fhoulder  of  the  child  with  the  fingers  and 
thumb  of  my  left  hand,  whild  the  right  was  em- 
ployed in  gently  extra&ing  with  the  fillet,  in 
about  the  fpace  of  ten  minutes  the  delivery  was 
effe£ed;  the  child  was  not  in  the  lead  hurt,  was 
born  alive,  and  furvived  fome  days ; the  pla - 

i 

ccnta  feparated,  and  came  away  without  any 
trouble;  the  flooding  ceafed  foon  after  the  deli- 
very, and  the  woman,  conlidering  the  low  Hate 
to  which  fhe  was  reduced,  and  the  natural  debi- 
lity of  her  habit,  recovered  beyond  expectation. 
— In  the  year  1 7 6 S,  my  adidance  was  befpoke 
to  this  patient;  but  early  in  the  feventh  montki 
file  was  fuddenly  feized  with  pain  and  flooding, 
and  delivered  before  I could  reach  her  houfe,  of 
a fmall  fatus,  which  languifhed  till  the  fecond: 

day,  and  then  died.* — In  1 7^9*  m^car" 
ried  by  a flight,  about  the  end  of  the  fouith. 
month,  with  much  difficulty  recovered,  and  was 
ever  after  fubjed  to  nervous  tremors.  In  17?° 
Hie  was  again  with  child,  and  hadily  delivered 
of  twins,  which  were  dill  born,  about  the  fixtf 

month ; they  were  bodi  boys,  and  one  of  thesw 

lia< 
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had  a large  portion  of  its  lungs  and  mediajlinum 
lying  out  externally  upon  the  Jlernum , on  one 
fide  of  which  there  appeared  a perforation  thro' 
the  integuments,  and  between  the  cojlce  where 
this  pulmonary  fubjlance  had  made  its  exit:  the: 
mother  attributed  this  extraordinary  appearance 
to  her  being  furprized  by  fuddenly  flriking  her 
face  again fl  a calf's  pluck , which  had  been  hung 
up  on  a hook,  unknown  to  her,  in  a room  ad- 
joining to  her  houfe,  which  belonged  to  another 
family,  and  through  which  fhe  had  accidentally 
pahed : how  far  this  accident  might  influence  the 
foetus,  I am  not  able  to  determine ; but  it  feems 
flrange  and  improbable,  that  its  lungs  fliould  be 

thus  protruded,  and  appear  externally  upon  the 

• 

thorax . The  patient’s  recovery  from  this  abor- 
tion was  a long  time  doubtful,  and  fhe  never  after 
recovered  her  ftfength,  but  went  into  a flow  de- 
cline, and  died  of  a confumption  in  a few  months 
after.  It  fhould  feem,  as  if  providentially,  this 
patient  never  exceeded  the  Jcventh  month , the  dif- 
proportion  between  the  head  of  the  child,  and 
the  dimenfions  of  the  pelvis , being  then  fo  much 
Vol.  II.  I lefs, 
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lefs  than  if  (lie  bad  been  able  to  have  reached 
her  full  time;  when,  confidering  the  natural  in- 
creafe  of  the  foetus  in  the  two  laft  months  of 
geflation,  and  the  ill  conftru&ion  of  her  pelvis,  the 
difficulties  of  parturition  mu  ft  confequently  have 
been  very  much  enhanced. — Bartholin i in  his 
Hid.  Anat.  Cent.  3.  fays,  that  a woman  big 
with  child,  being  exceedingly  frightened  by  a 
cat,  was-  delivered  of  a wellfhaped  child,  but 
with  an  head  like  that  of  a cat  — Gjulielm*  Pa- 
radin,  in  his  Additum  ad  Donat,  per  Hoft. 
lib.  7.  cap.  3-  tells  us,  that  on  July  1 1,  1610,  a 
bov  was  born  at  Prague,  whofe  liver,  inteftines> 
ftomach,  fpleen,  with  part  of  the  mefentery,  hung 
out  all  naked  below  his  navel : he  lived  but  a few 
hours.  The  mother,  upon  enquiry  faid,  that 
three  months  before  her  delivery,  fhe  was  forced 
by  fome  foldiers  to  be  prefent  at  the  killing  of  a 
calf ; at  the  opening  of  which  flic  felt  an  extia- 
ordinary  motion  in  hcrfelf,  when  file  faw  the 
bowels  tumbling  from  the  belly. — Tien  us  de  \ i- 
rib.  Imagination^,  tells  us  of  a girl  born  with- 
out an  head , but  complete  in  the  reft  ol  the  bo- 
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dv;  the  iikenefs  of  a JhcU-Jifh  was  joined  to  her 
neck,  having  two  valves  which  (hat  and  opened, 
and  by  which  from  a fpoon  fhe  took  her  nourifh- 
I ment:  this  was  occafioned,  he  fays,  by  the  mo- 
‘ t^ier  s longing  for  mufcles  in  the  market,  which 
file  could  not  procure;  this  monfter  lived  eleven 
yeais,  but  happening  in  an  angry  mood  to  bite 
the  fpoon  with  which  file  was  fed,  and  break- 
ing thofe  tejlaceous  valves , fhe  died  quickly 
after. — The  cafe  related  by  Sebastian  Mun- 
ster, in  his  Cofmography,  lib.  iii.  of  two  chil- 
dren born  growing  together  by  the  forehead , oc- 
cafioned  by  two  perfons  wantonly  flriking  their 
heads  together  behind  the  mother,  fecms  lefs 
fliangc  to  thofe  who  have  feen  in  London,  two 
gnls,  brought  from  Germany,  conjoined  about 
the  loins  and  buttocks,  with  one  common  anus 
and  pudendum . Ambrose  Parre  fays,  that  in 
1517  a child  was  born  with  its  face  refemblintr 

io 

:hat  of  a frog ; which  was  occafioned  by  the 
mothers  holding  that  creature  in  her  hand  to 
illay  the  heat  of  a fever,  about  the  time  of  her 
inception. — Fienus  records  a woman  at  Ant- 
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werp,  who  in  countenance  and  gefture  resem- 
bled an  ape , her  mother  when  pregnant  being 
nfed  to  play  with  a creature  of  that  kind  : he 
likewife  informs  us  of  a lizard,  that  frightened  a 
woman  with  child  by  leaping  into  her  bofom  ; 
and  (lie  brought  forth  an  infant  with  a JleJhy  ex- 
crefccnee  on  the  bread  exa&ly  refembling  a li- 
zard, with  its  head  fixed  in  the  child  s flefli,  and 
the  refi.  of  the  body  hanging  out. — Dr.  Cypri- 
anus  in  Philo foph.  Tranf.  vol.  iii.  p.  222.  gives 
the  following  cafe:  a Ladv  was  delivered  of  a 
shl  with  a wound  in  her  bread  above  four  fin- 
gers  long,  and  penetrating  to  the  rnufculi  inter- 
cojlales , being  an  inch  broad,  and  hollow  under 
the  defh  about  the  wound ; which  being  treated 
with  Jnppuratwcs  came  to  an  head,  was  opened, 
and  healed  with  the  wound;  the  birth  was  eafy, 
and  confcquently  the  child  received  no  harm  in 
it;  but  about  two  months  before,  the  motheri 
being  gone  to  bed,  heard  a report  that  a mam1 
had  murdered  his  wife  by  W’ounding  her  in  the 
bread  with  a knife  ; at  which  relation  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  die  changed  countenance,  and  feerned 


con- 
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concerned. — Many  other  ancient  and  modern 
writers  of  the  rnoff  refpecflable  authority,  have 
given  relations  of  the  influence  of  imagination 

* 

particularly  on  the  foetus. — In  Turner  we  find 
: many  in  fiances  of  maternal  jnarks  on  the  child. 
See.  See. — Mr.  James  Calder,  Surgeon,  inGLAS- 
/ G0W>  in  thc  Medical  E flays  and  Obfervations, 
has  publifhed  two  examples  of  children  born 
with  preternatural  conformations  of  the  guts; 
the  firR  had  a large  (hare  of  its  inteflines  Ivin* 

/ o 

without  the  teguments  of  th e abdomen : he  firft 
imagined  that  the  containing  parts  had  been  torn 
I in  the  birth  ; but  upon  examination  found  the 
navel  entire,  and  a perforation  half  an  inch 
aoo\t.it,  through  which  the  guts  had  fallen  out 
wita  the  lkin,  clofely  united  to  them;  the  child 
feemed  otherwife  as  lively  as  any  new-born  in- 
fant ufes  to  oe ; and  for  twelve  or  fourteen  h6urs 
* 

it  received  milk  and  fyrups  by  the  mouth,  with- 
out any  appearance  of  uneafinefs ; but  after  that 
:,mc  1C  vornited  every  thing,  till  its  death,  which 
happened  four  days  after,  and  all  the  while  it 
| Hid  no  paflTage  from  the  anus ; the  guts,  which 
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xvere  inflated,  and  had  no  perijlaltic  motion,  that 
he  could  obferve  gradually  inflamed,  and  before 
the  child  died  became  perie&ly  black  ; when  the 
belly  was  opened  after  death,  he  found  that  the 
jejunum,  all  the  ilium,  and  part  of  the  colon , 
which  were  engaged  in  the  perforation,  weie  at 
that  place  fo  final!  as  fcarcc  to  allow  a goofe 
quill  to  pafs  in  their  cavity  ; they  were  adherent 
to  each  other,  and  had  no  appearance  of  a me-- 
Jentcry , all  the  other  vijeera  were  found;  the 
mother  could  not  remember  ever  to  have  been 
furprized,  frighted,  or  hurt,  during  all  the  nine 
months  of  her  going  with  child:  about  the  fame, 
time,  he  fays,  he  vifited  another  child,  which 
lived  full  feven  days  after  the  birth;  in  which 
time  it  had  never  voided  any  facts  per  anurn , but 
vomited  every  thing  it  fwallowcd  ; which  did  not 
appear  to  have  any  mixture  of  meconium,  bile,  or 
any  other  coloured  fubflance;  the  parents,  who 
were  both  healthy  and  found,  having  formeilyj 
loll  feveral  children  with  the  fame  fymptoms,  de- 
fired  Mr.  Calder  to  examine  the  body  of  this: 
phild,  to  difeover  the  caufe  of  their  death. — I he 
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flomach,  he  fays,  was  in  good  condition,  but 
the  pylorus  was  very  hard,  and  felt  if  it  con- 
tained fome  other  fubflancc,  which  appeared 
upon  opening  this  inferior  orifice  of  the  (to- 
mach  to  be  a glandular- like  piece  of  folid  flefh, 
to  clofely  adhering  to  the.  pylorus  all  around,  that 
there  was  no  feparating  of  it,  and  without  the 
leaf!  perforation  in  it  any  where;  fo  that  the  paf- 
iage  was  quite  fhut  up;  below  this  the  duodenum 
was  divided  into  two,  and  the  gut  continued  to 
be  thus  divided  to  about  one  third  of  an  inch 
above  th e jejunum.  Into  the  largeft  of  thefe  intef- 
t inula  ; the  biliary  du&  opened.  All  the  inteflines 
below,  were  diflended  with  air,  and  only  a very 
fmali  quantity  of  meconium  was  to  be  feen  near 
t-ne  podex.  rhe  other  vifeera  were  all  found.- — La 
Mo tte,  Obf.  345*  fpeaks  of  a delivery,  where 
the  child,  which  was  a girl,  was  of  the  ufuai 
lize,  and  well- formed  im  every  part  of  her  bo- 
dy, Irom  the  feet  to  the  upper  eye-lids;  her  eyes 
were  in  the  orbits,  and  the  ears  where  they 
fitould  be;  but  inflead  of  the  coronal,  parietal,  and 
occipital  bones,  - there  was  nothing  but  a bony  cap, 
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which  adhered  to  the  bones  of  the  fupen’or  jaw, 
on  which  refts  the  jaw  in  the  natural  order ; but 
here  there  was  not  the  lead,  bit  of  it,  no  more 
than  of  the  cerebellum  : our  author  then  proceeds 
to  give  a very  particular  and  concife  account  of 
the  extraordinary  appearances  of  the  parts  upon 
difleftion  : and  in  his  following  obfervation  men- 
tions a child,  which  he  delivered  in  May,  i ; oo, 
the  bones  of  whofe  fuperior  jaw  were  perfeft  ; but 
there  was  no  more  of  the  fkuli,  than  is  gene- 
rally left  on,  when  it  is  fawed  off  to  fliew  the 
brain;  there  was  only  a pretty  thick  membrane, 
from  the  middle  of  which  arofe  a confiderabie 
flefliy  excrefcence,  with  a finall  flalk,  near  the 
os  ethmoides  and  fphenuides , and  fwelled  out  big- 
ger, as  the  larged  forts  of  mufhrooms  do,  being 
about  the  breadth  of  a plate : in  his  next  obfer- 
vation he  relates  the  cafe  of  a female  child,  whofe 
conformation  was  natural  from  the  feet  to  the 
(boulders,  on  which  the  head  was  immediately 
faflened  on  without  any  appearance  of  neck;  two 
fmall  ears,  pretty  much  like  thofe  of  a cat,  were 
faflened  to  the  (boulders;  the  chin  was  conti- 
guous to  the  upper  part  of  the  Jlernum  ; , . 

the 
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the  mouth,  lips,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  nofe, 
i were  pretty  natural ; but  its  upper  part  pa  (Ted 
over  the  os  ethmoides  and  Jphenoides , or  rather  the 
parts  where  they  fliould  have  been;  becaufe  in 
. this  place  it  was  no  longer  a human  face,  but 

r 

fomething  fo  odd,  that  it  had  no  rcfemblancc  to 
any  animal  he  had  ever  feen;  there  was  no  fore- 
head ; the  eyes  were  rather  backwards,  than  on 
the  fuperior  part;  the  back  part  was  formed  by 
a fort  of  cartilage,  like  that  which  is  remarked 
in  the  hinder  part  of  a calf’s  head;  the  hairy 
fcalp  feemed  as  if  raifed  on  purpofe,  and  flit, 
beginning  with  two  forts  of  procefTes  from  each 
eye,  each  part  being  at  about  three  fingers  dis- 
tance from  one  another,  and  terminating:  as  two 
tails  in  the  poflerior  inferior  part  of  the  falfe 
ribs ; the  middle  fpace  in  all  this  extent  was  a 
fort  of  flefh,  having  the  fame  appearance  with 
that  of  a dead  body,  when  the  common  integu- 
ments are  raifed;  the  hair  grew  to  the  fcalp,  and 
formed  the  two  Tides  of  this  flefhy  part,  forming 
a fort  of  embroidery,  and  becoming  fhorter,  as 
they  were  farther  off  from  the  head.  After  this 
defeription,  our  author  proceeds  to  finifh  the  ac- 

comt, 


count,  by  defer;  bing  the  appearances  of 
lire  body  upon  diifecHon,  which  he  has 
done  with  his  ufual  accuracy:  he  alfo  tells 
us  of  a child  which  he  delivered,  whofej 
head  was  very  long;  the  brain  was  fupported 
by  the  os  ethmoides  and  Jphenoides , and  covered  : 
with  nothing  but  the  hairs,  fcalp,  the  frontal , 
parietal , and  occipital  bones,  being  wanting;  the  j 
arms  were  but  three  inches  long,  and  the  hands 
of  the  lize  and  make  of  the  fore  feet  of  a mole  ; 
the  legs  and  thighs  were  about  four  inches  long, 
which  inflead  of  having  their  articulation  with  | 
the  ijchium , jutted  out  iide-wavs,  being  even 
with  the  perineum  ; the  feet  were  like  the  hinder 
part  o [ a mole:  he  adds,  that  if  the  child  had 
not  prefented  the  head,  he  fhould  have  been 
very  much  puzzled  how  to  bring  it  awav ; and 
not  with  (landing  his  averfion  to  the  crotchet,  he 
niufl  have  been  forced  to  have  ufed  it  on  this 
occafion : the  fame  author  alfo  delcribes  a very 
extraordinary  appearance  of  a fub fiance,  which 
gicw  betwixt  the  eyebrows  of  a child,  and  hung  J 
over  the  orbit,  which  was  in  place  of  the  nofe, 
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of  which  there  was  not  the  lead  appearance; 
and  in  this  orbit % which  was  oval,  and  larger 
than  it  is  generally,  for  one  eye  looking  as  if  it 
had  been  bored  with  a wimble,  were  the  two 
• eyes  with  their  coats,  humours,  and  membranes, 
holding  to  the  optic  nerves,  which  united  toge- 
ther ; there  was  no  mouth,  and  the  chin  was  as 
Jong  as  the  forehead  was  high. — For  deliveries 
of  children  of  unnatural  conformations,  vide 
Portal,  obf.  30  Sc  41. — Dr.  Burton  relates 
the  cafe  of  a moniier  born  without  a head,  of 
which  he  delivered  a woman  in  the  city  of  York, 
in  January,  1749,  and  gives  a table,  explana- 
tory of  the  fame. — Mauriceau  in  his  64th  ob- 
fervation,  mentions  having  feen  a dead  child  of 
a woman,  lately  delivered  at  feven  months  of  a 
very  monffrous  figure,  having  the  arms  and  the 
feet  quite  mif-fhapen,  and  the  head  without  any 
neck  joined  immediately  to  the  bread,  having  on 
the  head,  indead  of  the  brain,  a fort  of  a thick 
flat  cap,  or  caul,  like  a red  wen:  this  had  a pro- 
duction like  a tail,  which  reached  alon^  the 
Jpine,  as  far  as  the  os  factum ; and  on  the  right 
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. fide  of  the  navel  there  was  a confiderabie  tu-- 
mour  like  a ventral  hernia , in  which  feveral  of 
the  contents  of  the  abdomen  were  contained.- — In 
the  11 8th  obfervation  he  gives  an  account  of  his 
having  delivered  a woman  in  the  eighth  month, 
of  a child,  whofe  head  was  of  a monjlrous 
Jigure,  being  without  any  brain ; but  inflead  of 
all  the  upper  part  of  the  head,  there  was  only  a 
reddijh  brown  JubJlance  ; there  appeared  likewife 
the  inferior  extremities  of  the  occipital  bones, 
and  the  two  eyes  very  prominent ; its  feet  were 
turned  inwards ; this  monjlrous  conformation 
was  aferibed  to  great  fatigue  in  a journey:  in 
his  363d  obfervation,  he  mentions,  his  having 
delivered  a woman  of  her  firfl  child,  which  had 
all  the  flcfhy  or  mufcular  parts  of  its  body,  quite 
hard  and  Jchirrous : and  fays,  he  faw  at  the  fair 
ol  St.  Lawrence,  two  male  children  dead, 
whofe  bodies  were  joined  together,  towards 
the  upper  part  of  the  thorax : the  mother  had 
been  five,  months  gone;  but  no  particularities 
are  mentioned  at  the  birth.— In  the  Philofophical 
JTranfaclions,  no.  63,  we  have  an  account  of  a 
monjlrous  birth , by  Dr.  Durston,  which  had 

two 
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two  heads , two  necks , /owr  3/0725,  and  four  legs, 
perfect,  and  well-fhaped,  but  only  one  trunk  ; 
there  was  no  appearance  of  lungs,  and  only  one 
large  heart,  one  midriff,  one  umbilical  chord,  one 
‘ large  liver,  one  flomach,  four  kidnies,  two  uri- 
nary bladders,  two  wombs;  there  was  only  one 
colon , which  terminated  in  two  intejlina  retfa  ; it 
weighed  eight  pounds  and  a quarter;  and  the 
length,  from  head  to  foot,  was  full  eight  inches 
and  a half. — There  was  another  monflrous  fe- 
male birth,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Morris,  no  13S. 
there  were  two  heads,  and  all  the  parts  double 
above  the  diaphragm , and  fmgle  below,  except 
the  appearance  of  two  ftomachs ; the  uterus  was 
of  a common  fize,  but  the  clitoris  large;  there 
were  only  two  legs  and  two  arms  ; the  Jccnndines 
were  very  large,  and  weighed  about  eight  pounds  ; 
one  was  dead,  and  the  other  juft  breathed.— 
There  is  an  account  of  * a double  birth , in  which 
the  children  were  joined  at  the  breads,  no.  2. 
they  did  not  wake  and  fleep  together:  they  alfo 
cried,  fucked,  and  exonerated  apart:  the  fame 

* Tradition  tells*  us  of  a very  wonderful  cafe  of  a double  birth,  which 
many  years  ago  happened  at  Biddenden  in  this  countv. 

4 

paper 


[ 126  ] 

paper  relates  another  inflance  of  the  fame  kind  in 
Wa  les  ; and  the  children  lived  fo  long,  till 
thev  could  talk  to  each  other;  which  thev  did, 
in  tears,  when  they  thought  that  one  mufl  fur- 
vivc  the  other  ; but  both  happened  to  die  toge- 
ther: there  is  alfo  a monjlrous  birth  from  Mr. 
Robert  Taylor,  much  of  the  fame  kind  as  the 
preceding  ones,  in  the  fame  Tranfa&ion,  no, 
308. — In  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  no.  453, 
we  are  told  of  a monjlrous  boy,  feen  at  Mont- 
pelier, by  Dr.  Andrew  Cantwell  ; he  was 
about  thirteen  years  old,  and  bore  the  lower 

1 

parts  of  another  boy;  the  fore  parts  of  each 
faced  one  another.  Vide  Reflexions  on  Genera- 
tion and  Monfters,  by  Dr.  Superville,  Philo- 
fophical Tranfaclions,  no.  456.  Befldes  the 
above,  there  are  fcveral  other  papers  deferibing 
births,  in  which  the  bones  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  cranium  were  wanting:  in  mod  of  which  the 
cerebrum  and  cerebellum  were  alfo  wanting  ; thofe 
that  were  born  alive  died  foon  after  the  birth. 
Vide  no.  99.  226.  228.  234.  251.  &320. — And 
in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaclions,  no.  487.  we 
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ltteet  with  a letter  from  John  Huxham,  m.  d.  to 
C.  Mortimer,  m.  d.  concerning  a child,  bom 
with  an  extraordinary  tumour  near  the  anus,  con- 
taining forne  rudiments  of  an  embrio. — In  the 
, Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  the  Sciences  at  Pa- 
ris, H.  1711^  p.  26.  is  the  defeription  of  a foetus 
without  cerebrum , cerebellum , or  fpinal  marrow  : 

\ alio,  of  a male  foetus,  at  its  full  time,  which  had 
neither  brain  nor  fpinal  marrow  ; and  which  lived 
one  and  twenty  hours,  and  received  fome  nou- 
rifhment : in  the  fame  Memoirs,  M.  1732.  p, 
309,  is  alfo  an  account  of  a monflrous  foetus , 
with  two  bodies,  the  one  male,  and  the  other 
female.  In  the  German  Ephcmerides  there  is  a 
great  number  of  hiflories  of  fuch  monflrous 
1 productions.  See  bkewife  Dr.  Smellie,  Vol.  iii. 

1 col.  38. — A woman,  of  the  name  of  Dawson, 
was  delivered  fome  years  ago,  by  the  late  Mr. 
Robert  Pine,  Surgeon4  of  Maidstone,  of  a 
diild,  which  had  no  eyes  ; but  one  arm ; a dif- 
orted  fpine ; one  club  foot;  and  great  part  of 
he  liver  and  larger  inteflines  grew  without  fide 
>f  the  integuments  on  the  right  fide  of  the  na- 
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veh- — A Gentleman,  in  this  neighbourhood,  a 
few  years  ago,  was  fent  for  to  afhfc  a poor  wo- 
man  in  labour;  fhe  was  about  fix  and  thirty 
years  of  age;  the  membranes  broke  before  he  ar- 
rived: finding  the  pains  very  fevere,  and  a pre- 
fentation  of  the  nates ; he  procured  affiftance, 
and  foon  delivered  the  woman  of  a child,  whofel 
lower  parts  not  only  refembled  a Iobfter’s  tail, 
but,  upon  being  pulled  back,  fprung  forward 
again  with  the  fame  elaftic  tenfion  as  the  tail  of 
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that  fifh,  and  appeared  like  it  both  m fhape  and 
colour;  the  foetus  had  no  parts  of  generation  at 
all,  fo  as  to  diilinguifh  its  fex ; a fmall  perfo- 
ration or  orifice  appeared  in  the  middle  of  tli£ 
vertebra  lumborum , as  if  adapted  by  nature  to' 
fupply  the  defecls  of  anus  and  urethra  ; the  hands 
were  remarkably  broad,  and  in  every  other  re- 
fpc&  it  was  a very  fine  child:  when  delivered,  it 
appeared  to  have  been  dead  but  a fhort  time:  the  i 
mother  was  not  able  to  aferibe  this  preternatural  I 
conformation  of  the  child,  either  to  any  parti-  ■ 
cular  longing,  fright,  or  hurt. 

CASE 


I 
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CASE  LXXXVI. 


iLIZABETH  DEANES,  a poor  woman,  of 
Addington  parifli,  whom  I had  delivered  twice 
before,  applied  to  me  again  on  that  account  in 
May,  1766;  and  in  July  following,  being  taken 
in  labour  fent  for  me : I found  her  with  exceed- 
ing ftro ng  and  fharp  pains,  and  the  delivery  was 
foon  finifhed : the  child  of  which  fhe  was  deli- 
vered was  a girl,  and  of  a middling  fize,  but 
had  a face  greatly  refembling  that  of  a rabbit; 
the  os  front  is  was  almoft  entirely  flat  in  the  ante- 
rior parts;  but  the  back  parts  were  elevated,  and 
projected  over  the  parietal  bones  and  the  occi- 
put,  which  were  all  of  them  Email  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fize  of  the  05  fronds ; the  eyes  were 
fmall,  protuberant,  and  almoft  clofe  together; 
the  right  eye  had  no  upper  lid , and  the  edge  of 

V°L‘  IT-  K the 
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the  lower  one  had  an  uncommonly  large  carti- 
lage, covered  with  thin  and  foft  hair,  in  colour 
and  texture  refembling  the  Jlix  of  a rabbit; 
which  fpread  upwards  over  the  greatefl  part  of 
the  forehead,  moll  parts  of  the  head,  and  down- 
wards over  the  upper  lip  and  the  greatefl  part  of 
the  right  cheek;  the  ears  were  fmali  and  pointed; 
had  neither  helix  nor  antihelix , and  were  thinly 
edged  with  the  fame  kind  of  fur\  the  lower  lip 

was  contra&ed,  and  had  a callous  feam  in  the 

( 

middle,  like  the  cicatrix  after  a wound;  there 
was  no  chin  at  all;  the  nofe  was  entirely  flat, 
and  the  fpace  between  its  apex  and  the  upper 
lip,  not  more  than  the  twelfth  part  of  an  inch  ; 
there  were  two  fmali  holes  inflead  of  noflrils, 
which  perpendicularly  pierced  through  the  bones 
of  the  palate ; there  was  no  uvula , and  the 
tongue  was  only  a thin  cartilaginous  JubJance  ad- 

• 4 

hering  by  a Jle[hy  membrane  to  the  infide  of  the  cal- 
lous JubJlance , before  deferibed  in  the  lower  lip  : the 
fame  kind  of  Jlix  which  was  fcattered  ever  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  head  and  ears,  alio  thinly  covered 
the  left  fcapula  ; the  upper  part  of  the  thorax, 

and 
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and  the  right  arm,  which  was  but  fix  inches  and 
an  half  in  length,  and  appeared  withered ; had 
no  articulation,  nor  any  appearance  of  fingers, 
but  terminated  in  two  or  three  fmall  horny  fub- 
* Jlanccs  divided  lengthways,  and  fomewhat  re- 
fembling  the  talons  of  a cat ; the  leg  on  the 
fame  fide  of  the  body  had  exactly  a fimilar  ap- 
pearance, was  withered,  but  was  fomething  lon- 
ger than  the  arm:  in  every  other  refpeft,  the 
conformation  of  the  foetus  was  not  in  any  degree 
fingular;  when  born,  it  appeared  to  have  been 
dead  but  a fhort  time ; and  the  woman  at- 
tributed thefe  preter-natural  appearances  to  a 
fright  (lie  received  in  the  third  month  of  her 
time,  by  the  fuddenly  going  off  of  a gun,  and 
feeing  a rabbit  fhot  juft  befide  her. — Being  again 
pregnant  two  years  after,  fhe  had  ftrong  prepof- 
feffions,  that  the  child  of  which  fhe  was  big, 
would  be  born  with  fome  particular  deformity; 
but  flie  had  a very  ealy  delivery,  and  the  child 

its  natural  fhape  and  make,  tho’  ftill-born  ; as  it 

\ 

appeared  upon  examination,  from  a corruption 
of  the  umbilical  chord. 


CASE 


CASE  LXXXVII. 


A 

WOMAN,  named  Deacon,  (whom  1 had 
delivered  feveral  times)  in  August,  1767,  from 
motives  of  neceffity  fent  for  a woman  midwife; 
who,  after  waiting  many  hours,  had  inconfide- 
rately  dropped  fome  expreiTions,  which  lo  far  dif- 

t 

heartened  the  patient,  that  file  would  not  be  fa- 
tisfied  till  I was  fent  for;  file  told  me  flie  had 
been  in  labour  ever  iince  the  day  before  ; but 
her  pains  were  fo  very  flow  and  trifling,  and  of 
fuch  fhort  duration,  that  I faw  not  the  leaf!  in- 
ducement to  examine  into  the  fituation  of  the 
child:  1 therefore  adminiftered  an  opiate,  and 
was  about  to  leave  her,  when  flie  expreffed  a de- 
fue  to  communicate  fomething  to  me  in  fecret, 
and  defired  every  one  but  myfelf  might  wr  ith-  | 

draw  out  of  the  room  ; fhe  then  told  me  how 

# 

much 
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much  fhe  had  been  fhocked  foon  after  her  being 
with  child  by  a blind  objecl,  who  had  but  one 
leg . and  who  had  come  to  the  door  to  beg  cha- 
. rity ; and,  that  although  fhe  had  never  faid  any 
•thing  ol  the  matter  to  any  one,  yet  it  had  lodged 
[ on  her  mind,  and  fhe  had  never  been  able  to 
put  it  entirely  out  of  her  thoughts,  and  really 
believed  the  impreffion  would  affe<fl  the  child, 

9 

which  had  moved  foon  after  her  firfl  being  taken 
ill,  but  had  not  fince,  and' file  was  afraid  her 
fears  upon  this  account  prevented  her  labour 
from  going  forward  as  it  fhould  do  : I defired 
her  not  to  make  herfelf  uneafy,  nor  fuffer  fuch 
thoughts,  which  were  only  founded  in  her  ima- 
gination to  diflrefs  her ; that  I did  not  believe 

y 

her  labour  was  in  the  lead  retarded  thereby; 
hoped  fhe’d  have  patience,  and  compofe  herfelf 
as  much  as  poffible,  and  told  her,  for  the  prefent 
I fhould  leave  her;  but  as  foon  as  the  pains  in- 
treafed  would  immediately  come  again  to  her 
relief:  in  about  ten  hours  after  I was  fent  for 
again,  and  found,  through  the  membranes  and 
waters,  which  were  codeded  in  a pretty  large 
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quantity,  that  the  child  was  rightly  fituated,  and 
as  the  pains  were  good,  I made  not  the  leaf! 
doubt  but  the  labour  would  loon  be  oveT ; and  j 
it  happened  as  I thought : the  child  was  dead, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  fo  for  fome  time , 
after  bringing  away  the  placenta  I examined  the 
child,  and  immediately  over  the  tunica  conjunc- 
tiva of  each  eye  perceived  a Jilmy  fubftance,  re-- 
fembling  the  tunica  niElitans  peculiar  to  birds  of 
prey;,  which  upon  being  carefully  differed  from 
the  eyes,  they  appeared  (as  nearly  as  could  be 
afcertained  in  articulo  mortis)  to  have  no  other' 
defe& : as  to  the  legs  I could  find  no  difference 
in  the  fize  or  length  of  them,  although  the  mo- 
ther would  have  it  that  one  was  much  fmailer  i 
and  (hotter  than  the  other,  and,  that  had  the I 
child  lived  it  would  have  been  a cripple  ; but  I 
faw  nothing  like  it;  and  mofl  probably,  had 
it  furvived,  this  preternatural  tegument  which 
covered  the  eyes  might  eafily  have  been  ie- 
moved,  and  the  child  reflored  to  as  perfeff  Vra 
fion  as  if  it  had  not  been  there  at  all. 


C ASf 
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CASE  LXXXVIII. 

On  the  authority  of  a Gentleman  of  diftin- 
guifhed  ingenuity  and  abilities,  I am  enabled  to 
give  the  following  accounts  of  a child,  bom 
with  the  urinary  pajfages  entirely  (lopped  up  ; he 

• y * 

delivered  the  woman  in  January,  1769;  there 
was  nothing  particular  in  the  labour,  nor  in  the 
delivery  of  the  child,  or  placenta;  it  was  a female 
child,  and  a lump  of  jpongy  flefli  as  large  as  a 
walnut,  was  found  to  grow  out  from  under  the 
pubes  immediately  between  the  labia , which  fub- 
flance  entirely  furrounded  and  blocked  up  the 
urethra ; fo.that  at  the  end  of  four  days,  the  child  not 
being  perceived  to  have  made  a drop  of  urine  he 
judged  it  neceffary,  with  the  advice  and  a(M- 
ance  of  another  furgeon,  to  remove  this  fidhy 
txcrejcence  by  incifion;  which  was  accordingly 

^ 4 done, 
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done,  by  tying  a ligature  firmly  round  its  bafis, 
and  feparating  it  entirely  with  a common  fcalpel ; 
the  hemorrhage  which  followed  upon  the  opera- 
tion  was  but  trifling,  and  when  flopped,  en- 
deavours were  made,  by  means  of  a probe,  to 
difcover  the  urethra ; but  no  paflage  whatever 
could  be  found  which  led  to  the  bladder,  and 
the  infant  lived  in  much  pairt  and  uneaflnefs; 
and  at  length  died  convulfed,  on  the  third  day 
after  the  operation : having  obtained  confent  of 
the  child  s relations,  the  body  was  opened,  when 
the  kidnies,  as  is  ufual  in  the  foetal  hate,  ap- 
peared divided  into  feveral  lobes  joined  toge- 
ther, but  no  lymphatic  veflels  could  be  difcovered, 
and  the  ureters  appeared  a firm  callous  Juhfiance , 
without  the  leaft  perforation  ; confequentiy,  no 
urine  was  found  in  the  bladder;  the  fphinftcr 

vcjiccc  was  entire;  but  there  did  not  appear  the 
« 

leafl  vefiige  of  a urethra  defcending  from  the 
neck  of  the  bladder;  the  abdomen  and  inteflines 

a i 

were  much  diflended  with  wind,  and  great 
quantities  of  water  were  found  in  the  flomach 
and  pericardium . — For  the  particular  account  of 

a child 

1 1 ] i 
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a child  born  with  the  urinary  and  genital  organs 
preternaturally  formed,  vide  the  3d  volume  of 
Medical  Effays  and  Obfervations,  article  14.  It 
is  a mofl  extraordiuary  cafe  indeed,  and  commu- 
nicated with  great  precifion  and  accuracy,  by 
Mr.  James  Mowat,  Surgeon,  at  Langholm. 
Vide  Ruysch,  obf.  23,  p.  59.  — I recolle#  to 
have  feen  the  cafe  of  a partial  perjoration  of  the 
pans  in  a child  of  fix  days  old,  who  had  not 
been  able  to  make  a drop  of  water  during  all  that 
time;  it  was  brought  into  St.  Thomas’s  Hospi- 
tal ; and  the  late  Mr.  Baker,  then  one  of  the 
principal  furgeons  thereof,  finding  a natural 
pafiage  fome  di Ranee  below  the  glans , endea- 
voured to  make  the  perforation  complete,  by 
palling  down  a Imall  filver  catheter  into  the 
bladdei,  wnich  was  effe6led  with  much  pain  to 
ihe  child,  and  fome  water  was  thereby  evacua- 
ted , but  there  was  afterwards  no  natural  dif- 
charge  of  urine;  and  its  parents  not  choofing 
that  it  fhould  undergo  a fecond  operation,  the 
parts  clofed  again,  and,  as  I was  informed,  the 
child  died  foon  afterwards.  — In  the  courfe  of 
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my  pra&ice  I have  met  with  two  children,  who 
were  born  with  imperforated  am : and  in  both 
cafes  fueceeded  by  the  divifion  of  the  obflru&ing 
membrane,  and  the  occafional  introduction  of 
fponge  tents  till  the  meconium  full  appeared,  and 
afterwards  the  (tools  were  regularly  evacuated. — 
About  four  years  ago  a child  of  two  years  old 
was  brought  to  me  ; he  had  always,  from  the 
time  he  was  born,  paiTed  the  faces  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty: upon  infpe<fiing  the  parts,  I perceived  a 
ftrong  membranous  fubflance  in  anot  which  in 
part  obftru&ed  the  expulfion  of  his  (tools ; and 
with  the  concurrence  of  another  furgeon,  di- 
vided the  fame  by  incilion,  and  the  child  dif- 
fered no  • farther  impediment.  — In  the  Me- 
dical Effays  and  Obfervalions,  we  find  the 
cafe  of  a male  child  born  without  an  anus , 
or  intefimim  reclum  ; it  is  publifhed  by  Mr.  James 
Jamieson,  Surgeon,  in  Kelso  ; lie  tried  to 
reach  the  gut  by  incifion,  and  afterwards  with 
the  trocar , but  to  no  purpofc ; for  upon  open- 
ing the  child  on  the  day  after  its  death,  he 

found 
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found  the  reElum  entirely  wanting,  and  the  colon 
was  a perfect  inte/linum  ctfcum,  fufpended  loofely, 
and  full  of  meconium  ; all  the  other  parts  being 
in  a natural  hate.  Vide  Mauriceau,  lib,  3. 
chap.  22.  Dionis.  lib.  5.  chap.  6.  La  Motte, 
obf.  88  & 89.  and  alfo,  Dr.  Smellie,  vol.  3* 
coll.  46.  Vide  Memoire  fur  les  Enfans  qui  naif- 
fent  fans  un  veritable,  par  M.  Bertin,  4to.  a 
Paris,  1774.  And  Levret’s  Pra&ice,  when 
the  anus  is  imperforated  may  . be  feen  by  refer- 
ring to  The  Medical  Commentaries,  vol.  4. 
p.  166. 


\ 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXXIX. 

• - . , ? 

■ * • i • ) 

HE  2 2d  of  December,  1764,  I delivered 
the  wife  of  a carpenter,  whofe  child  had  the 
ufual  number  of  fingers  on  its  right  hand,  but 
on  the  left  there  were  fix  fingers,  and  on  each 
foot  the  fame  number  of  toes.  In  June, 

I delivered  a woman,  whofe  child  had  a fuper- 
numerary  little  finger  on  its  left  hand:  in  both 
thefe  cafes  I was  buffered  to  make  a ligature  with 
waxed  filk  round  the  bafes  of  the  fuperfluous 
fingers  and  toes,  and  by  that  means  they  drop- 
ped off  in  a few  days,  without  giving  the  chil- 
dren any  extraordinary  pain.  I know  of  one 
family,  to  whom  thefe  preternatural  fingers 
and  toes  feem  an  hereditary  right ; and  there  is 
not  a child  belonging  to  it,  which  has  been  born 
for  many  yeais  pafl,  who  has  not  had  one  or 


more 
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more  of  them  than  it  fhould  have  had.— L* 
Motte  fays,  that  he  Jaid  a bakers  wife, 
whofe  child  had  fix  fingers  on  each  hand,  and 
fix  toes  on  each  foot  ; the  five  ufuai  ones  were 
well-formed  and  moveable;  the  preternatural  ones 
were  nothing  but  flefli,  without  any  appearance 
ol  bones  or  tendons,  and  fattened  to  the  little 
finger  or  toe,  out  of  rank;  he  tied  them  up  with 
a waxed  thread,  with  the  furgeon's  knot,  that  he 
might  tie  them  tighter  now  and  then,  to  prevent 
the  ligatures  growing  loofe ; they  all  fell  off  in 
three  or  four  days,  without  the  child’s  feemino* 
to  be  under  any  uneafinefs,  and  the  places  healed 
of  them fe Ives  : he  mentions,  that  he  often  fa w a 
man,  who  came  into  the  world  with  fuch  addi- 
tional fingers,  which  were  very  troublefome  to 
him;  for  having  neither  bone  nor  tendon,  they 
often  catched  and  gave  him  great  pain  : he  adds, 
that  when  ever  he  has  met  with  any  children, 
who  have  had  fix  fingers,  or  fix  toes,  one  of  . 
them  has  always  had  lefs  life  in  it,  than  the 
others,  and  would  afterwards  have  become 

trouble- 
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troublefome ; for  which  reafon,  he  always  made 
a ligature  round  them,  which  he  drew  clofer 
and  clofer  for  two  or  three  days;  by  which 
means,  they  withered  and  fell  off:  and  he  con- 
cludes with  obferving,  that  if  he  met  with  any  , 
excrefcence  that  had  a ftnall  bafis,  he  treated  it.  ! 
in  the  fame  manner.  And  here,  perhaps,  it 
will  not  appear  very  foreign  to  my  general  lub- 
jeft,  byremarking,  that  in  his  third  volume,  the 
celebrated  Levret  treats  of  the  polypus-,  and 
particularly  deferibes  an  inftrument  of  his  own 
invention,  for  tying  pdypoje  tumours  of  the  ute- 
rus, in  a fafe  and  better  manner  than  has  been 

hitherto  practifed. 


CASE 


CASE  XC. 


T 

.A.  SHALL  infert  the  three  following  cafes,  in 
order  to  fhew,  that  although  diliortions  of  the 
pelvis,  are  mollly  owing  to  weaknefs  and  ric- 
ketty  affedions  in  infancy;  yet  there  are  fome 
inflances  of  women,  who  are  thereby  evidently 
i rendered  crooked  and  deformed,  that  have,  notwith- 

flanding  borne  feveral  children,  without  any  extra* 

ordinary  embarratTment  or  danger ; yet,  after  all, 
we  mud  allow,  that  thofe  labours,  will  generally 
prove  the  mod  happy,  when  women  are  neither 
old,  deformed,  nor  unhealthy,— S.  H.  ased  22, 
of  a dwarfijh  fize,  and  exceedingly  deformed, 
in  her  firft  pregnancy,  which  happened  in  1763, 
after  fuffering  uncommonly  from  the  heartburn, 
naulea,  piles,  and  difficulty  of  refpiration,  which 
had  much  enfeebled  her  body,  and  diftrelTed  her 

mind, 
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mind,  was  taken  in  labour  in  the  morning  of 
the  l ith  of  September  ; it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to 
conceive  the  apprehenfrons  of  danger  which 

- t • • 

this  poor  woman  laboured  under  from  the  repre- 
fentations  of  officious  goffips,  who  ffie  had  heard 
whifper  it  about,  that  her  make  was  fuch,  as 
to  render  it  impoffible  that  ffie  could  furvive 
her  labour,  or  that  the  child  ffiould  be  born 
alive:  happily  however,  the  event  proved  a con- 
tradiction to  all  their  fooliffi  prognoflications  : 
for  the  patient  was  delivered  in  a few  minutes 

. * i 

after  I came  to  her,  without  any  uncommon  cir- 
cumflance  attending  her  labour,  which  was  eafy 
and  natural;  the  child  appeared  languid  at  firft ; 
but  by  allowing  proper  time  in  feparating  the 
funis,  and  afterwards  fuffering  it  to  bleed  a. 
little  before  it  was  tied,  it  recovered  and  became 
hearty  and  flrong;  the  patient  had  an  exceed- 
ing good  getting  up. — In  November,  1766,  ffie 
was  taken  in  labour  of  her  fecond  child,  and 
delivered  before  any  affiflance  could  reach  her: 
being  pregnant  the  third  time,  ffie  bcfpoke  my 

affiffi- 
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a fli  fiance,  but  was  brought  to  bed  on  the  29th 
of  December,  1767,  before  I could  come  to 
her.  In  her  fourth  pregnancy,  finding  herfelf 
attacked  in  a very  preffing  manner,  (lie  fent  for 
me  in  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  June,  1769, 
the  membranes  were  broke,  and  I found  the 
, child  prefenting  with  the  nates  very  low  down  ; 
the  pains  were  quick  and  fharp,  and  fhe  was  de- 
livered with  very  trifling  help.  She  was  with 


! child  again  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1771  : 
i and  on  the  4th  of  October  of  the  fame  year, 

1 taken  in  labour,  and  delivered  with  fuch  expe- 
dition, that  no  one  could  get  to  her  fupport.  In 
this  lying-in,  fliewas  fome  time  before  (he  gotwell, 
owing  to  an  irregular  heflic  fever;  which  at  length 
give  way  to  the  bark  and  aromatic  bitters,  and  fhe 
entirely  recovered  her  health.  Proving  with  child- 
again  in  the  year  1773,  and  having  gone  her  full 
■me,  I was  fent  for  on  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, and  had  not  been  with  her  more  than 


lfteen  minutes  before  the  bufinefs  was  fully  ac- 
lomplifhed  ; and  fince  that  birth  (he  has  had 


10  more  children. 
Vo L.  II. 
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CASE  XCI. 

A.  F.  who,  from  her  infancy  had  endured  a 
very  bad  ftate  of  health,  of  a dimmitive  flatuie, 
and  much  deformed , both  behind  and  before , 
was  taken  in  labour  of  her  firil  child  the  17  th 
of  July,  1766;  fhe  felt  the  waters  break  and. 
come  away,  and  immediately  fent  for  me;  and. 
was  delivered  fo  foon,  after  I came  to  her,  and. 
with  fo  little  pain,  that  (he  affirmed  fhe  had  felt 
more  in  a fit  of  the  cholic  ; the  child,  which 
was  a girl,  was  in  very  good  health,  and  the 
mother  got  up  again  in  a few  days.  I wras  fent 

for  to  her  in  her  fecond  labour,  the  7 th  ol  Ja- 

# 

kuary,  1768  ; but  being  at  that  time  fome  miles 
from  home,  did  not  arrive  foon  enough  to  affift 
in  her  delivery:  flic  had,  however,  equally  as 
good  a recovery  as  before;  but  the  child,  which 


was 
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was  very  weakly,  died  on  the  6th  day  after  hs 
birth.  She  fought  my  affifiance  a third  time,  in 
September,  1769;  I found  theprefentation  of  the 
child  right;  the  pains  good,  and  (he  was  deli- 

4 

vered  in  a fhort  fpace  of  time.  The  16th  of 
August,  1771,  I was  defired  to  goto  her  again; 

' the  membranes  were  broke,  and  the  feet  prefent- 
ed;  but  the  child  was  delivered  without  much 
difficulty,  and  the  mother  did  very  well.  Jn 
her  fifth  pregnancy  {lie  had  a lingering  labour  of 
many  hours,  occafioned  by  a fright;  but  it  at 
length  ended  as  happily  as  either  of  her  preceding 
ones,  and  Ihe  was  as  well  as  ufual  at  the  end  of  the 
month ; but  the  child  died  foon  after  its  birth. 
The  fixth  time  of  her  being  with  child,  in  the 
eighth  month,  (he  was  taken  very  ill  of  a pain 
m her  fide’  together  with  a troublefome  cough, 
and  great  oppreffion  of  breath ; I adminifiered  an 
emollient  clyfier,  and  foon  after  took  away  fix  oun- 
ces of  blood  ; be  (ides  which,  ffie  occafionally  took 
a balfamic  lintius,  in  fmall  quantities  ; and  in  about 
hree  weeks  afterwards,  on  the  15th  of  October, 
‘774.  being  taken  with  labour  pains,  they  were 

^ 2 fort  it- 
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fortunately  over  in  about  two  hours  after  my 
coming  to  her,  and  I left  both  mother  and  child 
in  a fafe  fituation.  Being  with  child  again,  file 
was  fo  prodigioufly  big,  that  heifelf,  and  every 
one  elfe,  believed  there  were  two  children ; {he 
was  taken  in  labour  in  the  evening  of  the  5th 
of  November,  1776.  I examined,  and  found 
the  head  of  the  child  very  far  advanced ; the 
membranes  foon  after  broke,  the  * waters  came 
away  in  furprizing  quantities,  and  were  foon 
followed  by  a child  of  a middling  fize ; which 
died  in  a little  while  after  it  w'as  born.  The  lad 
time  of  her  lying-in  was  about  three  years  ago;,: 
when,  I am  informed,  die  was  fuddenly  taken  : 
in  labour,  and  delivered  by  herfelf;  but  reco-  . 
vered  as  well  as  ufual. 


Vide  Lamottc,  Obf.  309. 
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CASE  XCII. 


M W r 

* VV‘  °f  very  iJ1  health ; low  flature- 
pack'd;  and  whofe  extremities  were 

ieJurV:ed  havinS  Sone  her  fall  time:  I was 
o-n  for  to  lay  her,  on  the  *d  of  F£BRURav 

7 ; her  Pains  were  at  firft  flight  and  flow 

- genuine  and  gradually  increaflng,  and  the’ 

coming  Jn  a natural  diredion,  I Was 

to  form  a favourable  judgment  of  the 

-ent;  which  gave  the  patient  much  encou- 

gement,  and  in  great  meafurc  relieved  her  from 

6 tCrr°rS  °le  ,,ad  enterta'ned  of  her  own  cafe  ; 

= was  delivered  of  a fine  ftrong  child,  in  Icfc 

m tW°  h°UrS  af'e'r  arrivaI ; the  placenta 
BC  aWay  V£fy  ea%.  and  flie  did  well.  She 

l " feC°nd  dme  with  'WU,  and  I was  called 
m 3 grCat  hurry*  the  x3th  of  Decem- 

^ ^ B UR* 
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ber,  1769;  but  fbe  was  brought  to-bed  more 
than  an  hour  before  I could  reach  her  houfe.  On 
the  4th  of  August,  1774.  when  labour  Pa,n3 
commenced  in  her  third  pregnancy,  I was  again 
fent  for,  and  was  only  juft  tunc  enough  to  deli- 
ver the  child ; the  placenta  was  retained  a much 
longer  time  than  ufual,  and  the  woman  beginning 
to  flood  very  much,  carefully  introduced  my  hand 


into  the  uterus ; and  finding  the  placenta  adhere 
to  its  left  fide,  gently  detached  it  with  my  fin- 
gers, and  brought  it  out  whole,  and  foon  afterr 
the  haemorrhage  abated;  but  the  mother  was 

longer  in  recovering  of  this  than  in  either  of  her 

former  labours,  and  the  child,  though  very 
lieatty  at  firft,  died  in  a few  days  alter  it  w as 
botn.  Being  in  labour  with  her  fourth  child,  1 
attended  her  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning: 
of  the  24th  of  July,  t77§;  when  the  birth  0 
the  child  proved  eafy  and  natural : and  after  ar 
interval  of  about  twenty  minutes,  the  Jecun 
dines  were  eafily  excluded:  and  I have  beei 

fuccefsful  in  my  attendance  on  her  twice  iincc.- 
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Wc  may  obferve,  that  hump-back’d  people  in  gene- 
ral, cannot  affid  themfclves  fowellin  theufua!  po- 
fition  m which  we  place  women : but  in  the  foresto- 
i"S cafes,  I found  no  difficulty  whatever  from&an 
horizontal  poflure,  with  the  head  of  the  patient 
fomewhat  elevated.-U  Motte  recites  Jive  cafes 
of  lame  and  crooked  women : the  firft  of  which, 
obfervation  144,  he  tells  us,  was  the  Marchionefs 
of  **"■*,  who  was  lame  by  the  diflocation  of 
one  of  her  hips,  which  had  happened  to  her  in 
her  infancy,  and  for  which  ffie  had  been  ill- 
treated;  he  found  the  child  in  a right  poflure  ; 
the  waters  foon  came  away,  followed  by  the 
ch.'d,  and  he  brought  away  the  placenta  imme- 
diately: he  obfcrves,  that  the  head  of  the 

firmer  when  diflocated,  does  not  lie  in  the 
paffage  of  the  bones';  fo,  confequently  can 
be  no  hindrance  to  the  coming  forth  of  the 
child  : as  lame  women  are  more  liable  to  fall,  he 
recommends  them  to  be  upon  their  guard,  du- 
o their  pregnancies.  In  the  fecond  cafe,  the 
woman  was  lame  of  both  feet,  through  a wrong 
conformation  of  the  parts,  and  from  thence  was 

L 4 


very 
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very  fubje&  to  fall  down;  which,  by  being  care- 
ful, (lie  prevented,  during  her  being  with  child, 
and  happily  went  her  lull  time : perceiving 

fome  of  the  fore-runners  of  delivery,  flic  fent 
for  him ; labour  came  on  foon  after,  and  fhe 
was  brought  to-bed  in  lefs  than  an  hour;  he  re- 
fle&s,  that  the  parts  which  are  fubjeft  to  be 
Idinc,  having  no  relation  to  thofe  which  are  fub- 
fervient  to  delivery,  can  be  no  obflacle  to  it: 
there  feems  to  be  more  reafon,  he  fays,  to  ap- 
prehend this  in  crocked  women ; becaufe  in 
fome,  the  fpine  bending  outwards  in  the  middle 
of  the  back  projects  often  too  forwards  towards 
the  vertebra  of  the  loins ; lo,  that  the  diflance 
between  the  os  Jacrum  and  pubis  is  made  nar- 
rower, which  mufl  make,  delivery  very  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impcffible : but  he  advifes  us  to  take 
notice,  that  lame  or  Jlraight , high  or  low  wo- 
men. are  ail  fubjecl  to  this  inconvenience,  m 
the  following  obfervation,  he  fpeahs  of  a Lady 
very  much  deformed , both  befoie  and  behind, 
of  very  ill  health,  being  very  lean  and  fhoit- 

breathed,  whom  he  defpaired  of  Caving,  confi- 
de ring 
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dering  the  many  indifpolitions  (lie  laboundi  ri- 
der; her  complaints  encreafed  as  (lie  chew  nearer 
her  time,  and  between  the  6th  and  7th  months 
die  had  Tome  flight  pains,  of  which  fhe  gave 
.him  notice:  he  immediately  judged  them  to  be 
labour  pains,  which  were  even  flrong  enough  to 
engage  him  to  enquire  into  the  fituation  of  the 
child,  the  head  of  which  he  felt  through  the 
membranes  and  waters,  which  were  in  frnall 
quantity  ; it  was  very  foft,  which  made  him 
judge  that  the  child  was  fmali:  the  waters  ga- 
thered and  foon  came  aw’ay,  and  the  child  fol- 
lowed in  lefs  than  an  hour;  it  was  very  frnall, 
and  lived  eight  days  without  taking  any  non- 
rifhment ; the  chord , which  was  weak,  did  not 
hinder  the  placenta  from  adhering  very  firmly  ; 
for  fear  of  anv  accident,  he  would  have  intro- 

J 1 

* 

duced  his  hand  to  loofen  it,  but  the  os  Jacrum 
and  pubes  were  fo  near  one  another,  that  he  found 
it  impoffible  ; he  therefore  made  ufe  of  the  chord, 
encouraging  the  patient  to  bear  downwards,  to 
blow  in  her  hand,  and  put  her  finger  down  her 
throat,  as  to  excite  vomiting;  by  which  means 

he 
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li':  got  away  the  placenta  whole  ; Hie  got  up 
again,  but  never  afterwards  enjoyed  a good  fiate 
of  health;  a cough  came  on,  which  fell  upon 
her  lungs,  and  fhe  died  fix  months  after  of  an 
univerfal  dropfy.  It  is  the  opinion  of  our  au- 
thor, that  had  this  woman  gone  her  full  time, 
fiie  never  could  have  been  delivered;  becaufe 
the  child  would  have  been  too  big  to  have  come 
through  the  paflage ; and,  that  it  was  owing  to 
its  fmallnefs  that  Hie  was  brought  to-bed  fo 
foon:  he  accounts  for  her  dying  dropfical,  (a 
diflemper,  which  ajlhmalical  people  are  very 
liable  to)  by  obferving,  that  the  blood  not  being 
fufficiently  attenuated  in  the  lungs,  which  in  this 
woman  had  not  full  liberty  to  play,  occafioned  her 
frequent  refpiration,  turned  it  ferous,  and  bein^ 
afterwards  filtrated  by  the  glands  of  the  (kin, 
caufed  this  general  inundation.  After  this  woman, 
we  find  he  delivered  two  others,  in  the  fame  cafe, 
ai  d both  of  dead  children  r one  of  the  women 
died,  and  the  other  recovered  with  a great  deal 
of  difficulty : he  further  remarks,  that  although 
it  often  happens  that  this  til  conformation  of  the 

back 
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back  is  confined  to  the  os  f 'scrum , whereby  the  fpace 
between  this  bone  and  the  os  pubis  is  too  narrow  to 
admit  a full-grown  child  between  them, which  puts 
us  under  the  necefhty  of  having  recourfe  to  the 
Ccefarian  operation  ; yet,  he  fays,  it  is  not  al- 
ways the  cafe,  as  he  has  delivered  feveral  crooked 
women,  who  have  come  off  very  well  ; and  the 
moft  Jlrait  women  may  labour  under  this  wrong 
conformation  : and  to  the  Jlraitnefs  of  this  paffage 
alone  it  is,  that  we  owe  all  lingering  labours,  and 
often  thofe  againft  nature  ; but  here,  perhaps,  our 
author’s  remark  is  rather  too  general;  as  it  is 
well  known,  that  lingering  and  laborious  la- 
bours often  occur  from  various  other  caufcs,  be- 
fides  the  narrownefs  or  dijlortion  of  the  pelvis : 
in  his  next  obfervation,  he  relates  the  cafe 
of  a patient,  who  was  the  fmalleft  woman  that 
he  ever  faw,  and  whofe  extremities  were  all 
deformed ; he  found  her  with  labour  pains,  but 
they  were  fo  remote  from  one  another,  that  they 
were  unable  to  bring  forwards  the  head  of  a 
very  little  child,  which  was  engaged  in  the  paf- 
fage, and  fo  preffed,  that  the  bones  of  the  head 

rid 
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7)''‘  n * ci  one  another;  the  meconium  came  awav 

ln  srcat  quantities,  whereby  he  judged  that  the 

tin  Id  was  dead,  the  mother  befides  not  having 
leu  it  hnee  the  day  before  ; the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der was  fo  comprefled  as  not  to  buffer  a drop  of 
urine  to  come  away,  whence  her  belly  was  fo 
fwelled  as  to  touch  her  chin;  (he  was  weak, 
cold,  and  almoft  without  any  pulfe;  this  en- 
gaged him  to  deliver  her  immediately ; which 
he  did,  by  opening  the  cranium:  part  of  the 
bones  he  drew  away,  with  all  the  brain:  which 
fo  leffened  the  fize  of  the  head,  that  he  extrafled 
it  without  much  trouble:  the  fhoulders  at  firft 
deemed  to  flick  without  his  being  able  to  Hide 
his  fingers  under  the  axillas,  bccaufe  of  the 
flrattnefs  of  the  paffage;  but  he  fuccecded  at 
bill  by  taking  a great  deal  of  care,  for  fear  of 
pulling  away  the  head;  the  chord,  being  very 
final]  and  weak,  broke,  or  rather  loofened  away 
at  lts  l00t  6orn  the  placenta ; the  pafi'age  be- 
t ween  the  bones  being  too  narrow  to  admit  of 
the  introduction  of  his  hand,  he  was  forced  to 
null  the  bufinefs  to  nature,  which  expelled  the 

placet*  Lz 
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placenta  in  three  days,  without  its  being  corrupt- 
ed in  the  lead,  and  the  mother  did  well,  contrary 
to  his  expectation.  It  is  his  opinion,  that  had 
the  child  prefented  in  any  other  pofture,  as  he 
was  fure  of  its  death,  he  fhould  have  been  forced 

■L  ■* 

to  have  let  the  mother  perifli  without  help;  and 
had  it  been  living,  that  he  mufl  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  Cafarian  operation,  this  being  the 
only  caje  which  requires  it.  In  obf.  147,  our 
author  alfo  fpeaks  of  a Lady,  who  was  very 
crooked , both  before  and  behind,  and  ctherwife 
very  much  deformed:  he  was  lent  for,  and 
found  her  with  flight  floor t pains  ; but  which  in- 
creafed  in  two  hours  after  his  coming,  and  con- 
tinued fo  brifklv,  that  floe  was  delivered  of  a 
flout  boy  and  placenta  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour; 
the  next  day  he  left  both  mother  and  child  in 
pretty  good  health : he  remarks,  that  this  wo- 
man's being  brought  to-bed  with  fo  much  eafe 
was,  becaufe  the  inferior  vertebra  of  the  loins, 
and  thofe  of  the  os  facrum , inflead  of  bending 
forwards,  rather  bunched  outwaards,  which  Faci- 
litated the  coming  away  of  the  child:  this  per- 

fon 


[ 158  ] 

fon,  he  tells  us,  enjoyed  a better  flate  of  health 

than  that  before-mentioned,  and  he  never  deli- 

• •_ 

vered  her  afterwards,  her  labours  being  always 
fo  expeditious  that  they  had  not  time  to  fetch 
him:  he  alfo  mentions  two  women,  of  the 
town,  in  which  he  lived;  who,  though  exceed- 
ingly crooked,  were  almoft  always  brought  to- 
bed,  and  of  large  children  too,  before  he  could 
poffibiy  come  to  them. 


CASES 
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CASES  XCIII,  XCIV,  and  XCV. 

COMMUNICATED 
IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE- 

“ APRIL  2,  1770. 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

t4  T T 

-3-  LEARN,  with  extreme  fatif- 
faetion,  that  my  conduft  deferved  your  appro- 
bation, in  regard  to  the  cafe  in  which  the 
“ head  remained  in  the  vagina.  My  employe 
ments  have,  for  fome  time,  prevented  me  from 
“ Sratifymg  the  inclination  I have  had  of  fub- 
“ mitting  to  your  judgment  and  confideration, 
**  the  fubfequent  occurrences  in  Midwifery  ; 
“ which  are  circumftantially  as  follow:  in  the 

0 

“ evening 
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41  evening  of  the  fourteenth  of  August  lad, 
“ Mrs.  M*%***,  of  this  town,  finding  herfeif  at- 
“ tacked  with  feme  flight  pains,  fent  for  me  ; as 
44  the  ni  ght  approached  the  pains  werelefs  frequent; 
“ not  being  permitted. to  touch  her,  and  gueffing 
44  from  hence,  that  the  labour  would  be  linger- 
44  ing  ; after  adminiflring  an  opiate  in  a cupful 
41  of  caudle,  I left  her,  and  went  to-bed ; the 
, 44  next  morning  when  I called  on  her  again,  I 
44  found  her  pretty  much  in  the  fame  fituation  aa 
44  when  I left  her,  except  that  die  had  now  and 
44  then  upon  her  cloths,  the  appearance  of  a glai- 
“ ry  mucus , tinged  with  blood.  Matters  went  on 
44  after  this  manner,  till  the  evening  of  the  fe- 
44  venteenth,  when  the  pains  came  on  more  and 
44  flronger:  I now  alfured  myfelf  of  the  right 
44  fituation  of  the  child;  and  notwkhftanding 
44  the  os  tinea  was  fufficiently  dilated,  and  had 
44  receded  on  all  fides,  and  I could  difeover  the 
44  child’s  head  by  the  touch,  to  be  fo  far  ad  van- 
44  ced  in  the  paiTage,  as  to  be  felt  below  the  fupe- 
44  rior  circumference  of  the  pelvis,  and  by  the  lamb- 
44  dvidad  future,  that  it  was  the  vertex  which  pre- 

44  fented  ; 


C 161  1 

**  ientej  ; and  that  the  labour  was  retarded  either  by* 
tne  vveakncfs  of  the  mother,  or  largenefs  of  the 
“ child  s head,  or  probably  from  both  thofe 
caufes ; yet,  as  no  very  prefling  exigencies  fu- 
pervened,  I could  not  prevail  upon  myfelf 
once  to  think  of  the  forceps;  but  fupporting 
“ nay  patient  at  intervals  with  opiates  and  mild 
cordials,  by  rneer  dint  of  patience,  and  with 
“ the  affiflai1ce  of  nature  only,  the  bufinefs  was 
“ finiflied  about  four  o’  clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  twentieth,  and  was  one  of  the  lon^efl: 
labours  in  which  I was  ever  engaged ; the 
“ child  was  very  flout  and  healthy;  the  placenta 
“ dld  not  come  away  till  an  hour  after  the  birth 
of  the  child,  and  was  much  larger  than  the 
common  fize ; its  diameter  being  ten  inches, 
and  its  center  two;  but  neither  the  unufual 
" Protrafl'o»  of  the  labour,  nor  the  excraordi- 
" nary  r,ze  of  the  placenta,  were  circumflances  fo 
“ uncomm°n  as  that  which  followed  afterwards; 

“ f°r  ear]y  the  next  morning,  after  fulfering  all 

“ rheday  and  night  fucceeding  her  labour,  a feries 

“ of  the  moll  fevetj  pains,  Hie  was  delivered  of  a 

Vot.  11. 
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* * foetus  about  the  fize  of  one’s  little  finger,  en- 
“ clofed  in  the  Jecundincs , which  unjortunaldy 
44  had  been  fo  roughly  handled  by  the  nuife,  as 
44  to  damage  and  mutilate  their  contents  beyond 
“ any  poffibility  of  preferving  them : I fay,  un - 
44  fortunately , becaufe  I could  have  been  very 
44  happy  in  the  prefervation  of  the  fcdus  and 
44  its  little  bag  ; which  being  brought  forth 
44  after  the  woman  had  been  delivered  of  a live 
44  child  at  her  full  period  of  geftation,  may  per- 
“ haps  (though,  I think,  very  improperly)  pro- 
44  duce  a fubjeft  for  the  doftrine  of  Juperfatalion : 
44  upon  this  very  curious  matter,  I fhall  anx- 
44  ioufly  expe&  your  fentiments  and  opinion. 
44  The  mother  became  eafy  and  free  from 
44  pain,  foon  after  this  Jecond  birth , did  very 
44  well,  and  got  up  again  in  a fortnight,  but  the 
44  child  was  carried  off  by  a dyjenlery ; which  at 
44  that  time  was  almoft  epidemically  fatal  to  ma- 
4j  ny  infants  in  this  place,  and  its  neighbour- 
44  bourhood : this  difeafe,  in  general,  I pre- 
44  fume,  originates  from  thofe  prevailing  acidi- 
44  ties,  to  which  wc  attribute  moft  of  the  difor- 

44  ders 


4 clers  to  which  children  (more  particularly 
a in  the  firft  flage  of  infancy)  are  fubjed:  the 
flools  in  this  cafe  were  thin,  watry,  frequent, 
“ and  fo  very  corrofive,  as  to  excoriate  the  fun- 
'*  4<  dament,  breech,  and  thighs;  the  child  w^as 
41  often  much  convulfed,  and  threw  off  moft 
14  violent  erudations  of  wind:  at  fird  I ad- 
minidcred  fmall  dofes  of  oculi  tancrorum , pp. 
“ with  pulvis  rhei,  and  direded  the  food  to  be 
44  aflringent,  and  of  the  alcalejcent  kind : at 
14  length,  as  the  diforder  encreafed  to  a dange- 
44  tous  degree  of  violence,  I gave  a grain  of 
ipecacuanha,  with  a little  magnejia,  and  three 
44  drops  of  tintt.  thebaica ; befides  which,  I or- 
“ dered  to  be  injeded  every  eight  hours,  half 
41  an  ounce  of  flarch,  difTolved  in  mint  tea,  aj  a 
4*  clyfler ; and  as  often  as  the  flomach  would 
44  difpenfe  with  it,  direded  fmall  quantities  of 
calves  foot  jelly,  beef  tea,  or  weak  mutton 
44  broth  to  be  given,  but  all  to  no  fort  of  pur- 
“pole;  for,  notwithftanding  my  utmoft  care 
u and  attention,  the  poor  little  infant  expired, 

“ afier  a hard  ftruggle  of  feven  days.— In  thk 

M 2 


“ month 
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“ month  of  October  lafl,  I had  the  following 
««  hiftory  of  an  extra-uterine  conception , from  a 
Gentleman.  who  laments  his  want  oi  accuracy 

O ' 

«:  in  the  relation  of  the  cafe;  but  on  wliofe  ve- 
“ racity  I can  implicitly  rely.  The  patient,  he  fays, 

**  lived  in  S wallow-Street,  Carnaby  Market* 

“ and  had  been  married  three  years  ; at  the  end 
<«  of  which,  fhe  had  fuch  complaints,  as  very 
44  reafonably  induced  her  to  believe,  that  they 
“ arpfe  from  the- common  caufe  of  pregnancy  : 

“ fhe  had  a fenfe  of  fullnefs,  and  as  flic  grew 
“ biaeer,  felt  motions  common  to  women  upon 

t?  CD  " 

<«  their  becoming  (puck  with  child ; and  thele 
«*  ilirrings  rather  flrengthened  as  fhe  advanced 
**  towards  the  expected  period  or  labour  ; but 
««  fhe  palled  over  that  term,  and  had  nothing 
**  like  labour  pains;  was  frequently  ill;  often 
44  complained  oi  a fenfe  of  fuffocation,  tenlion, 

41  and  weight  in  the  abdomen  ; naujea , apepfia , , 
“ and  feveriffi  heats'  with  almoft  continual  pains 
“ in  the  hypogaftric  region;  but  the  internal! 
“ motions  entirely  ceaied,  and  fhe  neither  in- 
44  creafed  nor  diminifhed  in  magnitude  lor  tliei 
44  fpace  of  two  years  and  feven  weeks:  du- 

44  ring! 
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“ rinS  t!le  fix  months  of  which,  file  was  often 
“ attacked  with  tremors,  dreadful  apprehen- 
sions, and  inexpreffible  pains  and  agonies; 
“ could  not  drefs  or  uijdrcfs  herfelf  without 
help,  and  at  length  was  entirely  deflroyed  by 
a marafmus.  J his  is  literally  the  account,  as 
“ Siven  me  writing  by  the  Correfpondcnt  I al- 
“ Iud:'d  !o  >‘  wfl°  opened  the  body  after  her 
“ death:  and  adds,  that  he  found  the  uterus 
" pcrfctfly  m its  natural  flate ; but,  externally, 
“ on  its  left  fide,  difeovered  a fmall  female 
' ftelui,  but  not  diflindly  featured,  and  of  a fod- 
“ den  appearance,  as  if  it  had  been  boiled  : the 
“ left  fallopian  tube,  he  fays,  was  enlarged,  much 
"elongated,  and  callous  at  its  extremities;  but 
‘ time  was  nothing  lingular  or  unnatural  in  the 

" appear*1Ce  0f  the  right  fallopian  tube,  nor  in  any 
‘other  parts  of  the  abdomen.—  On  the  1 6th  of 
‘ November  laft,  I was  confulted  in.  the  cafe  of 
‘ a married  Lady,  who  had  complained  of  nau- 
1 fca,  vomiting,  particular  diftates  and  loathing; 

‘ file  had  mifred  he<-  mnjes  for  the  laft  three' 
months ; and  from  the  firh  period  of  their  celfa- 
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“/ion  had  had  a difcharge  from  the  vagina, 

“ w hich  fhe  imputed  to  the  whiles ; for  which  j 
“ flie  committed  herfelf  to  the  care  of  a fur- 
«.  geon,  who  was  related  to  her ; the  complaint 
“ being  recent,  he  attempted  the  cure  by  flypttc 
• < applications  and  aflringents  ; but  not  gaining 
*•  ground,  and  the  difcharge  increafing,  the  pa- 
m tient  confulted  me:  and  upon  proper  en- 

..  qUiry,  I gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  her  other 
“ complaints,  as  well  as  this,  moll  probably  pro- 
“ ceeded  from  pregnancy ; I took  away  a. 
« few  ounces  of  blood,  prefcribed  gentle  laxa- 
“ tives,  and  at  intervals  mild  ballamic  medi— 
..  cines  ; her  increafe  of  fize,  and  the  motion  of 
“ the  foetus,  in  confequence  thereof,  hath  con- 
“ firmed  my  verdifl  on  the  calc,  and  I exptfl 
“ 10  wait  on  her  at  the  full  period  of  her  tarn,’ 
“ about  the  middle  of  the  next  month;  the  dtf! 
..  charge  I before  fpokc  of,  though  confidcrablv 
“ diminifhed,  is  not,  1 find,  entirely  abated,  but 
“ does  not  weaken  her  in  the  leaf!,  nor  give  he: 
» any  uneafinefs,  as  flic  expects  full  relief  fron 
••  the  approaching  crifts. — I cannot  dole  tbi 


“ Icite 


u 
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letter  without  informing  you,  that  the  other 

•‘day  I incurred  fome  reprehenfions  from  a 

“ ienior  practitioner,  for  venturing  to  bleed 

“ a maid  fervant  in  the  vena  Japhena,  on 

.“account  of  a violent  head-ach,  only  a few 

“ days  prior  to  the  time  when  ihe  expected  a re- 

“ tuIn  of  lhe  catamenia.  Pray,  is  it  poffible, 

■ .at  tins  could  make  any  difference  ? Accept 

“ my  bed  acknowledgments,  with  fentiments 
il  due  to  you, 

cc  From,  See.”  j 


the  answer. 

DEAR  SIR, 

, T 

• X N the  labour  you  firft  mention, 
you  are  to  be  commended  for  trailing  to 
nature;  who,  though  flow  in  her  operation. 
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44  is  neverthelefs  raoft  commonly  fafe  and  deci- 
“ five:  perhaps  your  patient  was  not  very  young, 

“ and  this  might  be  her  firfl  child  ; which,  you 

know,  are  caufes  of  protraclion  that  often  oc- 

45  cur:  as  there  was  no  prefixing  danger,  notwith- 
41  handing  the  very  great  length  of  the  labour, 
“ and  tho’  the  head  was  below  the  brim  oj  the  pel — 
41  vis,  you  did  very  right  by  waiting  patiently  ix\ 
u preference  to  the  ufe  of  inftruments. 

4{  This  muflhave  beena  cafe  oT  twins , and  not. 
“ °VUP  erjottation ; a ridiculous  doctrine,  that  has 
44  now  in  great  meafure,  lofl  its  footing;  yet  is  not 
■‘without  its  advocates:  and  the  learned  Hal- 
“ ler,  in  his  Opnjcuhm  Patholog.  tells  us,  that 
“ after  he  had  publifhed  his  Commentaries  upon 
4£  Boerhaave , that  he  difeovered  in  three  bodies , 

4t  where  the  uterus  was  burfl:  and  in  other  preg- 
u nant  uteri , that  the  tubes  are  very  little  af- 
“ fehed  by  pregnancy,  and  that  the  part  of  the 
41  uterus,  between  the  tubes,  is  not  much  in-- 
4‘ creafed,  and  but  a little  convex;  but,  as  in  I 
pregnant  women,  the  tubes  are  almofi  pendut 

laus, 
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Jous,  and  therefore  parallel  with  the  uterus : 
“ hence,  it  feems  to  have  happened,  that  Da- 
M venter,  and  other  anatomical  writers,  have 
4‘  made  the  tubes  come  out  a great  way  below 
“ the  fundus  uteri , and  cannot  reach  to  the  ova- 
“ na:  but  thefe  affertions,  this  ingenious  writer 
4 ‘ boldly  advances,  are  proved  to  be  falfe,  by 
“ means  of  many  experiments;  which,  however 
° unfortunately  for  the  caufe  he  would  fupport, 
f‘  he  has  forgot  to  publifh:  after  this,  he  pro- 
“ ceeds  to  affert  it  as  a certainty,  that  [uperfoeta - 
tions  do  happen ; and  declares,  that  in  preg- 
“ nant  women,  he  has  feen  the  tubes  of  fuch  a 
“ length,  as  to  be  capable  of  reaching  the  ovaria 
“ very  eafily ; yet,  for  iny  own  part,  I fhall  ever 
confider  fuperfeetation  merely  as  an  imaginary 
4<  preternatural  operation , and  utterly  impo/fible . 
“ It  is  a thoufand  pities  that  you  did  not  preferve 
the  bag  and  foetus , as  they  were;  a drawing 
“ from  you  in  their  mangled  ftate,  would  have 
4<  been  a pretty  and  convincing  addition  to  the 
cafe:  therefore  pray,  when  any  thing  curious 
“ does  occur,  and  that  you  can  obtain  it,  let  it 

“ be 
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64  be  prelerved. — Did  you  fee  the  falus?  was  it 
il  complete  and  found?  was  there  an  after-bur - 
“ then  ? or,  was  the  covering  all  membranous  ? did 
“ fhe  lace  her  flays  tight?  enquire  if  any  thing  par- 
ticular happened  during  pregnancy,  to  occauon 
u the  death  of  the  foetus;  efpecially  in  the  firfl  three 

1 

“ or  four  months : in  fhort,  endeavour  to  get  as 
■'  many  circumflances  as  you  can,  to  enlarge 
and  make  the  cafe  complete  ; as  indeed  it  is 
“ very  curious.  You  was  undoubtedly  right, 
“ not  to  ufe  force  in  the  extra&ion  of  the  pla - 
44  centa  ; but  I fhould  always  recommend  its  de- 
“ livery  as  foon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  accom- 
**  pliflied  without  violence ; I am  very  glad  your 
“ patient  did  well.  The  dyfentery  in  fucli  voting 
44  children  is  a diforder  mod  dangerous,  and 
4‘  when  attacked  with  it  to  fo  violent  a decree,  as 
44  you  mention,  they  feldom  long  furvive.  In- 
“ deed,  I know  not  how  you  could  have  treated 
44  it  better.  You  will  oblige  me,  by  enquiring 
of  your  friend,  if  lie  had  an  opportunity  to 
“ preferve  the  txLra-utaine  foetus  ? and  how  large 
“ it  was?  v.hcther  it  was  in  a cyji  refembling  the 

4‘  feevn* 
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11  fecundities , and  contained  water  ? v\  hetlier  the 
<•  ovum  was  found  in  the  pelvis  or  abdomen  ? and 
“ vvhether  there  was  any  placenta ? and  if  fo, 
“ or  any  thing  like  it.  what  were  the  parts  to 
, 44  which  it  adhered?  Thefe  are  fa&s  which  I 

l t 0 

“ could  be  glad  to  know  ; as  otherwife  the  cafe 
“ is  incomplete.  I knew  an  inftance  of  a child 
li  found  without  the  uterus  in  the  abdomen  of  its 
k‘v  mother;  the  pains  came  on,  and  a midwife 
was  employed:  this  woman  finding  an  cn- 
4{  largement  in  the  vagina,  miftook  that  for  the 
44  membranes ; which  fhe  attempted  to  break 
44  through  by  repeatedly  feratching  it  with  her 
44  nails,  in  which  fhe  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  eva- 
luate the  waters:  however,  the  birth  of  the 
44  child  being  dill  retarded,  a Man-midwife  was 
“ procured;  but  to  no  purpofe,  the  woman 
44  growing  worfe  and  worfc,  till  at  length  fhe 
“ died.  Now  I cannot  help  flattering  myfelf,  that 
“ had  I been  prefent,  I might,  in  all  probability, 
44  have  faved  the  lives  of  both  mother  and  child  ; 
44  for  I believe  I fhould  have  ventured  to  have 
44  made  an  incifion  through  that  part  of  the  va- 

44  gina 
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4‘  gina  which  was  thrufl  forward  by  the  propel- 
“ ^ng  force;  and,  perhaps,  by  that  means,  might 
“ have  delivered  the  child, 

“ As  to  your  cafe,  in  which  the  diforder  was 
44  miftaken  for  the  Jluor  albus , I fliould  have 
44  thought  it  required  but  a fmall  fhare  of 
44  difcernment,  both  from  the  touch,  &c.  to  have 
“ gathered  a competent  idea  of  the  patient’s  con^ 

44  dition : I wifh  you  fuccefs  in  her  delivery,  and 
“ dare  fay  fhe  will  do  very  wrell.  It  may  well 
44  deferve  our  obfervation,  that  the  ovulum  lies 
“ fome  time  before  it  is  attached  to  the  uterus ; at 
“ length  the  ovulum  and  uterus  increafe  together: 

“ which  is  a wife  provifion  of  nature ; for  wTas 
“ the  uterus  to  increafe  alone,  the  consequence 
“ mufl  be  mifearriage . It  is  no  uncommoQ 
“ thins:  for  women  to  have  a difeharge  not  un- 
11  like  the  whites,  which  they  fometimes  conclude 
“really  is  that  diforder;  but  which  is  often 
41  found  to  be  no  more  than  a difeharge  con- 
“ fcquent  upon  conception. 


44  The 


<( 
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The  bleeding  from  a vein  is'  icon  reciuited, 
“ and  if  done  two  or  three  days  before  the  men - 
° Jlrual  period,  cannot  pofhbly  retard  it  long. 
“Adieu!  \ou  may  always  depend  upon  the 
* “ edeem  and  friendfhip  of,  &c.” 


MY  REPLY. 


"DEAR  SIR, 


(( 


May-31,  177a; 


“ X RETURN  you  my  thanks 
“ for  your  obliging  letter,  and  fincerely  regret 
that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  preferve  the 
4<  bag  ancl  fatus;  and,  that  I did  not  attempt  a 
" delineation  of  them  in  that  date,  in  which 
“ they  were  ; but  they  were  thrown  away  foon 
“ a^er  I had  had  a fight  of  them,  by  dire&ion 
41  of  the  patient:  however,  I very  didindly  faw  the 
44  1leaci>  arms,  legs,  thighs,  and  fome  parts  of  the 
44  chorion  and  amnios  were  very  diflinfl  ; the  other 


part 


i 
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u part  of  the  bag  was  wholly  membranous , and’ 
44  no  placenta  diftinguifhable.  I have  made  the 
44  neceffary  enquiries  of  the  patient,  who  in- 
44  forms  me,  that  about  the  fecond  month  of  her 
“ pregnancy  file  was  feized  with  frequent  tre- 
44  mors  upon  moving  ; which  continuing  for  two 
44  or  three  weeks,  fhe  at  length  attributed  them  to; 
“ the  great  prelfure  made  on  her  belly  by  a fliff 

1 , T — f 

“ pair  of  flays  which  fhe  a’t  that  time  wore,  laced 
44  up  very  tight ; and  which  gave  her  fo  much 
44  pain,  that  fhe  at  lad  found  herfelf  obliged  to 
44  lay  them  afide,  and  to  get  an  eafy  pair  of 
46  jumps  in  their  head:  notwithflanding  which, 

4C  though  Hie  was  eafier  in  other  relpe&s,  yet  the 
44  tremors  attended,  with  deje&ion  of  fpirits,  fliii 
continued : towards  the  end  ol  the  third 

44  month,  file  fays,  as  file  was  walking  out  fhe 
44  was  frightened  by  a boy's  falling  from  a liorfe, 

14  which  terrified  her  to  that  degree,  that  it  was 
“ with  difficulty  fiie  reached  home,  which  was 
44  about  half  a mile  diflant,  and  loon  after  flic 
“ felt  an  uncommon  fluttering,  which  continued 
“ at  intervals  for  fome  days  : and  when  it 

, 44  ceafed. 
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“ ceafed,  was  fucceeded  by  a pain  in  the  right 

“ fide  of  her  belly;  uneafy  fenfations  about  the 

ptivist  often  afeending  to  the  hypogajinc  region  ; 

" which,  file  fays,  flie  is  not  even  now  entirely  free 

’ “ from.  Tliefe  are  all  the  circumftances  which 

“ 1 am  able  to  colle#  of  the  cafe  : you  may 

depend  upon  my  tatting  your  advice ; and, 

“ that  in  future,  when  any  thing  curious  does 

occur,  I fhall  be  particularly  careful  in  my 

“ obfervations  of  it;  but  in  this  cafe,  it  really 

“ was  out  of  my  power  to  obferve  more  than  I 

“ ^ have  fecn  the  Gentleman  to  whom  I 

“was  obliged  for  the  extra-uterine  cafe:  and 

“ the  fize  of  the  foetus  he  tells  me,  did  not  cx- 

“ ceed  that  of  an  abortion  at  five  months:  it 

“ was  contained  in  a bag,  which  fomewhat  re- 

femblcd  the  Jecundine s,  but  was  rather  of  a 

“ ligamentous  than  a membranous  appearance, 

“ and  contained  more  than  a pint  of  turbid 

fluid,  hke  the  water  in  which  flefh  had  been 

‘ wafhed ; the  ovum  was  found  in  the  abdomen ; 

• but  lie  does  not  recoiled  to  have  obferved  any 

‘ thing  like  a • placenta . I am.  See." 

* * / 

Mauri- 
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Mauriceau  has  given  his  opinion  of .fnper-- 
fcctalion , as  a matter  that  very  rarely  happens,  and’ 
is  neither  fur  nor  againjl  it  : he  fays,  that  when 
a woman  brings  forth  one  or  more  children  at  a 
birth,  begotten  at  once,  which  ufually  are 
called  Twins , and  differ  from  fupcrfcelation  ; his 
known  by  their  being  both  almofl  of  an  equal 
thicknefs  and  bignefs,  and  having  but  one  only 
and  common  after-birth,  not  feparated  the  one 
from  the  other ; but  by  their  membranes,  which 
wrapt  each  apart  with  their  waters,  and  not  both 
in  the  fame  membranes  and  waters,  as  fome  have 
believed,  contrary  to  the  truth  ; but  if  there  are 
feveral  children  and  a fuperfcelation,  they  will  be 
alfo  feparated  by  their  membranes , and  not  have 
a common  burthen,  but  each  his  part ; neither 
will  they  be  of  an  equal  bignefs,  for  that  which 
is  the  ftp  erf  station  will  always  be  leffer  or  weak- 
er, than  the  one  engendered  at  firft;  who,  becaufe 
of  its  force  and  vigour,  draws  the  greateft  and 
befl  part  of  the  nourifliment : in  analogy  to  his 
opinion,  he  adds,  juft  as  we  find  fair  and  great 
fruit,  have  often  near  them  very  little  ones ; be- 

caufc 
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Caufe  thofe  that  are  firfl  knotted  and  fattened  to 
the  tree,  take  away  all  the  nourifhment  from 
their  neighbours,  who  did  but  bloffom  when  the 
firtt  had  already  acquired  fome  bignefs.  After 
. this  curious  allufion,  he  proceeds  in  afTerting, 
that  fometimes  Twins  are  not  of  an  equal  big- 
nefs, which  happens  according  as  the  one  or  the 
other  hath  more  ttrength  to  draw  to  it  in  greater 
abundance  the  bett  part  of  the  common  nou- 
rifhment. To  iiluttrate  his  fubje&  farther,  he 
relates  the  cafe  of  a woman  whom  he  delivered 
of  a very  great  living  girl  by  the  feet,  which 
firtt;  came  to  the;  birth:  and  upon  fetching  the 
after-birth  he  brought  with  it  another  child,  a 
dead  boy,  as  little  again  as  the  firtt  girl,  and 
feemed  not  to  be,  refpe&ing  his  bignefs,  above 
five  or  fix  months:  although  they  were  both'to- 
gether  at  one  time,  as  was  manifett  by  their  both 
having  but  one  and  the  fame  burthen ; and  this 
fecond  child  was  fo  little  that  it  came  together 
with  the  burthen,  and  wrapt  up  in  the  mem. 
branes,  which  he  prefently  opened  to  fee  whe- 
ther it  was  alive;  but  it  had  been  a long  time 
\ ol.  II.  N «•  jeac^ 
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dead,  as  it  appeared  by  its  corruption.  In 
Chapman,  we  find  the  cafe  of  a woman,  who 
Was  delivered  of  a dead  fcelust  after  the  birth  of 
a living  child  : a large  child  wras  born  by  the  na- 
tural pains,  in  about  two  hours  after  the  mother 
was  taken  in  labour:  he  attended  her,  and  in— 
troducing  his  hand  {as  was  his  common  prac - 
tice)  into  the  uterus,  the  moment  the  infant  was 
born,  in  order  to  receive  the  placenta,  he  foundi 

t ( * <*.  * . • j 

another  child  decayed , about  the  bignefs  of  a fct~- 
tus  in  the  fixth  month,  and  he  afterwards  deli- 
vered two  diflinft  placenta  s : andRuYSCH  tells  us, 
of  the  wife  of  a certain  Surgeon,  at  Amster- 
dam, in  the  year  1686,  who  brought  forth  a: 
robuft  living  infant,  and  within  fix  hours  after 
this  birth,  flic  brought  forth  likewife  an  embrio, 
of  a confiderable  figure  and  magnitude;  in  which 
it  was  remarkable,  that  the  funiculus  umbilicalis 
refembled  fo  many  hydatids ; fo,  that  the  whole 
feemed  to  be  a chain  of  veficles  filled  with  a wa- 
tery humour;  and  the  placenta  belonging  to  ivj 
was  of  fuch  a thicknefs  and  magnitude,  that  we 

feldom  fee  it  thicker  or  larger  in  a foetus  three 

months 
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months  old.  _ In  Burtom,  we  find  a print  re- 
prefenting  the  fide  and  back  view  of  an  cmbrio, 
which  was  erroneoufly  called  a J^rfoUation, 
being  brought  forth  a few  days  after  the  birth  of 
a living  child,  at  its  full  term.  To  the  fame 
Gentleman  we  are  obliged  for  the  account  of  a 

mechanic’s  wife  in  York,  who.  when  about  two 

months  pregnant,  perceived  daily  a little  water 
come  from  her  womb;  which  made  her  apprehen- 
five,  that  what  lire  took  for  pregnancy,  was  really  a 
dropfy  in  the  WOmb,  as  lhe  called  it : however, 
as  lhe  found  no  immediate  danger,  and  was  wil- 
ling to  avoid  expence,  fire  made  no  application  for 
a Hi  fiance:  although  lhe  daily  parted  with  a little 
water  for  fome  days,  and  then  the  running 
ceafed;  lhe : went  on  to  her  full  time,  and  brought 
orth  a living  child,  and  had  as  much  water  in 
the  bag,  as  lhe  u fed  to  have  with  her  former 
children  ; but  the  after-birth  (he  faid  was  larger 
than  ufual,  having  fomething  growing  to  the  fide 

of  it  (as  they  told  her):  the  next  year  lhe  be-' 

came  pregnant  again;  and  again  the  waters- 
breaking  out  in  the  third  month,  lhe  applied  to 

N 2 the 
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the  Do£lor  for  his  afliftance,  left  (as  fne  faid) 
fhc  fhould  have  the  like  fubftance  grow  again, 
that  might  be  larger,  and  not  be  got  fo  eaftly 
away.  From  the  above  account,  he  was  led  to 
conjeaure  what  was  the  cafe,  which  was  verified 
in  the  event:  for  he  imagined,  he  fays,  fhe  was 
with  Twins,  and  that  the  bag  of  one  of  them 
had  burft  ; but  the  other  Hill  increafed  and  com- 
prelfed  the  placenta  embr'io  within  the  bag,  fo 
as  to  appear  as  above  defcribed  ; he  therefore  de- 
fired  the  woman  not  to  be  under  any  immediate 
concern,  but  to  keep  at  reft,  and  if  any  thing 
extraordinary  happened  to  let  him  know : and 
when  fire  fhould  lie  in,  to  tell  the  midwife  to 
be  particularly  careful  to  examine  the  after-birth 
very  accurately,  and  if  there  was  any  appear- 
ance different  from  what  was  common,  to  fend 
for  him : which  accordingly  was  done ; and  he  found 
the  remains  of  a fa.Ua  or  cmbrio,  about  three  inches 
long,  with  its  integuments,  See.  compreffed  very 
flat,  and  moftly  corrupted,  although  the  new-born 
child  was  at  its  full  growth,  and  healthy : this* 

he  fays,  made  fome  of  the  by-handers  imagine 

there 
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there  had  been  a JupcrJatation ; but  be  foon 
fhevved  them  their  error  a mifiake  of  the  like 
kind,  he  tells  ue,  happened  at  Harlington, 
five  miles  from  Doncaster;  where,  the  wife  of 
i a fanner  fell  into  labour,  and  was  delivered  of 
a living  girl,  with  the  placenta,  on  Friday,  the 
2.5th  of  May,  1750;  and  on  Monday,  the  28th 
following,  about  fix  o’clock  was  delivered  of  a fx- 
tus,  which  came  away  with  a maflyfub  fiance  ; but, 
whether  flefhy  orcompofed  of  large  clots  of  blood, 
they  could  not  tell : however,  the  woman  recovered 
very  well;  and  the  Docfior  preferved  the  fxtus  in 
fpirits  amongft  his  cohesion. — A cafe  like  this, 
is  mentioned  by  Johannes  Daniel  Geyerus, 
M N.  C.  Dec.  2.  An.  5.  Obf.  133,  he  fays,  a 
living  child  was  born:  and,  “ Quum  vero  pc- 
“ ritius  fecundinam  infpiccrem,  qua:  non  fere 
“ Plc™mque  oblonga,  fed  plana  & rotunda  erat, 

“ Inveni  eam  circumdatam  tenaci  membrana, 

“ inque  hac  inclufum  alteram  filiolum  ad  Spi- 
“ thante  longitudinem  cujus  funiculus  umbilica- 
“ hs  infertus  erat  propria:  placenta:,  qua:  altcri 
“ fortilTl™  convcxa  erat”  This  had  been  dead 
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for  fome  time;  for  he  fays,  “ Cerebrum  Sc  he- 
<«  par  erant  putrida,  corvero  inflar  cordis  claudx, 

“ refus  inftar  phafeoli,  funiculus  umbilicalis  in- 
“ ftar  pennae  infertus  hepati  8c  vehcae,  See.  — ■ 
Dr.  Smellie  fpeaking  of  Juperf a lotion,  fays,  in 
all  thofe  cafes  which  gave  rife  to  this  fuppofition, 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the  woman  was 
a&ually  with  child  of  Twins;  one  of  which 
lying  next  the  os  internum  might  chance  to  die 
and  mortify,  fo  as  that  the  membranes  give  way, 
and  the  dead  foetus  is  difeharged  ; while  the  other 
remains  in  the  uterus , and  is  delivered  at  the 
full  time.  On  the  other  hand,  by  fome  acci- 
dent, the  firft  and  larged  may  be  bom  fome 
days  or  weeks  before  the  full  time,  and  after- 
wards the  os  tinea  contract  fo  as  to  detain  the 
other  till  the  due  period.  At  other  times,  the 
child  that  lies  next  to  the  fundus  is  the  fmallcft* 
and  follows  after  the  birth  of  the  other  ; fometimes 
dead  and  putrified,  and  fometimes  in  an  ema- 
ciated condition.  See  coll  6.  vol.  2.  Alio  calcs 
1068c  107  of  this  work;  befides  the  h iflories  of 

extra-uterine  conceptions  given  us  in  Dr.  S niel- 
li e’s 
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lie's  Collection.  In  the  Bibliotheca  Anatomica 

. 

ive  have  the  cafe  of  a woman,  who,  at  the  ufual 
period  of  geflaticm,  had  fuch  pains  as  made  her 
judge  herfelf  to  be  in  labour;  but  to  no  pur- 

4 > * > • ' « 

pofe.  About  this  time  the  falus  died,  and  at 
the  end  ol  the  eighteenth  month,  after  fufferinc  a 
great  deal,  fhe  complained  of  a great  pain  about 
her  navel,  which  was  fucceeded.  by  a fungous 

ulcer  near  that  part,  which  was  afterwards  dila- 

• • * _ 

ted,  and  the  foetus  taken  out;  which  lay  in  the 
light  fallopian  tube , the  head  downwards  and  ixs 
heels  to  the  diaphragmf  the  placenta  adhering  to 
the  tube.  This  woman,  we  are  told,  recovered 
from  this  feemingly  improbable  operation,  and 
bore  children  afterwards,  viz.  a girl,  within  two 
)ears;  and  in  the  fpace  of  another  year,  a girt 
and  a boy  at  one  birth. — In  Giffard,  we  find 
the  cafe  of  a fcelus,  above  fix  months  old,  con- 
tained in  a jacculus,  without  the  womb,  and  pro- 
truded through  the  anus:  he  tells  us  there  was 
a large  difeharge  of  grumous  blood,  and  other 
fubftances,  through  the  anus;  which  continued 
coming  away  till  the  woman  died ; there  was  a 

^ 4 fulnefn 
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fulnefs  and  hardnefs  very  perceptibly  to  be  felt 
outwardly  in  the  fore-part  of  the  belly,  fome 
diflance  below  the  navel,  from  the  time  that  the 
{ cetus  came  away  till  the  hour  of  her  death ; 
which,  upon  opening  the  body,  he  was  well 
alfurcd,  was  the  uterus  drove  upwards  and  for- 
wards by  the  Jacculus,  which  being  large  and  dif- 
tended  filled  up  the  pelvis,  and  by  its  bulk  pref- 
fed  the  uterus  both  upwards  and  forwards. — Dr. 
Dodd,  phyfician  to  St.  Bartholomew  s Hos- 
pital, was  prefent  whilll  Mr.  Nourse,  Sur- 
geon to  the  faid  Hofpital,  and  himfelf  opened 

O 

the  body;  wherein  the  vagina , uterus , liga - 
menta  rotunda , the  ovary , fallopian  tube , and  liga- 
mentum  latum ; together  with  the  hypogajlric  and 
fpcrmatic  veffels,  were  found  on  the  left  fide  in  a 
natural  hate;  the  fallopian  tube  on  the  right  fide, 
was  tiaced  from  the  fundus  uteri , almoft  to  the 
morfus  di aboli,  where  it  opened  into,  and  was 
confufedly  and  clofely  united  with  a facculus  im- 
mediately to  be  defcribed ; the  ovary  on  this 
fide,  together  with  the  ligamentum  latum  was  di- 
lated into  a large  faccnlus}  of  an  irregular  form, 

extending 
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extending  itfelf  behind  the  uterus , (to  the  back 
part  of  which  it  adhered)  and  patting  on  to- 
wards the  left  fide,  was  conne£led  to  that  part  of 
the  colon  that  terminates  in  the  return;  as  alfo  to 
the  return:  in  this  Jacculus  was  found  part  of 
a placenta , and  the  remains  of  the  lacerated 
membranes  ; and  befides  the  aperture  of  the  fal- 
lopian tube , mentioned  before,  there  was  another 
'about  four  inches  in  diameter,  into  the  middle 

of  the  rctfum : that  part  of  the  ureter  on  the 

» 

right  fide,  which  lay  between  the  ovary  and  the 
kidney  was  dilated  ; and  fo  was  that  part  of  the 
rettum  between  the  aperture  and  the  colon ; the 
dilatation  of  both  thefe  canals  was  caufed  from 
the  contents  being  obftru<fted  in  the  paftage.  This 
ourious  and  uncommon  cafe,  the  author  tells 
us,  was  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society, 
and  the  parts  fhewn  them:  the  Prefident,  Sir 
Hans  Sloan e,  ordered  two  draughts  to  be  taken 
of  them,  which  arc  annexed  to  this  account, 
and  very  accurately  defcribcd  ! the  foetus,  we  are 
told,  was  perfeft  in  all  its  parts;  but  much 
wafted,  fhrunk,  and  putrified,  from  its  being 

, fume 
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lome  time  dead. — In  Chapman,  wc  Iikcwife.  mec 
with  an  extraordinary  inftance  of  a woman,  wh 
was  delivered  at  the  anus , in  many  refps&s  flint 

iar  to  that  which  is  above  related  by  Giffard.- 

We  find  in  the  Firft  Volume  of  Medical  Com 
mentaries,  that  Dr.  Hunter  met  with  a ver 

4 J 

fingular  cafe,  of  a conception  in  the  fallopian 
tube:  in  confequence  of  that  tube  having  burft 
an  internal  hemorrhage  hadenfued,  which  occa- 
fioned  the  death  of  the  woman  : he  (hewed  the 
pans  to  his  pupils;  the  uterus  was  enlarged, 
ncaily  as  much  as  it  would  have  been,  at  the  pe- 
riod at  which  the  woman  died,  had  the  concep- 
tion been  in  it ; and  the  membrana  decidua  wa; 
diftinflly  feen  lining  the  fundus  uteri:  he  ob* 
feivcd,  that  this  cafe  confirmed  two  opinions, 
which  lie  had  before  entertained  concerning  the 
gt  ciuid  uterus ; it  (hewed,  that  the  enlargement I 
of  the  impregnated  uterus  does  not  happen  me- 
chanically from  the  increafmg  bulk  of  its  con- 
tents; it  (hewed  likewife,  that  the  decidua , or 
outer  fit  a turn  of  the  Jccundines , belongs  to  the 
vdcrus , and  not  to  the  ovum)  or  that  part  of  the 


conccp- 
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.nccplion  which  is  brought  from  the  ovarium . 

the  fecond  volume  of  the  fame  work,  we 
lVe  the  two  following  very  fingular  accounts  ol 
ira-ut trine  fati : the  fir  ft  is  communicated  by  Dr. 
homas  Young,  Profeffor  of  Midwifery  in  the 
oiverfity  of  Edinburgh,  to  Dr.  Bell,  of  the  city 
r Dublin: — in  the  cafe  of  Eleanor  Noon,  of 
GtEHAN,  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  aged  2 1,  who 
>’ter  being  married  fifteen  months,  had  the 
dual  figns  of  pregnancy;  at  the  expiration  oi 

cr  reckoning  (lie  was  feized  with  labour  pains, 

> 

hich,  by  her  own  account,  were  very  violent 
>r  fome  days,  and  continued  near  three  weeks, 
::adually  becoming  more  languid,  until  they  en- 
rely  ceafed : after  this,  fhe  perceived  no  rao- 
lon  in  the  abdomen ; but  as  her  pains  abated,  her 
el ly  increafed  in  bulk,  and  continued  to  do  fo 
11  he  faw  her,  which  was  in  January,  i 7 5 7 r 
i bout  five  months  after  Die  was  feized  with  the 
nbour  pains;  at  this  time,  the  whole  abdomen 
>as  fo  much  diffended,  that  the  Doctor  ima- 
lincd  that  Die  and  her  friends  had  miflakcn  the 
afe,  and  that  it  had  been  an  ajcites  from  the  be- 
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ginning;  but  upon  minute  enquiiy,  he  had  tcJ 
much  reafon  to  fufpe£l  what  afterwards  appeard 
to  be  well  founded : fhe  was  emaciated  to  tl 
greatcfl  degree,  and  fo  weak,  as  not  to  be  able 
Hand,  or  even  to  bear  being  raifed,  without  di 
trefs ; fo,  that  from  every  circumflance,  1 
judged  it  impoffible  that  fhe  cou!d  outlive  a fc: 
weeks,  or  that  any  thing  could  be  done  to  fen 
her ; but  upon  going  to  the  fame  part  of  tl 
country,  about  four  months  after,  he  found  he 
hill  living;  he  was  then  informed,  that  about 
month  after  he  had  lafl  feen  her,  all  the  water 
had  been  evacuated  from  a fmall  rent  at  the  na 
vel,  and  had  come  away  in  fuch  quantities,  an 
with  fuch  violence,  that  near  four  gallons  wer 
received  in  a very  fhort  time  ; mixed  with  thi 
water  there  were  fome  flefhv  firings;  and,  as  th 
oozing  continued  fome  fmall  bones  came  away 
this  made  the  cafe  evident  beyond  difpute  ; and  ; 
fituation  more  diflrcfsful,  continues  he,  coulc 
not  be  conceived,  particularly,  as  the  poor  wo 
man  was  peife£lly  fenfible  of  it,  with  all  its  hor 
rors,  her  underflanding  not  being  in  the  leaf 


\ 
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paired;  (lie  was,  if  poflible,  more  emaciated 
,aa  formerly;  fhe  had  a conflant  hefiic  fever, 
,ld  was  fo  weak  as  fcarcely  to  have  power  to 
' eak  diftinftly : notwithflanding  this,  file  was 
ry  delirous  to  live;  and,  What  was  extraordi- 
■ try,  fays  the  Dodor,  fhe  did  not  totally  de- 
|'air  of  it ; a circumflance,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
Lritributed  not  a little  to  favc  her  life;  heconfi- 
•,:red  that  nature  had  been  fometimes  remark- 
jjly  favourable  in  cafes  nearly  fimilar  to  this,  and 
.erefore  refolvcd  to  aflift  its  efforts  by  the  appli- 
.tion  of  proper  cataplafms,  in  order  to  promote 
ppuration,  as  the  integuments  round  the  aper- 
t;re  were  red,  and  Tore  to  the  touch;  but  he  was 
(appointed  in  his  expectations,  foi,  in  about 
ven  weeks  after,  (he  w7as  rather  flronger,  the 
larity  of  her  neighbours  having  enabled  her  to 
rocure  proper  diet ; befides  this,  the  opening 
;as  fo  ciofed,  that  with  difficulty  it  admitted  a 
mail  probe;  and  the  rednefs  and  forenefs  wete 
lone:  from  this  time,  he  tells  us,  he  determined 
’n  the  extra£lion  of  the  extraneous  bodies  by  bi- 
llion, as  the  only  means  lclc  foi  ielieving  net  , 


on 
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on  mentioning  it  to  her,  (he  eagerly  dclired  t 

it  fliould  be  done,  from  a convi&ion  of  th 

being  no  other  chance  left  of  faving  her  li 

however,  as  her  fituation  was  fo  unpromifii 

as  to  give  little  hopes  of  fuccefs,  he  refolvcd 

have  the  concurrence  of  more  of  the  profelhc 

and  had  her  accordingly  carried  to  Gaiw.i 

which  was  about  twenty  miles  from  the  place 

her  refidence,  by  two  men  in  a covered  litte 

which  journey  Ihe  bore  much  better  the 

could  have  been  expe&ed.  On  his  confultir 

with  Doaors  Joyce,  Ryan,  and  Brown,  Plr 

ficians,  refiding  in  Galway,  the  neceffity  of  tl 

operation  was  agreed  upon;  but  from  many  di! 

ccuraging  circumflances,  but  little  hopes  of  fu< 

cefs  were  entertained : however,  as  the  poor  wc 

man  was  hill  defirous  of  having  it  done,  he  pei 

formed  it  in  the  prefence  of  the  above  phyfit 

cians,  and  of  Dr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Hopkins 

\ 1 
two  Army  Surgeons,  the  latter  of  whom  affift 

ed  him:  he  made  an  incifion  in  the  raoft  promi 

nent  part  of  the  abdomen,  extending  about  twe 

inches  above,  and  as  far  below  the  navel ; at 

this 
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this  incifion  he  extra&ed  the  bones  of  two  full- 
grown  fcclus  s,  for  little  befides  the  bones  now 
remained;  the  patient  bore  the  operation  better 
, than  could  have  been  expefted ; no  haemorrhage 
, enfued,  and  (he  recovered  her  health  fo  very 
fpeedily,  as  to  be  able  to  menflruate  in  little 
t more  than  three  months.  In  about  three  months 

i 

i more  floe  was  prevailed  on  to  cohabit  with  her 
„ hufband  ; (lie  became  pregnant  in  two  months 
after,  went  to  her  lull  time,  and  had  an  eafy 
and  natural  labour,  and  healthful  child : linccthat 
Hie  has  had  fix  more,  and  enjoys  as  great  a fhare 
of  health  and  flrength  of  conflitution,  as  moft 
people.  During  the  operation,  the  Do£lor  informs 
: Us,  that  he  introduced  his  hand  feveral  times  into 
the  abdomen , both  that  he  might  extra#  all  the 
bones  and  other  extraneous  matters ; and,  that 
he  might  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  foetus  % 
were  in  the  uterus , or  in  any  cjfl  formed  for  them  i 
fome  of  the  other  gentlemen  prefent  alfo  did  the 
fame;  but  the  weaknefs  of  the  woman  prevented 

them  from  making  fuch  an  examination,  as 

. 

would  have  been  fufficient  for  determining:  this 

O 
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point  with  dertainty.  Mod  of  the  gentlemcr 
prefent  imagined  the  former  to  have  been  tlx 
cafe:  and,  indeed,  the  thicknefs  and  firmnefs  o 
the  fnbftance,  in  which  the  foetus's  were  con 
tained,  feemed  to  corroborate  that  opinion;  bu. 
belides  this,  the  woman  flill  perfiRs,  in  afferting: 
that  the  waters  came  away  from  her  in  that  la- 
bour in  the  natural  way,  and  in  the  fame  man 
ner  that  they  have  done  in  feveral  other  labour 
hnce;  which  afiertion,  if  true,  would  put  it  be 
yond  all  doubt,  that  the  foetus  s were  lodged  it 
the  uieruSy  and  not  in  any  particular  cyjtt 
— The  other  cafe  is  that  of  an  extra-utt 
rine  foetus,  voided  by  ftool,  twenty-two  year: 
after  pregnancy,  by  Dr.  Percival,  f,  r.  55 
ct  s.  a.  and  is  as  follows: — July,  1751,  Mrs 
T.  of  R — — , nearMoTTRAM,  aged  twenty-four j 

4 * '*  1 

years,  received  a fudden  fright  in  the  fixth  mond  | 
of  her  pregnancy,  which  occafioned  a fevere  pair  j 
in  her  loins,  and  was  foon  fucceeded  by  a flood- ; 
ing,  but  without  a mifearriage  ; thefe  fymptomi , 
were  relieved  by  medicines,  then  dire£led  for  her,  ^ 
by  an  experienced  and  judicious  furgeon ; but  ( 

her 
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her  abdomen  afterwards  became  much  didended, 
.i.'d  continued  fo  tor  about  half  a year;  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  it  fubfided  all  at  once,  while 
he  lay  in  a recumbent  poflure:  foon  after  her 
aenfes  appeared  again,  and  returned  at  the  ftated 
ieriods  in  fufficient  quantity;  but  they  were  al- 
ways attended  with  violent  pain : milk  alfo  flow- 
d from  her  breads  during  feveral  years.  In 
'7,57  Hie  was  affli&ed  with  great  flatulence,  and 
ften  with  hyflerical  fits;  her  uterine  difeharges 
ere  become  very  putrid,  and  her  health  and 
rength  feemed  to  be  gradually  impairing  ; Ihe 
mfulted  our  author  in  May,  1772,  and  re- 
vived great  benefit  from  an  emetic,  an  infufion 
i Peruvian  bark,  and  frequent  dofes  of  the  acid 
xir  of  vitriol:  at  this  time  file  laboured  under 


e hamorrhoids ; complained  of  great  pain  in 
r loins,  and  about  the  os  facrum ; had  frequent 
1 filings  in  her  face,  and  was  much  troubled  with 
knefs  and  third.  The  apothecary  had  taken 
’1U  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and  had 
pen  her  fome  aperient  medicines;  he  direfled 


ches  to  the  hcemorrhoidal 
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veins,  an  eleftuary 


o 


com- 
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Compofed  of  the  lenitive  electuary  flower  of  fuU 
phur , an  infufion  of  columbo  root,  and  the  fol- 
lowing clyfters,  to  be  inje&ed  every  night  at 
bed-time.  Rcc.  OL  e pedib . Bor . iv  oz . Tin  cl . 
Theb.  V.  0.  Juba  cl.  j dr . /. 

May  12,  file  began  this  courle  of  medicine*, 

13,  (lie  difeharged  by  the  anus  twe 
bones  of  a child’s  head. 

/ 1 I 
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14,  file  voided  in  the  fame  way  an- 
other bone  of  the  head. 

17,  flie  difeharged  the  trunk  of  the 
body,  wanting  fome  of  the  vifeera  of  a female 
foetus . 

I g,  file  parted  with  a thigh  bone 
and  afterwards  was  not  fenfible  of  any  dif 
charge  of  this  nature. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  when  the  Do&or  fa\ 
her  again,  her  pains  were  abated,  her  appetit 
was  improved,  and  her  firength  feemed  to  b 
daily  increafing:  in  which  fiate  of  convalefcenc  ! 
file  continued  two  months ; and  then,  froi 

fom 
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foine  caufe,  which  the  diflance  of  her  place  of 
abode,  prevented  him  from  learning,  (lie  fud- 
denly  relapfed,  and  died  in  a few  days.  — In 
vol.  5,  of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  Mr.  John 
Smith,  Surgeon,  in  Uppingham,  has  commu- 
nicated a very  lingular  cafe  to  Dr.  Duncan  ; in 
which  the  bones  of  the  feetus  were  difeharged  by 
flool ; and  from  which  the  patient  afterwards  re- 
covered.— In  the  Second  Volume  of  Medical  Ob- 
fervations  and  Enquiries,  we  find  a cafe  of  ari 
extra-uterine,  jeetus , deferibed  by  Mr.  John  Bard, 
Surgeon,  at  New  York,  in  a Letter  to  the  late  Dr, 
John  Fothergill;  the  hiflory  of  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: Mrs.  Stagg,  the  wife  of  a mafon,  about 
flS  years  of  age,  having  had  one  child,  with- 
out any  uncommon  fymptom,  either  during  her 
pregnancy  or  labour,  became,  as  fhe  imagined, 


a fecond  time  pregnant;  (lie  was  more  dif- 
ordered  in  this  than  her  former  pregnancy ; 
frequently  feverifli ; the  fwelling  of  her  belly 
not  fo  equal ; nor  the  motion  of  the  child  fo 


flrong  and  lively:  at  the  end  of  nine  months, 
when  fhe  expe£ed  her  delivery,  fhe  had  fome 

O 2 name  . 


pains ; 
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pains ; but  without  a flow  of  waters,  or  any 

ji  ‘ > ' 

other  difcharge;  the  pains  foon  Went  off,  and 
the  fwelling  grew  gradually  lefs ; but  there  flili 
remained  a large  hard,  indolent,  moveable  lit - 
?nort  inclining  a little  to  the  right  fide ; (lie  had 
a return  of  her  menjes , continued  regular  five 
months,  conceived  again,  and  enjoyed  better 
health:  the  fwelling  of  her  belly  became  more 
equal  and  uniform ; and  at  the  end  of  nine 
months,  afier  a fliort  and  eafy  labour,  file  was 
delivered  of  a healthy  child : the  tumor  on  the 
light  fide  had  again  the  fame  appearance  as  be- 
fore her  lafl  pregnancy ; five  days  after  delivery, 
file  was  feized  with  a violent  fever,  a purging, 
fupprefiion  of  the  lochia,  pain  ifi  the  tumor , and 
profufe  fetid  fweats.  By  careful  treatment,  thefe 
threatning  fymptoms  were,  in  fome  meafure,  re- 
moved ; but  there  flili  remained  a lofs  of  appe- 
tite, flow  he£lic  fever,  night  fweats,  and  a diar- 
rhoea, To  the  tumor , which  continued  painful, 
and  gradually  increafed,  were  applied  fomenta- 
tions and  emollient  pultices ; and  at  the  end  of 
1 1 

nine  weeks,  Mr.  Bard  perceived  fo  evident  a 

flu£lua- 
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fluctuation  of  matter  in  it,  that  he  defined  Dr, 
liter.,  Phyfician  to  the  Army,  to  vifit  this  pa- 
tient with  him,  and  be  prefent  at  the  opening  of 
the  tumor,  concluding  from  the  hiftory  of  the 
cafe,  that  they  fliould  find  an  extra-uterine  fates  ; 

■ an  opening  was  made  in  the  moll  prominent  part 
of  the  tumor , about  the  middle  of  the  right  rtc- 
tus  mufcle,  beginning  as  high  as  the  navel,  and 
carrying  it  downwards;  there  iffued  a vaft  quan- 
tity of  extremely  fetid  matter,  together  with  the 
third  phalanx  of  a finger  of  a child  : introducing 
his  finger  into  the  abfefs,  he  found  an  opening 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  by  the  fide  of 
the  re  cl, a mufcle,  through  which  he  felt  the 
child's  elbow  : he  then  direfled  his  incifion  ob- 
liquely downwards  to  the  right  ilium,  and  ex- 
tratfed  a fetus  of  the  common  fizc,  at  the  ordi- 


nary time  of  delivery  ; the  frontal,  parietal,  and 
occipital  bones:  as  alfo,  the  third  phalanges  of 
the  fingers  of  one  hand,  feparated  by  putrefac- 
tion, remained  behind,  which  he  alfo  took  out: 
they  imagined  the  placenta  and  funis  umbilicaUs 
wc.re  di (halved  into  pus ; of  which  there  was  a 

O 2 
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great  quantity,  by  the  ufe  of  fomentations  and 
deterfive  injeftions,  while  the  difcharge  was 
copious,  fetid,  and  olfenfive  ; and  by  the  appli- 
cation of  proper  bandages,  and  drefTing  with  dry 
lint  only,  when  the  pus  became  laudable,  the  ca- 
vity contracted,  filled  up,  and  was  cicatrized  in 
ten  weeks*  The  fource  of  the  hectic  being  re- 
moved with  the  help  of  the  bark  and  elixir  of 
vitriol , and  a proper  diet,  fhe  quickly  recovered 
wood  health  ; her  milk,  which  had  left  her  from 
the  time  fhe  was  feized  with  the  fever,  returned 
in  great  plenty  after  the  abfcefs  was  healed ; and 
fhe  was  able  to  fuckle  a healthy  infant. 


Tor  the  following  very  remarkable  Cafe  of 
an  extra-uterine  foetus , we  are  obliged  to  Dr. 
Charles  Kelly  ; and  for  the  communication  of 
it  in  the  Third  Volume  of  Medical  Obfervations 
and  Enquiries,  to  the  late  Mr.  Macaulay. 

In  the  year  1756,  he  was  defired  by  Dr. 

Crawford,  to  go  with  him  to  fee  a patient  he 

had  been  called  to  three  days  before,  who  ap 

pcarfd 
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pcared  to  be  in  labour,  and  had  been  attended 
by  a midwife  three  or  four  days  before  he  was 
lent  for:  on  paOfjng  a finger  into  the  vagina,  the 
head  of  a child  was  plainly  felt,  and  1 o far  ad- 
vanced into  the  pelvis , that  it  feemed  to  require 
but  two  or  three  pains  to  bring  it  into  the  world; 
;*  but  on  a deliberate  examination,  the  following 
peculiarities  made  the  cafe  appear  quite  fingular. 
Firft,  although  the  head  was  fo  far  advanced  into 
the  pelvis , as  to  be  but  the  length  of  a finger 
joiut  from  the  fourchette;  yet  the  os  tincce  was 
fituated  clofe  to  the  jympkifis  of  the  pubes,  and  fo 
high  up,  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  reach  it ; 
and,  fo  far  as  this  difficult  accefs  would  permit  a 
judgment  to  be  formed  of  the  fiate  of  this  part, 
it  feemed  to  be  not  at  all  dilated;  and  its  labia, 
were  more  hard,  as  well  as  more  prominent,  than 
could  be  expecled,  as  the  woman  thought  herfclf 
arrived  at  the  full  time  of  pregnancy.  Secondly, 
if  the  fore  finger  of  one  hand  was  pafled  per  va - 
• gin  am , and  that  ol  the  other  per  anum ; the 
child’s  head  was  plainly  felt,  and  even  the  futures 
diflinguifhed  between  them  both ; but,  per  vagi- 
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gwam  only;  no  more  than  one  fide  of  the  head 
could  be  felt,  which  was  that  fide  which  pointed 
towards  the  pubes.  Thirdly,  on  feeling  the  ab~ 
a 1 \ , the  upper  limits  of  its  tume- 
fa&ion  were  not  fo  regularly  circumfcribed,  as  is 
ufual  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy : thefe 
circumftances  maturely  conhdercd,  gave  room  to 
fufpe&,  that  the  child  was  not  in  the  cavity  of 
the  womb  ; for,  although  it  often  happens,  that 
the  head  defcends  very  low  into  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis ; while  the  os  uteri  not  only  remains  undi- 
lated, but  likewife  is  fituated  fo  high  up,  that 
we  reach  it  with  difficulty ; yet,  in  thefe  cafes, 
the  os  uteri  generally,  if  not  always,  points  to- 
wards the  Jacrum:  whereas,  in  the  cafe  under 
confideration,  it  was  fo  clofe  to  the  pubes , that 
the  finger  was  pretty  much  preffed  between  that 
and  the  tumor  made  by  the  blood,  before  it  could 
be  reached  ; by  the  fecond  peculiarity,  the  head 
did  very  clearly  appear  to  be  got  down  between 
the  pofterior,part  of  the  vaginay  and  the  interior 
part  of  the  rectum ; for  chough  there  is  no  natu- 
ral cavity  there  to  receive  it,  yet,  it  is  well  known,  : 

that  | 


[ 201  ] 

that  thefe  two  membranous  parts,  which  make 
the  partition  between  one  paffage  and  the  other, 
aie  connected  together  by  a cellular  membrane ; 
which  may  very  eafily  give  way  to  the  preffure  of 
any  folid  part  protruding  againft  it,  with  that 
degree  of  force,  which  the  head  of  the  child  in 
this  cafe,  did  ; efpecially,  as  it  was  continued 
for  fo  long  a time  as  eight  days:  during  which, 

' the  pains  were  ftrong  and  frequent.  There  is 
naturally  a deep  fort  of  cavity  between  the  ree- 
turn  and  the  back  part  of  the  uterus,  made  bv  the 
peritoneum,  defending  pretty  iow,  and  forming 
a kind  of  pouch,  in  which  a portion  of  the  ftnall 
iiHeflines,  when  the  uterus  is  not  pregnant  is 
commonly  lodged ; and  fometimes,  the  intef- 
tines  themfelves,  by  prefling  hard  againft  the  pe- 
ritoneum at  this  mod  depending  part  of  the  ab- 
domen, gradually  ftretch  this  membrane,  fo  as  to 
deepen  this  cavity  much,  and  thereby  diffc-fi  as 

“ were  the  back  Part  of  the  vagina  from  the  fore- 
part of  the  reclum  ■ and  by  thefe  means,  form 
that  tumor  in  the  vagina,  which  is  called  a her- 
nia vaginalis:  in  this  cafe,  the  head  of  the  child 

feemed 
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fcemcd  to  have  produced  die  fame  effecl.  No 
circumftance  fo  flrongly  indicated  the  head  be- 
ing in  this  fituation,  as  that  of  not  being  able  to 
pafs  a finger  between  the  tumor  made  by  the 
head  and  the  back  part  of  the  vagina)  for,  in 
cverv  natural  cafe,  where  the  head  is  fo  far  ad- 
vanccd  into  the  pelvis , «ts  it  was  in  the  prefent ; 
even  though  the  os  uteri  be  not  dilated,  there  is 
always  a vacant  fpace  between  the  tumor  made  ■ 
' bv  the  head  and  the  back  part  of  the  vagina : 
but  here  there  was  none,  dhe  third  Peculia-* 
rity  above-mentioned,  ferved  to  corroborate  that, 
opinion  of  the  cafe,  which  the  firft  and  fecond 
gave  rife  to  ; for,  as  the  patient  was  a very  thin 
woman,  had  the  uterus  been  diftended  in  the 
ufual  manner,  the  circumfcribed  border  of  its. 
fundus  might  have  been  diftinftly  felt  through, 
the  parieles  of  the  abdomen.  The  friends  of  the 
poor  woman,  who  were  prefiing  to  know  w hy 
fire  was  not  delivered,  wrere  given  to  underhand, 
that  it  was  greatly  apprehended  (lie  could  not  be- 
delivered  at  all;  as  the  child,  inflead  of  being 
in  the  womb,  appeared  to  be  in  that  part  of  hei 

belljt 
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belly,  from  whence  Nature  had  provided  no  paf- 
fa<re:  however,  the  cafe  was  promifed  to  be  con- 
fide  red  of,  and  if  it  appeared  practicable,  to  re- 
lieve her  by  any  method  that  might  occur  to  the 
Gentlemen  concerned  in  the  cafe,  they  would  do 
‘fo;  but,  for  the  prefent,  they  could  do  nothing 
more  than  order  fomething  to  raife  her  fpirits, 
and  abate  the  feverity  of  her  pain.  As  people 

are  feldom  unanimous  in  their  opinions,  when 

% 

cafes  of  fo  uncommon  a nature  occur,  no  me- 
thod, that  was  likely  to  fucceed,  was  determined 
upon  till  it  was  too  late  to  be  put  in  pra&ice  : 
for  the  patient  expired  in  the  night  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day.  Our  author  adds,  that  the  night 
after  this  difeouraging  account  of  her  cafe,  had 
:bcen  given  to  the  people  about  her;  who,  he 
fays,  little  underflood,  and  lefs  believed,  what 
was  told  them  ; as  the  pains  continued  flrong, 
another  midwife  was  called  to  her;  who,  upon 
examining,  allured  the  patient,  and  all  prefent,, 
that  fhe  would  be  delivered  very  fpeediiy;  and 
(he  hoped  likewife,  with  all  defireabie  fafety : 
and  accordingly  ordered  what  was  neceffary  for 

the 
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the  reception  or  the  child  to  be  got  ready  im 
mediately  : what  ferved  to  confirm  thefe  hopes 
we  ate  told,  wras  a fmall  red  difcharge,  whicl 
loon  after  came  on,  and  was  regarded  as  a pro 
mifing  appearance;  but  this  was  produced  by 
the  midwife’s  having  miflaken  the  pofterior  par 
of  the  vagina , againft  which  the  head  flrongly. 
preffed,  for  the  membranes;  which  thefe  mif- 
takes,  our  author  allows  were  both  natural,  anc: 
perhaps  excufable:  and  fays,  that  his  foie  reafonn 
fui  mentioning  them,  \vTas  to  point  out  how  neat 
the  birth  the  child's  head  feemed  to  be:  he  then 
proceeds,  and  fays — being  informed  of  the  fatalil 
conclufion,  we  were  folicitous  to  know,  if  out 
opinion  ot  the  cale  had  been  juflly  formed,  and 
went  to  afk  the  hufband’s  permiffion  to  make  the 
neceffaiy  enquiry  for  that  purpofe;  he  was  gone 
out,  and  had  left  pofitive  orders  that  fhe  fhould 
not  be  opened.  After  waiting  a confiderable 
time,  expecting  his  return,  and  hoping  to.  pre- 
vail over  his  prejudice  by  the  reafonable  argu- 
ments  made  ufe  of  on  fuch  occafions,  we  at  lafl  1 
perfuaded  the  women  who  were  left  in  charge  c-f  ' 

o 

the 


the  body,  to  permit  us  only  to  fhew  them,  that 
the  child  was  not  in  the  womb;  whereby  both 
they  and  the  hufband  would  have  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  knowing  that  his  lofs  had  not  been  owing  ei- 
ther to  negligence  or  ignorance.  As  this  con- 
sent was  but  faintly,  and  with  great  relu&ance 
jiven,  and  as  we  cxpe&ed  every  moment  the 
lufhand  s return,  who  might  treat  us  very 
•oughly,  for  afiing  counter  to  the  orders  he  had 

eft,  we  did  not  make  the  examination  with  thafc 

% 

deliberation  and  accuracy  wc  could  have  wifh- 
d;  however,  we  gained  great  fatisfaclion  in  re- 


;ard  to  the  principal  obje&s  of  our  enquiry. 
The  dilcoveries  made  on  opening  the  abdomen , I 


:iall  relate  in  as  concile  a manner  as  their  nature 
dll  permit.  The  uterus , inftead  of  being  the 
rfl  and  largefl  part  in  view,  was  but  juft  railed 
bove  the  os  pubis , and  had  the  ufuai  appearance 
f a womb  in  the  unimpregnated  flatc.  The 
rufe  of  this  fituation  was  very  apparent,  as  we 
»und  the  head  of  the  child  fettled  quite  low 
jwn  in  the  pelvis , between  the  vagina  and  rec - 
.7?,  juft  as  we  expected ; the  head,  in  defeending, 
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had  obliged  the  uterus  to  rife  above  the  pubes 
the  feet  of  the  child  reached  very  near  the  fcrc 
biculus  cordis , bat  were  not  vifible  till  the  omcr 
turn  and  a large  portion  of  the  fmall  inteftini 

were  turned  afide ; the  child  was  not  large,  ne; 

# 

ther  was  it  fo  fmall  as  fome  children  at  the  fir 
time;  the  cuticle  was  entire,  and  there  were  no 
either  in  colour,  fmell,  or  any  other  refpefl,  th 
leaf!  figns  of  putrefa&ion  ; by  which  we  judge 
it  had  died  much  about  the  fame  time  with  it 
mother ; the  placenta  adhered  moftly  to  the  pen 
tonaum ; on  the  right  fide  of  the  abdomen , ex 
tending  from  the  umbilicus  to  the  ilium ; and  it 
poflerior  edge  adhered  to  a part  of  the  mejentery 
its  inferior  part  was  attached  to  the  right  liga- 
ment um  latum  uteri ; from  whence  it  extended  up 
wards  towards  the  ribs:  it  was  attached  mor 
firmly  to  thefe  parts,  than  the  placenta  in  genera 
is  to  the  uterus:  and,  in  proportion  to  the  fize  o 
the  child,  was  twice  as  large  in  its  furfac 
as  might  have  been  expelled.  They  woult 
have  been  extremely  glad,  he  fays,  to  hav 
examined  the  appendages  of  the  uterus , elpe 

cialf 
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dally  the  fallopian  tabes]  but  their  harry  and 
confufion,  from  their  being  fo  difagreeably  cir- 
cuindanced,  prevented  them ; and  they  were 
too  clofely  watched  to  take  any  thing  away  ; 
therefore  they  were  not  able  to  difeover,  whe- 

L ther  or  not  the  child  had  burft  one  of  the  fallo- 
pian tubes , after  being  fometime  contained  and 
no uri filed  therein,  as  moft  commonly  happens 
with  extra-uterine  foetus  s;  but,  from  circumftan- 
ces,  it  feems  mod  probable,  that  the  ovum , when 

firft  difengaged  from  the  ovarium  had  fallen  to 
I \ \ 

the  depending  part  of  the  abdomen , without  be- 

ing  received  into  the  tube.  The  circumdanccs 
# 

\ tv  Inch  countenance  this  opinion,  are  principally 
thefe : in  the  fird  place,,  the  woman  had  never 
been  adeded  in  that  manner  which  women  are> 
when  one  of  the  fallopian  tubes  is  ruptured  by  the 
growth  of  an  ovum , detained  in  its  canal ; fuch  as 
being  fuddenly  furprized  with  a fenfe  of  feme- 
thing  burding  within  them,  attended  with  violent 
pain,  and  a difeharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus : 
flie  had,  indeed,  her  mendruai  difeharge,  but 
this  was  regular  in  point  of  time,  though  defi- 


cient 


cicnt  in  quality,  efpecially  in  the  latter  months ; 
fhe  had  not  been  aflli<5led  with  any  particular 
pains,  till  {he  thought  herfelf  in  labour:  her 
principal  complaints  belore  that,  were  a great 
bearing  down  backwards,  as  fhe  expreffed  it,  and 
a difficulty  in  going  to  flool.  In  the  next  place 
the  child  wfas  alive,  and  plainly  felt  to  move, 
during  the  time  fhe  feemed  in  labour ; whereas, 
in  a cafe  where  the  tube  is  burft,  our  author  be- 
lieves it  commonly  happens,  that  the  child  dies 
foon  afterwards,  and  long  before  it  has  acquired 
its  full  growth:  and  in  the  lafl  place,  the  attach- 
ment of  the  placenta  to  the  peritonaeum,  affords  a 
fhong  prefumption  for  entertaining  the  opinion 
above-mentioned ; for,  had  the  ovum  remained 

any  confidcrable  time  in  one  of  the  tubes,  its 

% 

vafcular  part  or  placenta  would  have  adhered  to 
the  internal  furface  of  the  tube:  and,  although 
upon  the  tubes  burfling,  the  foetus  might  have 
been  difengaged  from  it,  yet  the  placenta  would 
either  have  remained  adhering  to  the  tube,  or 
would  not  have  been  attached  at  all  to  any  part; 
but  the  adhefion  (as  has  been  already  obfervedj 
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was  uncommonly  firm  ; that  the  peritoneum  was 
the  part  to  which  it  did  adhere,  is  a fad  we 
fhould  not  be  deceived  in,  for  being  an  unex- 
pected circumfiance,  it  engaged  our  particular 
notice.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that 
• this  fituation  of  the  placenta  feems  to  corroborate 
the  prefent  prevailing  opinion,  that  a fetus  in 
the  womb  is  not  nourifhed  by  a tranfmifiion  of 
red  blood  from  the  mother  to  the  child,  but  by 
nutritious  juices  abforhed  from  the  maternal 
blood  by  the  placenta . I cannot,  fays  this  Wri- 

V 

ter,  help  pointing  out  another  particular  rela- 
ting to  the  placenta  in  this  extraordinary  cafe  ; I 
mean  its  being  fo  very  large  in  proportion  to  the 
bulk  of  the  child:  Nature  here  furnifhed  an  in- 
fiance  of  her  care  and  attention ; for,  as  the 
peritoneum , deflitute  of  large  blood  vefiels,  can- 
not be  fo  well  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of  trans- 
mitting nourifhment  to  a child,  as  the  internal 
furface  of  the  uterust  Nature,  in  order  to  corn- 
penfate  that  difadvantage,  gave  the  placenta  a 
much  greater  extent  of  furface  than  common, 
md  thereby  a large  fcope  for  performing  its  of- 
\ ol.  II.  ' P fice. 
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fice.  The  only  method  that  gave  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  above  cafe,  was  the  making  an  inci- 
fion  through  the  podcrior  part  of  the  vagina , 
againd  which  the  head  fo  flrongly  preffed ; and 
which,  in  confequence  of  that  preffure,  was  be- 
come extremely  thin,  the  child  might,  by  fuch 
means,  have  been  eafily  extracted;  and  it  is 
likewife  very  probable,  that  the  placenta  would 
in  time  have  difengaged  itfelf,  and  procured  an 
exit  through  the  fame  opening;  but  how  foon, 
or  how  well,  this  aperture  might  have  clofed, 
and  prevented  a dangerous  defeent  of  the  intef- 
tines,  mere  conjeclure  cannot  determine.  This 
woman,  we  are  farther  informed,  had  mifearried 
two  or  three  times  $ but  never  went  her  full 
time  before. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  only  method  by 
which  it  is  allowed,  there  was  a probability  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  above  mentioned  mod  extraordinary 
cafe,  we  find  to  exa&ly  correfpond  with  the  idea 
entertained  by  Dr.  Colin  Mackenzie,  in  a 
fimilar  indance,  in  his  Reply  to  my  lad  Letter. 
h , ~ In 
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In  the  fame  Volume  of  Medical  Obfervations 
and  Inquiries,  we  are  favoured  with  the  Extra# 
of  a Letter  from  Mr.  William  Hay,  Surgeon, 
at  Leeds,  to  Dr.  William  Hunter,  with  an 
account  of  an  extra-uterine  foetus , dated  Leeds, 
ApRiL  g,  1766.  The  fingular  circumflances 
attending  this  uncommon  cafe  will,  I prefume, 
lufficiently  apologize  for  the  Whole  of  its  infer- 
tion  here;  the  following,  is  therefore  a literal 
tranfeript  of  Mr.  Hay’s  Letter  to  the  Do#or. 

“ I have  taken  the  liberty  to  fend  you  an  ac- 
“ count  of  an  extra-uterine  foetus , which  lately 
“ came  under  my  infpeftion;  together,  with  the 
fymptoms  preceding  the  death  of  the  patient, 
noted  down  as  they  occurred  (except  a little  in 
4<  ^le  beginning)  during  my  attendance  upon  her. 

I do  not  remember  to  have  read  one  cafe  amon^T 

o * 

“ t!ie  great  number  which  are  publiflied,  of  this 
“ kind,  where  the  placenta  remained  in  the  uttrui, 

“ vvliile  the  fatui  was  wholly  out  of  it.  What 
“ happens  in  hidden  lacerations  is  not  now  taken 
“ ,IUo  confideration  ; it  was  this  circumftance  that 
1 P 2 
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44  rendered  the  aiagnofis  fo  obfeure  in  my  patient. 
“ I was  inclined  to  believe  there  was  fomething  in 
“ the  uterus  by  the  fhortening  of  the  os  tincce , and 
44  preffure  of  the  collum  uteri  upon  the  vagina  ; 
44  while  the  want  of  that  didind  didenfion  of  the 
“ uterus , which  one  feels  through  the  abdominal 
“ parities,  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy  ; to* 
*(  gether  with  the  hardnefs  and  length  of  the  os 
44  tincce , atthe  end  of  the  ordinary  term  of  preg- 
44  nancy,  afforded  great  reafon  to  doubt  of  the 
41  uterus  containing  a full  grown  foetus ; yet  the 
44  peculiar  fenfation  in  the  abdomen,  complained  of 
“ by  the  patient;  the  flow  of  milk  from  the  breads, 
«*  under  the  circumdances  mentioned  in  the  cafe, 
•*  urged  me  drongly  to  fuppofe  there  mud  be  a 
44 foetus  fomewhere;  the  diffe&ion  reconciled  thefe 
44  apparent  contradi<dions.  In  the  cafe  fent  you, 
44  I have  endeavoured  to  deferibe  the  fymptoms, 
44  See.  as  clearly  as  I could;  and,  I hope,  I have 
44  neither  omitted  any  very  material  circumdances, 
44  nor  difguifed  the  truth.  I cannot  atted  the  or- 
der  of  thefe  fads,  by  the  concurrent  evidence 
44  of  any  Gentleman  of  the  Faculty;  for  no  one 
iC  vifitefl  the  patient  condantly  but  myfelf : d:c  was 

44  feen 
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M feen  however,  at  different  times,  by  Dr.  Hird, 
“ Dr.  Crowther,  and  Mr.  Dawson  ; to  whom, 
**  (as  well  as  to  Mr.  Lucas)  I mentioned  my  fuf- 
*'  picion  of  an  extra-uterine  foetus , though  with 
“ great  diffidence,  from  the  obfeurity  of  the  cafe.” 

* 

The  HISTORY  OF  THE  DISEASE. 

\ 

1 N the  latter  end  of  August,  1765.  1 vifited 
the  wife  of  A.  B.  aged  35  ; of  a good  habit  of 
body,  who  was  advanced  two  months  in  her 
fecond  pregnancy,  and  complained  of  a violent 
pain  in  the  abdomen : this  complaint  not  imme- 
diately yielding  to  opiates , eight  ounces  of  blood 
'were  drawn  from  the  arm,  gentle  laxatives  ad- 
miniflered,  and  emollient  clyfters  inje&ed;  by 
thefe  means  the  pains  abated,  and  fhe  continued 
free  from  this  complaint  till  the  fixth  month  of 
her  pregnancy ; at  lead,  the  degree  of  it  was  fo 
fmail,  that  file  made  no  application  for  medical 
affiflance : it  was  felt  chiefly  in  the  umbilical  re- 
gion,  but  fometimes  darted  to  the  ilia , efpecially 
the  left;  and  fometimes,  though  lefs  fre- 
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quently,  to  the  pudendum,  anus,  and  thighs:  this 
pain  very  feldom  left  her  entirely,  yet  had  fre- 
quent remiffions ; thefe  continued  rarely  above 

* 

an  hour  or  two  at  a time,  and  were  generally 
interrupted  by  the  motions  of  the  foetus,  which 
always  brought  on  a fevere  paroxyfm ; her  pulfc 
being  moderately  full,  though  not  very  tenfe,, 
fix  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  awray  at  the  be--| 
ginning  of  this  fecond  attack,  which  procured 
fome  fhort  relief.  After  a few  weeks  the  pulfe: 
began  to  fink,  and  became  more  contra&ed:: 
however,  as  the  violence  of  the  pain  did  not 
abate,  the  fame  quantity  of  blood  was  again 
drawn,  but  with  lefs  effeft.  Thro’  the  whole: 
courfe  of  this  diforder,  her  body  was  kept  open, 
by  lenient  purgatives  of  various  kinds,  as  (he: 
was  generally  inclined  to  be  coftive:  and  opi-> 
aks,  in  different  forms,  were  frequently  admi- 
niflered,  as  the  violence  of  the  pain  required : 
once  or  twice  fhe  was  relieved  by  fomenting  the 
abdomen,  with  flannels  dipped  in  warm  water, 
mixed  with  one  fixth  of  vinegar  ; but  tne  fo- 
mentation foon  loft  its  good  effect ; flic  leaned  i 
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to  obtain  the  greated  relief  from  the  application 
of  a large  plaifter  to  the  abdomen , compofed  of 
an  ounce  of  firained  galbanum  and  a drachm  of 
opium.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  term  of 
pregnancy,  die  was  fometimes  feized  with  pains, 
fo  much  refembling  thofe  of  labour,  that  fhe 
fent  for  me  twice,  expelling  to  be  delivered: 
once  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  month,  and  again 
near  the  middle  of  the  ninth.  I had  then  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  ftate  of  the  os 
tinea  and  abdomen  ; the  os  tinea  was  much  harder 
and  longer  than  it  ufually-  is  in  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy ; and  there  was  a greater  and 
more  extended  preflure  of  the  collum  uteri  upon 
the  vagina , than  is  felt  before  impregnation ; 
the  abdomen  was  hard  and  diflended  as  high  as 
the  mean  diitance  between  the  navel  and  ferobi- 
cuius  cordis ; yet  I could  not  feel  any  diflin& 
fwelling  of  the  uterus  through  the  abdominal 
parietes . Near  the  end  of  the  ninth  month  (lie 
was  attacked  with  a vomiting,  which  continued 
violent  for  two  days ; the  matter  thrown  up  had 
a porraceous  appearance*  After  taking  the  fa- 
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line  draughts,  and  other  anti-emetics  joined 
with  the  lintf.  tkcbaica , without  benefit,  the  vo- 
miting was  flayed  by  the  folid  opium , a grain  of 
which  was  given  every  hour  for  five  hours  fuc- 
ceffively;  a flight  uterine  haemorrhage  fucceeded 
the  vomiting : this  difeharge  became  ferous  the 
day  after  its  appearance,  and  continued  fo  about 
a month,  except  a few  days,  in  which  the  hce - 
morrhage  returned:  fhe  had  likewife,  after  the 
vomiting,  a prolapjus  of  the  anterior  part  of  the 
vagina,  which  defeended  without  the  labia,  in 
form  of  a gut.  About  the  end  of  the  ninth 
month,  the  motion  of  the  foetus  ceafed,  and  with 
it  that  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen , which  had 
afflided  her  near  four  months : the  breafls  foon 
afterwards  began  to  fwell,  and  in  a week’s  time 
the  milk  flowed  from  the  nipples ; the  breafls 
fhoitly  became  again  flaccid,  but  a fmall  quan- 
tity of  milk  continued  to  flow,  upon  preffure,  for 
* month:  fhe  now  complained  of  forenefs  and 
uncommon  coldnefs  in  the  abdomen ; her  burthen 
felt  heavier,  and  feemed  to  her  to  fall  with  a 
greater  weight  than  ufual,  whenever  flic  turned 
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hcrfelf  in  bed ; fhe  therefore  laid  chiefly  upon 
her  fide,  as  the  bed  proved  a fupport  for  her 
body  in  that  poflure : although  the  pain  in  the 
umbilical  region  ccafed  with  the  motion  of  the 
fetus,  as  juft  mentioned  ; yet  (lie  had  for  a month 
•after  this  period,  frequent  returns  of  the  fame 
fpurious  labour  pains,  which  had  come  on  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  ufual  term  of  pregnancy. 
According  to  the  patient’s  account,  thefe  pains 
were  confiderably  different  from  each  other:  the 
former  fhe  compared  to  the  fudden  twiftings  of 
her  bowels  with  a cord;  the  latter  affeded 
principally  the  contents  of  the  pelvis,  and  were 
attended  with  a violent  thrujling  (to  ufe  her  own 
:xpreffion)  at  the  anus  and  pudendum:  the  laft 
ind  mofi  feverc  of  thefe  falfe  labour  pains  hap- 
pened a month  after  the  ceafing  of  the  child’s 
notion,  and  continued  fix  hours,  with  very 
hort  and  rare  intervals  of  eafe.  I was  with  her 
ibove  two  hours  of  this  time,  and  found  the  os 
\inca  not  at  all  affe&ed  with  the  pains:  it  was 
indeed  fhorter  and  lower  in  the  pelvis , th^tn  at 
lie  end  of  the  eighth  month;  but  I was  not  fen- 
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fiblc  of  any  change  in  its  hardnefs ; there  was  like- 
wife  a more  confiderable  prcflure  from  the  inferior 
part  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  ; that  portion  o 
the  vagina,  which  had  been  prolapfed,  was  now- 
i -.trailed,  fo  as  to  form  onlv  an  inconfiderablc 
prominence.  In  this  paroxyfm  fhe  got  fome  re- 
lief by  three  grains  of  opium,  given  in  as  many, 
hours;  although  a frequent  vomiting,  which 
attended  the  pain,  did  not  fuffer  them  to  flay 
long  upon  her  flomach:  the  pain,  however, 
ceafed  foon  after  inje&ing  a clyfler,  made  with 
four  ounces  of  broth,  and  fixty  drops  of  tinB, 
thebaica;  a confiderable  quantity  of  bloody 
rum  was  difeharged  next  day  by  the  vagina , and 
the  abdomen  remained  very  fore  for  feveral  days. 
The  patient  lived  two  months  after  this  fevere* 
attack,  and  was  fcldom  above  a day  or  two,  at 
once,  fiee  from,  vomiting  ] the  matter  thrown  up 
was,  once,  for  a few  days,  Jlercoraceous,  during: 
which  time  file  had  no  ffool ; but,  in  general, 
it  had  a porraceous  appearance,  and  her  ftools 
were  legular:  (lie  had  likewife  very  frequent,  and 
often  loud  borborygmi ; fhc  took  twenty  drops  of 
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tin 8.  thcbaica  every  night,  during  the  lad  month 
of  her  life,  which  generally  allayed  the  vomit- 
ing, and  fupprefled  the  borborygmi  for  fcven  or 
eight  hours;  there  was  a fenfible  fluctuation  in 
the  abdomen  a fortnight  before  her  death,  which 
did  not  happen  till  die  was  emaciated  to  the  laft 
degree ; notwithstanding  the  greatnefs  of  her 
fufferings,  file  was  feldom  confined  to  her  bed 
above  four  or  five  days  together,  and  could 
generally  w’alk  down  flairs,  by  the  afiiflance  of 
her  hufband,  till  within  three  weeks  of  her 
death.  The  lower  extremities,  efpecially  the 
left,  began  about  this  time  to  remain  cedematous, 
and  even  when  kept  in  an  horizontal  pofition, 
which  before  had  always  removed  the  flight  adc- 
ma  formed  in  the  day  time. 

The  DISSECTION  of  the  BODY. 

BEING  defirous  to  obtain  a more  certain 
knowledge  of  the  caufe  of  thefe  uncommon  fym- 
toms,  than  I was  able  to  acquire,  during  the 
life  of  the  patient,  I procured  leave  to  examine 

the 
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the  contents  of  the  abdomen , Sec.  after  death, 
which  was  done  in  the  piefcnce  of  Dr.  Growth ek, 
a phyfician  of  this  place  ; and  MefTrs.  Dawson,. 
Bil  lam,  and  Lucas,  Surgeons.  I made  a 
pun&ure  in  the  abdomen , in  order  to  let  out  the* 
contained  fluid,  which  was  in  quantity  about 
two  quarts,  and  refembled  chocolate  both  in  co- 
lour and  confidence:  we  obferved  forne  minute: 
lumps  of  a curdled  nature,  mixed  with  it,  toge- 
ther with  a fmall  quantity  of  a fluid  refembling 
pus. 

j 

• The  abdomen  being  laid  open  by  a tranfverfe 
inciflon,  we  perceived  the  omentum  much  exte- 
nuated, clofely  adhering  ancj,  covering  the  fur- 
face  of  a large  Jac,  which  nearly  filled  the  ca- 
vity of  the  abdomen , the  omentum  adhering  like- 
wife  to  the  peritoneum:  below  this  Jac  there  ap- 
peared in  the  hypogajlrium  another  of  a more 
globular  form,  flretching  upwards  about  half 
way  betwixt  the  ojfa  pubis  and  the  navel,  and  oc- 
cupying with  its  center  the  left  inguinal  region. 
The  inteftines,  at  firft  view,  did  not  appear; 

but* 
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but,  upon  removing  a little  the  large  fac  from  its 
natural  pofition,  we  found  the  tranfverfe  arch  of 
the  colon  contiguous  to  its  fuperior  part,  the 
grcateft  part  of  the  inteflines  thruft  up  into  the 
left  hypochondre,  and  the  reft  interpoled  between 
,the  great  foe  and  the  fpine:  wherever  the  intef- 
tines  lay  in  contact  with  the  foe,  they  had  formed 
thereto  fuch  ftrong  adhefions,  that  it  was  difft- 

UJgr 

cult  to  feparate  them  without  tearing  either  one 
or  the  other;  the  inteflines  in  general  were  in  a 
morbid  ftate,  and  had  a livid  gangrenous  ap- 
pearance ; they  adhered  in  many  places  to  each 
other,  as  well  as  to  the  foe:  upon  the  whole, 
therefore,  I may  fay,  that  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen was  obliterated  by  the  univeifal  adhefion 
of  the  parts  to  one  another;  and  the  fluid  which 
was  drawn  oft  by  a pun&ure  in  the  abdomen  be- 
fore the  body  was  opened,  that  it  might  not  be 
fpillcd,  and  which  I had  fuppofed  to  be  con- 
tained in  that  cavity,  was  aftually  contained  in 
the  great  foe;  the  external  furface  of  the  fac,  af- 
ter tearing  off  the  omentum  was  fmooth ; its 
thickneft  was  about  one  eightli  of  an  inch;  its 

internal 
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internal  furface  was  fpongy,  flocculent,  anc 
llightly  wrinkled,  fomewhat  refembling  that  o 
the  gravid  uterus,  after  the  membranes  are  fepa 
rated  from  it.  It  contained  befides  fome  remain, 
of  the  fluid  abovementioned,  a full-grown  fcctu. 
of  a moderate  fize,  lying  in  a curved  pofture 
the  head,  with  the  face  turned  forwards,  occu 
pied  together,  with  the  left  arm,  the  fpace  be* 
twixt  the  right  os  ilium  and  the  j 'pine ; the  back 
was  turned  upwards,  and  the  feet  to  the  left  fidt 
of  the  abdomen ; a fmall  procefs  or  facculus , re- 
fembling the  finger  of  a glove,  wras  formed  be- 
twixt the  thighs  of  the  foetus,  by  the  adhefion  oi 
the  anterior  to  the  poflerior  part  of  the  great  Jac* 
into  which  a portion  of  the  fmall  inteftines  had 
infinuated  itfelf;  the  umbilical  chord  adhered,  in 
many  places,  to  the  internal  furface  of  die  great 
Jac:  by  tracing  this,  we  were  led  to  a large  aper- 
ture in  the  right  fide  of  die  inferior  globular  Jac , 
already  mentioned ; from  whence,  that  which 
contained  the  foetus  feemed  to  have  its  origin. 

I his  inferior  Jac  we  now  found  to  be  the  uterus , 
containing  a very  thick  placenta , which  adhered 

very 
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very  firmly  to  about  three  fourths  of  its  internal 
furface,  having  the  navel  firing  attached  to  its 
center;  and  this  center  correfponded  nearly  with 
the  center  of  the  fundus  uteri ; the  placenta  was 
not  thin,  and  extended  in  the  uterus  as  in  a na- 

L - . > f ♦ 

tural  pregnancy;  but  thick  in  proportion  to  its 
breadth:  for,  as  the  uterus  was  nearly  round, 

' and  the  placenta  filled  about  three  fourths  of  its 
cavity,  the  placenta  itfelf  made  a large  fegment 
of  a fphere,  oppofite  to  the  os  tinea;  it  had  a 
fmooth  furface,  into  the  middle  of  which  the 
funis  was  inferted;  and  the  cavity,  between  this 
and  the  os  tinea , had  been  filled,  no  doubt,  with 
the  chocolate-like  fluid  above-mentioned  ; the 
placenta  filled  up  the  greatefl  part  of  the  aperture 
of  communication  between  the  uterus  and  the 
facy  leaving  a narrow  tranfverfe  opening  at  its 
inferior  part,  through  which  four  fingers  might 
be  eafily  introduced  in  a flat  form ; the  fubflance 
of  the  uterus  w’as  from  one  half  to  feven  eighths 
of  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  in  different  parts ; and 
fomc  of  the  veins  were  large  enough  to  admit 
the  tip  of  my  fore  finger.  We  could  find  no 
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everies;  the  fallopian  tube , on  the  left  fide,  was 
very  fmall : the  place  of  that  on  the  right  fide, 
was  occupied  by  the  beginning  or  orifice  of  the 
Jac . There  were  no  proper  membranes  of  the 
foetus,  di(lin&  from  the  fac , in  which  it  was  in- 
cluded. But  to  fpeak  the  truth  frankly,  when  I 
fat  down  to  write  this  account,  I recollected  that 
I had  not,  at  the  time  of  the  Dilfe&ion,  taken 
fufficient  pains  to  trace  the  membranes  from 
the  edge  of  the  placenta  all  round ; fo  that  I 
dare  not  now,  though  I believe  it,  affirm,  that 
they  lined  the  fmall  remaining  cavity  of  the 
uterus,  and  made  the  inner  Jlratum  of  the  great 
fac ; the  uterus  was  fo  firmly  connected  with  the 
adjacent  parts,  behind,  and  on  each  fide,  that  a 
reparation  could  not  be  made  without  violence: 
half  of  its  upper  part  was  covered  by  the  fac , to 
which  it  adhered ; the  uterus  felt  fo  heavy,  that 
1 weighed  it  with  the  contained  placenta , and 
found  their  weight  together  to  be  two  pounds 
and  a half  avoirdupoife ; the  bladder  was  fmall, 
empty,  and  connedled  as  ufual  ; the  flomach, 
liver,  and  thoracic  vifeera , appeared  to  be  in  a 

found 
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found  date ; the  cuticle  was  not  at  all  dripped  off 
from  the  foetus  by  our  handling  it,  during  the 

examination  of  this  remarkable  cafe. 

\ 

Caron  Haller  has  publifhed  an  account  of 
an  extraordinary  pregnancy.  The  woman,  whole 
cafe  is  related  became  pregnant  in  June,  1763, 

and  after  continuing  fome  months  in  a date  of 

% 

languor , recovered  her  health  again:  (he  conti- 
nued in  perfe<d  health  till  June,  1772,  when  die 
was  carried  off  by  a putrid  fev£r,  aferibed  to 
the  putrefa£licn  of  a fetus,  which,  on  opening 
the  body,  was  found  within  a fac,  communi- 

r I 

eating  with  the  uterus ; befidcs  thofe,  already 
mentioned,  we  meet  with  many  other  cafes  of 
extra-uterine  gedation,  in  feveral  writers  upon  the 
fubje£l  of  Midwifery:  and  in  mod  of  the  re- 
lations upon  this  matter,  where  the  fetus  re- 
mained in  either  of  the  ovaria  or  tubes,  or  formed 
an  attachment  to  the  external  part  of  the 
uterus , or  its  contiguous  parts,  it  was  always 
fmall  in  fize,  and  mod  commonly  died  at  an 
early  period.  Indances  have  often  occurred  of 
Vol.  II.  their 
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their  being  difcharged  by  abfceffes  through  the 
integuments  of  the  abdomen  or  per  anum , by 
flool.  The  Jecundines  and  waters  in  which  fuch 
foetus  s are  enclofed,  are  ufually  fimilar  to  thofe 
in  uterine  geflation;  but  the  placenta , which  in 

*H  I 

thefe  cafes  is  often  very  large,  and  the  external 
chorion  form  a flrong  attachment  to  whatever  parts 
they  come  into  immediate  conta&  with.  — As  a 

reference  to  Cafe  95,  communicated  in  my  laft 

< . 

Letter  to  the  late  Dr.  Mackenzie,  See  La  i 
Motte,  Cafe  30S. 
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CASE  XCVI. 

A 

ilNN  HALES,  an  unmarried  woman,  aged 
twenty-five;  naturally  of  a healthy  and  ftrong 
conftitution,  but  of  a low,  fufpicious  and  me- 
lancholy turn  of  mind,  applied  to  me  in  the 
month  of  February,  1772;  (lie  complained  of 
terrors,  tremors,  dillurbed  deep,  pain  in  her 
head,  lo fs  of  appetite,  the  fuppreflion  of  her 
merits,  which  die  attributed  to  a cold  from  a 
damp  fhift,  and  an  inability  to  apply  with  atten- 
tion to  her  ufual  bufmefs,  as  a fervant ; fup- 
pofing  the  cafe  to  be  chiefly  hyfterical,  and 
not  in  the  lead  fufpe&ing  the  real  caufe,  for 
the  prefent  I treated  it  as  fuch : and  in  a few* 
days  after  that,  was  informed,  that  the  night 
before,  having  diewn  confiderable  vexation 
of  mind,  die  had  put  an  end  to  her  exift- 

O 2 ence, 
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cnce,  in  the  following  very  extraordinary  man- 
ner: flie  had  tied  a jack-line  (with  a Tailor’s 
knot,  which  flie  had  learnt  from  having  lived  in 
a place,  chiefly  the  refidence  of  fea-faring  peo- 
ple ; a knot,  which  it  was  faid  no  one  in 
the  family  could  have  made  but  herfelf) 
twice  round  her  neck,  and  once  round 
the  foot  of  her  bed,  which  was  fcarcely  ten 
inches  from  the  ground;  her  head  was  clofc 
down  to  the  foot  of  the  bed  refling  upon  the 
floor,  and  her  body  bent  double  over  it,  and 
refling  upon  her  feet:  a very  flrange  poflure  to 

4 '■  * 1 **  * 4 

throw  herfelf  into,  and  which  mufl  require  much 
agility,  contrivance,  and  refolution,  and  have 
killed  her,  either  by  immediate  flrangulation, 
or  the  inflantaneous  diflocation  of  the  verte- 
bra colli:'  I did  not  fee  her,  however,  in  this 
poflure,  but  give  it  nearly  as  it  was  deferibed  to 
me,  by  thofe  wdio  found  her  ; to  whom  it  ap- 
peared fo  unlikely,  that  flie  could  have  done  it 
.herfelf,  that  hard  fufpicions  arofe  of  her  having 
been  murdered  by  feme  other  perfon ; but,  upon 
ihe  flrictefl  enquiry,  it  could  not  be  dilcovered  that 

there 
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there  was  any  other  aid  or  affi (lance,  than  her 
own,  in  the  completion  of  this  tragical  bufmefs. 
Upon  the  Coroners  Inqueft,  it  appeared  by  the 
affirmations  of  two  of  the  perfons  examined, 
that  (lie  had  been  often  heard  to  declare,  with. 

‘ much  vehemence,  that  if  ever  (lie  was  with 
child,  (lie  would  immediately  make  away  with 
herfelf:  it  was  therefore  thought  neceffary  to 
open  the  body,  and  I was  employed  to  do  it. 
The  uterus  being  taken  out  of  the  abdomen,  I ob- 
ferved,  that  the  texture  of  its  fubfiance  was  not 
fo  compaft  as  that  of  an  ungravid  uterus ; its 
veffcls  were  exceedingly  enlarged,  and  much 
convoluted.  I can't  fay  that  I took  any  parti- 
cular notice  of  the  ovaria,  or  faftopian  tubes , my 
principal  attention  being  dire&ed  to  the  contents 

t 

of  the  uterus , the  thicknefs  of  which  was  at  lead 

half  an  inch:  it  contained  an  ovum  as  large  as  a 

\ 

goofe’s  egg,  and  not  at  all  unlike  it  in  figure  ; 
in  which  was  a foetus,  fo  wrell  formed,  that  the 
cavities  of  the  trunk  were  elofed,  and  all  the 
other  parts  fo  manifefl  to  the  naked  eye,  that  it 
was  evidently  to  be  diflinguiflied  of  the  feminine 

R 3 gender ; 
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gender ; the  head  was  much  difproportioned  to 
the  other  parts,  being  nearly  as  large  as  them 
all  put  together  ; the  ovum  contained  about  four 
ounces  of  limpid  fluid;  the  funis  umbilicalis  was 
large  in  proportion  to  the  foetus,  and  the  fecun- 
dines  were  complete.  After  a fufficient  infpec- 
tion,  I made  my  report  accordingly  ; and  gave 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  deceafed,  at  the  time 
of  her  death,  was  in  the  fourth  month  of  preg- 
nancy. Were  it  not,  that  La  Motte,  in  his 
Reflexion  on  Obfervation  176,  had  fufficiently 
confuted  Harvey’s  aflertion,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  placenta  of  a child  at  three  months, 
the  cafe  before  us  might  have  fully  fetved  to 
evince  the  futility  of  fuch  an  opinion. 


CASE 


4 


CASE  XCVII. 


F ALSE  Conceptions  being  now  accounted  for 
in  a probable  and  certain  manner  ; and  what  was, 
and  is  often  (till  fo  called,  being  known  to  be  no- 
thing  more  than  the  diffolution  of  a real  embno  or 
fodus,  after  the  total  extin&ion  of  its  vital  princi- 
ples: amongft  the  many  cafes  ol  this  kind  which 
1 have  met  with  in  my  practice  ; I fhall  only  fctcft 
the  three  following  as  worthy  of  notice.  A 
young  woman,  of  a delicate,  nervous,  and  vaf- 
cular  fyftem,  whom  I had  delivered  twice  be- 
fore ; being  big  for  the  third  time,  and  having 
gone,  according  to  her  own  account,  about  thiee 
months,  was  taken  with  exceeding  (harp  pains, 
accompanied  with  a final!  difeharge  of  blood 
from  the  vagina:  the  next  day,  the  29th  of 
October,  1772,  the  pains  dccrcafcd;  hie  had 

O 4 tremors, 
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tremors,  fyncopies,  and  fhiverings ; and  the  ha- 
morrhage , which  had  been  but  trifling,  now  be- 
came dangeroufly  copious.  It  was  thought  pro- 
per that  I fbould  be  confulted.  Upon  my 
coming  to  her,  I found  a midwife,  who  had 
been  with  her  from  the  firft  of  her  complaints, 
who  fhewed  me  a large  clot  of  blood,  which  (he 
had  carefully  preferved  in  a cloth  for  my  infpec- 
tion.  this  (lie  called  a faljc  conception , which 
file  a Hedged  was  the  whole  that  was  to  come 
away,  and  that  nothing  more  remained  behind. 

I w’afhed  the  coagulum , and  carefully  examined 
it  , but,  upon  the  mod  minute  examination, 
could  not  fubferibe  to  the  opinion  of  the  mid- 
wife: I therefore  proceeded  to  make  a proper 
examination  ; the  confecjuence  of  which  was,  I 
found  a foft,  pulpy  (ubflance,  filling  up  the  os 
internum , which  I inflanily  delivered ; and  foon 
after  the  flux  of  blood  entirely  flopped:  it  wras 
an  ovum  about  the  fize  of  a pigeon’s  egg,  which 
contained  nothing  more  than  a thick  gelatinous 
fuoflance  ; but  1 could  not  difeover  in  it  the  leaf! 
rudiments  ol  a jeetus.  The  patient  remained  in  a I 


low 
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low  and  debilitated  flate  for  fome  time ; but  at 
length  perfectly  recovered:  and  foon  after  bein<r 
pregnant  a fourth  time,  in  the  third  month  of 
geflation  was  attacked  with  the  jaundice,  to  a 
njofl  violent  degree ; for  which  fhe  was  twice 

U 

: bled,  took  the  neutral  falts  and  fea  water, 
which  in  fome  meafure  palliated  the  fymptoms  ; 
7ct  the  yellownefs  of  the  countenance,  and  whites 
of  the  eyes  dill  remained:  and  notwithflandin®- 
her  lying-in  was  attended  with  every  favourable 
Jrcumflance  that  could  be,  it  was  fucceeded  by 

his  diforder,  in  a much  higher  degree  than  be- 

0 

ore  her  delivery,  and  it  did  not  entirely  ter- 
ninate  till  four  months  after  it;  when  fire 
■oided  a gall-ftone  nearly  as  large  as  a middling- 
zed  marble : it  was  fomewhat  remarkable,  that 
he  luck'ed  her  child  the  whole  time  of  her  ill— 
cfs,  and  it  was  healthy  and  flrong;  and  not- 
mhflanding  the  iHertc  affection  which  the  mo- 
ter  laboured  under,  was  not  in  the  lcafl  tainted 
'ith  that  complaint : and,  I remember  to  have 
en  two  other  women,  who  had  the  jaundice  to 
great  degree,  at  the  time  they  fucklcd  their  own 


chil- 
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children,  who  were  not  in  the  leafl  affeaed  by 
the  diforders  of  their  mothers ; hence  it  may  be 
teafonably  inferred,  that  the  milk  is  not  in  this 

cafe,  either  in  its  colour  or  tafle,  at  all  impreg- 

, / / * 

nated  with  the  bile. 
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CASE  XCVIII. 


\ 


slender  and  fickiy  woman,  whofe 
?njes  had  always  appeared  at  the  ufual  periods, 
1 ^ie  4t^1  °f  May,  i 7 73**  miffed  them  entirely. 

the  beginning  of  August  following,  I was 
[led  to  her,  and  told  by  the  women  in  waiting. 


at  {he  had  been  ill  with  pains,  and  a flooding 
. three  days,  and  that  {he  had  now  mifcar- 
d of  a falfe  conception:  upon  examining  the 
•ths,  I found  fever al  large  coagula  of  blood: 
d further,  upon  the  moft  minute  examination, 
hough,  it  was  not  in  my  power  exa&Iy  to  dif- 
fer the  cavity  from  whence  it  had  elapfed,  I 
md  an  embrio , nearly  the  fize  of  a barley  corn ; 

- it  had  not  fufficiently  unfolded  itfelf  from  its 

original 
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original  mihutia , as  to  prefect  any  perfcft  ruci- 
meets  of  the  foetus . This  was  undoubtedly  a 
conception , although  the  membranes  had 
been  ruptured,  and  the  embrio  forced  away 
from  them.  The  woman  having  loft  a large 
quantity  of  blood,  which  was  now  flopped, 
and  the  pulfe  being  weak,  I preferibed  her 
a cordial  medicine,  and  put  her  upon  a pro- 
per regimen  ; by  the  help  of  which,  her  ftrengtb 
was  recruited ; at  the  end  of  three  v/eeks  hci 
menfes  returned,  and  came  pretty  exa&Iy  to  that 
period  for  feveral  fucceftions:  at  length,  in  the 
December  following,  they  again  difappeared 
and  in  the  laft  week  of  January,  1774,  the  war 
feized  with  ftrong  bearing-down  pains,  in  confe* 
qucnce  of  which  feveral  clots  of  congulatec 
blood  were  expelled;  but,  upon  the  ftri&eft  en 
quiry,  I was  not  able  to  find  any  thing  like 
either  embrio , or  fecundities ; therefore,  this  caf 
alfo  went  under  the  denomination  of  a falj 
conception ; (lie  recovered  this  time  better  that 
before,  had  a return  of  the  menfes  in  Makci 
folio  wing,  and  was  regulai  in  their  vifits  till  th 

middl 
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middle  of  July,  when  they  again  ceafed : and 
foon  after  that  (lie  had  ficknefs  at  her  flomach, 
and  other  fymptoms  confequent  upon  their 
obftru£lion : in  the  tenth  week  from  this  pe- 
riod, without  any  manifcfl  caufe,  fhe  began 
■ to  complain  of  frequent  pains  in  the  hypo • 
gajlric  region,  and  in  a few  days  after  was 
feized  with  a flight  uterine  hemorrhage , which 
fuddenly  increafed  on  the  fourth  day  from  its 
appearance,  and  I was  fent  for  to  infpe£t  a fub- 
flance,  which  had  been  expelled  with  much  pain ; 
>and  in  which,  upon  the  mod  careful  examination, 
I could  difeover  nothing  more  than  a large  coa- 
gulum  of  blood;  and  therefore  the  midwife  and 
attendants  determined  this  alfo  to  have  been  a 
falje  conception . Upon  thefe  repeated  attacks 
on  a weakly  frame,  the  patient  was  now  a 
confiderablc  time  before  that  (he  recovered  any 
degree  of  her  former  ftrength,  has  had  her 
menfes  very  irregularly  ever  fince,  and  been 
more  or  lefs  affe&ed  with  nervous  fymptoms, 
which  have  reduced  her  to  the  lowed  extremity. 


CASE 
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CASE  XCIX. 

M.  S.  a young  married  woman,  who  ha. 

always  enjoyed  a regular  hate  of  health ; in  tl 

firfl  week  of  June,  1775,  being  her  expe&ed  pc 

riod,  the  menfes  did  not  return,  and  fhe  was  a 

tacked  with  naufea , particular  averfions,  ar. 

other  fymptoms  of  conception,  w?hich  went  c 

till  the  latter  end  of  August;  when,  after 

fudden  furprize,  a flooding  enfued,  attende 

with  fome  pain : and  on  the  third  day  an  ovu 

• 

was  expelled,  which  contained  a fmall  cmbn 
wherein  the  rudiments  of  the  foetus  were  confp 
cuous  to  the  naked  eye,  and  which  I preferved  i 
fpirits.  On  the  third  day  after  the  expulfion  < 
this  ovum,  I was  defired  to  look  at  another  ful 
fiance,  which  had  come  away  a few  hours  b 
fore,  and  which,  by  its  detention,  had  acquin 


a rao 
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a mod  confiderable  flench  ; it  was  made  up  of 

black  congealed  blood and  feemed  furrounded  with 

fomething  like  a membranous  fubhance  ; but 

when  I divided  it,  it  was  found  to  confifl 

wholly  of  coagulated  blood : however,  this  palled 

. 

in  common  amonglt  the  good  women,  for 
a mijearriage  and  a falfe  conception:  and  I 
'have  obferved,  that  this  fpecies  of  falfe  concep- 
tion, amongft  midwives  and  nurfes,  is  more  fre- 

9 i ) 

quently  met  with  than  any  other.  They  have 
often  fhewn  me  coagula  of  blood  as  falje  concep- 
tions ; and  to  contradih  their  being  fo,  were  an 
idle  talk,  as  thefe  are  ignorant  prejudices  of  too 
long  handing,  and  are  too  firmly  rooted  to  admit 
of  eafy  convi&ion : and,  perhaps,  it  is  quite 
enough,  for  the  Surgeon  to  know  the  real  caufe, 
without  hooping  to  an  explanation,  where  he  is 
fure  not  to  be  underhood.  The  membranes 
again  being  torn,  and  home  parts  of  them  re- 

t 

tamed,  after  the  delivery  of  the  placenta , has 
alfo  furnifhed  abundant  matter  for  falfe  concepti- 
ons: and  I have  often  feen  after  deliveries,  exhibi- 
tions of  both  coagula  of  blood,  and  portions  of  the 

membranes , 
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membranes,  which  were  both  denominated  faljt 
conceptions ; or,  it  has  been  fuppofed,  would 
have  'been  children,  but  for  fome  unknown 
caufe.  Vide  La  Motte,  chap.  7*  Obf»  14>  1 
See.  and  Dr.  Smellie,  vol.  2.  coll.  8. 

It  was  formerly  believed  by  fome,  that  both  a 
falfe  conception  and  a mole,  owed  their  origins  tc 
diforders  of  the  placenta ; but  neither  of  therr 

are  now  in  the  leaf!  imputed  to  any  morbid  de*| 

\ 

fed  of  that  vajcular  mafs. 
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. X HE  difeafe  then  commonly  known  b) 
i the  name  of  Jalfc  conception,  being  nothing 
more,  than  either  the  dilfolution  of  the  foetus  in 
i:he  early  months  of  geflation,  meer  coagula  of 
'ilood,  after  a flux  from  the  uterus  at  any  period 


Pf  life;  or  detached  portions  of  the  placenta  or 
\ecundines,  after  abortions  or  deliveries.  We  come 
next  to  another  kind  of  Jpurious  gravidity ; which 


is  that  unorganized,  lifelejs  majs,  either  of  a JleJhy, 

]>ongy,Jihrous,  Jcirrhus,  or  membranous  fubflance  ; 

lat  raining  for  fome  months  in  the  uterus,  is 

dtimately  expelled  by  its  propelling  forc.e  ; 

id  which  has  been  long  diftinguifhed  : 

Jt’  as  lC  appears  very  unneceffarily,  by  the 

me  of  Mo/a,  and  was  wont  to  be  thought  by 

me,  to  be  actually  the  firfl  Jlrata  of  the  embrio ; 
VOL.  JI4  [?  -i  • 1 
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which,  by  forue  occult  caufe  or  other,  had  oeen 
tranfmuted  in  its  formation,  but  which  feems  to 
be  more  properly  determined,  a uterine  con- 
cretion, not  in  the  leaR  formed  by  the  union 
of  prolific  principles  ; a cafe  of  this  kind 
occurred  to  me  in  the  month  of  January, 
,7So.*  About  the  beginning  of  August 
in  the  preceding  year,  Eliza  Byng,  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  who  had  mifcarriecbj 

once  before  in  the  third  month;  having: 
a^ain  miffed  her  menfes,  ndufea,  retchings,  and: 
other  fymptoms  of  breeding  enfued ; the  mamma 
became  tumefied  and  hard  ; the  abdomen  fwelled, 
gradually  arofe  from  the  Jymphifls  of  the  pubis, 
and  as  ufual  extended  upwards,  with  a large 
circumfcribed  tumor:  about  the  end  of  the  fourth 
month,  fire  actually  thought  that  file  feit  the 
child;  although  the  fequel  will  prove,  tha 
it  was  mod  probably  a flatus  in  her  bowels 
vfhich  had  been  miftaken  for  the  motions  of  the 
Jehus.  In  the  morning  of  the  third  of  Janu- 
ary, 1 was  defired  to  call  on  her;  flie  com 
plained  to  me  of  fome  flight  erratic  pains  in  th 

regio 
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region  of  the  uterus,  and  of  a ^ Janguin(0Ui 
difcharge  from  die  vagina,  with  now  and  then 
iWtng  pains  in  her  back:  on  examination, 
the  « tinea  eluded  the  touch.  I enjoined  her 
to  a recumbent  pofture,  adminiftered  an  opi- 
ate, and  left  her  for  the  prefent;  but,  in  confe- 
rence of  an  increafe  of  the  pains,  was  again 

m f°r  m the  ~g  of  the  next  day  ; 
the  « tinea  was  high  up  at  the  brim  of  the 

pdvts,  and  dilated  to  about  the  breadth  of 
fix  pence.  I repeated  the  anodyne,  preferi- 
bed  reft,  and  ordered  an  emollient  clyfter,  0f 

half  a pint  of  milk  and  water,  and  four  table 

fpoonsful  of  fweet  oil  • flip  k. 

(f  °"  ’ ihe  became  eafier,  the 

It<r'"ed'  “d  ““P*  «ow  and  then  a trifl;,,, 
Pam,  went  on  tolerably  well  ,M  llv:  ,j 

:h£  ,,h’  di“>'S'  and  pain  fnddenl, 

tncreafed,  and  before  I c.nld  reach  her,  ft, 

" ivered  of  a w&ajUJlm,,  Weish. 

'"S  up",a'ds  of  #»»*,  and  foon  afterward, 
became  entirely  free  from  min  . 

y r0m  Pa,n : uPon  examining 

>«  ""common  mali,  I f„ond had  „ £av 
” b“‘  seated  ,o  be  folely  ,|;, 

R 2 
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twn  of  the  fibrous  parts  of  the  blood,  con- 
denfed  into  a fraooth  oblong  figure,  by  the  cora- 
preflion  of  the  womb : the  patient  had  a drain- 
ing from  the  parts  for  feme  days,  attended  with 
an  ephemera ; but.  by  proper  care,  got  up  again 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  has  fince  been  deli- 
vered at  her  full  time,  of  a fine  hearty  child, 
and  remains  in  good  health.  A fiimlar  inflance 
happened  in  July,  1781,  the  wife  of  a day  la- 
bourer, after  the  menfes  had  been  fuppreffed 
near  five  months,  and  file  had  experienced 
every  fymptom  of  the  firft  clafs  in  pregnan- 
cy, was  feized  with  a uterine  hamorrhage 

and  pains,  and  delivered  of  a large  mifjhapen 
mafs  of  a membranous  texture;  which  came  away 
fpontaneoufly : and  I was  very  forry,  that  my 
avocations  at  that  time,  prevented  my  utterly  ex- 
amining into  its  contents.  — Mauriceau,  after 
giving  his  opinion  of  falfe  conceptions  and  moles, 
affirms,  that  the  latter  are  nouriffied  in  the 
womb,  to  which  they  almoft  ever  adhere,  and 
are  fuftained  by  the  blood  with  which  it  is  always 

furnifiied,  juft  as  plants  are  by  the  moifture  of  the 

earth : 


[ 245  ] 

earth:  fometimes,  he  fays,  there  is  a child,  toge- 
ther with  a mole,  from  which  it  is  often  divi- 
ded, and  fometimes  cleaving  to  its  body,  which 
puts  it  in  great  danger  of  its  being  mif-fhapen  or 
monflrous,  becaufe  of  the  compreffion  which  this 
ftrange  body  caufeth  to  the  infant,  yet  very  tender. 
In  the  year  1665,  he  tells  us,  that  being  at  Mr. 
Bourdelot’s,  Doctor  in  Phyfrck,  of  the  Faculty 
of  1 aris,  where,  every  Monday,  were  held 
academical  conferences:  as  they  fell  upon  the 
difcourfe  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  which 
he  explained  according  to'  his  opinion;  they 
bi ought  an  infant  of  a woman,  newly  deli- 
vered at  her  full  time,  which  wanted  all  the 
upper-part  of  the  head ; having  no  /cull,  no 
brain,  no,  nor  an  hairy  Jcalp ; but  had  only,  in 
lieu  of  all  thofe  parts,  a mole,  or  jle/hy  mafs, 
flat  and  red,  of  the  thicknefs  and  bignefs  of  an 
after- bur  then,  covered  with  a firnpie  membrane, 
flrong  enough  : this  infant  had,  however,  all  the 
other  parts  of  the  body,  fat  and  well-compofed, 
and  fhaped:  tin's  monflrous  difpofuion  was  the 

R3 
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caufe  of  its  death  as  Toon  as  born ; and  yet  it  was 
very  wonderful  and  aftonifhing,  to  confider  how 
it  could  live  fo  without  brain ; as  alfo  very  dif- 
ficult to  underhand,  how  this  flejhy  majs  could 
ferve  inftead  of  it,  whilft  it  was  in  the  mother’s 
bellv  • it  was  interwoven  with  many  veffels  like 
the  flefhy  part  of  the  placenta,  yet  of  a more 
firm  fubftance.  A woman,  he  fays,  having  a 
mole,  hath  a much  worfe  colour,  and  is  every 
way  more  inconvenienced  than  one  with 
child;  and  if  fhe  keeps  it  long,  flie  lives  all  this 
while  in  danger  of  her  life:  he  adds,  that  fome 
women  have  them  two  or  three  years,  and  fome- 
times  all  the  reft  of  their  lives:  an  inftance  of 
which  happened  in  a pewterer’s  wife,  of  whom 
Ambrose  Pa rre  makes  mention  in  his  book  of 
Generation,  who  had  one  Jeventcen  years,  and  it 
laft  died  of  it.—  Dionis,  in  his  chapter  on  this 
fubjefl,  fays,  that  clods  of  the  laft  part  of  the 
menjlrual  blood  adhering  to  the  fides  of  the 
womb,  and  brought  off  by  the  fiift  return  of 
that  flux,  are  often  taken  for  moles  or  lumps  of 

flcfti ; and  relates  an  inftance  of  a woman,  who 

paffed 
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paflcd  luch  little  bodies  regularly  every  month : 
and  when  the  moll  fkilful  furgeons  were  con- 
fulted,  they  found  them  to  be  nothing  but  coagu- 
lated blood ; and  were  fully  convinced  of  it  after- 
wards, when  they  found  them  voided  with  her 
courfes,  although  for  a confiderable  time  fhe  fiad 
not  had  the  leaf!  communion  with  her  hufband 
from  which  he  judicioufly  infers,  how  charitably 
we  ought  to  judge , Jhould  theje  appearances  oc- 
cur to  women  in  the  fmgle  Jlate.  — Chapman 
gives  us  the  cafe  of  a woman,  who  fuppofed 
herfelf  to  be  three  months  gone  with  child,  and 
was  taken  with  a flooding ; when  he  came  to  her, 
he  found  the  « tinea:  fo  far  opened,  as  to  allow 
of  two  fingers,  and  a fubflance  prefling  down ; 
efpecially,  in  her  pains,  which  were  of  no  great 
force  : he  foon  introduced  a third  finger,  and  by 
degrees,  fo  far  dilated  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  as 
to  pafs  all  his  fingers  behind  the  fubflance,  fo  as 
to  command  it;  and  taking  the  advantage  of  a 
pain,  which  was  now  flronger  from  th ejimulus, 
occafioned  by  the  irritation  of  his  fingers,  he 
found  it  to  be  a firm  JleJhy  fubflance,  and  fo  hap- 
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pily  rid  her  of  a falfe  conception . — To  the  fame 
refpe&able  Author  we  are  indebted  for  the 
cafe  of  a mifcarriage,  through  a fcirrhus  in  the 
womb ; which  he  has  given  us  as  follows. 
On  the  17th  of  October,  1725,  being  called 
to  a poor  woman,  in  order  to  deliver  her  of  a 
fetond  child;  the  midwife  told  him,  that  fhe 
had  taken  away  one  abortive  infant  two  days  be- 
fore, of  about  fix  or  feven  inches  in  length ; 
but  that  fhe  had  left  the  after-birth , till  the  fe- 
cond  child  fhould  be  born;  the  head  of  which, 
file  faid,  lay  then  in  the  paffage ; but  was  much 
larger  than  that  of  the  feetus  file  had  already 
taken  away:  he  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
large  enough  to  receive  three  fingers,  with  which 
he  cafily  drew  away  the  placenta , that  was  left  in 
the  uterus:  the  womb  he  thought  felt  very  thick 
and  hard,  and  the  cavity  of  it  feemed  to  be  clofe 
filled  up  with  the  cake.  By  feeling,  or  rather 
compreffmg  her  body  on  the  outfide,  he  found  a 
large  hard  fubflance  ; he  then  put  tw?o  fingers 
into  the  anus , and  his  thumb  into  the  vagina , 
and  thus  grafped  fomething  in  form  not  unlike 
v the  : 
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the  head  and  neck  of  a child ; he  declared,  that 
nothing  remained  in  die  womb;  but  what  to 
make  of  this  haid  and  foiid  tumor,  unlefs  it 
were  a Jcirrhus , he  could  not  well  tell.  The 
.woman  had  not  long  before  been  ill  of  a conjunc- 
tive di foider,  and  being  now  much  weakened 
and  exhaufled  by  her  mifearriage  (in  which  fhe 
had  lofl  a great  quantity  of  blood)  and  two  days 
being  fpent  with  torment,  in  waiting  for  another 
child,  fhe  was  at  length  brought  fo  low,  that  fhe 
expired  in  about  three  days  afterwards  ; when 
being  allowed  to  infpeft  the  corpfe , he  found  this 
hard  ] ubjlancc , as  he  had  before  fufpe<ded  to  be 
a true  * Jcirrhus  of  the  womb,  in  the  form  al- 

v, 

ready  deferibed,  and  weighing  (as  near  as  he  could 
guefs)  four  or  five  pounds. —Dr  Pugh  fays,  he 
; has  feen  feveral  cafes  of  JalJe  conceptions  and  moles , 
which  proved  fatal ; and  which  he  imputes  to 
i fome  difeafe  in  the  womb  itlelf,  or  its  glands, 
i as  a Jcirrhus  cancer , or  fuch  like  ; becaufe,  they 

* Dr.  Ex  ton  has  given  us  a cafe  in  many  refpe&s 
| fijnilar  to  the  above. 


chiefly 


I - 25o  ] 

chiefly  happen  to  women  between  forty  and  fift) 
years  of  age,  or  upwards:  at  which  time  o 
life,  he  obferves,  every  praditioner  muft  be  fen 
liblc,  that  the  natural  purgations  are  then  goins; 
off,  and  more  likely  to  fubje6f  the  woman  tc 
fuch  diforders.— Dr.  Ould,  after  having  giver 
his  opinion  concerning  a mole  and  falje  conception , 
and  the  management  necefTary  in  thefe  cafes, 
favours  us  wdth  the  following  Hiflory  of  a wo- 
man, whom  he  delivered  of  a falje  conception:: 
In  April,  174°»  he  was  fent  for  by  an  Iron-- 
monger,  whole  wriie  was  in  labour;  for  which 
purpofe  he  was  retained  four  months  before;, 
from  which  time  he  frequently  vifited  her,  and 
always  found  her  tolerably  well;  and  as  it  was 
her  firfl  child,  afked  her  if  its  motion  was» 
flrong  and  lively;  to  which  (lie  anfwered, 
that  fhe  was  no  judge  of  that  particular,  but  that 
fhe  conflantly  felt  it  flir:  he  found  her  pains 
come  on  but  very  flow,  and  a fmall  appearance 
of  blood  at  every  period  ; having  not  the  leaf!  re- 
laxation of  vagina  or  os  tinea,  he  left  her  for  the 
fpac-e  of  three  hours,  in  which  time  he  delivered 


another 
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notber  woman : on  his  return,  her  pains  were  much 
icreafed,  but  there  was  not  the  lead  dilatation: 

.1  fhort,  every  circumflance  contributed  to  make 
itn  imagine  that  it  would  turn  out  fuch  a labour, 
s he  had  met  with  where  the  jkrnum  prefented  ; 
kith  this  remarkable  difference,  that  whenever 
e touched  this  orifice,  though  never  fo  flightly, 
'be  roared  extravagantly,  complaining  of  a rnoft 
xtraordinary  pain  which  it  caufed  in  her  back, 
diich  really  hindered  him  from  giving  her  fucli 
Lfli fiance  as  was  neceffary  ; for  her  friends  thought 
le  did  fomething  cruel  at  every  examination, 
vlatters  went  on  thus  for  twelve  hours ; at  the 
::nd  of  which  time  he  gave  her  a quieting 
draught,  which  compofed  her  for  an  hour  and  a 
lalf,  and  entirely  removed  that  terrible  com- 
plaint when  the  orifice  was  touched ; wherefore 

i 

ae  proceeded  with  all  convenient  fpced  to  dilate 
the  parts : upon  the  firft  entrance  of  his  finger, 
•he  was  much  furprized  to  feel  nothing  but  a Joft 
\flejli)  fubjlance;  he  knew  it  was  not  the  placenta , 
as  the  difeharge  of  blood  was  very  inconfiderable  ; 

I * 

and  it  was  reasonable  to  imagine,  if  ^liere  was  any 


extra- 
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extraneous  blood  contained  in  the  womb  with  tli 
child,  that  it  wrould  not  come  forcmoft  if  the  in 
fant  were  alive  ; wherefore  he  afked  how  long  j 
was  fmcefhe  felt  it  ftir,  and  was  anfwered,  withii 
ti.:C  fpace  of  an  hour,  which  put  it  beyond  at 
doubt,  as  he  thought,  there  was  a child : how 
ever,  his  firft  bufinefs  was  to  bring  away  wha- 
oflered  ; which  he  attempted,  but  could  not,  by 

reafon  of  its  fize,  till  he  had  divided  it  into  three 

* 

pans,  by  breaking  it  with  his  hand:  when  they 
i'.  ere  extracted,  he  was  more  than  ever  furprizcd 
to  find  the  womb  was  quite  empty.  Our  au- 
thor concludes  this  cale,  with  obferving,  how 
little  the  mother’s  account  is  to  be  depended 
on  in  matters  of  this  kind:  and,  that  it  gives; 
another  inflance  of  the  orifice  not  dilating,, 
notwithftanding  the  mother’s  efforts.  — In 
Portal  we  meet  with  the  delivery  of  a woman 
of  a mold. He  wras  called  the  16th  of  bEBRu- 
ary,  1671,  to  a Bakers  wife,  affluded  with  a 
violent  flux  of  blood  ; after  he  had  brought  his 
fingers  into  the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb,  he 
felt  a membranous  fuhflance,  of  the  bitrnefs  of  a 

bowl, 
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lWlt  which  he  judged  to  be  a mola,  of  falje  con - 
ttion,  he  made  ufe  of  his  fingers  to  feparate  it 
;om  the  mother,  and  to  bring  it  out  in  pieces, 
hich  he  did  by  degrees ; and  the  whole  being 
Dt  out,  the  flux  ceafed.  \ ide  La  Motte,  Obi. 

2.  k 16.— AstrUc  diflinguifhes  moles  into  three 
oecies,  expatiating  very  largely  upon  the  fub- 
:<d,  and  recommends  Levret  s crooked  forceps 
Dr  the  extradion  of  the  moles , as  a means  eflec- 
ual  to  the  purpofe,  without  making  incifions 
nto  them,  unlefs  they  are  very  large.— Ruysch 
avs,  that  not  only  a placenta  retained  in  the  ute- 
L for  fome  time  after  the  exclufion  of  an  eni- 
brio  may  refemble  a mold  j but  alfo  congealed 
hlood  lodged  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  which 

I ' 

had  been  frequently  brought  him  by  midwives, 
fometimes  for  a mola , and  fometimes  for  a plam 
anla  ; this  congealed  blood  being  much  indu- 
rated by  the  compreffure  of  the  utevu > , he  fomc- 
times  found  it  fo  compa£f,  as  to  refemble  fiefh,  and 
frequently  obferved,  a fort  of  membranes,  in  a 
manner  appended  like  thofe  which  we  fee  fwim- 
ming  in  the  water  after  bleeding  in  the  foot: 
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when  thefe  and  fuch-like  bodies  were  brout 
to  him,  he  fays,  he  made  the  following  enqr 
nes:  firft,  whether  there  were  any  footfteps  of 
funiculus  umbilicalis , or  navel  firing,  which  jj 
been  broke  off:  and  fecondly,  whether  or  J 
there  were  any  blood  velTels  diftributed  throm 
the  mafs;  without  which,  he  obferves,  the 
could  not  be  termed,  retained  piacenlula:  i 
which,  if  there  are  blood  veffels,  they  general! 
contain  no  blood,  fo  that  they  feem  more  lit 
fibres  than  blood  vefTels.  The  fame  autho 
fpeaking  of  pfeudomola , or  fpurious  molds,  fron 
fmall  placenta's  remaining  in  the  uterus  after  th 
exclufion  of  the  foetus,  tells  us,  that  many  anc 
great  inconvenicncies  happen  to  lying-in  women 
when  the  fecundines  or  after-burthen  do  not  fol- 
low tire  preceding  mature  foetus . Hence,  he 

fays,  fome  women  fall  into  a profufe  and  irre- 
aulai  fluor  uterinus,  which  returns  at  intervals 
■ toia  t.it.  fame  caufe,  not  without  excruciating: 
Pams.  In  others,  the  abdomen  is  dihended  to  a 
great  bulk,  with  a difficulty  of  refpiration,  an 
edematous  fwelling  of  the  legs,  Ikknefs  at  the 

ftomach. 
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! flomach,  or  loathing  of  the  food ; with  anxie- 
ties of  the  prcecordia,  fainting  fits,  and  palenefs 
of  the  face ; and  not  unfrequentiy  death  itfelf 
i puts  a period  to  thefe  mifenes;  whence  tnc  dil- 
order  appears  to  be  very  dangerous,  and  of  the 
laft  confequence;  but  not  mortal  in  itfelf,  as 
1 fome  of  the  lefs  fltilful  midwives  would  have  us 
believe.  Very  often,  he  adds,  the  placenta  re- 
mains in  the  uterus  for  above  the  fpace  of  ten 
months  after  the  foetus  has  been  excluded:  and  it 

isalmoflas  incredible,  as  furprizing,  what  a va- 

0- 

ricty  of  changes,  or  tranfmutations,  if  he  may,  he 
fays,  fo  fpcak,  the  preter naturally  retained  placenta 
undergoes.  Sometimes  the  placenta  degenerates 
into  hydatides  or  veficles,  hanging  as  it  were  like 
footftalks,  and  with  a watery  humour ; fome- 
times  the  retained  placenta  is  at  length  brought 
forth,  and  efleemed  by.  others  for  a mola ; be- 
twixt which  there  is  a near  refemblance,  both  in 
hardnefs,  confidence,  form  and  flefhy  fubftance 
conformable  to  the  defeription  of  a moldy  fo  that 
it  is  no  wonder  if  the  placenta  fhonld  be  taken 
for  mola: , by  thofe  who  have  no  opportunity  o\ 

often 
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often  feeing  thofe  placenta  s which  have  been  re- 
tained. If  the  placentas , continues  our  author, 
of  foetus's,  two,  three,  or  four  months  old,  are 
retained  longer  than  they  ought  to  be  in  the  uterus , 
they  are  not  fo  much  dangerous  as  apt  to  produce 
alterations  in  the  patient;  but  if  the  placenta  of 
a mature  foetus , or  of  one  that  is  feven  or  eight 
months  old  be  retained,  there  is  more  danger, 
becaufe  frequently  the  whole  placenta  degenerates 
into  hy  da  tides  * the  number  of  which  is  fometimes 
fo  great,  as  to  extend  the  abdomen  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, that  the  woman  feems  to  be  with  child.  I 

1 

remember  myfelf,  fays  our  author,  to  have  twice 
feen  a large  plate  full  of  fuch  hydatides  difcharged 
from  thofe  who  have  retained  part  of  the  placenta 
in  the  uterus , for  fome  months  after  they  have  been 
delivered:  and  have  obferved  before,  that  the 
placenta's  of  abortives , two,  three,  or  four  months 
old,  become  of  fo  compa&  a fubflance,  and  ac- 
quire fuch  a form,  that  they  may  be  well  taken 
for  mol  a by  the  unfkilful ; provided  they  flay  in 
tne  uterus  longer  than  they  ought,  or  for  many 
days ; for  the  humours  being  expelled,  together 

with 
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with  the  fains,  the  placenta  is  contracted  and 
prefled  together  by  the  uterus  into  this  or  that 
form,  fo  as  to  refemble  either  a mole , a frog,  or 
fome  other  kind  of  body  ; whence  the  over-cre- 
dulous women,  who  are  too  much  addicted  to 
tell  ftories,  and  magnify  trifles,  give  out  to  their 
acquaintance  that  they  have  met  with  living  molce, 
capable  of  flying,  8cc.  and  what  is  more,  they 
admonifh  the  reft  of  their  companions  who  are 
prefent  at  the  birth,  to  take  care  of  thefe  moltf, 

: that  they  do  not  creep  under  their  cloaths,  and 
infinuate  themfelves  into  their  bodies.  But  re-* 
jecting  thefe  trifles  of  old  women,  he  thinks  it 
worthy  of  observation,  that  if  thefe  placentulce 
are  retained  a week,  or  longer,  in  the  uterus , 
after  the  foetus  has  been  delivered,  they  are  fo 
comprefled  by  the  contraction  of  the  womb,  that 
they  become  not  only  more  compact  and  folid 
than  the  mufcular  flefh,  but  are,  by  that  means, 
moulded  into  the  form  and  magnitude  of  the  in- 
ternal cavity  of  the  uterus ; e.  g.  a certain  wo- 
man, who  had  gone  eleven  weeks  with  child, 
mifearried  by  a violent  paffion  of  mind,  the  pla- 
Vol.  II.  S 


cent  a 
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centa  flill  remaining  fome  weeks  in  the  womb ; 
by  the  contra£lion  of  which  in  returning  to  its 
former  magnitude,  the  placenta  was  fo  much 
indurated  and  disfigured  before  it  was  difcharged, 
that  if  one  had  not  carefully  examined  its  fub- 
fiance,  it  would  readily  have  been  believed  to  have 
been  a mola.— Another  woman,  in  the  fifth  month 
of  her  pregnancy,  brought  forth  an  immature  foetus f 

I 

which  was  followed  with  the  Jecundincs,  entirely 
well-conditioned ; but  after  thefe  wTere  come  to 

» I 

light,  there  followed  a JleJhy  majs%  in  form  and; 
magnitude,  refembling  the  natural  uterus:  upon 

% I 

making  a flri£  examination  into  this  laft  by  in- -t 
cifion,  he  found  it  to  be  likewife  a deformed 
placenta , more  compa&  than  ufual;  but  how 
long  this  fecond  placenta  had  continued  in  the 
womb,  he  obferves,  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  or 
no,  the  woman  might  have  had  twins , and  one  of 
the  foetus's  being  deftroyed,  or  dropt  without  her 
knowledge,  its  placenta  might  have  continued; 
or,  whether  or  no,  {he  was  with  child  before  this 
lafl  impregnation ; and  having  excluded  the  cm - 
brio  retained  the  placenta , as  many  times  happens; 

all 
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all  this  is  what  we  have  no  opportunity  here  to 
determine : at  lead,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt, 
that  after  the  exclufion  of  the  foetus  in  thefe  cafes, 
the  placenta  being  retained  fome  weeks  in  the 
uterus , contracting  to  its  former  dimenlions,  there- 
fore receives  the  figure  and  dimenlions  of  its  in- 
, ternal  cavity  ; but  if  one  of  the  forementioned 
placentulce  be  retained  for  a few  days  only,  it  be- 
comes more  compact  and  irregularly  figured  ; fo 
as  to  reprefent  fometimes  a frog , fometimes  a 
mole,  See . according  to  people’s  imagination.  — 
And  farther  concerning  the  origin  and  nature  of 
moles , our  author  fpeaks  as  follows : A mola  is 
faid  to  be  a fhapelefs  mafs  of  flefh,  deditute  of 
bones,  and  generated  from  a falfe  or  imperfect 
conception  ; but  if  this  be  true,  it  may  feetn 
wonderful,  that  fuch  fort  of  molas  fhould  be  dif- 
charged  from  fingle  young  women ; or,  at  leaf!, 
from  fuch  as  have  not  lain  under  the  lead  fufpi- 
cion : and  likewife'  old  women  have  been  ob- 
ferved  to  void  fuch  majfes  or  moles  as  thofe  be- 
fore-mentioned— It  frequently  happens,  he  fays, 
that  in  abortions,  after  the  foetus  is  excluded,  the 

S 2,  placenta 
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placenta  remains  behind,  not  only  for  weeks,  but 
even  for  months ; and  by  the  preffure  or  contrac- 
tion of  the  uterus , is  not  only  formed  agreeable 
to  the  cavity  of  that  vifeus,  but  is  alfo  frequently 
fo  much  indurated,  that  in  the  compa&nefs  of 
its  fubflance  it  much  exceeds  flefh,  and  may  be 
taken  for  a mola.  For  above  thefe  twenty  years 
paft,  fays  our  author,  it  has  been  enabled  by  the 
Sheriffs  and  Aldermen  of  this  city,  that  to  pre- 
vent further  misfortunes  in  Midwifery,  of  which 
there  are  many  great  complaints ; that  the  Col- 
lege of  Phyficians,  and  myfclf,  (liould  examine 
'all  the  midwives  admitted  to  pra&ife  within  the 
city  of  Amsterdam,  the  number  of  whom  was 
very  great:  I afke.d  almoft  every  one  of  them 
what  they  have  obferved  concerning  mola ; but 
none  of  them  could  give  us  an;y  account,  farther, 
than  that  they  were  firm  flcfhy  bodies,  which 
they  had  known  to  be  excluded  from  the  uterus  ; 
but  neverliving,  as  fome  imagined  : fometimes  far- 
comala,ox  flefliy  excrefccnces,  are  expelled  from  the 
uterus , which  are  miflaken  for  molce  ; lor  thus  1 call 
them,  fays  our  author,  becaufe  I never  couid  find 

any 
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any  tiling  in  them  but  flefli : and  fuch  excref- 
cences  as  thefe  I have  obferved  adhering  to  the 

I 

uterus  itfelf  by  a footftalk,  when  women  have 
been  in  labour;  but  at  thefe  we  need  not  be  at 
all  furprized,  lince  fuch  like  bodies  grow  out  even 
from  the  ftomach  and  bladder,  according  to  his 
obfervation.  It  is  therefore  highly  probable, 
that  the  moles  fo  often  talked  of  above,  are  nothing 
more  than  flefhy  excrefcences  of  the  uterus , like 
thofe  before-mentioned,  or  elfe  placenta  retained 
in  the  uterus , and  therefore  compreffed,  as  has 
been  before  obferved;  but  do  not  at  all  arife  from 
a bad  conception:  thus  far  Ruysch. — DioniS 
highly  reprobates  and  condemns  all  thofe  potions 
and  flops  made  ufe  of  by  midwives,  to  procure  the 
expulfion  of falfe  conceptions;  and  thofe  who  are 
defirous  of  more  on  this  fubje&,  may  confult  — 
The  Obfervations  of  Hildanus,  R.oonhuyse, 
Guillemeau,  lib.  de  Gravidit.  cap.  4,  Kirk- 
ringius  Sigismunda,  apud  Connor  in  DifT. 
Med.  Phyfic.  de  humani  Uteri  Sarcomata,  page 
57*  Saviard,  Obf.  36.  Bonetus  Sepulchret.  lib. 
3.  Se&.  37.  Forestus  de  Morbis  Mulierum, 
lib.  28,  Heister,  Smellie,  Burton,  See. 
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CASE  CL 


P.’s  Wife,  of  Leybourne,  near  this  town, 


being  at  the  full  period  of  geftation,  was  taken 
in  labour  the  nineteenth  of  June,  J 76S  ; 
fhe  had  no  appearances  to  fufpe£l  her  going 
with  twins ; but  from  the  unevennefs  of  her 
belly,  and  unufual  ffirrings  and  motions  inter- 
nally, fhe  was. inclined  to  believe  that  the  child 
prefented  wrong ; and  had  fo  deeply  imbibed 
this  prefumption,  that  it  was  difficult  to  perfuade 
her  to  the  contrary ; her  pains  were  very  flow, 
and  lafled  hut  a little  while.  I found  the  os 
tinea  in  a dilating  hate,  the  child  rightly 
fituated,  and  the  waters  beginning  to  gather  ; the 
pains  kept  growing  flronger  and  ftronger;  the 
hind  part  of  the  head  of  the  child  gradually 
emerged  from  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes , and 
was  very  foon  delivered:  though  the  child  was 
yery  fmail,  I did  not  at  firfl  fufped  another; 
but  the  recurrence  of  regular  labour  pains,  and 


the 
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the  funis  continuing  to  bleed  a longer  time  than 
ufual;  together  with  the  retention  of  the  pla- 
centa, were  concurrent  circumftances  to  enforce 
fuch  belief:  upon  placing  my  hand  on  the 

U 

parent’s  belly,  I found  the  fpace  between  the  flo- 
mach  and  navel,  as  large  as  if  fhe  had  not 
been  delivered;  and  then  by  palling  a linger  into 
the  os  uteri , plainly  difeovered  another  fet  of 
membranes , and  fomething  like  the  nates  prefenting 
thro  them ; I therefore  made  a ligature  on  the 
umbilical  chord  next  the  mother,  and  a proper  com- 
preffion  upon  the  abdomen  by  means  of  a large 
napkin,  the  pains  returned  regurlarly,  and  the 

i 

nates  defeended  to  the  os  externum : I carefully 
attended  to  the  proper  turns,  and  the  fecond 
child  was  foon  delivered.  After  waiting  more 
than  half  an  hour  for  the  feparation  of  the  pla- 
centa, and  an  incipient  hcemorrhage  appearing,  I 
gently  palled  my  hand  into  the  uterus , and 
with  fome  difficulty  difengaged,  and  delivered 
a prodigious  placenta , which  appeared  common 
to  both  children  • no  troublefome  complaint 

| whatever  emued,  and  the  woman  did  very  well 
in  the  ufual  time,  CASE 
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CASE  CII. 

In  the  night  of  the  third  of  September,  177 2, 
I was  fent  for  in  great  hade  to  the  abidance  of  a 
gipfey  woman,  who  was  in  labour  in  a barn, 
about  two  miles  diflant  from  this  town ; fhe  was 
a ftrong  healthy  woman,  and  had  borne  three 
children ; with  all  of  whom,  (he  informed  me, 
fhe  had  been  delivered  by  herfeif,  without  any 
kind  of  abidance,  had  always  had  eafy  la- 
bours, and  foon  got  well ; but,  that  fhe  had 
now  exceeded  her  reckoning  by  more  than  a 
month,  and  had  never  before  been  fo  big ; 
wherefore  die  had  entertained  the  opinion  of  her 
having  Twins:  the  force  of  labour  was  very 
"great,  the  child  prefented  right,  and  wras  foon 
expelled  by  the  natural  eborts;  a frefh  fet  of 
membranes  were  almod  indantaneoudy  forced 

down, 
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down,  and  I eafily  felt  the  feet  of  another  child 
through  them.  The  patient  having  received  foinc 
nourifhment,  I ruptured  the  membranes fccured 
the  feet,  brought  them  into  the  paffage,  and  ma- 

I 

naged  the  delivery  according  to  the  prefentation : 
after  waiting  near  an  hour  for  the  expul fion  of 
the  placenta , I cautiouily  moved  each  chord 
gently  from  fide  to  fide,  and  then  by  pulling  at 
them  both  at  the  fame  time,  and  the  patient  affift- 
ing  me  by  bearing  down  as  much  as  poffible,  the 

,1  • • r <*<*-*'  , , 

placenta , in  one  continuous  majs , was  brought 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  where  I found 
fome  refidance  from  the  contraction  of  the  oiifice  ; 
but  having  got  pretty  firm  hold,  foon  extra&ed 
them  entire,  and  found  them  flrongly  connetl- 
ed  to  each  other,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  with  the 
chorion  common  to  both  ; which,  in  Levret’s  opi^ 
nion,  is  frequently,  if  not  always  the  cafe.  The 
woman  was  fo  well  on  the  iixth  dav,  that  I met 
her  walking  in  the  high  road,  with  one  child  at 
her  bread,  and  the  other  tied  to  her  back.  In 
about  a fortnight  after  this  one  of  the  children 
died,  and  flic  brought  the  other  to  me,  that  I 


might 
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might  look  at  its  eyes,  as  flic  faid  fomething  co- 
vered them  like  a (kin,  and  the  child  had  not 

f 

feen  (Ince  it  was  born:  upon  examination,  I 
difcovered  a very  thin  filmy  coat,  which  occu- 
pied the  whole  (pace  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva,  and 
entirely  covered  the  pupils  of  both  eyes.  This  pre- 
ternatural fubflance  I eafily  removed,  by  palling 
under  it  a fmall  curved  needle,  and  a ligature,, 
which,  when  gently  pulled  forward,  I was  able  to 
feparate  with  the  points  of  a pair  of  fmall  flrait  fcif-- 
fars,  and  without  any  further  pain  or  trouble  to 
the  infant,  than  its  being  properly  confined  for  the 
operation:  beneath  this  filmy  coat,  the  globes  of 
both  eyes  appeared  clear  and  tranfparent:  and,, 
I prefume,  that  the  operation  fully  anfwered  the 
defign,  as  I neither  favv  or  heard  any  thing  of  the- 
matter  afterwards.  And  here,  I fhall  beg  per- 
million,  to  introduce  what  has  been  faid  by 
the  learned  Haller;  who,  after  many  reiterated 
"experiments  on  the  eyes  of  various  Jctlusts , gives 
us  his  ingenious  obfcrvations  on  a newly  difcoveied  j 
membrane  which  doles  the  pupils  of  the  eye  ir 

a foetus . 
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a fcetus : and  fays,  that  he  cannot  fee  why  this 
pupillary  web  fhould  not  be  ranked  amongft  the 
condant  organical  and  vafcular  membranes  of  the 
j foetus ; but  in  the  adult  it  waftes  away  : for  there 
are  not,  as  doubtlefs  there  ought  not  to  be,  the 
lead  remains  of  it  to  obdruft  the  entry  of  the 

rays  of  light  into  the  cornea:  further  experiments 

• 

on  Infants,  our  author  remarks,  may,  in  time, 
inform  us  at  what  age  this  membrane  difappears ; 
but  he  fufpecds  it  may  remain  fometimes  before  it 
is  fully  difeovered.  Th t foetus,  he  obferves,  can- 
not  fee,  as  it  would  be  altogether  needlefs;  nei- 
ther are  the  eyes  of  infants  at  once  properly  dif- 
pofed  to  receive  the  luminous  rays,  but  by  de- 
grees; it  is  therefore  probable,  that  this  mem- 
brane burfls  afunder  at  fird,  and  through  its  fup- 
plenefs  is  dilfolved  in  the  aqueous  humour,  where 
its  veffels  finally  give  way,  and  fo  it  comes 
to  difappear  entirely.  New-born  infants  can 
fee  nothing.  And,  he  reprefents  it  as  his 

opinion,  that  it  is  fome  weeks  before  the 
approach  of  a candle,  or  the  offer  of  fome 
injury  can  make  them  wink;  the  reafon  of  this 
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phaenotnonon,  fays  this  writer,  has  been  enquired 
into.  Monficur  Petit  aferibes  it  to  the  tliick- 
nels  and  wrinkles  of  the  cornea.  VideMemoiresde 
1’Academ.  des  Sciences,  vol.  5,  p.  727.  Bat  in  men, 
and  more  particularly  in  dogs,  the  cornea  is  tranf- 
parent;  and  in  the  foetus's,  which  were  the  fub- 
je&s  of  this  enquiry,  the  veffels  of  the  iris  were 
eafiiy  difeerned  through  it;  whence  it  (hould  ap- 
pear, that  fuch  a caufe  can  produce  no  great 
obflacle  to  the  rays,  therefore  we  are  to  fee  for 
fome  other.  The  eyes  of  new-whelped  puppies 
are  perfe£Uy  tranfparent,  but  their  eye-lids  are 

fhut  and  glued  together,  and  this  is  the  caufe  of 

\ 

their  blindnefs ; for  certain  it  is,  that  they  are 
deftitute  of  any  pupillary  membrane;  but  iu 
man,  and  even  in  the  foetus,  the  eye-lids  fimply 
approach  each  other,  without  any  thing  that  in 
reafon  can  obflrudt  vifon,  unlefs  it  be  the  red- 

difh  tinge  of  the  aqueous  liquor  and  our  pupillary 

% 

membrane;  becaufe,  in  the  firft,  the  cornea , tho* 
thick,  dues  not  intercept  the  rays'":  andMonfieui 

* Monf.  Petit  reprefents  the  Cornea  as  cloudy,  and  the  Cbr^/lal* 
line  as  opaque  j but  our  Author  aiHrjns  to  have  found  both  of  then, 
perfectly  tranfparent. 


Petit 
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Petit  himfelf  acknowledges,  that  he  has  fecn 
very  tranfparent  corneas;  the  red  tinge  of  the 
cornea  is  common  to  all  the  other  liquors  of  the 

foetus,  which  exhale  thofe  of  the  amnios , the  pc- 
, ritonaum , the  pericardium , and  the  tunica  vagi - 
I /h : and  alfo,  that  which  is  diflributed  all 
'throughout  the  whole  cellular  membrane;  and 
often  produces,  fays  our  author,  anafarcas  in  the 
head  of  foetus's,  are  all  of  them  conftantly  red* 
difh;  fo  that  their  canals  of  exhalation,  mud 
needs  be,  during  this  period,  pretty  wide;  which 
afterwards  clofe,  as  the  veffels  become  harder 
and  more  contra<ded. 


CASE 
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CASE  CIII. 


T 


HE  fubje£l  of  the  following  article,  was  a.^ 
woman,  of  Swanscombe,  in  this  county,  aged 


twenty- five ; fo  remarkably  healthy  from  her  in- 
fancy,  that  (he  had  hitherto  fcarcely  experiencec 
any  diforder.  The  Gentleman  who  had  beer 
retained  for  her  delivery,  informed  me,  that  ir 
the  beginning  of  her  pregnancy  (he  was  afflidlec: 

I 

with  pains  in  her  flomach,  attended  with  fre-: 


quent  vomitings,  which  continued  till  after  thcj 


fifth  month;  when  her  complexion,  which  ufec 
to  be  florid,  became  pale  and  fickly,  and  the 
whole  habit  was  foon  afterwards  Uucophlcgma- 
tic  and  anajarcous ; the  fwellings  of  her  legs 
thighs,  arms,  neck,  and  face,  were  to  great, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  flie  could  rife  from  th<  j 

bed ; fhe  complained  of  oppreffion  in  the  lungs  I 

anc 
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and  great  uneafinefs  or  fullnefs  in  the  pelvis ; the 
labour  began  very  untowardiy  in  the  morning  of 
the  gth  of  December,  1764,  and  continued  lin- 
gering all  that  day,  and  till  noon  of  the  next ; 

. the  prelentation  was  right,  the  vertex  being  per- 
ceptible  to  the  touch ; but  notwithftanding  a fe- 
ries  of  the  mod  fevere  pains  for  eight  hours  to- 
gether, when  they  flackened,  and  went  entirely 
• off*,  the  head  remained  lo  long  at  the  05  vngincc , 
that  he  was  at  length  refolved  to  affift  with  the 
forceps,  which  he  introduced  and  fixed,  without 
much  difficulty,  as  (he  laid  on  her  left  fide : as 
the  labour  pains  had  entirely  ceafed,  he  a&ed 
with  the  forceps  gently,  and  by  intervals,  in 
imitation  of  them  ; the  head  of  the  child  began 
!. to  extend  the  external  orifice:  lie  fupported  the 
perineum  with  his  left  hand,  brought  the  head 
t through  the  os  externum , removed  the  forceps, 
and  fin ifhed  the  delivery  of  the  child,  which 
was  born  alive;  the  child  was  very  (mail,  and 
not  in  the  leaft  marked  or  bruifed  with  the  for- 
ceps: after  waiting  a proper  time,  the  placenta 
remaining  fixed  and  immoveable,  he  palfed  his 

hand 
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hand  externally  upon  the  abdomen  of  the  patient, 
which  he  found  hard  and  prominent,  and  by 
the  touch  internally  foon  difcovered  the  mem- 
branes of  another  child,  diflended  with  the  wa- 
ters, and  prefenting  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis 
he  made  a ligature  upon  the  end  of  th t funis  next 
the  mother,  fupported  her  with  proper  nourifli* 
ment,  and  after  waiting  a reafonable  time,  and 
the  pains  not  recurring,  he  paffed  his  hand  up, 
ruptured  the  membranes,  and  finding  the  feet, 
prefently  delivered  the  child  as  in  preternatural 
cafes : after  the  delivery  of  the  firft  child,  he 
did  not  negleft  the  precaution  to  comprefs  the 
patient’s  belly  with  a napkin,  to  prevent  her 
fainting,  from  the  inanition  of  the  uterus ; and  I 
after  that  of  the  fecond,  he  dire&ed  the  com- 
predion  to  be  made  tighter.  It  was  morel 
than  an  hour,  he  fays,  before  he  could  effedl  the 
delivery  of  the  placenta,  which  were  joined  together  i 
in  one  large  bulky  mafs ; nor  did  he  accomplidl 
this  buGnefs  at  lad  without  the  affiilance  of  th< 
blunt  hook.  The  firfl  child  lived  three  w’ecks j 

but  the  fecond  died  foon  after  it  was  born,  anc 

th 
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the  woman  was  down  flairs  at  the  termination  of 
the  month,  and  as  free  from  the  anajarca , as  if 
(lie  had  never  filftained  any  fuch  complaint. 
She  went  to  live  in  Essex;  where,  as  this 
Gentleman  was  informed,  fhe  had  afterwards 
twins  twice  at  a birth ; and  during  the  periods  of 
'geflation  with  them,  had  no  dropfical  Jw tiling  what- 
ever; nor  could  he  hear  that  any  other  extraordi- 
I nary  circumflance  attended  her  then,  or  at  the  births 
of  the  children.  Dr.  Watts,  in  his  Reflexions  on 
Slow  and  Painful  Labours,  obferves,  that  Drop- 
fies,  during  pregnancy,  feldom  proceed  to  a 
greater  height  than  the  anajarca , thinks  the  milder 
-purgatives  may  be  ufed  with  fafety;  and  recom- 
mends veficatories  to  the  legs  as  remarkably  ef- 
fcfhial. 


CASE 
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CASE  CIV. 

On  the  firft  of  January,  1780,  I was  fent 

for  to  Mrs.  X.  of  B— , a few  miles  from 

hence : upon  examination,  I found  the  internal 

orifice  in  an  extenuating  Bate,  the  membranes 

were  filled  with  water,  and  formed  a tumour/ 

turgid  in  the  time  of  a pain,  and  flaccid  in  the 

interval ; but  I was  not  able  to  perceive  eithei 

the  head,  or  any  part,  through  the  membranes: 

the  pains  were  flow,  and  I iufpecled  the  cafi 

would  be  attended  with  fome  kind  of  embairafs- : 

ment:  it  was  a firfl  pregnancy,  and  the  patien  j 

was  remarkably  big  and  unwieldly ; had,  a 

times,  been  very  uneafy,  and  full  of  pains,  and; 

as  the  neighbours  told  me,  had  incrcafed  in  fiz1 

looner  than  common : and  fhe  faid,  that  ui  | 

had  often  felt  motions  in  different  parts  of  thf 

abdi  1 
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abdomen:  after  waiting  with  her  fome  hours,  with, 
out  any  addition  of  pains,  flic  fuddenly  com- 
plained of  being  very  wet:  and  upon  proper 
enquiry,  I was  amazed  to  find  in  the  paffage  the 
prefentation  of  iw0  hands ; which,  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  thumbs  and  palms,  I found  to  be 
both  right  hands,  and  accordingly  determined 
them  to  belong  to  two  different  children:  there- 
fore, that  which  approximated  neareft  in  the 
bum  of  the  pelvis,  became  my  fir  ft  objeci.  As 
file  had  had  no  flool  for  the  Jaft  twelve  hours, 

I prefcribed  her  an  emollient  clyfter:  foon  after 
the  operation  of  which,  the  patient  being  placed 
m a fuitable  pofition,  I pafTed  my  hand,  and  di- 
lecfted  my  fingers  along  the  back  of  the  firft  /«- 
tits,  till  1 found  one  foot;  the  extremity  of  which 
I traced  to  the  trunk,  and  by  that  means  was  able 
to  trace  the  other  back  again  to  the  fecond  foot : 
tins  I did  in  the  moll  cautious  and  gentle  man- 
ner, and  prefuming  that  I was  now  in  poffefficn 
of  the  feet  of  the  fains,  which  I had  went  in 
learch  of,  I brought  them  carefully  down ; ob- 
serving, as  much  as  was  in  my  power,  to  pre- 

T a . 
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vent  any  part  of  the  other  foetus  from  obtruding 
itfelf  into  the  pelvis,  fo  as  to  impede  the  work 
which  I had  begun  ; and  the  better  to  effe£l  this 
purpofe,  I made  a noofe  with  a flrong  garter, 
mounted  it  upon  the  points  of  the  fingers  of  one 
hand,  contrafled  into  a conical  form,  and  introdu- 
ced it  in  fuch  a manner,  that  by  being  drawn 
tight  with  my  other  hand,  I was  able  to  fix 
it  above  the  ancles;  and  being  at  intervals  affifled 
by  the  contraflion  of  the  uterus,  in  about  twenty 
minutes  I fafely  accomplifhed  the  delivery  of 
the  firft  child;  the  placenta  of  which  fepara- 
ted,  and  came  away  fpontaneoufly,  in  five  mi- 
nutes after  the  birth;  an  unlucky  occurrence, 
which  was  almoft  immediately  followed  by  a co- 
pious flooding;  the  patient  foon  funk  under  it,  and 
I was  really  afraid  would  have  expired  before  the 
delivery  of  the  fecond  child,  which  I found 
low  down  in  the  pelvis,  prefenting  with  its  right 
hand  and  foot ; the  woman  being  in  a fainting 
fit,  and  the  refiflance  of  the  parts  in  a great  mea^ 
Pure  loft,  I paffed  by  the  hand,  recovered  the 

unprefenting  foot,  joined  it  to  that  in  the  paf- 
- , fage, 
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fage,  brought  them  down  together,  and  delivered 
the  child  according  to  the  rules  heretofore  obferved 
in  fuch  cafes,  taking  care  that  a proper  compref- 
• ^on  was  made  on  the  abdomen , to  prevent  the 
confequences  which  might  otherwife  have  enfued, 
from  too  fuddenly  emptying  the  uterus , which 
had  long  fuftained  fo  confiderable  a diftenlion ; 
both  the  children  were  ftrong  and  hearty,  and 
not  fo  fmali  as  twins  ufually  are  ; the  remain* 
ing  placenta , on  account  of  the  perilous  fituation 
of  the  mother,  I thought  it  right  to  extras  with 
all  poflible  expedition,  which  was  loon  effected ; 
the  hemorrhage  hopped,  the  patient  came  to 
her  fenfes,  and  had  no  return  of  the  flux  ; yet 
having  loft  more  blood  than  her  conftitution 
could  well  bear,  fhe  a long  time  continued  faint 
and  weak,  and  did  not  thoroughly  recover  her 
ftrength  for  fome  months.  I he  bad  confecjuences 
which  enfued  upon  the  expulfion  of  the  firft  pla~ 
unta,  evinces  the  degree  of  caution,  which  fhould 
invariably  be  made  ufe  of  in  our  endeavours  to 
extra#  it  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  more 
particularly  fo  in  cafes  of  T'wihs % 


CASE 
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CASE  CV, 

I.N  the  forenoon  of  the  29th  of  September, 
1781,  I was  fent  for  to  a Butchers  Wife  at 
Wrotham,  whofe  labour  had  begun  the  pre- 
ceding evening;  when  the  midwife,  who  ufu- 
ally  attended  her,  had  been  called  in  to  her 
affiftance,  (lie  informed  me,  that  the  pains  had 
returned  very  regularly,  from  the  time  flic  was 
taken,  till  about  fix  o’  clock  in  the  morning, 
when  the  waters  broke,  apd  file  difeovered  that 
the  child  came  wrong ; by  finding  one  of  its  feet 
in  the  paffage,  without  attempting  any  thing,  (lie 
had  waited  the  return  of  the  pains,  to  fee  if  the 
child  would  advance  in  that  fituation ; but  in  a 

I 

little  while,  perceiving  that  the  firing  prolapftd 
and  protruded  farther  and  farther  before  it,  at 
every  pain,  flic  defired  that  other  afhflance  might 
be  fought  for : in  the  mean  time,  flic  contented  her- 

felf  ' 
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frlf  with  endeavouring  to  pufh  up  the  firing,  and 
replace  it,  but  could  not  fucceed  in  her  attempts  : 
upon  examination,  I found  one  foot,  one  hand, 
and  the  funis , confiderably  prolapfed,  and  hang- 
ing down  fome  inches  before  them,  quite  out  of 
the  os  externum  ; it  was  cold,  and  without  the 
lead  pulfation:  and,  as  the  meconium  continued 
to  be  difeharged  in  large  quantities,  I enter- 
tained not  the  lead  doubt  of  the  child s death: 
however,  I did  not  immediately  give  my  opini- 
on, nor  attempt  to  deliver  the  patient;  as  the 
midwife  dood  charged  with  accufations  of  neg- 
lefl  and  want  of  fkill,  I thought  it  but  right  to 
exculpate  her  from  fucli  charges  to  the  utmod  of 
my  power:  a fecond  examination  confirmed  my 
fird  opinion  relative  to  the  child’s  death,  and 
determined  me  upon  immediate  delivery.  From 
the  Hi  dory  I had  gathered  of  her  former  delive- 
ries, there  was  no  doubt  to  be  made  of  a well- 
formed  pelvis  ; the  os  internum  was  fully  dilated, 
and  as  fhe  laid  on  her  left  fide,  I introduced 
my  hand,  properly  lubricated,  with  a view  to 
difpolTefs  the  hand  which  offered,  of  its  pre- 
fent  fituation,  by  pufbing  it  up,  and  paffing  by 

Tr 
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it  in  fearch  of  the  other  foot ; but  foon 
after  the  introdu&ion  of  my  hand,  perceiving 
the  a&ion  of  the  uterus  coming  on,  I laid 
my  hand,  which  was  before  in  a conical  form, 

• / t 

as  flat  as  poffible,  left  any  part  of  the  uterus 
fhould  be  injured  by  my  knuckles,  and  did  not 
proceed  till  it  was  over : I then  renewed  my  at- 
tempt, and  not  without  fome  difficulty,  the  uterus 
being  contracted  in  a longitudinal  form,  could 
but  juft  reach  the  knee  belonging  to  the  other 
foot : I therefore  thought  it  mod  expedient  to 
bend  the  knee  cautioufly,  and  thus  bring  down 
the  leg  and  foot  together:  after  which  I was 
able  to  fecure  both  the  feet  together,  and 
proceed  in  the  delivery,  not  altering  the  pa- 
tient’s pofture,  till  the  child  was  advanced  to  the 
hips;  when  I found  it  expedient  that  (he  (hould 

1 

lie  on  her  back,  that  I might  with  more  eaie 
turn  the  belly  of  the  child  to  the  back  of  the 
mother:  this  being  effected,  I proceeded  in  the 
bu fine fs  until  the  head  defeended,  and  entered 
into  the  os  externum;  when  I inclined  the  body  of 
the  child  to  the  belly  of  its  mother,  carefully 
guarded  the  perinaum , and  proceeding  {lowly, 


accom- 


I 
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accomplifhed  the  birth ; the  placenta  fcparated 
1 1'oon  and  very  eafily,  and  I happily  left  the 
woman  in  a very  good  way.  Were  I to  make  a 
reflexion  upon  this  cafe,  1 fhould  not  in  the  lead 

I 

hefitate  to  fuppofe,  that  this  child  was  entirely 
loft  by  delay,  and  would  in  all  human  probabi- 
lity have  been  faved,  had  any  experienced  prac- 
titioner been  at  hand  when  the  membranes  firft 
broke ; yet  I find  no  caufe,  in  the  Icaft,  for  cenfu- 
ring  the  midwife,  whofe  province  it  was  to  aft  as 
fhe  did  ; and  fhe  defcrved  more  commendation  for 
referring;  the  bufmefs  to  a Man-Midwife,  than 
by  hazarding  her  own  charafter  on  a procefs 
which  fhe  did  not  underfland.  A cafe  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  the  foregoing,  occurred  to  me 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  firft  of  March  laft, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  I was  luckily 
prefent  at  the  breaking  of  the  membranes,  when 
the  funis  fuddenly  prolapfed  into  the  vagina , and 
prefented  with  the  left  hand  and  foot ; whereupon 
I accomplifhed  the  delivery  with  all  convenient 
expedition,  without  the  leaft  injury  to  either 
: the  mother  or  child,  who  both  did  well. 


case; 
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CASE  CVI. 


Mr. 


a Gentleman  of  abilities  in  his 


profeffion,  has  informed  me,  that  in  the  month 
of  September,  1777,  he  was  fent  for  to  a pa- 
tient, who  had  always  been  fubje£l  to  JpaJmodic 
affe&ions  of  the  nervous  fyflem,  but  more  parti- 
cularly fo  during  her  pregnancy ; he  had  relaxed 
the  fpafms  by  venefe&ion;  flrengthening  the 
nervous  fyflem  by  tonics,  and  by  warm  hyfleric. 
medicines : although  fhe  had  mifearried  twice 
before,  fhe  was  now  brought  to  her  full  period  of 
geliation,  and  was  in  labour;  file  complained 
of  ficknefs,  horripilation,  frequent  mi&urition, 
pains  of  the  back  and  loins;  the  membranes 
were  propelled  in  the  form  of  a foft  flu£luating 
bag:  after  fome  hours  they  broke,  and  the  foetus 
defeended,  and  was  delivered  by  the  natural  ef- 
forts* 
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)rts:  after  a moderate  refpite  from  pain,  the 
Uru'  renewed  its  contra&ions,  and  the  fccun- 
incs  were  delivered,  feemingfy  whole  and  entire; 
ut  the  woman  continued  hot  and  reftlefs,  and  in 
ain,  upon  which  he  gave  her  the Jaline  draughts , 
!dth  elixir  par  ego  ri  cum ; notwithflanding  which 
ibc  had  a fleeplefs  night,  and  early  the  next  morn- 
ng,  after  a very  {harp  pain,  was  delivered  of 
foetus , which  was  perfecMy  well  (haped,  about 
wo  inches  in  length,  of  the  female  fex,  and 
vhicji  he  preferved  in  fpirits.  The  patient  now 
;rew  eaficr,  had  fome  refiefhing  reft,  and  re- 
covered  her  hrength  in  the  ufual  time.  He 
inquired  very  particularly  concerning  the  hate 
ihe  was  in  about  the  third  and  fourth  month; 
out  could  not  difeover  any  one  caufe  or  circum* 
.lance,  to  which,  except  the  hylleric  complaints 
before  fpoke  of,  he  could  attribute  this  fmgular 
phxnomenon. 


CASE 


CASE  CVII. 


T . I 

JL  HE  fame  Gentleman  alfo  informs  me,  tha 
an  ingenious  Surgeon  of  his  acquaintance,  inSus 
sex,  was  fent  for  to  a healthful  woman,  in  August 
1775,  who  had  four  days  before  been  delivered  of 
child  by  a midwife : it  was  her  firfl  labour,  and  a 
there  was  no  recurrence  of  pains  after  the  deli 
very,  there  was  not  the  lead  fufpicion  of  am 
thing  being  left  in  the  uterus ; but  fhe  was  fud 
denly  feized  with  a flooding,  and  fainted  away 
upon  coming  to  her,  he  examined  and  found  1 
fubftance  filling  up  the  palfage,  which,  with  the 
help  of  his  fingers,  as  it  was  pretty  low  down, 
he  foon  delivered;  and  upon  examination,  found 
it  a Imall  foetus  in  its  bag,  and  with  the  mem- 
branes entire ; he  weighed  it  altogether,  and 
found  it  lour  ounces  and  a half  troy  weight; 

uport ' 
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m taking  the  foetus  out  of  the  bag,  it  appeared 
tty  well  formed,  of  a white  pellucid  colour, 
l its  eyes,  nofe,  mouth,  ears,  limbs,  fingers, 
sf  and  privities,  all  diflin£l;  it  was  a female: 

I upon  enquiry,  he  found  that  the  woman  had 
, eived  a fall  down  flairs  about  the  end  of  the 

* rth  month ; by  which  fhe  had  very  much 
aifed  the  right  fide  of  the  abdomen  ; but  had 

I I blood  from  her  arm,  and  foon  recovered  from 
p accident;  he  did  not  preferve  the  fecundines , 

t the  foetus  he  put  in  fpirits,  and  gave  it  to 
y friend,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  prefent  it 
. me,  and  I have  it  now  by  me.  The  ingenious 
athor  of  Letters  on  the  Force  of  Imagination  in 
egnant  women,  tells  us  of  a woman,  who  was 
tppily  brought  to  bed  of  a well-fhaped  child ; 
id  was,  at  the  fame  time,  delivered  of  a little 
i nbrio,  extremely  flattened,  and  of  no  more  than 

• vo  thumbs  length;  its  flefh  appeared  like  a 
nembrane ; but  the  head,  the  body,  and  the  ex- 

emities,  could  be  eafily  diftinguifhed. 


CASE 
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, CASE  CVIII. 

T 

AM  alfo  indebted  to  the  friendly  informatio 
of  the  before-mentioned  acquaintance,  for  a caft 
which  occurred  to  him  upon  the  29th  of  Au 
gust,  1780;  the  patient  had  a flow  and  tedious 
but  fafe  delivery  of  the  child;  and  upon  hi 
proceeding  to  tie  the  funis  as  ufual,  he  perceivec 
it  to  be  double,  he  therefore  made  a ligature  upoi 
both  the  chords,  and  divided  them  with  the  fcif 
fais  ; the  placenta  followed  in  proper  time,  and  h( 
prefer ved  it  with  both  its  chords  as  a great  curio* 
fity.  Inhis  Obf.  Rar.  Cent,  prior.  Obf.  75.  Schol. 
p.  332.  ex  Ephemer.  German.  Cornelius  Stal- 
wart Vander  Wiel  relates  the  cafe  of  a child 
which  had  two  navel  firings , and  two  placentas : 
and  Schurigius,  in  his  Embrymolog.  p.  g5.  tells 
us  of  a child,  that  was  born  in  1708.  “ Ex  cu- 

'*  jus 
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44  jus  unico  umbilico  duae  cordas  umbilicalis  cum 
44  duplici  infertione  in  placentam  prodierunt.” 
And  Stalpert  fays,  “ De  Geminis,  quorum 
44  fmguli  quidem  utcbantur  umbilicali  funiculo, 

* “ Sc  tertio  infuper  comuni  erant  donati.”  Thefe 
are  very  rare  inftances  indeed,  one  funis  umbili- 
calis being  common  to  one  child ; and  many  of 
the  oldeft  practitioners  in  Midwifery,  have  neither 
feen  or  met  with  an  inflance  to  the  contrary ; yet, 
that  fuch  in  fiances  do  fometimes  happen,  wc 
know  from  the  raoft  indubitable  authority. 


CASE 


CASE  CIX. 


I 


HAVE  been  told  by  a Surgeon  in  Oxford- 
fhire,  of  long  experience  in  Midwifery,  that  in 
June,  1766,  a poor  woman,  at  a village,  near 
the  town,  where  he  refided,  had,  without  any 
evident  caufe,  for  feveral  weeks,  a flight  flood- 
ing; fometimes  for  a day  or  two  together,  fhe 
found  little  or  nothing  of  it,  and  then  it  returned 
again ; but  never  in  fo  profufe  a manner,  as  to 
make  her  faint:  at  length  her  labour  came  on,  and 
fhe  fent  for  a midwife,  who  was  extremely  igno- 
rant, and  finding  the  placenta  in  the  mouth  of 
the  womb,  concluded  it  to  be  fome  part  of  the 
child ; which  fhe  roughly  laid  hold  of,  pulled 
forward,  and  entirely  feparated  both  that  and 
the  Jccundine*  from  the  womb,  and  at  the  fame 
time  tore  away  the  firing,  and  broke  it,  as  it  ap- 
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peared  afterwards  clofe  to  the  belly  of  the  childj; 
the  woman  did  not  flood  fo  much  as  might  have 
been  expelled  from  the  alarming  fituation  to 
.which  flie  was  reduced;  her  a ffi  Rant  being  em- 
barraffed,  and  not  knowing  how  to  extricate 
herfelf  from  the  date  to  which  her  temerity 
had  reduced  her  ; the  hufband  of  the  patient 
applied  to  the  parifli  officers  for  leave  to 
procure  a AI  a n - M i d w i f e ; which  having 
obtained,  he  made  what  hade  he  could  to 
the  houfe  of  this  Surgeon,  who  unluckily  hap- 
pened to  be  fome  miles  from  home  at  that  time : 
however,  the  man  went  after  him,  found  him, 
and  brought  him  to  his  wife;  five  hours  were 
elapfed  from  the  time  that  the  placenta  had 
been  thus  torn  away;  and  although  the  hamor - 
rhage  continued,  yet  it  fortunately  had  not 
increafed  to  any  very  dangerous  degree:  he 
found  the  pulfe  rather  weak  ; the  patient  confi- 
dently depending  on  his  affidance  to  fave  her 
life;  the  belly  of  the  child  ptcfenting,  and  the 
os  tinea  diffidently  dilated;  the  labour  pains 
had  much  abated  for  the  two  lad  hours, 
Vol.  If.  y and 
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and  had  now  quite  ceafed:  he  ordered  an 

emollient  clyfler  to  empty  the  return;  and 
the  filnation  of  the  child  being  fufficiently 
indicated  by  the  ends  of  the  fhort  ribs  and 
privities,  he  placed  the  woman  in  a proper 
pofition,  introduced  his  hand  in  a fmall  co- 
nical form,  flipped  it  along  the  belly  of  the foe- 
tus, brought  down  its  feet,  and  fafeiy  delivered  it 
in  about  ten  minutes  time.  The  funis  appeared  to 
have  been  entirely  lacerated,  from  its  infertion  into 
the  abdomen  ; but  had  not  bled  greatly  ; he  applied 
dry  lint  upon  the  wound,  and  over  that  a fmall 
comprefs  and  flannel  roller;  the  child  was  ra- 
ther languid  at  firfl,  but  in  a few  days  recovered, 
and  was  quite  hearty;  and  the  wound  of  the.  navel 
was  perfectly  healed  in  about  a fortnight.  J he 
efcape  of  the  patient,  which  he  had  thus  providen- 
tially refeued  from  the  hands  of  conlummate  ig- 
norance, in  a cale,  which  is  ever  one  of  the  mofi  i 
melancholy  that  can  pofflbly  happen  in  the  obfle- 
tric  line;  and  w'hich,  at  all  times  demands  the  I 
grcaicft  experience,  perfpicuity,  and  care,  from  H 
motives  of  humanity,  obliged  this  Gentleman,  to 
take  fuch  meafurcs  as  cffe&ually  obviated  all 

future 
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future  danger,  which  might  occur  from  the  hands 
of  fo  rafh,  and  un-inftru&ed  a woman  pra&iti- 
oner.  In  the  foregoing  inftance,  we  are  fur- 
* nifhed  with  a proof,  how  far  the  foetus  in 

i 

utero  depends  upon  its  own  circulation.  Dr* 
Burton,  after  feveral  obfervations  on  this  fub- 
je&,  from  his  own  experience,  and  the  writings 
of  others,  concludes,  that  if  the  navel  firing  is 
broke  a very  little  time  before  birth,  even  for  a 
day  or  two,  the  foetus  may  continue  fo  long  in 
life  without  any  fupplies  of  nourifhment,  as  well 
as  it  does  feveral  days  after  birth ; though  no- 
thing could  pafs  out  of  its  ftomach  into  its  guts, 
to  nourifh  it:  and  continues  our  author,  the  pro- 
bability of  a child’s  living  in  the  womb  fo  long 
without  nourifhment  as  I mention,  is  certainly 
much  greater  than  that  it  fhould  continue  in  life 
for  days,  weeks,  or  months,  after  the  waters 
have  been  evacuated,  and  continued  to  be  con- 
ftantly  difeharged ; as  Mauriceau,  and  others 
have  mentioned.  Vide,  An  Ellay  on  the  Nutri- 
tion of  the  foetus  in  uterot  by  Mr.  John  Gibson, 
Surgeon,  at  Leith  ; and  alfo,  the  Medical  Effays 

and  Obfervations,  vol.  i.  art.  13. 

U 2 


CASE 


CASE  CX. 

HE  twenty-firfl  of  Apkil,  1773,  a mid- 
wife feat  for  me  to  affifl  in  the  delivery  of  a 
Farmer’s  wife,  with  whom  fhe  had  been  engaged 
a longtime:  it  was  the  womans  firfl  labour;  the 
cs  tincce  had  opened  very  flowly,  but  was  now  well 
dilated  ; the  head  had  entered  the  brim  of  the  pd- 
vis;  the  vertex  prefentcd;  the  membranes  had  broke 
three  hours  before  my  arrival ; after  which  the 
pains  continued  regular  and  forcible,  and  patience 
feemed  to  be  the  only  fure  guide  in  a cafe  which 
promifed  fo  fairly  ; and  it  happened  accordingly, 
that  in  lefs  than  two  hours  the  child  was  fafely 
delivered,  and  the  placenta  excluded  in  a few  mi- 
nutes after;  yet  the  pains  continued  to  recur  to 
as  great  a degree  as  ever,  which  induced  me  fir  ft 
to  examine  the  abdomen , and  next  the  uterus, 

upon 
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upon  the  prefumption,  that  there  yet  remained 
another  child ; but  Toon  perceiving  that  was 
not  the  cafe,  I was  at  a lofs  to  account  for  this 
unufual  circumftance,  any  o,therwife  than  fup- 
pofing  the  fi efh  acceffions  of  pain  to  be  occahon- 
cd  by  ccagiuci  retained  in  the  uterus:  I therefore 
t 3gam  carefully  palled  my  hand,  well  lubricated, 
up  the  vagina  to  the  os  internum ; which,  altho’ 
fo  open,  on  my  firft  effort  of  enquiry,  as  to  have 
eafily  admitted  my  two  fingers,  was  now  fo' 
clofely  contra&ed,  that  I fhould  have  found  it 
difficult  to  have  found  admittance  for  one;  and 
finding  no  abfolute  occafion  for  forcible  dilata- 
tion, I withdrew  my  hand,  and  contented  my*, 
felf  with  giving  the  patient  a pill,  with  half  a 
grain  of  opium ; but  this  not  anfwering  any  end 
at  all,  and  the  pains  recurring  fafler,  and  more 
fevere ; I doubled  the  quantity,  and  gave  four 
grains  in  the  fpace  of  eight  hours  before  it  had 
the  defired  effe&  ; (he  at  length  flept  three  hours, 
mth  now  and  then  a flight  interruption  of  pain  ; 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  pains  recurred  as 
/iolent  as  ever,  and  I think,  rather  quicker  and 
Ironger,  than  they  had  done  at  firft;  upon 

| ^ 3 which 
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which  I had  again  recourfe  to  the  opium , and 

$ 

at  the  fame  time  applied  fomentations  of  bran 
and  water  in  bladders,  renewed  as  often  as  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  parts  affe&ed ; by  which  treatment^ 
after  fome  little  time,  flic  was  greatly  relieved: 
the  pains  did  not  wholly  abate,  but  returned  at 
longer  periods,  at  length  went  entirely  off,  and  fhe 
got  pretty  well  by  the  end  of  the  month.  She  was 
brought  to-bed  again  the  29th  of  October,  1774; 
the  delivery  was  natural,  and  the  placenta  foon 
loofened  and  came  away,  but  the  pains  returned, 
to  full,  as  great  a degree,  as  they  had  done 
before ; and  after  fome  time,  were  relieved  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  in  the  former  inflance.  In 
December,  1775,  fhe  was  brought  to-bed  a third 

time,  and  was  delivered  bv  a midwife;  who  find- 

# * 

ing  the  pains  continue  very  bad,  after  the  child  and 
placenta  were  both  delivered,  concluded  there  mud 
be  another  child,  or  fomething,  left  behind,  which 
fhould  not  be;  (lie  therefore  introduced  her  hand, 
w ith  great  pain  to  the  woman,  into  the  uterus ; but 
finding  nothing  there  to  confirm  her  fufpicion, 
withdrew  it:  however,  by  this  rough  and  violent 
treatment,  a flooding  was  brought  on;  I was 

i 

i-.  cun- 


C s95  ] 

confulted,  and  it  had  very  nearly  coll  the  poor 
woman  her  life ; file  was  a great  while  before  (he 
got  quite  well,  and  fince  that  time  has  not  a^ain 
been  pregnant.  This  is  not  the  only  cafe  in  the 
■ courfeof  my  profeffion,  where  I have  feen  much 
I danger  enfue  from  fimilar  practices ; which,  for 
fome  particular  reafons,  I (hall  at  prefent  forbear 
to  recite,  and  hope  every  in  fiance  of  the  kind 
may  furnifh  cautions  in  future.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
feived,  that  the  patient,  whofe  cafe  I have  here 
related,  is  of  a delicate,  nervous  habit,  and  was 
always  fubjeft  to  * painful  menftruation  ; by  which 
her  health  had  been  much  impaired  ; hence,  we 
fee,  that  the  recurrence  of  labour  pains,  are 
not  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  infallible  and  certain 
criterion  of  another  child,  after  the  delivery  of 
the  firft ; and,  that  they  fhould  not  haftily  be 
imputed  to  that  caufe,  lefi  our  efforts,  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  may  prove  highly  prejudicial  to 
the  patient. 

* Anodynes  are  here  the  plain  indications  of  Cure;  and  it  is  a juft 
oblervation  of  the  late  learned  Dr.  Fothekgjll,  that  in  this  cafe 
they  ihould  be  given  early,  as  it  requires  much  lefs  of  an  opiate  to  ob-^ 
ivrate  pain,  than  to  quiet  it  when  acute.  Vide  Med.  Obf.  & Enq  vol  c 
?.  184.  *5' 
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CASE  CXI. 

]R 

-OEING  called  cne  morning  early  in  June, 
i 775,  the  midwife  informed  me  that  fhe  had  de- 
livered Mrs.  E— - — • that  no  uncommon  cir- 
cumftance  attended  the  labour,  which  was  natu- 
ral, and  foon  over,  and  that  the  placenta  had 
come  away  of  itfelf  in  a few  minutes  after  the 
birth  of  the  child : but,  that  the  pains  had  ne- 
verthelefs  continued,  and  fhe  had  found  out  by 
the  motions , which  were  manifefl  to  the  woman, 
and  which  fhe  herfelf  had  felt  by  putting  her 
band  upon  her  belly,  that  there  was  another 
child  ; but  upon  examining  the  womb  internallv, 
(lie  faid,  it  was,  fituated  fo  high  up,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  feel  any  part  of  it;  but,  that  Jhe 
was  certain  there  was  another  child : now  this 
woman,  it  was  plain,  had  not  attended  to  the 

ufuai 
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ufual  diminution  of  the  belly  ; fhe  had,  I found, 
introduced  her  hand  into  the  womb,  and  by  that 
means  given  the  woman  extreme  pain ; but,  even 
then,  fhe  was  not  convinced  of  her  miftake  ; but 
judging  from  the  motions  before-mentioned,  obfti- 
nately  perfifted  in  the  opinion  of  there  being  ano- 
, ther  child  behind.  I perceived  the  child  that  was 
born  to  be  as  large  as  fingle  children  ufually  are ; 
the  uterine  tumour  was  fenfibly  diminifhed,  and  by 
applying  my  hand  externally  on  the  abdomen , 
felt  the  uterus  between  the  umbilicus  and  pubes 
contracted  like  a circumfcribed  ball,  of  the  ufual 
(ize  after  a common  delivery : I next  carefully 
introduced  a finger  into  the  uterus , and 
found  it  entirely  emptied  of  its  contents  : and 
then  informed  the  midwife  that  her  fufpi- 
cions  were  groundlefs,  which  fhe  feemed 
reluCiantly  to  believe ; but  the  event  proved 
my  determination  to  be  juft,  and  that  file  had 
mi  (taken  the  motions  of  the  uterus , generally 
confequent  upon  its  contra&ion  after  delivery, 
for  thofe  of  another  child;  in  which  belief  fhe 
had  been  fupported  by  the  imaginations  of  the 

mother  ^ 
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mother:  in  every  cafe,  after  delivery,  by  apply- 
ing the  hand  externally,  the  diminution  of  the 
belly,  and  fize  of  the  uterine  tumour , will  always 
guard  us  againft  errors  of  this  nature ; and  thus 
a competent  knowledge  maybe  formed  of  the  pre- 
mises by  any  perfon  but  flightly  verfed  in  the 
Practice  of  Midwifery.  I knew,  a particular 
in  (lance,  where  the  uterus  was  miftaken  for 
another  child ; and  the  efforts  made  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  were  productive  of  a flooding 
and  a violent  fever,  from  which  the  woman 
recovered  with  much  difficulty.  — — In  the 
Practical  Observations  of  Ruysch,  he  fays, 
**  Whether  or  no,  the  uterus  in  women,  who  are 
not  with  child,  has  a motion  upward  or  down- 
ward, as  many  Authors  would  have  us  believe, 
is  a question  not  neceflary  for  me  to  decide,  be- 
ing not  only  Studious  of  brevity,  but  alfo  dcfi- 
rous  to  acquaint  the  Reader  with  nothing  but 
what  comes  vouched  upon  my  own  experience: 
but  bv  the  wav,  I mufl  own,  that  it  not  a little 
furprizes  me,  to  fee  fom$  Authors  aferibe  fo 

great 
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great  a motion  to  the  uterus , as  that  it  fhould  be 
able  not  only  to  force  the  diaphragm  upward; 
but,  as  they  believe,  to  afeend  alfo  up  to  the 
throat.  Others  perfuade  themfelves,  that  the 
* uterus  afeends  to  the  pracordia,  as  being  dry,  in 
; order  to  moiften  itfelf,  fuppofing  the  liver  to  be 
the  fountain  of  radical  moiflure,  to  partake  of 
which  the  uterus  therefore  afeends  to  the  liver: 
but  leaving  tliefe  trifling  conjc&ures,  which  are 
fb  abfurd,  as  to  fall  to  the  ground  without  any 
oppofition  ; I can  affirm  myfelf,  to  be  more  than 
certain,  that  the  uterus  moves  itfelf  greatly  in 
the  time  of  parturition,  and  that  all  the  natural 
throws  in  the  delivery,  depend  almoft  entirely 
upon  the  uterus ; and,  that  thefe  throws,  or  en- 
deavours, of  the  uterus  to  contra#,  do  very  of- 
ten continue  fo  violently  after  the  birth , that  the 
womb  has  inverted  itfelf,  and  proiapfed  out  of 
the  body:  I have  experienced  a few  hours  after 
the  birth  in  fome  women,  that  the  motions  of 
the  uterus  has  been  fo  very  evident,  that  the  mid- 
wives, and  even  the  woman  herfelf,  have  often  told 
me,  that  there  was  flill  another  foetus  remain- 


[ 300  1 

ing  in  the  womb : in  this  cafe,  I have  applied 
my  hand  to  the  abdomen , and  perceived  (uch  a 
conliderable  motion , as  removed  my  hand  like  a 
foetus ; and  has  even,  fometimes,  fo  elevated  the 
uterus  on  one  fide  or  the  other,  as  to  occafion  a 
round  and  hard  tumour , which,  any  one,  not 
well-experienced,  would  have  taken  for  the  head 

of  an  infant : and  foon  after  I have  obferved  the 

< 

fame  motion  on  the  oppofite  fide ; fometimes  I 
have  imagined  that  I have  felt  the  knee ; fome-- 
times  the  cheeks , See.  as  in  women  big  with 
child,  and  near  the  time  of  their  delivery:  but 
after  having  introduced  my  hand  into  the  uterus , 
I have  found  that  it  was  not  a foetus,  but  the  womb 
itfelf. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXII. 

A 

POOR  travelling  woman,  who  had  been 
delivered  by  herfelf  in  an  out-houfe,  in  the  pa- 
nfli  of  Addington;  and  who,  from  fome  un- 
guarded expreffions  uttered  againft  the  child, 
Ihould  it  be  born  alive,  was  fufpefled  of  delin- 
quency ; at  the  requelt  of  the  parifh  officers,  be- 
came the  fubjeft  of  my  immediate  care  and  enqui- 
ry : it  was  fome  hours  after  her  delivery  that  I firft 
faw  her;  fhe  was  then  feverifh  and  light-headed, 
and  talked  incohetently  of  having  murdered  her 
child,  and  hid  it;  the  concealment  of  the  child 
principally  aggravated  the  circumftances  againft 
iher:  accordingly  a fearch  was  made,  and  the  child, 
together  with  th t funis  and  placenta,  unfeparated, 
were  found  under  fome  loofe  ft  raw  in  one  corner  of 

the 
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the  building:  the  child  appeared  to  be  full-grown, 
and  was  a girl ; fome  impcrfeft  marks,  as  of  a 
firing,  or  cord,  appeared  round  its  neck,  but  were  fo 
little  indented  and  difcoloured,  as  to  make  it  hard 
to  fay,  whether  they  were  abfolutely  marks  of  vio- 
lence or  not ; and  therefore,  it  was  utterly  impoffible 
to  determine  that  the  child  was  really  firangled  : a 
fate,  which  it  feemed,  the  mother  had  been  often 
heard  to  denounce  againfl  it ; but  notwithflanding 
fome  appearances  might  have  led  to  the  belief  of  its 
having  been  born  alive,  I would  by  no  means 
undertake  to  aver  that  to  have  been  the  cafe : | 
the  mofl  extraordinary  matter  that  I could  difeo-  i 
ver  was,  the  contortion  of  the  funis  umbilicalis , 

^ , • r f I 

which  appeared  twilled  like  a jack  line,  and  was  I 
almofl  as  hard ; the  circumference  of  it  did  not 
exceed  two-thirds  of  an  inch  ; and  within  two 
inches  of  its  extremity,  next  tiie  navel,  it  had  a 
Jcirrkous-like  fubflance,  which  was  very  callous, 
and  fo  large,  that  I had  not  the  leafl  doubt  of  itsi 

O 1 

having  been  fufficient  to  obflru6l  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  thro’  the  chord . It  was  thought  pro- 
per to  employ  a Coroner's  Inquefl  on  the  occa- 

fion; 
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fion  ; and  the  Jury  having  given  in  their  Verdicf, 
that  it  was  Murder,  the  woman,  as  foon  as  file 
was  able,  was  removed  to  the  county  jail ; when; 
,‘the  ideas,  which  I had  before  conceived  of  the 
matter;  together,  with  her  being  found  in  a flate 
of  delirium,  were  fully  fufRcient  on  her  trial,  to 
procure  her  an  acquittal. — Ruysch  tells  us,  that 
amongfi  the  difeafes  which  threaten  the  foetus , 
while  yet  contained  in  the  womb,  a contortion  of 
the  funis  umbilicalis  is  of  the  greateft  confequence; 
and  gives  us  an  inftance,  of  a dead  foetus , which 
was  brought  away  with  the  membranes  of  the  cho- 
rion and  amnios  entire;  the  umbilical  chord  of 
which  he  found  wonderfully  contorted  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  we  fee  in  common  packthread,  after 
twilling  it  very  well,  and  then  applying  the  twro 
ends  together,  one  part  of  the  chord  twifling  it- 
feif  round  the  other : and  endeavours  to  account 
for  it,  by  urging  the  probability,  that  this  difaf- 
Ker  proceeded  from  a more  frequent  turning  round 
of  the  foetus  in  the  uterus ; and,  that  this  was  the 
-:aufe  of  its  death,  by  intercepting  entirely  the  cir- 
culation of  the  blood  through  the  vafcular  rope . 

CASE 
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CASE  CXIII. 

M.  G.  a woman,  in  the  26th  year  of  her’ 
age,  was  delivered  of  a child  on  the  21ft  of  No- 
vember, 1763;  flie  recovered  in  the  ufual  time;, 
bnt  in  a few  days  after  her  getting  about,  w^as  fo 
miferably  infelied  with  boils,  that  (lie  could  hard* 
ly  tell  how  to  flir  herfelf,  or  on  wThat  part  to  lie; 
at  the  fame  time,  the  infant  of  which  fhe  had 
been  delivered,  remained  quite  free  from  any 
fuch  complaint;  by  attenuating,  and  cleanfing 
the  blood;  by  bleeding,  alteratives,  and  purging, J 
in  a few  wTeeks  time,  fhe  was  well  ; and  held 
entirely  free  from  thefe  eruptions,  till  aiteaj 
her  next  lying-in,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  1 
1765,  from  which  (lie  had  not  recovered  morel 
than  a week,  before  fhe  was  again  attacked  wit!  I 

them,  but  in  a lefs  degree;  and  they  were  con  j 

fequcntl}' 
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fequcmly  earned  off  eafier  than  before.  After  the 

birth  of  her  third  child,  which  wra$  in  August, 

1766,  fhe  expe&ed  a return  of  the  fame  difordcr  ; 

,and  was  therefore  induced  to  ufe  fome  meafures  to 

prevent  it,  but  they  were  not  wholly  fuccefs- 

ful ; for  about  fix  weeks  after  her  delivery,  fire 

was  attacked  with  a few  fmail  refilling  tumours  in 

different  parts  of  the  body,  attended  with  inflam- 

nation  and  pain,  which  were  foon  brought  to 

uppuratiori,  and  cured.  About  two  months 

ifter  which  (he  applied  tb  me,  complaining  of  a 

welling,  which  fhe  had  newly  perceived  upon 

he  abdomen ; it  was  of  an  oblong  form,  fituated 

>etween  the  umbilicus  and  pubes , in  fize  about  as 

»ig  as  a pigeon’s  egg;  felt  rather  foft,  and  upon 

reffure  flipped  backwards  and  forwards ; it  was 

ttle  or  no  trouble  to  her,  till  after  the  birth  of 

er  fourth  child ; when,  upon  her  getting  about 

:gain,  it  became  enlarged  to  the  fize  of  a hen’s 
1 * 

ag*  was  painful  and  inflamed;  but  by  bleed- 

f 

ig,  phyfic,  and  an  emollient  cataplafm,  the 
lain  and  inflammation  were  difperfed,  and  the 
iraour,  although  it  retained  its  enlarged  fize, 

1 Vol.  ir.  x 
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was  no  farther  trouble  to  her ; fhe  had  no  return 
of  the  boils  after  this  lying-in  ; and  it  is  remark- 
able, that  fince  the  firfl  appearance  of  this  tumour, 
(lie  has  experienced  no  return  of  thofe  eruptions. 
See  cafe  123,  I am  informed  by  a Gentleman,  on 
whofe  teftimony  I can  rely  ; that  he  has  feen  fevc- 
ral  tumours,  fimilar  to  that  which  1 have  defcribed, 
that  thev  were  for  the  moft  part  hard  to  the  feel, 
and  irregular  in  fhape  : he  alfo  obferves,  tnatil 
many  women  are  fubje£l  to  them  after  delivery:; 
and  that  two,  within  his  own  knowledge,  havej 
been  troubled  with  them  for  fome  years,  with 
very  little  pain  or  uneafinefs.  Ruysch  fays,  hej 
was  for  a long  time  doubtful  concerning  the  na- 
ture of  thofe  hard  and  oblong  tumours,  with 
which  women  are  frequently  troubled  in  the  ab- 
domen after  delivery,  until  he  had  an  opportu-. 
nity  of  gaining  more  light  into  this  matter  b) 
the  diffe&ion  of  a certain  body,  in  which  he  ob- 
ferved  the  omentum  almoft  two  fingers  thicks 
three  fingers  broad,  and  a fpan  and  a half  long 
degenerated  into  a fubftance,  betwdxt  fat  anc 

flefli,  and  in  fome  meafure  Jcirrhous:  he  tells  us 

tha 
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that  he  frequently  handled  tumours  of  this  na- 
. ture,  while  yet  contained  in  the  abdomen  of  living 
women,  after  they  have  been  delivered ; fome  of 
wllich  he  obferved  in  a tranfverfe  pofition,  and 
others  in  an  oblique  pofture ; he  is  of  opinion, 
that  in  this  cale,  the  omentum  having  been  com- 
prehed  by  the  circumjacent  vijeera } during  the 
tin'.,  of  geuation,  that  by  the  preflure  and  attri- 
tion which  it  receives  from  the  uterus , in  the 
• fame  manner  as  we  obferve  in  many  other  mem- 
. branous  parts  of  the  body,  after  they  have  been 
inflamed  even  to  a flight  degree.  It  is  remark- 
able, fays  our  Author,  that  thefe  oblong  tu- 
mours can  be  frequently  handled  by  the  women 
themfelves,  in  whofe  bellies  they  are  contained, 

t 

feeming  to  them,  as  it  a gut  was  in  the  hand;  he 
adds,  that  he  has  feveral  times  obferved  women 
fuftain  thefe  tumours  for  many  years,  often  with 
little  or  no  pain,  but  not  without  fome  inconve- 
niency.  In  the  woman  which  he  opened,  as 
above-mentioned,  the  whole  omentum,  from  the 
: bottom  of  the  flomach  to  the  uterus,  was  rolled 
up  and  concreted  together  like  an  inteftine,  be- 

X 2 ing 
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ing  very  much  indurated,  and  firmly  attached  to 
the  bottom  of  the  uterus ; near  which,  upon  ma- 
king a tranfverfe  incifion  through  the  om entumt 
he  could  plainly  perceive  the  folds  in  which  it 
was  rolled  up  and  concreted  together. 

Quaere ; Does  not  the  tumour,  as  thus  deferi- 
bed  by  our  Author,  rather  evince  fome  particular 
diforder  of  the  omentum , derived  from  geftaticn 
or  parturition,  than  that  it  (hould  originate  folely 
from  the  preffure  and  attrition,  which  that  deli- 
cate and  fine  double  membrane  receives  from  the 
uterus : as  it  is  probable,  were  that  the  cafe,  that 
this  diforder  would  become  more  frequent,  as 
it  may  not  be  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  in  all 
women,  during  the  gravid  ftate  of  the  uterus , us 
preffure  and  attrition  upon  the  cawl  is  almofl  hi« 
variably  alike? 
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CASE  CXIV. 

I jA  MOTTE  mentions  two  cafes  of  preg- 
nancy, in  which  the  children  were  not  felt.  In 
the  fir  ft  there  were  figns  of  pregnancy ; but  the 
menfes  returning  for  two  months  regularly,  the 
I woman  confulted  her  furgeon,  who  allured  her 
fhe  was  not  with  child,  though  her  belly  kept 
increafing  confiderably ; having  been  but  fickly 
to  the  fixth  month,  fhe  was  then  attacked  with 
prefting  pains  like  thofe  of  labour;  her  furgeon 
told  her  it  was  the  cholic,  and  that  there  was 
not  the  lead  appearance  of  her  being  with  child, 
he  confequently  gave  her  fome  remedies  which 
eafed  her  pains ; but  growing  ftill  bigger,  with- 
out finding  any  motion,  and  the  fame  pains  re- 
turning on  her  two  months  after,  (he  fent  for 
him  ; he  found  her  with  ftrong  pains  ; he  touched 
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her,  and  found  the  womb  full,  with  its  mouth 
thick  and  clofed ; ?.nd  when  (lie  laid  on  her  back 
with  her  knees  raifed,  her  belly  w'as  full,  big, 
and  hard,  below  the  navel,  feeling  no  weight 
w?hen  fhe  moved  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  nor 
when  (landing  : whereupon  he  allured  her  (he 
was  big  with  child,  but  not  yet  ready  to  lie  in  ; 
that  thefe  pains  were  occafioned  by  the  (harpnefs 
of  the  bile,  which  irritated  the  bowels,  and 
even  caufed  a (light  loofenefs : he  ordered  her 
fome  clyffers,  which  carried  off  her  pains;  a 
month  after  (he  was  taken  with  true  labour  pains, 
which  did  not  remain  long  on  her,  before  (he 
was  delivered  of  one  of  the  larged  girls  he  ever 
(aw. — In  the  feconcl  cafe,  the  woman  came  to 
confult  him  about  her  men/es  being  ffopped  for 
five  months,  her  belly  growing  bigger  wdthout 
her  feeling  any  thing,  at  the  fame  time  being 
very  well  in  health ; he  advifed  her  to  be  let 

i 

blood,  and  come  again  ; two  months  after  this  (lie 
told  him  that  her  belly  flili  kept  on  growing  big- 
ger, without  feeling  any  thing;  he  repeated 
bleeding,  in  hopes  that  the  motion  this  w’ould 

caufe 
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caufe  to  the  humours,  might  be  communicated 
to  the  child;  this  not  fucceeding,  he  left  it  10 
time  to  decide  the  matter;  her  belly  was  entirely 
like  that  of  a pregnant  woman,  and  in  the  touch- 
ing; he  found  the  os  tinea  well  clofed,  arfd  the 
uterus  big  and  full,  and  in  a little  while  after  he 
laid  her  of  a very  large  boy.  He  imputes  the 
children  in  thefe  two  Obfervations,  of  not  being 
felt,  to  the  fmall  quantity  of  the  waters,  and 
their  more  than  ordinary  fize;  but  that  this  is 
done  without  any  decided  propriety,  the  two 
fubfequent  cafes  will  evince. —In  the  month  of 
August,  i;6g,  a Lady  confulted  me  concerning 
her  maid  fervant,  of  whofe  chaflity  fhe  had  not 
entertained  the  lead  doubt;  her  menj),rual  evacu- 
ations had  been  miffed  four  times,  for  the  major 
part  of  the  time  (he  had  been  fubjed  to  Tick- 
nefs  at  her  flomach,  efpecially  of  a morning  ; 
heart-burn,  diarrhoea,  and  aedematous  fwell- 
ings  of  the  legs  ; fhe  complained  of  tumefac- 
tion 'and  pain  in  her  breads : and  had  other 
fymptoms  of  pregnancy.  I took  away  fome 
blood  from  the  arm ; and  upon  colle&ing  every 
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eircumfiance,  gave  it  confidently,  as  my  opinion, 
that  fhe  was  with  child.  A marriage  taking  place 
ioon  after  with  the  man  to  whom  (lie  had  been 
connected,  fhe  acknowledged  her  own  fufpicions, 

and  befpoke  my  affiflance  at  the  time  fhe  fliould 

* 

want  it;  declaring,  however,  that  although  flic 
grew  fenfibly  bigger,  yet  thac  fhe  had  never  once 
felt  the  child:  and  this  fhe  protefted  to  have  been 
the  cafe  to  the  very  lafi:  hour  of  her  time ; fhe  was 
taken  in  labour  in  the  evening  of  the  third  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1770,  and,  in  a few  hours,  delivered  of 
a diminutive  child,  which  lived  but  an  hour  after 
it  was  born : in  this  cafe,  fo  far  frojn  the  large- 
nefs  of  the  child  being  the  caufe  of  its  not  mo- 
ving, one  would  naturally  fuppofe,  that  it  was 
occafioned  by  the  very  reverfe;  efpecially,  as  it 
appeared,  when  born,  in  fo  weak  and  languid  a 
flate*  ' 1 
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CASE  CXV. 

Mrs.  — - — whom  I had  delivered  of  two 
.hildren  before,  being  again  attacked  with  an 
ibftru&ion  of  her  menjes , imputed  it  to  the  parti- 
ular  crifis  experienced  by  moft  women  at  her 
ime  of  life:  and  Die  was  fo  fully  prepoflefled 
hat  fhe  was  right  in  her  conje&ure,  that  flie 
ould  not  be  perfuaded  to  make  the  ufual  provi- 
ion  for  a child.  I was  applied  to  after  her 
\itnjcs  had  been  Hopped  five  months ; fire  com- 
dained  of  difficulty  in  making  water,  coflivc- 
iefs,  and  fulnefs  in  the  abdomen  ; but  would  not 
flow  that  any  of  thefe,  and  many  other  fymp- 
oms,  which  fhe  had  laboured  under,  were  any 
hing  like  thofe  which  file  had  been  ufed  to  in 
ler  former  pregnancies:  it  was  in  vain  to  argue 
vith  her  upon  the  probability,  that  the  cafe 

would 


would  turn  out  different  to  what  fhe  expccled. 
An  aperient  ele&uary,  and  a vial  of  nitrous  drops 
were  fent  for  the  prefent,  and  I did  not  fee  her 
again  till  two  months  after ; when  fhe  told  me  fhe 
was  now  confirmed  in  her  firft  opinion,  for  that  if 
file  had  been  with  child  fhe  mult  have  felt  it  ftir : 
being  a tali  mafculine  woman,  her  increafe  of  fize 
was  not  fo  eafily  diftinguifhable,  as  in  lefs  wo- 
men ; but  fhe  acknowledged,  that  although  fhe 
was  betLer  as  to  the  complaints  for  which  I had 
prefcribed,  yet  that  fhe  was  bigger:  thus  fhe  wenl 
on  till  the  third  of  September,  1775,  when  I : 
was  haftily  fcnt  for  to  her;  found  that  the  mem- 
branes  had  broke,  and  that  a great  quantity  oi 
water  had  been  evacuated ; her  pains  were  fharp  < 
and  frequent,  the  child  was  well  fituated,  and  | 
delivered  in  lefs  than  an  hour  after  I came  into  1 
the  room  : when  fhe  was  firft  taken,  concluding 

t | 

it  was  the  cholic,  fhe  had  drank  pepper-mint  wa- 
ter, and  other  cordials  : and,  although  feveral  oi 

■ 

her  neighbours  had  often  called  in  to  fee  her,  yet  j 
not  one  of  them  aftually  fufpe&ed  that  file  was  with 
child,  and  were  furprized  when  they  were  fent  for 
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o adid  me  in  her  delivery : fhe  declares  {lie  ne- 

J ■* 

ver  once  felt  the  child;  and,  I fhould  fuppofe, 
hat  her  alfertion  deferves  credit;  when  we  ac~ 
pit  her  of  every  finider  defign,  and  reflet,  that 

\ 

.ler  ftation  in  life  was  eafy  and  comfortable,  and 
3y  no  means  to  be  opprelfcd  by  fuch  an  addition 
o the  family:  befides,  had  (lie  been  convinced  by 
he  motions  that  file  was  with  child,  (lie  would, 
10  doubt,  have  readily  acknowledged  it,  and 
nade  a provifion  for  it,  if  it  was  only  to  avoid 
he  reproach  and  obloquy  ufually  incurred  by  fuch 
leglecl;  the  child  was  of  the  middling  lize;  and 
he  great  quantity  of  water,  See.  again  Gbviates 
he  imputation  made  by  La  Motte,  in  his  pre- 
eding  obfervations.  — Although  both  the  pa- 
tents, whofe  cafes  were  lad  recited,  confefs  that 
hey  felt  pain  and  fulnefs  in  their  breads ; yet, 
t is  remarkable,  that  neither  of  them  had  any 
nilk  in  them  before  delivery : the  fird  of  them 
lad  no  milk  at  all  after  her  lying-in ; and  the 
ad  was  a longer  time  than  ufual,  before  it  began 
o flow  — Dr.  Burton  mentions  a cafe,  wherein 
was  confulted  by  a Lady  who  had  had  chil- 
dren before;  but  not  having  been  pregnant  for 

fome 
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fomc  years,  was  dubious  whether  (he  was  To  at 
that  time,  although  (lie  had  the  ufual  reafons  to 
believe  it;  excepting,  that  (he  had  never  felt  the  ' 
child  dir,  nor  had  any  milk  in  her  breads:  fhe> 
continued  in  this  way,  and  grew  bigger,  till  within 
a few  days  of  her  being  brought  to-bed ; when,  ,| 
fhe  thought  the  child  dirred,  but  was  not  very 
certain  of  it : however,  fhe,  in  lefs  than  a week, 
fell  into  labour,  when  he  attended  her,  and 
brought  forth  a fine  child;  but  yet  fhe  had  not  ^ 
the  ufual  hardnefs  orfulnefs  in  her  breads  ; which 
did  not  begin  to  increafe  till  three  days  after  her  ^ 
lying-in,  and  then  the  milk  began  to  dow : fhe- 

I 

was  a perfon,  he  fays,  of  a tender  conditution,  j 
of  a bad  appetite,  and  fomething  inclinable  ta 
hyderical  complaints,  ( 

S 
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CASE  CXVI. 

t 

% 

w.  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  her  age 
avino-  for  fix  months  before,  been  aflh&ed 
ith  the  lues  venerea , which  had  been  communi- 
ted  to  her  blood  by  her  milk  having  been  in- 
fled  by  her  own  child  ; which  had  been  im* 
-udently  fuffered  to  fuck  the  milk  of  a woman, 
ho  had  been  long  afflicled  with  that  difeafe)  by 
le  imprudent  ufe  of  mercurial  medicines,  had 
sr  labour  pains  prematurely  brought  on  about 
even  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth 
[June,  1770;  a melfenger  was  difpatched  for 
ie ; but  being  from  home,  a midwife  was  ap- 
lied  to,  who  had  fcarcely  reached  the  woman  s 
.abitation  ere  the  child  was  delivered,  and  no- 
ting remained  for  her  to  do,  but  to  afhfi  in  the 
delivery  of  the  placenta ; but  as  I was  expefled 
very  minute,  and  fhe  was  fearful  of  danger,  flic 
:ontented  herfelf  with  fhewing  her  great  (kill  and 

orecaution  ; for,  when  I came  into  the  houfe,  in  a 

few 
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few  minutes  after  the  birth  of  the  foetus,  1 founct 
fhe  had  very  carefully  tied  the  * funis  to  the  wo- 
man  s thigh,  and  {lie  told  me  in  a low  whilper  I 
that  the  after-birth  grew  to  the  infide  of  the  womb. 
I could  but  applaud  her  judgment  and  difcem- 
ment:  however,  after  a very  little  while,  nature 
extricated  us  both  from  all  our  difficulties  in  deli- 
vering  the  placenta  by  the  natural  efforts  only:  the 
woman  continued  in  a low  condition  for  many 
days;  but,  at  length,  by  proper  nourifhmmt 
and  care,  was  able  to  get  about  again  at  the 
month’s  end;  and  by  the  help  of  the  mercurial 
folutiont  and  dtcodion  of  the  woods , was  radically 
cured  of  her  complaint:  but  the  poor  child  that 
had  communicated  the  infe&ion  toiler,  was  amofl 
fhocking  figure  indeed  ; had  ulcerations  in  the 
uvula , tonjils , throat , vagina , labia , perineum , 
and  anus i befides  a large  deep  ulcer  on  the  left 
buttock,  to  which  I applied  red  precipitate , and 
gave  the  child  internally  a lolution  of  fubli- 
mate\  but  it  was  along  time,  indeed,  before  it 
thoroughly  recovered.  The  foetus  of  which  fhe 

* Laj^OTte  has  given  two  fimilar  inftances  of  midwives  fecuring 
the  funis  to  the  thighs  of  their  patients. 
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was  delivered,  and  which  was  dill-born,  was  a 
mod  (hocking  figure,  very  probably  occafioned 
from  the  aclion  of  the  mercury , which  had  been 
given  to  her  by  apraolidoner,  whofe  range  of  ideas 
in  the  line  of  his  profeffion  was  not  the  mod  ex- 
tenfive.  From  the  bad  confequences  which  refult- 
ed  to  this  poor  woman  and  her  offspring,  from  her 
child’s  having  unfortunately  been  differed  to  fuck 
an  infe&ed  woman  ; the  mothers  of  young  chil- 
dren, will  find  the  expediency  of  being  very 
careful,  to  whofe  breads  they  condign  their  in- 
fants when  they  part  with  them  from  their  own. 
Dr.  Siebald,  in  his  comparative  Enquiry  be- 
tween the  Csefarian  Operation,  and  the  new  Me- 
thod of  dividing  the  Jymphifis  pubis , in  cafes  of 
difficult  parturition,  fpeaks  of  a child,  faved  by 
the  former  of  thofe  operations  ; who,  three  weeks 
after  its  birth,  was  afflided  ulcerations  over  its 
w'hole  body,  and  foon  after  died;  the  woman 
who  fuckied  it,  found  her  nipples  and  breads 
affeded  in  a ftmiiar  manner ; which  appearances 
our  author  attributes  to  the  lues  venerea , with 
which  both  the  mother  and  child  were  probably 
infcded.  C A S E S 


CASES  CXVII.  and  CXVIII* 


COMMUNICATED 
IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE* 

“ Nov.  2,  I77O. 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

..A  REGENT  occurrence,  iii 
“ my  Practice  of  Midwifery,  having  furnifhed 
“ fne  with  matter  of  communication,  permit  me 
“ to  approach  you  with  the  particulars:  the  fub- 
“ je£l  of  this  cafe  was  between  twenty  and  thirty 
“ years  of  age;  of  a robuft  habit,  and  had  been 
“ tifed  to  quick  labours,  attended  with  bad 
“ floodings:  in  the  beginning  of  her  prefent  preg- 
“ Uancy,  the  menfes  twice  returned  as  ufual, 
<£  though  fomewhat  lefs  in  quantity;  but  not- 
“ withflanding  that,  {he  fufpedled  her  fituation, 

41  from 
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*'  from  what  (lie  had  before  obferved,  in  regard. 
“ to  the  colour  of  her  urine , and  the  Jlatnefs  of 
her  belly  ; as  flic  proceeded  in  her  Reflation 

O I 

1 " ^IC  ^ecame  lubjecl  to  much  difficulty  in  ma- 
king water,  and  fometimes  even  fuftained  a 
fuppreffion  of  urine  for  four  and  twenty  hours 
“ together:  but  by  keeping  her  belly  open  with 
laxatives,  and  avoiding  fatigue,  thefe  fymp- 
“toms  were  Palliated;  at  times  file  complained 

“ of  violent  pains  in  her  back  and  loins;  of  un- 
“ common  uneafinefs  in  her  breafts,  and  of  an  in- 
“ chnation  to  go  to  Pool,  without  being  able  fo  to 
do  ; Hie  had  alfo  the  hemorrhoids  to  a very  great 
“ degree;  for  which,  by  my  advice,  file  tried  the 
“ application  of  leeches  to  the  parts  affe&ed,  and 
received  confiderable  relief:  however,  after  a 
fortnight,  this  complaint  returned  again,  tho’ 
“not  in  fo  bad  a degree  as  before ; and  being 
unwilling  to  renew  the  leeches , from  the  trouble 
which  had  attended  the  fioppage  of  the  hamor - 
^ rhage  in  their  firft  application,  flie  was  relieved 
“ with  them  by  venacfe&ion,  gentle  laxatives,  and 
“fitting  over  the  fleams  of  warm  water;  about 


C 3°6  3 

“ the  eighteenth  week  of  her  reckoning  file  felt 

44  the  child  and  foon  afterwards  enjoyed  al- 

“ rnofl  a total  remiffion  of  the  above  diforders  : 

ct  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighth  month  fhe  was 

“ feized  with  2l  diarrhoea,  which,  after  fome  time, 

was  removed  by  fmall  dofes  of  rhubarb , with 

44  the  addition  of  opium  ; of  which,  fhe  took  three 

“ grains  a day  for  feveral  days,  before  fhe  was 

44  well  of  the  purging:  and,  although  it  fud- 

4 4 denly  difeontinued,  fhe  experienced  no  ill 

44  effe&s  from  it:  fhe  often  obferved  tome,  that 

“ her  belly  was  confiderably  bigger  and  higher 

44  on  the  right  fide,  than  the  left:  and  appa- 

44  rently  more  fo,  than  in  either  of  her  former 

44  pregnancies ; and  on  that  fide,  as  fhe  proceed-  I 

44  ed  nearer  to  her  full  term,  the  motions  of  the 

44  child  were  much  more  troublefome,  than  in 

44  any  other  part:  fhe  wTas  taken  in  labour  early  ) 

**  in  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  of  lafl  month;  I 

“ I Was  lent  for  foon  after,  and  on  my  arrival,  i 

44  found  the  pains  but  trifling,  and  recurring  now  i 

44  and  then,  at  pretty  long  difiances  ; the  os  tinea 
K “was.i 
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" was  very  high  up,  inclining  to  the  right  fide, 
“ rather  rigid  and  open  to  a frnall  degree  : Hie 
“ told  me  (he  had  been  rcftlefs,  and  had  but 

1 “ Jitt!e  flccP  in  night;  I therefore  admini- 

fired  an  opiate,  and  left  her  for  the  prefent : 
“ die  got  reft  for  fome  hours,  and  being  fooii 
' afterwards  attacked  with  {matter  pains,  1 was 
called  again,  and  found  the  os  tinea  more  di- 
“ lated,  and  a regular  recurrence  of  pains ; but 
“ fl,li  the  prejenlihg  part  receded  from  the  touch, 

“ and  continued  fo  to  do  till  near  five  hours 
“after  my  feccnd  vifit;  when,  in  confequence 
“ of  an  extremely  {harp  pain,  the  membranes 
broke,  and  an  uncommon  quantity  of  water  was 
“ difeharged  ; from  the  foftnefs  of  the  prejenting 
“ Jubflance,  trt  which  I evidently  felt  a fluctuation, 

“ 1 muft  ingenuoufly  confels,  I knew  not  what 
“ to  make  of  the  cafe  ; nor  was  I able  to  guefs 
“ what  Pan  “ could  poflibly  be:  firft,  I thought 
“ n was  the  check ; then,  the  nates:  and,  in  fl10rt, 
fomedmes  one  part,  and  then  another:  how- 
“ ever,  the  pains  being  very  ftrong,  and  the 
“ prefentalion  defeending,  f0  as  to  block  up  the 

Y 2 


whole 
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<<  whole  cavity  of  the  pelvis , I was  led  to  hope, 

“ the  propelling  force  would  be  fufheient  to  bring 
44  about  a happy  iffue  : however,  in  the  remif- 
“ fion  of  pain,  I made  the  moft  accurate  exami- 
“ nation  in  my  power;  and  by  the  fluctuation, 

<<  which  vvas  now  more  manifeft  than  before,  on 
it  account  of  the  parts  being  lower  and  eafier  to 
“ be  touched;  I fhould  have  concluded  that  it 
“ was  an  hydroctphalous  head,  but  could  neither 
a difeover  any  hair  upon  the  fcalp,  nor  th efu- 
“ tures  of  any  part  of  the  head;  which  I con- 
“ eluded  might  have  been  the  cafe,  notwithftand- 
“ in^  in  fuch  a fuuation  of  the  head,  the  bones 
“ would  have  been  greatly  collapjcd  ; but  even 
n then,  they  mufl  have  formed  irregular ities  d if-  | 
“ coverable  by  the  finger:  I was  therefore  utterly 
“ at  a lofs  to  learn,  at  any  rate,  the  reality  of 
“ the  part  that  firft  offered ; which,  after  a long 
“ fucceffion  of  fevere  pains,  was  delivered,  and  1 
“ appeared  to  be  a large  tumour  fituaud  upon  thejj 
“ riffht  fide  of  the  child’s  head;  which  occupied  ; 

O 

“ the  whole  fpace,  from  the  Jagittal  to  the  ante- 

44  rior  part  of  the  lambdoidal  future , extending J 

“ over  j 
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“ over  the  right  parietal  bone , and  the  greateft 
“ Part  of  the  os  fronlis  quite  to  the  left  orbit:  it 
“ was  entirely  fmooth  on  its  furface,  had  no  hair 
„ ‘ upon  it,  and  was  of  a conhderable  bulk:  on 

i 

“ meafuring  the  tumour,  its  length  was  fix  inches 
“ and  about  a quarter,  and  in  circumference  al- 
' “ mod  fourteen  inches  and  a half;  the  child  juft 
“ breathed  when  it  was  born,  and  died  foon 
“ afterwards.  Upon  being  permitted  to  open 
" t,ie  tumour,  I divided  the  integuments  in  the 
“ moft  prominent  part,  and  found  it  filled 
“ u ub  concreted  mucus,  and  grumous  blood,  devoid 
ol  fmell ; of  which  there  iffued  through  the 
“ wouncl>  not  lcfs  than  fix  or  eight  ounces,  which 
ieffened  the  magnitude  of  the  tumour  in  part 
“ only ; lor,  upon  a more  minute  infpeftion,  I 
“ found  the  remaining  parts  next  the  orbit,  en- 
“ tirely  firm  and  membranous  ; it  was  full  an  hour 
“ before  the  placenta  feparated  ; at  length  it  came 
“ down  '"to  the  paffage,  and  the  woman  beintr 
“ very  impatient  to  have  it  delivered  ; and  having 
“ once  tried  in  vain  to  difengage  it  with  my  hand 
“ and  finger,  I introduced  my  finger  with  the 

^ 3 “ blunt 
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<!  blunt  hook,  and  thus  foon  fniifhed  the  bufi- 
“ nefs ; had  I not  been  encouraged  to  wait  by 
“ the  defcentof  the  prefenting  part;  in  cafe  of  any 
**  exigency,  I think.  I might  have  been  juRified  in 
44  pufhing  it  back,  and  going  up  for  the  feet,  as  in 
44  other  preternatural  cafes  5 fo  far  from  expccling 
44  that  the  head  would  be  the  firft  part  brought 
“ forth,  that  I fliould  not  in  the  leaft  have  been 
«*  furprized  to  have  found  it  the  nates , or  fome 
41  other  part:  the  woman  remained  pretty 

44  well,  till  the  evening  ol  the  fecond  day  after 
44  her  delivery,  when  (lie  complained  of  heat, 

44  head-ach,  and  thirfl ; but  thefe  complaints 
44  gave  way  to  a neutral  mixture , in  which  was 
44  diffolved  an  ounce  of  Glauber  J alts , and  in  due 
“ time  flie  was  reflored  to  her  natural  health. 

44  upon  enquiry,  I could  not  find  that  fhe  had  • 
14  received  any  hurt  during  her  pregnancy. 

11  I hope  vou  will  not  think  me  guilty  of  in- 

1 j 

“ trillion,  if  1 prolong  this  Letter,  with  the  fin- 

44  gular  cafe  of  a Man,  in  the  Workhoufe  of  a 

45  neighbouring  paiifh,  whofe  Poor  I have  the. 
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M medical  care  of:  he  is  now  in  the  fifty-fifth 

j 

44  year  of  his  age,  and  about  fix  years  ago  was 
“ fent  to  the  hofpital,  with  an  inveterate  ulcer  in 
4‘  his  thigh  ; which  had  been  of  long  (landing,  and 
“ which  had  been  accompanied  with  a canes  of 
4‘  the  fubjacent  bone:  the  difordcr  had  been  ow- 
4‘  ing  to  an  irregular  courfe  of  life  ; and  the  dif- 
44  charge,  upon  his  fil'd  going  into  the  hofpital, 
4‘  was  fetid  and  acrimonious,  and  he  was  much 
‘‘emaciated;  his  continuance  there  was  five 
44  months,  when  he  returned  home,  cured  of 
44  the  ulcer,  and  with  the  fydem  nearly  refio^ 
44  red  to  its  natural  vigour;  but  reverting  to  his 
44  former  bad  habits,  in  a little  time,  an  ulcer 
broke  out  upon  the  tibia  of  his  left  leg;  which 
“ being  long  negle&ed,  before  he  applied  for 
4t  advice,  it  again  became  very  inveterate,  and 
“ when  I fird  faw  it,  was  callous  and  carious , 

i 

“ and  had  a very  offenfive  fmell ; by  corre£ling 
“ the  acrimony  of  his  blood,  and  enjoining  him 
“ to  a regular  way  of  living,  after  fome  time  the 
“ ulcer  was  brought  into  a very  promifing  date  ; 

**  and  in  the  month  of  August  lad,  a quantity 

Y 4 “ of 
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“ of  blood  was  firft  difchargcd  from  the  ulcer: 
“ and  this  extraordinary  evacuation  has  been 
“ almoft  regular  in  its  periodical  returns  ever 
“ fince:  I fay  almoft,  becaufe  the  periods  have 
“ been  fometimes  two  or  three  days,  or  more. 
“ diftant:  for  this  ftrange  inftance  of  menjlrua- 
“ like  evacuation,  I know  not  how  to  account; 

and  beg  you  will  be  pleafed,  in  your  next 
“ Letter,  to  make  it  a fubje<ft  of  your  confidera- 
“ tion.  The  Man  has  enjoyed  better  health  fince 
*•  the  difcharge. 


“ I have  the  honour  to  remain,  See/ 


THE  ANSWER. 


“ DEAR  SIR, 

m 


tl  A HE  Cafes  vou  have  fent  me, 

J 

11  are  fingularand  uncommon  enough.  The  age 
4i  of  your  woman  patient  is  accounted  the  hap- 

41  pieft 


4 < 
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pied  time  of  life  to  bear  children:  you  fay  file 
“ had  been  ufed  to  quick  labours,  with  bad 
“ floodings  ; which  is  very  often  the  cafe.  The 
“ regular  returns  of  th £ catamenia t in  the  two  or 

|4 

“ three  Hrfl  months,  is  not  very  unufual ; there 
“ have  been  infiances  of  their  having  continued 
• **  even  to  the  fixth : and  La  Motte  gives  a cafe, 
where  they  kept  on  through  the  whole  preg- 
nancy. The  citron  colour  of  the  urine  may 
he  generally  ejleemed , I believe , a pretty  cer- 
4t  tain  fign  of  pregnancy . It  is  no  uncommon 
“ thing  among ft  the  Fiench  Ladies , to  deter - 
“ mine  their  being  with  child  by  the  Jlatnefs  of 
11  their  bellies . The  complaints  w'hich  your  pa* 
“ tient  differed,  could  not,  I think,  in  the  lead 
" contribute  to  the  diforder  on  the  head  of  the 
“ foetus , as  they  appear  to  have  been  merely  figns 
of  the  new  Jlimulus  made  by  the  increafe  of 
“ the  fatus,  and  nothing  more:  they  were,  in- 
deed, more  fevere  than  common  : and  it  tre- 

7 

nerally  happens,  that  when  a woman  has  great 
“ complaints  in  her  breads,  &c.  during  the  time 
of  her  gcdation,  flic  has  for  the  mod  part  an 

“ ill 
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44  ill  time.  When  a diarrhoea  happens  fo  late  as 
“ the  eighth  month,  the  conflitution  ought  to  be 
Cs  duly  confidered,  and  it  will  moil  commonly 
“ be  found  right  to  flop  it.  The  uterus , you 
44  know,  in  its  natural  (late,  is  lituated  exa&ly 
44  in  the  center  of  the  body ; but  it  is  to  be  oh- 
44  ferved,  that  in  women,  who  have  had  chil- 
44  dren,  th t fundus  uteri  generally  inclines  to  the 
44  right  fide.  The  child,  about  the  end  of  the 
44  ninth  month,  grows  very  troublefome  from  its 
44  fize,  and  its  feet  are  often  obferved  to  beat 
44  againll  the  fundus  uteri ; efpecially,  where  its 
44  pofition  is  natural ; which  was  the  cafe  in  the 
44  woman  you  mention:  from  hence,  we  may 
4f  probably  deduce  a reafon  for  her  being  bigger 
u on  the  right  fide,  than  the  left ; and  the  parti- 
u cular  unealinefs,  which  was  fo  troublefome  to 
“ her  as  (lie  got  nearer  her  full  time.  You  fpeak 
<4  of  a large  difeharge  of  water  upon  the  break- 
44  ing  of  the  membranes ; and  may  obferve,  that 
44  when  the  uterus  is  dillended  with  much  water* 
44  the  head  will  ever  be  found  to  recede  more  or 
“ lefs  from  the  touch.  In  difficulties  occurring 

“ from 
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41  from  retentions  of  the  placenta,  it  was  common 
44  formerly  to  ufe  a fmall  kind  of  forceps ; but 
“ the  hook  will  be  always  found  as  much  fupe- 
44  rior  to  the  forceps,  as  the  fingers  are  to  the 

It 

4‘  hook.  It  was  no  wonder  that  the  cafe  fhould 
“ turn  out  laborious.  The  addition  made  to  the 
4 “ head  by  the  tumour,  muft  neceffarily  render  its 
44  paffage  more  difficult  and  embarraffing  ; be- 
f4  Tides,  th t placenta  remaining  more  than  half  an 
44  hour  in  the  uterus , after  the  delivery  of  the 
44  child,  fhould,  in  my  opinion,  always  give  the 
44  appellation  of  laborious,  to  all  labours.  It  will 
44  be  found  hard  to  account  for  this  very  extra- 
44  ordinary  tumour  of  the  child’s  head;  or,  to 
44  fay,  whether,  it  was  of  a hydrocephalous  kind, 
14  a fpecies  of  the  fpina  bifida.  The  parents 
44  fhould  not  regret  their  lofs ; the  child’s  life 
44  would  probably  have  been  but  of  fhort  dura- 
44  tion,  and  attended  with  much  mifery  and  pain. 
44  — In  regard  to  the  phenomenon  you  mention, 
44  it  may  be  found  difficult  to  invefligate  its  real 
44  caufe;  but,  as  the  Man  has  had  his  health 

44  better 
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**  better  fince  this  periodical  flux;  we  may  be  al- 
u lowed,  with  fome  reafon,  to  conclude,  that  it 
“ is,  in  great  meafure,  occafioned  by  a plethora.  I 
“ once  knew  a Man,  who  had  a very  regular 
“ monthly  difeharge  from  the  hemorrhoidal  veB 
“ fels,  and  which  continued  for  fome  years, 

“ I am,  kc." 


In  the  Medical  Commentaries,  vol.  5.  feci.  2, 
art.  3.  we  have  the  following  hiflory  of  a cafe, 
in  which  there  occurred  a very  uncommon  pre- 
fentation  of  a child ; to  whofe  neck  there  was 
attached  a tumour , nearly  about  the  fi ze  of  the 
child’s  head,  as  communicated  to  Dr.  Duncan, 
by  Mr.  John  Gardner,  Surgeon,  at  Betley, 

1 1 

Sta  ffordshire:  M — y B — h,  aged  twenty; 

of  a good  conftitution,  and  well-formed  pelvis , 
was  attacked  with  labour  pains  about  feven  in 
the  morning:  at  nine  he  came  to  her,  and,  upon 


enquiry. 
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enquiry,  found  that  the  waters  had  broke  about 
an  hour  before;  her  pains  were  then  exceedingly 
. weak : and,  upon  examination,  he  found  the  os 
*uteri  completely  dilated,  but  a very  extraordinary 
kind  of  prefentation : the  hand  and  arm  lay  un- 
der the  body,  which  was  forced  very  low  into 
the  pelvis ; and  the  point  of  the  other  (boulder 
was  di(lin£lly  to  be  felt  upwrards  ; whilff,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  infertion  of  the  funis  umbilicalis 
into  the  belly,  was  plainly  to  be  felt  near  to  the 
os  externum ; from  this  fituation  of  the  child,  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  it  lay  dire&ly  acrofs  the 
pelvis , and  that  there  was  no  other  remedy  than 
the  turning  of  the  child ; but  as  the  woman’s 
pains  increafed,  and  (lie  was  very  timorous;  and 
finding,  from  the  hand  and  arm  of  the  child,  it 
was  very  firiall,  he  was  difpofed  to  wait  the  ef- 
forts of  Nature  for  fome  little  time,  thinking  it 
poffible  for  the  head  of  the  child  to  follow  the 
fhoulder  ; which  he  had  once  found  to  be  the 
cafe  in  a child  much  larger  than  this;  but  after 
wailing  fome  time,  and  finding  it  gained  no  ad- 
vantage, he  told  the  woman  and  her  friends  the 


nature 
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nature  of  the  cafe  ; and  if  {he  would  confent  tc 
the  turning  of  the  child,  doubted  not  but  (he 
would  do  very  well  $ the  woman  relu&antlv  gave 
her  confent,  and  he  then  begun  the  operation, 
by  making  an  attempt  to  raife  the  body  of  the 
child;  but  not  fucceeding,  he  endeavoured  to 
pafs  his  hand  gently  up  into  the  uterus  to  fearcb 
for  the  feet,  and  to  his  great  furprhe,  found  one 
foot  lying  dire&Iv  acrofs  the  fide,  and  the  heel 
turned  downwards ; with  great  difficulty  he  laid 
hold  of  the  foot,  and  brought  it  down,  and  then 
paffed  a ligature  round  the  ancle ; and  having, 
gained  this  advantage,  he  let  the  woman  red; 
and,  as  the  leg  lay  dire&ly  acrofs  the  body,  he 
began  to  fufpe&  that  there  muff  be  two  children: 
he  was,  however,  determined  to  cake  every  ad- 
vantage from  that  leg;  but,  after  many  fruitlefs 
attempts,  to  bring  the  child  lower,  he  paffed 
his  hand  under  that  leg  up  into  the  uterus , found 
another  knee,  and  with  fome  difficulty  got  hold 
of  that  leg  • finding  this  leg  much  larger  than  the 
other,  he  concluded  they  were  two  legs  of  diffe- 
rent children ; the  woman’s  pains  increafing  then 

very 
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very  much,  forced  the  child  down  very  fafi,  till 
it  came  as  far  as  the  hips:  he  was  then  convin- 
ced, although  there  was  evidently  fuch  a diffe- 
. rence  in  the  fize  of  the  legs,  that  they  belonged 
to  one  child ; after  it  had  advanced  below  the 
navel  it  there  flopped  ; and  as  he  found  the  child 

* 

mufl  have  been  dead  fometime,  the  cuticle  Grip- 
ping all  off  with  what  little  force  he  ufed,  he 
was  fearful,  from  the  great  refiflance  he  then 
met  with,  that  he  fhould  pull  the  body  from  the 
head,  and  leave  the  head  in  the  pelvis , he  wrap* 
ped  a cloth  round  the  body,  and  gradually  pull- 
ed ; at  the  fame  time  alternately  raifed  the  body 
upwards,  and  moved  it  downwards ; finding  he 
gained  fome  little  advantage,  he  perfevered  till 
he  came  to  the  fhoulders,  then  cleared  both  the 
arms : after  this  he  paffed  his  finger  into  the 
child  s mouth,  and  here  he  found  greater  refifl- 
ance than  ever;  at  length  he  overcame  it,  and  to 
his  great  furprize,  found  a large  tuvaouv  growing 
behind  the  head,  of  nearly  the  fame  fize  with 
the  head:  the  origin  of  this  tumour,  our  author 
: tells  us,  was  exaftly  at  the  larnbdoidal future;  and 


it 
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it  hung  by  a ftalk  of  about  half  an  inch  long, 
and  two  inches  in  circumference,  and  then  imme- 
diately enlarged  to  the  fize  of  the  child’s  head ; 
the  external  covering  of  this  tumour  was  very 
red,  and  exceedingly  vajcular , but  had  no  hair 
upon  it : the  integuments  were  very  thick,  and  it 
evidently  contained  a fluid.  As  he  could  not 
prevail  upon  the  friends  to  let  him  have  the  foetus, 
he  was  determined  to  examine  the  contents  of  the 
tumour , to  which  they  relu&antly  gave  confent : 
he  divided  the  integuments  near  to  the  bafis  of 
the  tumour , and  found  that  it  contained  about 
a pound  of  thin  blood,  of  a very  black  colour, 
and  fomewhat  fetid:  he  alfo  found  blended  with 
it  a large  portion  of  the  medullary  fubflance  of 
the  brain ; but  is  difpofed  to  think  that  the  brain 
was  not  a part  peculiar  to  the  tumour , but  that 
the  dura  mater  was  become  putrid,  and  by  that  i 
means  fuffered  a part  of  the  brain  to  pal's  into 
.the  preternatural  tumour , and  fo  it  came  to  be 
mixed  with  the  enclofed  fluid;  the  lower  part  of 
the  back  looked  exceedingly  livid,  and  the  lum- 
bar proceffes  of  the  fpine  were  much  bent  in- 
wards, 
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Wards,  and  broke:  it  feemed,  he  fays,  that -this 
part  of  the  child  had  fufFered  fome  violent  in- 
jury, fo  as  to  be  the  caufe  of  its  death;  which, 
, from  the  age  of  the  fcelus,-  and  the  appearance 
of  putrefaflion,  muff  have  happened,  at  lead, 
one  month  before  delivery.  Upon  afkirig  the 
Woman  if  {lie  had  received  any  injury  during 
her  pregnancy ; fhe  informed  him,  that  (he  had 
received  a violent  blow  upon  her  belly,  about 
two  months  before,  falling  down  upon  the 
edge  of  a large  cloaths  balket.  Our  author 
concludes,  with  obferving,  that  the  hiftory  of 
the  cafe  mull  appear  fingular;  when  we  con- 
Rder,  that  the  prefentation  of  the  child  was 
Uch,  as  was  never  before  deferibed  by  any  pro- 
elTor  of  Midwifery;  a point  of  one  fhoulder; 
he  hand,  arm,  and  fhoulder,  of  the  other  fide  • 
he  infertion  of  the  funis  umbilicalis,  and  one  leg, 
ying  acrofs  the  fide,  were  all  to  be  diltinflly 
:lt  at  once : the  leg  that  was  full  difeovered  was 
ent,  and  turned  quite  upwards  from  the  knee ; 
i,  that  the  fituation  of  it  had  impeded  the  em- 
ulation of  the  blood  into  the  limb,  and  occa- 
Vol.  II.  . Z 
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fioned  tliat  leg  and  foot  to  be  fo  much  lefs  than  | 
the  other.— La  Motte  mentions  the  cafe  of  a 
fetus  in  utero , that  was  killed  by  a fall  in  the  j 
feventh  month;  which,  when  born,  looked  as  i 
if  all  its  flefh  had  been  taken  away,  and  the  : 
fkin  ftuck  again  upon  its  face  and  bones : and 
thinks,  that  it  might  not  die  immediately,  nor, 
perhaps,  till  the  flefli  and  humours  were  all  con- 
fumed  away,  growing  till  then,  weaker  and. 
weaker,  by  degrees : he  adds,  that  the  child 
was  not  corrupted,  becaufe  the  air  was  not  i 
able  to  get  at  it.— In  the  Medical  Obfervations 
and  Enquiries,  vol.  5.  we  are  favoured  with  a cu- 
lious  cafe,  of  a very  extraordinary  tumour  on  the 
head  of  an  infant,  by  Mr.  William  Loftie,  at 
Canterbury.  To  Mr.  James  C alder,  Surgeon, 
in  Glasgow,  we  are  indebted  for  the  following, 
hiflory  of  the  menjlrua,  regularly  evacuated  at  i 
an  ulcer  of  the  ancle,  as  publifhed  in  the  third 
volume  of  Medical  Effays  and  Obfervations : a 
healthy,  vigorous,  labouring  country  girl,  of  an 
ordinary  ftature,  {trained  her  right  foot,  at  fifteen 

years  of  age,  and  again  at  nineteen,  when  a for 

did 
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did  ulcer  broke  out  in  it:  this  being  healed  up 
in  three  weeks,  {he  foon  after  complained  of  a 
diforder  through  all  her  body.  At  twenty  years 
of  age  her  menjlrua  appeared  for  the  firft  time, 
but  in  a very  fmall  quantity : the  former  disor- 
ders fliil  continuing,  fhe  was  blooded  at  the  vena 
Japhcsna  of  that  right  foot : foori  after  which  an 
ulcer  was  formed  at  that  ancle,  which  had  then 
continued  above  five  years ; a considerable  fhare 
of  the  os  calcis  having  come  out;  this  ulcer  fent 
out  in  two  or  three  days,  of  each  month,  as 
large  a quantity  of  blood,  as  women  generally 
pafs  in  their  courfes;  and  this  in  regular  periods, 
Without  any  blooding  at  the  intermediate  time: 
fome  days  before  this  periodical  haemorrhage , fhe 
always  complained  of  great  pain  in  her  foot* 
which  became  tolerably  eafy  as  foon  as  the  eva- 
cuation was  part:  (lie  continued  in  this  way,  till 
in  May,  1733,  hones  being  caft  out,  and 
the  ulcer  beginning  to  heal  up,  while  her  body 
turned  more  plump  and  ftrong;  the  menjes  came 
the  natural  way,  in  much  the  fame  quantity, 
and  continuing  the  fame  time  they  ufed^to  do  at 
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her  foot,  which  bled  none.  She  had  a fecond 
natural  return  of  the  courfes  in  June;  but,  in 
July,  {he  palfed  the  natural  period,  and  her  foot 
became  more  painful ; but,  the  menjes  returning 
as  in  other  women,  the  pain  ceafed  ; and  flic  had  . 
ever  fince  that  time  been  in  good  health,  with 
her  menjes  regular  in  the  natural  way,  without 
anv  other  evacuation,  than  of  a fmall  quantity 
of  pus  at  the  ulcer,  which  hill  continued  a little 
open.— A Surgeon,  of  deferved  eminence  in  his 
profeffion,  in  the  year  1772,  had  the  care  of  a 
young  woman,  in  the  20th  year  of  her  age ; (he 
was  of  a cacliettical  habit,  never  had  me.nflruatedy 
and  had  a phagademc  ulcer  in  her  left  leg,  which 
for  fome  time  betrayed  a great  degree  of  acrimony 
in  the  blood  : by  the  moft  judicious  treatment  it 
was  foon  brought  into  a healing  {late  ; when  fud- 
dcnly,  after  much  pain  in  that  leg  and  thigh,  the 
ulcer  difcharged  a quantity  of  blood,  and  conti- 
nued fo  to  do,  in  regular  periods,  for  eight 
months  lucce (lively  ; when  the  menjes  appeared 
in  the  regular  way,  the  ulcer  dried  up,  and  the 
woman  is  fince  married,  and  has  had  children. 
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. CASE  CXIX, 


Mrs. 


•,  a farmer’s  wife,  in  the  thiity" 


fecond  year  of  her  age  ; naturally  of  an  irrita- 
ble habit,  had  long  been  fubjeft  to  a train  of 
nervous  fymptoms,  in  March,  1777,  applied  to 
me  ; (lie  was  then  five  months  advanced  in  her 
pregnancy ; complained  of  low  fpirits,  weaknefs, 
want  of  appetite,  wearinefs  after  motion,  and 
watchfulnefs ; fhe  had  alfo  a pain  and  giddinefs 


in  her  head,  and  frequently  great  naufea,  with 
retchings  to  vomit,  was  alternately  hot  and  fe- 
verifh,  or  cold  and  chilly,  and  her  mind  was 
unufually  hurried  upon  the  lead  emotion ; a 
nitrous  deco&ion,  and  an  infujion  of  hark  and  elixir 
of  vitriol , had  been  preferibed  for  her,  but  would 
not  flay  on  her  fiomach  ; neither  could  I fucceed 
m any  thing  that  I gave  her;  her  fiomach  totally 

^ 3 rejedeef 
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reje&ed  every  kind  of  medicine;  till,  by  the  ad* 
vice  of  a phyfician,  her  fymptoms  were  palliated  by 
bleeding  in  fmall  quantities,  the  warm  pediluvium, 
and  by  opiates,  taken  every  night  at  bed-time : 
on  the  31ft  of  July  following  (he  was  taken  in 
labour,  and  fent  for  g.  midwife;  who,  after  wait- 
ing a confiderable  time,  and  notwithflanding  the 
pains  were  flrpng  and  frequent,  finding  that  the 
child,  which  prefented  in  a natural  pofition,  and 
was  very  low  down,  did  not  in  the  lead  advance, 
relu&antly  confented  to  my  being  called  in.  At 
the  time  I was  fent  for,  it  happened  that  I was 
attending  another  woman  in  labour,  and  was  not 
releafed  till  two  hours  afterwards ; when  I im- 
mediately vifited  this  patient,  and  was  informed 
by  the  midwife,  that  44  Jhe  had  performed  the  de - 
“ livery  with  a great  deal  of  trouble , and  not  with - 
44  out  dexter oufy  pufiing  back  the  bones  behind , 
44  to  make  way  for  the  head,  which  was,  very  large , 
44  and  had  lain  fo  long  in  the  birth , that  the  child 
44  was,  by  that  means , fill-born."  As  the  deli- 
very was  fucceeded  by  a fainting  fit,  much  at- 
tention had  been  paid  to  the  mother,  and  none 
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to  the  child;  which,  upon  the  prefumption  of 
being  dead,  had  been  huddled  up  in  fome 
cloths,  and  laid  by  in  a corner:  the  mo- 
ther being  now  pretty  well  recovered,  began  to 
fhew  fome  folicitude  about  the  child,  and  I 
obeyed  her  dire&ions  in  examining  it;  when,  to 
my  no  final  1 afionifhment,  although  it  was  very 
black  and  livid,  fome  remote  figns  of  life  re- 
mained, and  I immediately  divided  the  funis  be- 
low the  ligature,  which  had  been  too  precipi- 
tately made : it  at  firfl  bled  but  a few  drops  ; 
but  by  putting  the  child  before  the  fire,  rubbing' 
it,  and  wafhing  it  well  with  warm  brandy  and 
water,  the  bleeding  from  the  funis  increafed,  and. 
in  lefs  than  five  minutes  the  poor  infant,  much 
to  the  fatisfinfiion  of  its  parents,  was  fo  well 
recovered,  as  to  cry  with  an  audible  voice, 
proved  hearty  and  flrong,  and  is  alive  to  this 
hour  ; nor  is  this  the  only  infiance  where,  upon 
properly  examining  children,  which,  as  foon  as 
born,  have  been  laid  by  as  dead,  I have  been  fo 
fortunate  as  to  fee  them  revive  and  do  well,  I 
could  here  recite  two  very  particular  infiances, 

Z 4 befides 
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befldes.the  above-mentioned  ; but  as  they  might 
thought  to  imply  fome  oblique  reflexion  on 
the  practitioners  concerned,  I fhall  felicitate 
jnyfelf  with  the  retro fpeCf  of  haying  been  the 
pieans  of  faying  two  children  ; which,  without 

i , 

fuch  interpofition  and  care,  would  moll  probably 
•have  perifhed.  It  is  a very  pernicious  cufiom, 
and  too  prevalent  amongft  midwives,  to  tie  the 
pavel  firing  too  foon : and  agreeably  with  my 
own  experience,  as  well  as  on  the  authority  of 
fome  refpetfable  writers  on  this  fubjea,  I can 
aver,  that  it  ought  never  to  be  done  till  the  child 

has  either  made  water,  Jneeied,  or  cried. 

Dr.  Watts,  ip  his  Refieflions  on  Cow  and 
painful  labours,  chap.  ii.  has  employed  much 
pains  and  ingenuity  on  this  matter,  and  proved 
that  many  infants  die  convulfed  in  confequence 
of  the  funis  being  cut  before  the  grand  revolution 
in  the  circulation  is  accotuplifiied ; a dofirine, 
which  perfectly  agrees  with  the  precept  laid 
down  by  the  fage  Hippocrates  on  this  fubjea.  In 
the  fifth  volume  of  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Enquiries,  we  find  a lingular  account  of  a ner- 
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>us  cafe  in  pregnancy,  related  by  Mr.  James 
■jcas,  Surgeon,  at  Leeds,  and  communicated  by 
r.  Hunter;  in  which,  from  bleeding,  and  opi- 
n,  the  patient  received  the  mod  material  relief. 
•La  Motte,  is  of  opinion,  that  the  os  coccygis 
no  obftru&iGn  to  the  coining  away  of  the  child  ; 
,d,  although  Daventer,  and  fome  other  authors 
a later  date,  agree  in  advifing  the  thrufting  back 
the  os  coccygis,  when  the  head  or  buttocks  are 
) large;  it  appears  to  me  unneceffary,  as 
: os  coccygis  is  indued  with  fuch  a degree  of 
flicity  from  its  intervening  cartilages,  as  to  ren- 
it capable  of  receding,  when  the  protrufion 
the  child  is  effeded,  either  by  the  labour  pains 
mfelves,  or  by  the  forceps.~~LA  ^Iotte  ad- 
2S  us  to  be  very  cautious  in  examining  chil- 
n that  come  forth  apparently  dead  ; having 
n Jweral,  he  fays,  that  have  come  to  them- 
es again,  after  the  firing  has  been  cut,  by 
ting  them  befoic  the  fire , wctjhing  them  with 

wine,  or  blowing  fome  into  their  mouths.  Vide 

RTAl,  Obf.  ]g. 
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CASE  CXX. 

T 

X WAS  called  to  a patient  about  one  o cloc 

t | 

in  the  morning;  who,  from  a blow,  fell  ini 
labour,  and  had  continued  fo  for  two  days  ar 
nights,  previous  to  my  being  fent  for:  as  I w 
on  the  road  to  attend  her,  a meffenger,  who  h: 
been  difpatched  for  that  purpofe,  met  me,  ar 
informed  me,  that  the  woman  was  dead:  hov 
ever,  not  being  far  from  the  houfe,  I proceede 
thither,  and  received  the  following  account  fro 
the  midwife:  “ that  the  woman  had  accidental 
received  a blow  in  an  affray  which  had  happtni 
4 • in  the  neighbourhood , and  Joon  after  was  tak< 
41  with  labour  pains:  in  the  beginning  of  whi  | 
the  membranes  broke;  that  it  was  many  hou 
after  Jke  was  takenf  before  fie  (the  midwife)  u' 
u informed  of  her  filiation  \ thaty  at  frf , fie  fow 
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“ the  head  very  low , and  as  the  pains  grew  greater , 
jk‘  and  more  lafling,  expelled  the  child  to  be  born 
“ every  minute  ; but  although  the  pains  continued 
“ good  for  many  hours}  the  head  did  not  in  the  leajl 
come  forward ; at  length  the  pains  Jlackened , the 
1 woman  grew  fainter  and  fainter,  and  had  been 
1 dead  full  an  hour  before  I arrived ; but  had  not 
* been  attended  with  either  convulfons  or  flood - 
1 ing (lie  likewife  told  me,  “ that  the  woman 

0 

‘ was  not  very  young,  and  that  this  was  herjirjlprcg~ 
' nancy"  Being  permitted  to  examine  the  corpfe, 
[ found  upon  touching,  that  the  head  of  the  child 
refled  upon  the  perinceum , which  the  midwife  al- 
lowed to  have  been  the  cafe,  both  . before  and  after 
.he  ceifation  of  the  labour  pains : upon  a more 
flridb  enquiry,  I eafdy  perceived  the  greater  fon- 
tinelle , and  found  the  face  of  the  child  inclined 
towards  th  c pubes;  hence  I may  venture  to  affirm 

0 

to  a ceitainty,  that  had  proper  affiflance  been 
called  in  time,  and  the  forceps  been  applied  ; it  is 
morally  poflible,  that  the  lives  both  of  the  mo- 
ther and  child  might  have  been  preferved  : at  leaf!, 
it  was  fuch  a chance,  that  it  was  a thoufand  pities 
it  were  not  tried,  G AS  E 
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CASE  CXXI. 


A 


WOMAN,  fubje&  to  an  idiopathic  jaun- 
dice,  was  taken  in  labour  about  fix  in  the 
evening  of  the  third  of  February,  1777,  and 
fent  for  her  midwife ; who,  after  waiting  with 
her  a confiderable  time,  and  at  length  find- 
ing the  membranes  break,  aqd  a foot  prefent,  de- 
fined further  afliftance  might  be  called  in : it  was 
late  in  the  evening  of  the  next  day  that  I received 
the  meflage,  and  then  I was  engaged  in  a labour 
at  a great  diflance  from  home ; but  being  releafed 
by  the  delivery  of  the  woman  I had  been  with, 
in  about  half  an  hour  after  the  meffenger  was 
gone,  I haflened  to  affifi  this  other  patient,  whom 
I found  delivered  of  Twins,  by  the  natural  ef- 
forts only:  the  fi rfit  child  coming  fee t foremoft, 
and  the  fecond  with  its  head  in  a natural  direc- 
tion • 
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n;  there  were  two  diflinft  placentas , which 
th  come  away  after  the  birth  of  the  fecond 
ilcl.  I have  often  obferved  a yellownefs  of 
e fkin  with  which  fome  children  are  born, 

i 

hich  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  jaundice,  as 
generally  goes  off  after  a proper  evacuation  of 
t e meconium ; but  both  thefe  children  were  born 
ith  a confirmed  jaundice  ; for  the  albuginea , or 
hites  of  their  eyes,  were  of  a deep  yellow, 
hich  fpread  all  over  their  bodies ; and  the 
fine  which  they  made  tinged  the  clouts  and  li- 
en like  faffron : I never  met  with  fuch  a cafe 
efore:  although  fuch  means  were  ufed,  as  their 
mder  (late  would  admit  of,  it  might  be  faid, 
lat  the  jaundice  was  the  deflru&ion  of  them 
oth  ; one  living  only  to  the  end  of  the  fecond 
aonth,  and  the  other  to  the  beginning  of  the 
ourth.  M.  Portal*  in  his  Remarks  on  certain 
Difeafes  of  the  Liver , &c.  publifhed  in  the  Me- 
noirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris, 
akes  occafion  to  notice  the  jaundice  of  new'-born 
nfants ; and  fuppofes  it  an  affeffion,  not  to  be 
Dwing  to  any  difeafe  of  the  liver,  but  merely  to 
'.he  bile  infmuating  itfclf  into  the  lafteals  : he  tells 


us, 
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ns,  that  upon  paffing  a ligature  round  the  final! 
inteftines  of  dogs,  a little  below  the  opening  of  * 
the  duttus  choledochus , he  has  obferved,  that  in 
five  or  fix  hours  afterwards  the  tunica  conjunttiva 
of  their  eyes  has  acquired  a yellow  tinge,  and 
their  laclcah  have  been  filled  with  bile  : he  far- 
ther remarks  on  this  complaint,  that  the  liver  is 
fometimes  fufpefted  without  reafon  : and  is  often, ; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  unfufpeded  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe ; as  in  two  particular  cafes : one  of  the  pa- 
tients* was  a woman  who  complained  of  pain  in 
the  epigrajlic  region , attended  with  vomiting ; the 
diforder  was  treated  with  bitters  and  ftomachics : j 
but  the  patient  died  he&ic : on  diffe&ion,  the  fto- 
mach  was  in  a healthy  fiate,  but  the  liver  was 
enlarged,  and  difeafed.  Some  years  afterwards 
he  applied  this  obfervation  to  the  cafe  of  the 
Marchionefs  d’Epagny,  who  had  been  treated 
for  a fiomach  complaint;  file  had  vomitings, 
cough,  dyfpnoea,  fwelled  legs,  and  lie&ic  fevers  H 
upon  examination,  he  found  the  liver  enlarged, 
and  by  means  of  Kermes  mineral , given  in  fmall 
dofes,  with  terra  fohata  tartari , the  patient  reco-  i 
vered,  CASE  ! 


I 335  1 


CASE  CXXII. 


BOUT  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
fixteenth  of  December,  1772,  I was  fent  for  to 
E.  L.  of  East  Peckham,  who  had  been  in  labour 
eight  and  forty  hours : it  was  her  fecond  preg- 
nancy, and  (lie  was  in  her  forty-third  year.  The 
midwife  who  was  engaged,  informed  me,  “that  Jhe 
“ had  tried  all  her  Jkill , hut  was  unable  to  get  the 
“ child  into  the  birth  ; that  the  labour  had  been 
“at  a Jland  for  many  hours ; that  the  waters 
“had  broke  the  day  before:  and , it  xpas  her  opi- 
“ niony  that  either  the  mother  or  child  mufl  die 
and  this  difeouraging  verdi£l  I found  fhe  had  im- 

1 

prudently  communicated  to  the  woman  long  be- 
fore I came  to  her;  the  danger  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  attend  her  cafe  had  brought  together  no 
fmall  number  of  her  female  acquaintance,  who 


were 
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tvefe  all  prepoflefled  with  apprehenfions  for  her 
fafety.  The  pulfe  was  ftrong  and  good,  not  in 
the  leaft  weakened,  nor  accelerated ; and  from 
the  outward  appearance  of  the  patient,  there 
feemed  but  little  probability,  to  think  the  cafe 
fo  bad  as  it  had  been  reprefentcd ; (he  had  every 
now  and  then,  at  about  the  difiance  of  five  or 
fix  minutes,  very  ftrong  and  regular  pains ; and 
taking  the  advantage  of  one  of  them  as  (he  laid  on 
her  fide  upon  the  bed,  I found  the  os  tinea  oblite- 
rated on  all  fides,  and  the  membranes  and 
waters  pufhing  down  into  the  vagina:  and 
even  upon  the  remiflion  of  the  pains,  they  re- 
tained their  magnitude,  and  the  membranes  felt 
fo  tenfe  and  turgid,  that  no  part  of  the  child 
could  be  felt  through  them  ; fo  that  it  were  impof- 
fible  to  form  any  other  idea  of  the  cafe,  than  that 
of  the  labour  being  entirely  retarded  by  the  ex- 
traordinary tenfion  and  rigidity  of  the  membranes; 
and  that  the  child  was  buoyed  up  above  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis , by  the  large  quantity  of  water,  and 
thereby  totally  prevented  from  entering  therein  : 
therefore,  on  the  accefiion  of  the  next  pain,  I 
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ruptured  the  membranes,  when  the  head  imme- 
diately advanced,  and  the  delivery  was  brought 
about,  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes,  by  the  fimple 
force  of  the  labour  pains,  to  the  agreeable  aflo- 
nifhment  of  the  whole  company ; the  extrac- 
tion of  the  placenta  was  eafily  effeXed  : but  over 
the  furface  of  it  there  appeared  a great  num- 
ber cf  large  vehicles,  detached  from  each  other, 
and  full  of  a fluid  refembling  lymph . The  child 
was  born  alive,  and  the  woman  foon  recovered 
her  firength. — We  meet  with  fome  excellent  Re- 
marks and  Obfervations  on  tedious  and  lingering 
labours,  from  the  too  great  flrength  of  the  mem- 
branes, in  the  firfl  chapter  of  D.  Watts’s  Re- 
flexions ont  thofe  cafes.  Vide  Cafe  viii,  vol. 
of  this  Publication. 
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CASE  CXXIII. 

IsAAC  BLAGKMAN’s  wife,  of  Birling,  a- 
bout  eight  and  thirty  years  of  age,  being  near 
the  full  period  of  geflation,  by  a fright,  fell  into 
labour  ; and  after  fome  injudicious  and  inju- 
rious experiments  had  in  vain  been  made  to  ex- 

pedite  her  delivery,  and  which  had  caufed  a tu- 

» 

mefa£lion  of  the  pudenda  and  vagina , I was  call- 
ed in.  The  os  tinea  was  very  thick  and  rigid,  juft 
beginning  to  open,  and  tilted  backwards  towards 
the  os  Jacrum  ; by  the  head  of  the  child  prefling 
down  upon  the  bladder  and  return,  a great  and 
almoft  continual  inclination  to  urine  had  been 
brought  on,  and  the  faces  thereby  ejefted ; as  the 
weather  was  hot,  I ordered  a clyfter  of  water 
gruel  to  be  given  her,  and  repeated  occaflonally ; 
advifed  an  emollient  poultice  to  the  tumefied 

parts  : 
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parts : and  after  adminiftering  an  opiate,  with 
ftrift  injun&ions,  that  the  cafe  fhould  be  left 
to  nature,  till  it  was  found  necelfary,  from  the 
increafe  of  pain,  to  fend  for  me  again,  I with- 
drew, and  I was  not  called  upon  till  three  days 
afterwards  ; when  I found  the  head  very  low 
i down,  and  the  pains  as  numerous  and  fevere,  as 
ever  I met  with  in  my  life,  and  they  continued 
fo  for  upwards  of  two  hours  after  I came  to  her* 
when,  at  length,  by  their  violent  force,  the  head 
was  pufhed  through  the  os  externum : in  this  fixa- 
tion, after  reding  for  fome  little  time,  on  the  accef- 
fion  of  a pain,  I moved  the  head  from  one  fide 
to  the  other;  but  the  fhoulders  were  fo  uncom- 
monly broad,  that  it  was  near  half  an  hour  before 
I could  obtain  their  exit,  and  the  other  parts  pretty 
eafily  followed;  but  it  was  more  than  an  hour 
before  the  entire  exclufion  of  the  placenta , which 
was  unufually  thick  and  membranous. — It  is  an 
observation  of  La  Motte’s,  that  the  more  thick 
and  membranous  the  placentas  are,  the  more  they 
! are  apt  to  adhere  ; of  which  he  has  given  us  exam- 
ples, p.  149,  and  524.  The  bulk  of  this  child’s 

A a 2 
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head  and  body  was  very  confiderable ; the  total 
circumference  of  the  head  being  (ixteen  inches 
and  two  eighths;  and  that  of  the  body,  at 
the  (boulders,  twenty-four  inches  and  a half ; 
which  fo  far  exceeds  the  ufual  diameter  of  a 
well-formed  pelvis , that  it  is  really  furprizing 
how  nature  herfelf  fhould,  in  this  cafe,  have 
proved  equal  to  the  delivery.  The  mother 
recovered  (lowly,  but  the  child  died  of  convul- 
fions  the  day  after  it  was  born.  Some  years  be- 
fore, this  woman  informed  me  that  (he  had  been 
delivered  of  a monjlrous  child , whofe  mouth  bore 
a great  refemblance  to  that  of  a dog’s,  and 
the  hands  and  feet  were  both  inverted- : the  child 
was  then  living,  and  in  the  fixtli  vear  of  his  age ; 
always  laid  in  a cradle;  was  obliged  to  be  fed; 
was  entirely  helplefs,  and  lived  forne  months 
alter  I faw  it : the  deformity  of  this  pitiable  be- 


been  bit  by  a dog,  and  thereby  much  fright- 
ened, in  the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy. 
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CASES  CXXIV,  CXXV,  and  CXXVI. 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

May  28,  1771* 

I * 4 * 

•(  DEAR  SIR, 

“ W HEN  I had  laft  the  pleasure 
“ of  feeing  you,  you  will  remember,  that  the 
44  converfation  turned  upon  the  woman  patient, 
44  whom  I described  to  you,  as  having  for  years 
44  had  a particular  kind  of  tumour  between  the 
44  pubts  and  umbilicus ; (Vide  cafe  cxiii.)  and, 
44  who  was  then  fix  months  advanced  in  her 
fixth  pregnancy:  foon  after  conception,  (lie 
“ was  feized  with  rigors,  and  had  complained  of 
44  pain  and  heat  in  the  vagina,  and  region  of  the 
.*  pubes,  with  a fenfation  of  weight  and  heavi- 
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41  nefs  in  thofe  parts ; which  fymptoms  comi- 
“ nued,  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  till  fhe  came 
V to  her  full  time.  When  I was  fent  for,  the 
midwife,  who  had  attended  from  the  begin- 
" ning,  informed  me,  that  fhe  had  been  in  la- 
“ bour  for  the  four  preceding  days;  that  her 
“ pains,  at  times,  had  been  very  flrong,  but 
4‘  wrere  now  grown  much  weaker;  that  fhe  could 
not  tell  whether  the  membranes  were  broke  or 

* ' • i t * 

“ not,  becaufe  there  was  fomething  in  the  paf- 
“ fage  which  had  prevented  her  from  making  a 
“ proper  fearch,  and  that  a flooding  had  come 
“ on,  about  three  hours  before  my  arrival.  I 
“ found  the  pulfe  in  a feeble  flate,  and  the  wot 

“ man  much  exhaufled  by  the  quantity  of  blood 

» 

which  flie  had  lofl:  upon  touching,  to  know 
“ the  progrefs  of  the  labour,  } difcovered  a large 
44  globular  tumour , which  filled  up  the  vagina , 
14  and  felt  foft,  pliant,  and  fluctuating  to  the 
44  touch;  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  I paffed  by 
4t  it,  and  found  the  os  tinea  above,  fully  dilated, 
11  and  the  membranes  prefling  through  it,  and 
44  containing  fomething  fmall,  and  of  an  irregu- 
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" lar  fhape,  like  fingers  or  toes,  it  was  impoffible 
•<  I could  tell  which;  concluding  that  the  tu- 
“ mour  either  contained  coagulated  blood,  or 
“ that  it  was  an  abjcejs  arrived  at  a perfeft  flate 

u 

41  of  maturity,  I refolved  to  evacuate  its  contents 

* 

“ before  I proceeded  to  make  any  further  en- 
44  quiry  into  the  flate  of  the  labour  ; which  I 
44  accordingly  did,  with  the  points  of  a pair  of 
44  flrait  fciffars,  carefully  introduced  by  the  two 
44  fore  fingers  of  my  right  hand  within  fide  three 
44  fingers  of  my  left,  which  I had  lubricated,  and 
44  palled  up  the  vagina , to  confine  the  tumour 
44  for  my  purpofe;  immediately  upon  the  open- 
44  ing  being  made,  it  gave  an  exit  to  a prodigious 
44  quantity  of  glutinous  and  thick  matter:  foon 
44  after  its  difcharge  I made  an  examination,  and 
44  found  the  os  tinea  and  membranes  in  the  flate, 
14  as  before  deferibed;  but  could  now  very 
44  plainly  diftinguifh  the  feet  through  the  mem- 
44  branes ; and  confidering  the  weak  flate  of  the 
44  woman,  the  uterine  hamorrhage , and  the  pains 
44  as  too  flight  and  lingering  to  aflift  the  birth,  I 
44  ruptured  the  membranes,  took  charge  of  the 
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“ feet,  and  foon  delivered  the  woman,  as  is 
“ ufual  in  preternatural  prefentations,  of  a fmall 
“ female  child,  which  did  not  feem  to  have 
been  long  dead  ; the  placenta  was  excluded  in  a 
1 few  minutes,  and  the  patient  is  now  pretty 
“ well  recovered  ; detergent  injections  and  emol- 
“ llent  fomentation^  were  ufed  (o  the  parts  af- 
“ fc^ed  for  a few  days,  and  were  then  laid  a Ode 
1 as  totally  ufelefs.  I delivered  this  woman  on 
" the  25th  of  I aft  month;  and  on  the  29th  was 
lent  for  to  E.  B.  aged  fifty-one:  file  com- 
“ plained  of  continual  pains  in  her  back,  belly, 

• 2nd  thighs,  attended  with  coftivepefs,  a 

“ fuI1  Pulfe>  s^d  intenfe  thirft  ; fhc  had  borne 
feveral  children : and  upon  examination,  the 
" 05  tinca  felt  rather  longer  than  ufual,  hard,  but 
moift,  and  fomewhat  dilated ; I took  away 
" a few  ounces  of  blood,  ordered  ap  emoi- 

k t 

“ Hent  clyfler,  and  in  the  evening  exhibited  a 
“ neutral  mixture,  with  an  anodyne  ; after  which 
“ fte  held  pretty  well,  till  the  4th  of  this  month; 

“ m the  afternoon  of  which,  being  called,  I at- 
" tpnded  her  ; the  membranes  were  broke,  and  the 
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‘•waters  difcharged:  but  although  the  labour 

f<  pains  were  firong  and  frequent,  die  os  tinea 

» 

44  was  not  much  dilated,  and  felt  extremely  rigid; 
* “ I waited  that  night,  the  next  morning,  and  till 
r “ ten  o’  clock  the  next  night,  till  the  head  de- 
I **  fc ended  to  the  bottom  of  the  pelvis , and  I ex- 
jfl  pe^ed  that  nature  would  at  length  have  done 
the  bufinefs  ; but,  at  this  critical  jun£lure,  the 
“ pains  went  entirely  olf,  and,  although  fhe 

did  not  flood  in  the  lead,  yet  file  became 
languid  and  faint,  and  the  pulfe  began  to 
44  fmk:  I therefore  determined  on  making  ufe 
<$  of  the  forceps,  and  accordingly  placed  her  in 
a poflure,  between  fitting  and  lying,  with  her 
4‘  breech  to  the  fide  of  the  bed;  and  as  the  fitu- 
“ ation  of  the  head  was  afeertained,  by  one  ear 

“ being  to  the  right  ifehium , and  the  other  to  the 

inferior  part  of  the  left  ilium , I proceeded  in 
44  my  operation  with  all  poflible  circumfpeaion 
and  care;  and  after  differing  much  from  the 
“ cramp  in  my  hands  and  fingers,  applied  both 
“ blades  of  the  fiiort  forceps,  locked  them,  fe- 
cured  the  handles,  and  fuccecded  in  the  del i— 
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44  very  of  a very  large  live  child;  whofe  head 
44  was  fqueezed  into  a conical  form,  of  immenfe  i 
€t  length,  and  was  many  days  before  it  recovered.! 
“ its  natural  fhape  and  form ; the  child  was  for 
4«  fome  time  fubjeft  to  convulfion  fits;  but,  by 
“ proper  means,  has  recovered  from  them,  and: 
4t  is  now  in  a good  thriving  (late;  the  mother 
44  has  not  been  quite  fo  fortunate:  for  the  day  af- 
44  ter  her  delivery,  although  fhe  appeared  better 
“ than  could  have  been  expe&ed,  and  her  flrength 
44  was  much  recruited,  fhe  was  attacked  with  ai 
“ fever,  and  laboured  under  a fuppreffion  of  urine  - 
“ for  four  days  ; from  which  fhe  was  at  laft  re- 
“ lieved  by  the  catheter:  on  the  tenth  day  fhe 
•*  had  a miliary  eruption  of  the  red  kind,  which 
*4  covered  the  whole  furface  of  her  body  writh 
44  a violent  itching  : I was  in  hopes  this 
44  would  have  proved  critical ; but  (lie  flill  re- 
44  mains  in  a very  doubtful  flate:  on  the 
44  fourth  day  her  milk  began  to  come,  but  difi  I 
44  appeared  that  evening,  and  has  not  returned 
44  fince;  thedifcharge  of  the  lochia  has  been  in  pro- 
44  per  quantities  ; but  fhe  gains  no  flrength,  flceps 

44  little, 
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ft  little,  is  fubje£t  to  flu  filing  heats,  night  fweats, 
j 41  and  has  no  appetite:  notwithftanding  fhe  has 
I 44  had  fo  many  children,  fhe  never  before  expe- 
1 nenced  any  difficulty  in  her  labours,  or  after 
44  them. — We  have  a young  woman,  in  this 
• 4 neighbourhood,  about  four  and  twenty  years  of 
4‘  age,  wfio  has  mifcarried  Jive  feveral  times, 
**  about  the  beginning  of  the  fixth  month  of  gef- 
fl  tation,  without  any  obvious  caufe:  flie  is  na- 
44  turally  of  a delicate  habit,  but  has  always 
“ enjoyed  a tolerable  fhare  of  health.  — Your 
^ fentiments  on  this  occafipn,  will  be  efteeroccf 
" a particular  favour  done. 

44  Yours,  very  truly,  &c. 

P.S.  Upon  the  obflru£Uon  of  the  menjes , do  you 
44  not  find  the  tumefa&ion  of  the  mamma* 
44  And  the  yellownefs  of  the  ring  round  the 
“ nipples,  to  be  pretty  certain  figns  of  preg- 
44  nancy  ?n 

■ 
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the  answer. 

J * ' 1 J ’ T?  * * ' 

••  DEAR  SIR, 

••A  CCEPT  my  beft  thanks  foi 

<*  vour  laft  communications:  a plethora  migh 

4 

“ occafion  the  tumour  you  met  with  on  the  heat 
A 0f  tfie  fxtus;  it  was  undoubtedly  a bad  fitua- 
“ tion,  and  had  its  contents  been  hard  or  con 
**  creted,  might  have  proved  a very  dangerou 
<<  obftacle  to  the  delivery.  Amongft  the  Ob? 
« fervations  of  Portal,  there  is  a cafe  of  i 
“ woman,  who  -had  a large  tumour  in  the  in 
“ ferior  region  of  her  belly,  which  proved  fata 
*•  in  parturition.  Without  freedom  in  our  cor 
<•  refpondence,  the  advantage  intended  canno 
“ refult  from  it;  and  you  mud  excufe  me 
“ in  defiring  an  explanation  of  any  partial- i 

••  lar  circumflance  that  I do  not  perfeftly  com- 

<•  prehend : therefore,  let  me  know  the  fituatior 

..  of  the  chin  and  forehead,  in  the  cafe  whicl ' 

“ required 
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14  required  the  tife  of  the  forceps : the  advantage 
of  that  inftrurnent  is  every  day  more  and  more 
“ confpicuous  ; and  the  former  pra&ice  of 
44  turning  the  child,  and  bringing  it  away  by  the 
44  feet,  when  the  head  has  been  confined  in  the 
44  vagina , is  now  very  properly  difcarded.  The 
44  os  tinea  will  generally  open  in  proportion  to  the 
44  violence  of  the  pains;  but  probably  the  age  of 
44  your  patient  oppoled  an  earlier  dilatation  of  the 
44  parts. — In  fuch  inflances  as  you  mention,  pof- 
44  fib'y  mifcarriages  may  be  attributed  to  the 
44  uterus  being  limited  in  its  extent:  and,  in 
44  that  cafe,  the  fuppofition  will  hold  good,  that 
44  when  it  is  extended  to  a certain  degree,  it  ne- 
44  cellar ily  contrails,  and  of  courfe  forces  off 
“ the  extraneous  body.  The  fwelling  of  the 
44  mamma  is  generally  a fign  of  pregnancy,  when 
“ a woman  goes  with  her  firft  child:  as  is  alfo 
“ the  yellownefs  of  the  rofy  ring  round  the  nip- 
44  pie ; but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  when  once 
41  this  ring  is  difcoloured,  it  feldom  or  never  re- 
“ covers  itfelf.  I (hall  be  glad,  upon  all  occa- 
44  fions,  to  hear  from  you;  and  am,  &c.” 
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In  my  Reply,  I informed  the  Doflor,  that  in  th< 
Cafe  he  mentions,  the  chin  was  turned  up  to  th 
hollow  of  the Jacrum , and,  that  the  right  fide  of  th' 
forehead  was  to  the  pubes.-— In  the  Medical  Effay 
and  Obfervations,  vol.  5,  article  37 , we  mectwitl 
an  inftance  of  an  extraordinary  tumour  impeding 
the  birth  of  a child,  by  Mr.  John  Gem  mil,  Sur- 
geon, in  Irvine;  it  is  thus  related:  in  the  yea: 
1731,  he  was  called  to  a woman  in  labour 
whofe  child  was  born  as  far  as  the  oj[a  innominata . 
in  which  condition  it  had  been  four  hours,  a 
midwife  eadeavouring,  in  the  meantime,  ail  Hit 
could  to  bring  it  away;  he  found  no  difficult) 
in  putting  his  fingers  round  the  child  as  far  as 
the  head  of  the  femur ; but  by  no  means  could 

' • ■ j 

deliver,  till  pufhing  his  hand  between  the  child’s 

I 

thighs,  he  felt  fomething  adhering  to  the  child, 
through  which  he  thrufl  his  finger,  and  immedi- 1 
ately  a confidcrable  quantity  of  water  ruflied 
out;  after  which  there  was  no  difficulty  in  bring- 
ing the  child  away:  what  he  had  pierced  with, 
his  fingers,  proved  to  be  a bag  larger  than  the 
child,  which  was  of  an  ordinary  fize,  formed  by 

the  fkin,  from  the  os  pubis  all  round  the  anus-  j 

this 
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.his  tumour  was  of  the  fliape  of  a pear,  the 
mailer  part  of  it  coming  out  from  the  vulva  and 
mus;  when  he  opened  it,  it  was  all  compofed 
;f  membranous  divifions,  full  of  water,  which 
vere  difpofed  in  fuch  a way,  as  to  make  it  re- 
cmble  an  orange  or  lemon;  in  the  middle  of 

I ' 

p there  was  a hard  flefhy  fubflance:  he  adds, 
ihat  he  would  have  made  a further  examination, 
-»ut  was  prevented  by  the  women  prefent. — In 
me  Medical  Commentaries,  vol.  6.  p.  44^ 
idr,  William  Spiers,  Surgeon,  of  Ardee,  in 
ie  county  of  Lowth,  in  Ireland,  has  puh- 
[;(heda  very  fingular  cafe  ; wherein  he  was  called 
y a midwife  to  the  a fli fiance  of  a poor  woman  j 
/hom,  as  foon  as  he  came  to,  he  was  foli- 
ated to  try  fome  method  of  delivery  : fhe 

:'as  fomewhat  exhaufled  by  a flooding,  and 
:pon  endeavouring  to  find  out  what  was  uncom- 
ion  in  her  cafe,  he  difeovered  a large  tumour , 
Pft  t0  thc  touch,  and  of  a longitudinal  form, 
overing  the  os  internum:  at  firft,  he  miflook  the 
\imour  for  the  membranes,  and  imagined  the 
coding  to  proceed  from  fume  mifmanagement 
r c^e  111  td wife  ; but,  upon  a more  minute  exa- 
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mination.  to  find  out  the  fource  of  the  flooding] 
he  difcovered  it  to  proceed  from  the  tumour:  he 
found  alfo,  that  this  tumour  was  divided,  near 
its  middle,  by  a pretty  thick  membrane,  intc 
two  feparate  Jacs : as  the  woman  was  in  a weal; 
and  finking  (late,  he  thought  it  the  moft  eligible 
method  to  make  an  opening  into  the  mod  remote 
Jac , to  allow  its  contents  to  be  evacuated:  this 
he  accordingly  effe&ed  with  the  nail  of  his  fore 
finger,  and  let  out  a great  quantity  of  putric 
coagulated  blood ; in  the  interim  the  parts  were 
frequently  fomented  with  an  emollient  deco&ion 
and  in  the  intervals  of  the  fomentation,  a warn 
cloth  was  kept  continually  applied:  two  hour 
and  a quarter  after  the  blood  was  difeharged,  th 
membranes  broke,  and  the  waters  came  away 
the  child’s  head  prefented  itfelf,  but  was  flridh 
locked  in  the  pelvis ; he  waited  that  evening,  tha 
night,  and  the  next  morning;  and,  at  length 
finding  nature  not  fufficient  to  the  talk,  and  th 
woman  in  danger,  made  ufe  of  the  forceps,  am 
delivered  the  patient  of  a dead  male  child 
which,  from  its  livid  appearance,  feemed  to  hav 
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oeen  dead  a confiderable  time  in  the  womb : he 
nforms  us,  that  there  was  no  laceration  in  the 
perinceiim,  nor  incontinence  in  the  urine;  and 
‘the  woman  had  a fpeedy  and  good  recovery. — 
Ruvsch  fays,  that  he  has  fometimes  obferved 
Rumours  depending  from  the  head  in  new-born 
nfants,  which  have  been  more  than  equal  in 
nagnitude  to  the  head  itfelf;  and  remembers 
mce  to  have  feen  fuch  a tumour , even  larger  than 
he  whole  infant,  by  which  the  birth  was  ren- 
ted extremely  difficult ; but  ms  the  whole  tu- 
lour  was  replete  with  nothing  but  humours,  it 
Quid  not  abfolutely  prevent  the  birth:  he  adds, 
aat  he  has  fometimes  found  thefe  tumour s , not 
ltogether  humoral,  but  in  part  fleffiy,  and  even 
1 pait  cartilaginous.  In  regard  to  the  limited 
ate  of  the  uterus , as  mentioned  in  Dr.  Mac- 
enzie’s  lad  Letter^,  we  find  La  Motte  of  a 
milar  opinion  ; fee  his  Treatife  on  Midwifery, 

. 2oS» 
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CASES  CXXVII,  and  CXXVIII. 

Both  of  which  occurred  to  a Surgeon  in  this  Neigh- 
bour hood;  by  whole  Permijfwn  they  appear  in  thi 
Place . 

I S afliflance  was  befpoke  in  the  year,  i 7 6 1 J 
to  attend  the  wife  of  George  Balcomb,  o 
East  Malling.  Early  in  the  eighth  month  0 
her  time  he  was  called  to  her,  and  found  tha 
file  had  had  fome  fmart  pains,  attended  with,; 

* f*  » 

flooding;  both  of  which  wrere  now  abated  : he 
took  away  fome  blood  from  the  arm,  dire&ed  the  i 
patient  to  be  kept  cool  and  quiet,  and  chiefly  ir. 
a recumbent  pollute ; gave  her  an  opiate  as  at 
palliative,  and  for  the  prefent  left  her:  aftei 
which,  flic  continued  pretty  well  for  a week, 
when  the  pains  and  haemorrhage  fuddenly  recur- 
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ring,  he  was  fent  for  to  her  again,  and  treated 
*:er  m a finailar  maimer  as  before,  which  again 

o 11 

. procured  her  relief  for  the  pre fent : and  in  this 
manner  the  pains  and  flooding  remitted  and  re- 
curred for  feverai  weeks,  till,  at  length  he  was 
called  to  attend,  and  found  her  in  labour ; (he 
flooded  a little,  and  had  very  fmait  pains:  upon 
examination,  the  os  tinea  was  dilated  to  the 
breadth  of  a crown  piece,  and  unfortunately  the 
placenta  adhered  to  its  edges : as  the  woman  ap- 
peared uncommonly  drowfy,  and  lilllefs,  and 
an  entire  ceffation  of  labour  pains  had  taken 
place ; and  as  he  had  never  met  with  a fimilar 
prefentation,  he  dreaded  the  confequence,  and 
very  prudently  apprized  the  relations  of  the  dan- 
ger which  he  conceived  the  patient  to  be  in,  and 
advifed  them  to  fend  for  a fenior  Praaitioner 
from  Maidstone,  who,  at  that  time,  made  a 
great  Duflle,  and  had  th efirjl  name  in  this  branch 
of  practice;  when  he  arrived,  the  furgeon  in 
waiting  circumflantially  related  to  him  the  cafe 
of  his  patient,  who  was  then  eafy, ' afleep,  and 
the  flooding  had  flopped:  he  defired  him,  how- 
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ever,  for  his  own  fatisfa&ion,  that  he  would 
touch  her,  and  give  him  his  opinion  ; but,  con- 
trary to  the  gentle  manner  in  which  he  expected 
him  to  proceed,  without  faying  any  thing  to  any 
one  prefent,  he,  Jans  ceremonie , forced  his  hand 
up  through  the  vagina  quite  into  the  uterus  ; tne 
poor  woman,  under  this  hafly  and  inconliderate 
treatment,  fereamed  out  in  a mod  violent  man- 
ner j but  he  proceeded  in  his  rafhneis,  and 
brought  down  one  arm,  J wearing , that  he  thought 
it  had  been  a leg : the  other  Gentleman  of  the 
profeflion  expoflulated  with  him  on  his  condutd,  ; 
immediately  let  about  the  reduction  of  the  arm,  : 
and  with  all  neceffary  propriety,  foon  turned, 
and  delivered  the  child  ; but  a lyncope  and  diffi- 
cult refpiration  came  on,  and  the  mother  expired  ) 
in  half  an  hour  after  the  delivery  of  tne  child, 
which  was  bom  dead  —The  fame  Surgeon,  who 
was  firft  employed  in  the  foregoing  unfortunate  ; 
bufmefs,  was  alfo  in  the  following  year  retained 

in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Id wife  to  Mr.  H » 

an  Apothecary  of  this  town:  when  he  u as  firft 

• confulted  fhe  was  in  the  fifth  month  of  her  preg- 
* nancy,  I 
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nancy,  and  was  feized  with  a flooding  ; for 
which,  by  way  of  revulfion,  fhe  lofl  blood 
from  the  arm,  and  took  fome  internal  aflrin- 
gent  medicines ; but,  notwithftanding  all  he 
» could  do,  the  hemorrhage  remitted  and  recur- 
red the  fame  as  in  the  preceding  cafe,  till,  at 
length,  fhe  approached  to  her  full  time,  and  her 
labour  came  on ; he  was  fent  for,  and  when  he 
arrived,  found  that  fhe  had  had  ilrong  pains, 
with  a flooding,  for  fome  hours ; and,  upon 
touching  her,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  find  the 
placenta  attached  to,  and  covering  the  os  inter- 
num : upon  which,  he  pronounced  the  cafe  full 
of  danger,  both  to  mother  and  child,  and  urged 
the  neceffity  of  confulting  fome  other  of  the  pro- 
feffion:  accordingly,  the  fame  pra&itioner,  who 
had  been  called  in  to  his  afflflance  in  the  laft 
mentioned  cafe,  was  again  fent  for  ; and,  upon 
examination,  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
patient  was  in  no  danger  at  all,  and  would  do 
very  well;  as  the  flooding  was  flopped,  and 
there  was  no  appearance  of  its  returning  again, 
and  after  advifing  the  other  Surgeon  to  wait  pa- 

B b 3 tiently, 
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tfcntly  the  event,  he  went  away,  promifing  to 

return,  if  fent  for ; but  he  had  not  been  gone 

• » 

long,  before  the  pains  and  flooding  returned; 
and,  by  the  defire  of  the  Gentleman  in  waiting 
a Phyfician,  at  Rochester,  was  fent  for;  to 
whom  he  related  the  particulars  of  the  cafe,  and 
urged  the  expediency  of  immediate  delivery, 
which  he  thought  then  practicable,  and  the  only  1 
chance  for  preferving  the  lives  of  both  mother 
and  child,  whilfl  the  former  was  fiill  able  to 
bear  the  conflict  ; but  it  being  objected  to  by  the 
Phyfician,  on  account  of  the  abfencc  of  the 
other  Practitioner  engaged  in  the  cafe,  he  was 
fent  for  with  all  fpeed  ; but  fenfibly  affected  with 
the  perilous  date  of  the  cafe  before  his  arrival, 
jny  Correfpondent  thought  it  neceffary  to  break 
through  the  placenta  and  membranes , and  thereby 
give  a defeent  to  the  waters:  upon  which  the 
child  defeended  head  foremofl  into  the  inferior 
part  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  flooding  flopped,  and 
the  pains  continued  ; a crifis,  which  if  improved 
by  proper  attempts  to  deliver,  might  piobably 
have  piefeived  the  life  of  the  patient  p but  it 


was 


[ 359  J 

was  unfortunately  prevented  by  the  arrival  of  the 
otlier  Surgeon,  who  again,  peremptorily  avowed, 
that  in  his  opinion,  the  patient  was  flill  in  a fair 
way,  and  ought  not  to  be  meddled  with ; upon 
> which  he  went  down  hairs:  and  the  Surgeon, 
who  remained  in  the  room,  foon  afterwards 
evidently  perceiving  the  patient  grow  weaker, 
and  the  pulfe  to  intermit,  followed  him,  and 
expreffed  his  fears  of  the  cafe : upon  which 

he  again  went  up  flairs,  and  upon  feeing  the  pa- 
tient, flill  adhered  to  his  former  fentiments ; the 
futility  of  which  was  too  obvious,  for,  in  a few 
minutes  after,  the  patient  died,  undelivered,  and 
without  any  effort  even  to  fave  the  child ; which 

was  fuppofed  to  be  dead,  from  the  mothers  ha- 

# 

ving  loft  fo  much  blood,  and  not  having  felt  it 
move  for  many  hours  before  fire  died.  The 
Gentleman  who  was  pre-engaged,  is  himfelf,  of 
opinion,  that  the  poor  woman  was  abfolutely  loft 
by  delay : and  thinks,  that  as  the  child  was  low 
enough  down  in  the  pelvis , it  might  fafely  have 
been  delivered,  without  any  difficulty  by  the 
ftrait  forceps.  Vide  cafe  xxiv.  vol.  I.  and  alio, 
cafe  cix.  of  this  book.  It  will  always  be 

B b 4 found 
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found  worthy  the  mod  ferious  obfervation  of 
every  I ractitioner  in  Midwifery,  that  whenever 
the  placenta  is  attached  over  the  os  tinea , the  wo- 
man  can  never  be  free  from  danger  till  fhe  is  de- 
livered. See  Smellie,  vol.  iii.  pages  141  166, 

& 1 7 8.—' Tie  late  ingenious  and  learned  Dr. 
Foster  confiders  the  attachment  of  the  placenta 
over  the  os  tinea:,  as  one  of  the  mod  dangerous 
occurrences  in  Midwifery;  and  fays,  that  when 
^hc  placenta  happens,  as  it  not  unfrequently  does, 
to  adhere  to  the  collum  Uteri,  if  the  edge  comes 
only  near,  or  clofe  to  the  os  tinea , it  generally 
occalions  a flooding  in  the  courfe  ol  the  labour; 
out  when  tis  applied  more  or  lefs  over  the  womb, 
then  a flooding  mud  commence,  as  foon  as  this 
orifice  opens,  in  the  fmailed  degree;  and  as  the 
womb  is  generally  mod  and  fooned  didended, 
where  the  placenta  adheres,  this  again  brings 
about  the  earlier  dilatation  of  the  orifice;  of  courfe, 
therefore,  a Hooding,  in  this  cafe,  almod  con- 

I 

dandy  precedes  lpibour,  even  for  leveral  weeks, 
as  it  cornes  on  without  any  evident  caufe,  it  is 
alfo  wont  to  be  profufe,  and  though  not  difficult 
to  dc  doppea  lor  a time,  it  is  verv  certain  to  re- 

turn ; 
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turn ; but  fometimcs  it  rather  keeps  a conftant 
dripping,  without  profufion  or  interruption.  As 
j foon  as  the  danger  arifing  from  the  excefs  of  the 
evacuation,  or  labour  fupervening,  renders  it 
necefTary  to  feel  the  date  of  the  parts,  the  cafe  is 
to  be  more  clearly  diftinguifhed  by  the  touch  ; 
i ^or  t^ic  mouth  of  the  womb  being  always  more  or 
i lefs  open,  inflead  of  the  thin  fmooth  membranous 
bag,  yielding  fluctuation,  with  the  feel  of  fome 
i part  of  the  Jcetus  foft  clots  of  grumous  blood, 
as  in  other  floodings,  firfl  prefent  to  the  touch  ; 
paffing  which,  the  foft,  fpongy,  lobulated  fur- 
: face  of  the  placenta  is  felt;  and  the  greateft  cau- 
tion fliculd  be  conflantly  ufed  in  touching  ; not 
to  prefs  ftrongly  againft  it,  left  it  fhould  be  far- 
ther feparated  from  the  womb,  and  confequently 
increafe  the  difeharge.  The  cafe,  fays  our  Au- 
thor, being  thus  difeovered,  requires  the  utmoft 
attention:  firft,  not  to  attempt  the  delivery  too 
foon,  before  the  os  tinea  is  dilatable,  with  fuffi- 
i cient  eafe  ; for,  in  that  cafe,  there  is  no  doubt, 
that  every  fruitlefs  effort  to  ftretch  the  mouth  of 
the  womb,  would  endanger  a farther  feparation; 
but  as  the  flooding  is  the  urgent  fymptom,  let  ft 

be 
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be  treated  with  all  the  poflible  caution  and  care 
recommended  in  fuch  cafes,  until  the  fafety  of 
the  woman  abfolutcly  requires  further  aid.  Let 
the  hand  then  be  introduced , as  in  other  cajes , into 
the  vagina  ; let  the  point  of  the  fore  finger  be  puffed, 
gently  through  the  mouth  of  the  womb , and  with  the . 
mofl  eafy , infinuating , rotatory  motion  ; let  the  pla- 
centa be  perforated  by  it , particularly  in  one  of  the 
fulci  between  its  lobes , if  it  can  be  found ; let  the : 
finger  be  then  turned  rounds  fo  as  to  dilate  this  hole 
for  a fecond  finger , which  is  next  to  be  introduced  as 
well  through  it  as  the  os  tineas;  and  let  both  thefe 
orifices  be  thus  dilated  by  finger  after  finger,  and 
made  exactly  of  an  equal  fine,  until  they  admit  the 
hand  to  pafs  entirely  through  them;  when  the  foetus  I 
is  to  be  delivered  by  the  feet , as  in  other  flooding 
cafes , only  extracting  it  through  this  hole  in  the. 
placenta;  or , perhaps , only  through  a rent  in  its 
edge  or  fide , if  a portion  of  it  only  extends  acrofs 
the  orifice — by  this  eafy  perforation  and  laceratiou  I 
of  the  placenta , our  Author  has  met  with  con-| 
flant  fuccefs  in  many  very  dangerous  cafes,  and. 

all  the  evil  and  mofi  commonly  fatal  confe- 

quencesi 
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| quences  of  feparating  the  placenta , in  order  to 
pafs  the  hand  through  it  and  the  womb,  at  fome 
one  fide  or  other,  as  dire&ed  by  other  writers, 
been  entirely  avoided:  for,  the  flooding,  he 
fays,  has  never  been  hereby  perceptibly  increafed, 
whilfl  the  os  tinea  has  been  fufficiently  dilated: 
nor  has  the  lofs  of  blood  from  the  vefiels  of  the 
'placenta,  in  any  inflancc,  injured  the  foetus , as 
perhaps  might  have  been  expe&ed.  See  a new 
Method  of  treating  uterine  hemorrhages  after  de- 
livery, by  M.  Saxtokph,  M.  D.  (from  the  A<fla 

Havnienfia,  vol.  ii.)  wherein  the  attachment  of 

* 

the  placenta  to  the  anterior  and  other  parts  of  the 
ntci  ust  is  remarked  with  much  precifion  and 
practical  obfervation. 
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CASE  CXXIX. 

In  the  year  1775,  I received  a meffage  from 

a midwife,  defiring  my  a ffi fiance  in  the  cafe. 

of  a woman,  at  Mereworth;  fhe  was  pretty 

well  advanced  in  years,  and  in  labour  of  hei 

fir  ft  child;  the  cafe  had  been  very  tedious 

and  lin^erinsf ; the  waters  had  been  gone  off  tvvc 

days,  and  the  firft  ftage  of  the  labour  might  b< 

laid  to  be  compleatly  finifhed ; the  labour  pain! 

had  been  very  fevere,  but  had  totally  fubfidec 

for  the  laft  eight  hours ; the  pulfe,  the  counte-: 

nance,  and  general  appearances  of  the  patient ; 

indicated  extreme  debility : upon  examinations 

the  os  externum  was  uncommonly  callous  and  ri 

gid,  the  head  prefenting  with  the  vertex;  it  wa 

pretty  well  come  down  in  the  pelvis , with  the 

forehead  to  the  jacrum , and  an  ear  to  each  mum , th 

bone 
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>oncs  of  the  cranium  felt  extremely  hard ; confi- 
ieringthe  length  and  fevetity  of  the  labour,  and  the 
pace  which  had  clapfed  from  the  entrance  of  the 
bead  into  the  pelvis , as  well  as  the  debilitated  (late  of 
the  patient;  every  circumflance  decided  upon  the 
’propriety  of  ufing  the  forceps : but  having  fuffered 
much  in  my  health,  from  the  fatiguewhich  I had  un- 
dergone a few  days  before,  and  fearful  of  the  con- 
fequences,  as  the  patient  was  reduced  to  fo  low 
an  ebb,  and  the  rigidity  of  the  external  parts 
being  fo  great,  as  to  threaten  a dangerous  lacera- 
tion : in  cafe  of  exertions  to  deliver,  I defired 
another  practitioner  might  be  fent  for,  which  wras 
complied  with:  in  the  mean  time  I recruited  the 
patient’s  ftrength  with  proper  nourifhment,  and 
gave  her  every  confolatory  encouragement  in  my 
power:  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Surgeon  I fent 
to,  we  immediately  united  our  efforts  in  the  ufe  of 
the  forceps ; the  woman  being  laid  upon  her  back, 
and  the  circumference  of  the  pudenda  well  lubri- 
cated with  pomatum,  and  the  forceps  being  firmly 
fixed  on  the  head,  we  imitated,  in  the  mod  gen- 
| tie  manner,  the  force  of  the  natural  labour,  ob- 

' 1 * 
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ferving  the  ncceffary  intervals  of  reft,  brought 
the  head  through  the  pelvis;  and  in  bringing  it 
through  the  os  externum , to  prevent  the  laceration 
of  the  perineum,  counteracted  our  own  exertions 
with  a hand  carefully  applied  to  fupport  the  pe- 
rineum : at  this  crifis  the  woman  had  a faintino- 

O' 

ft ; during  which,  the  head  was  extracted,  the 
forceps  removed,  and  little  or  no  difficulty  at- 
tended the  extraflion  of  the  body;  the  child  laid 
fome  time  without  breathing,  but,  at  length, 
fhewed  fome  figns  of  life,  and  furvived,  though, 
in  a languifhing  condition,  till  the  mornine  of 

o 

the  fourth  day;  the  placenta  came  away  fponta- 
neoufly  in  about  an  hour  after  the  birth  of  the 
child ; the  mother  foon  recovered  from  the  fit, 
and  by  proper  care  was  gradually  reffored  to  her 
wonted  flrength.  It  is  but  candid,  however,  1 
to  acknowledge,  that  notwithfianding  our  utmofl 
deliberation  and  care,  during  the  operation,  vet, 
vve  were  fo  unfortunate  as  to  lacerate  the  four* 
cheltc ; which,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 

J 

rigidity  of  the  parts  were,  perhaps,  unavoidable:  1 
lie  injury,  however,  was  not  fo  great  as  to  re- 
quire 
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quire  a future , and  was  cured  in  twelve  days  by 
fomentations,  and  proper  dreffingS.  This  wo- 
man has  fince  borne  fevcrai  children,  without  fuf- 
1 fering  the  lead  inconveniency  in  the  birth  of 
cither  of  them,  except  with  the  lafl ; when,  I am 
informed,  the  arm  was  found  to  prefent ; and 
after  it  was  replaced,  endeavours  were  inefFe&u- 
ally  made  to  get  at  the  feet,  to  turn  the  child,  the 
patient  was  thereupon  left  to  herfelf,  and  deli- 
vered in  a few  hours  by  the  labour  pains,  of  a 
Jive  child,  without  any  afliflance  whatever:  a 
cafe,  in  many  refpe&s  fimilar  to  this,  we  find  re- 
lated by  Dr.  Schoenheider,  in  the  A&a  Socie- 
tatis  Medico  Havnienfis,  vol.  ii.  artic.  2?. 

. ✓ 
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CASE  CXXX, 

T .. 

-5L  N about  three  months  after  the  foregoing 
Cafe,  I was  called  in  by  a Surgeon,  to  a {lift  him 
in  the  delivery  of  Mary  Sampson,  a young  wo- 
man, of  a lax  habit,  and  fmall  flature;  (he  had 
been  in  labour  many  hours:  on  the  rupture  of 
the  membranes,  the  lowTer  extremities  both  pre- 
sented ; and  the  Gentleman  not  being  willing,  as 
it  was  her  firft  child,  and  (lie  was  a weakly  wo- 
man, to  rifk  his  reputation  on  the  event  of  the 
cafe,  had  advifed  my  being  fent  for,  which  was 
done:  as  the  pains  were  flrong  and  frequent,  we 
advifed  an  emollient  clyfler  to  empty  the  return, 
and  imagined,  the  delivery  might,  in  great  mea- 
fure,  be  efl'e£led  by  the  force  of  labour ; a very 
fmall  quantity  of  wTater  had  been  evacuated ; 
the  feet  were  very  diftintftly  to  be  felt  in  the  1 'agi- 
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t2:7f  and  Toon  advanced  without  the  os  externum  k 
but  then  made  no  farther  progrefs ; the  pains 
became  more  moderate  in  their  force,  and 
thinking  it  proper  to  lend  the  child  fame 
ance,  we  proceeded  lo  to  do  till  the  breech  had 
ddeended  to  the  external  orifice,  and  now  again 
the  pains  ihcreafing  in  duration  and  frequency, 
we  expe&ed  the  foetus,  which  was  very  large, 
would  have  been  expelled  by  their  force  alone; 
but  after  many  very  violent  pains,  it  did  not  ad- 
vance in  the  leaf!  ; a large  evacuation  of  the  me- 
comum  enfued,  and  as  the  umbilical  chord  was 
now  within  the  brim  of  the  pelhis,  and  we  ima- 
gined the  life  of  the  child  in  danger,  particu- 
larly from  the  preffure  it  might  fuhain  from  the 
head,  we  wrapped  a dry  linen  cloth  round  its 
thighs,  and  taking  firni  hold,  made  ufe  of  a 
proper  degree  of  pulling  force,  and  with  fome 
difficulty  delivered  to  the  fhoulders ; heffe  we 
had  a confiderable  flop,  and  not  without  much 
trouble  brought  down  the  arms;  but  the  head,  for 
fome  time,  refilled  every  attempt  we  could  make  to 
deliver  it;  and  duck  fad  at  the  bottom  of  the  pcl- 
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vis,  towards  the  arch  of  the  pubes ; we  therefore 
changed  the  woman’s  pofture,  from  her  back  to  her 
fide,  and  fearing  a material  injury  might  be  done 
the  under  jaw,  ufed  but  little  exertion  on  that  part; 
and  after  many  trials  with  the  fingers,  placed  on 
each  fide  the  nofe,  and  on  the  neck  and  fhoul-, 
ders,  taking  all  poffible  care  to  guard  the  peri- 
neum, at  length  delivered  the  head;  but  the  child 
was  ftill-born.  We  imputed  the  difficulty  of 
delivering  the  body,  to  its  being  too  large,  in 

f 

proportion  to  the  pelvis ; and  that  which  we 
found  in  delivering  the  head,  to  its  particular 
flru£lurc,  as  it  was  almofi;  one  entire  offifica- 
tion  ; the  perinceum  was  {lightly  lacerated,  but 
healed  in  a few  days  without  future ; a diffi- 
culty of  urine,  and  going  to  flool,  attended  the 
patient  for  fomc  weeks  alter  her  delivery ; and  flic 
recovered  her  flrength  but  very  (lowly  : altho  ffie  : 
had  no  extraordinary  trouble  in  her  two  fucceed- 
ing  labours,  a pulmonary  pthifis  enfued,  which  i 
te;minated  fatally. 
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CASE  CXXXI, 

T 

AN  AfRil>  > 764.  I was  called  by  a midwife,  to 
deliver  the  placenta  in  a woman  at  Ludsdown,  who 
had  gone  her  full  time,  and  been  brought  to-bed 
three  hours  ; file  flooded  violently ; and  upon 
examination,  I felt  p(art  of  the  placenta  without 
fide  the  os  internum  ; which  contra&ed  the  remain- 
ing part,  to  fuch  a degree,  that,  notwithftanding 
the  hcemorrhagt  might  have  been  fuppofed  to  have 
rendered  the  parts  lefs  refrflible,  I could  not 
pafs  my  fingers  above  that  part  of  it  which 
prefented  ; and  therefore  extraded  as  much  of 
!t  as  I could  conveniently  reach,  and  as 
■he  flooding  did  not  increafe,  adminifiered  an 
iptate,  and  left  the  reft  to  Nature;  which  fi- 
lifhed  the  bufinefs,  by  the  total  exclufton  of' 

•he  retained  parts  of  the  placenta  in  a few  hours 
lifter,  and  the  woman  gradually  recovered. 

Cca  CASE 
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CASE  cxxxix. 

— Y H — L was  delivered  February!* 
1766;  flic  had  an  eafy  natural  labour,  and  was 
brought  to-bed  of  the  child  by  herfelf;  but  a 
midwife  bein°;  fent  for  about  an  hour  afterwards, 
file  tried  to  deliver  the  placenta  by  pulling  hard  at 
the  firing,  which  foon  feparated  and  came  away: 
in  this  dilemma  I was  fent  for,  and  ufcd  every 

gentle  means  in  my  power  to  bring  down  the 

. . 

placenta  ; but  they  were  ineffe&ual : the  next  day  ; 
I tried  again,  and  was  equally  unfuccefsful : 011 
the  following  day,  her  friends  being  very  uneaiy,  , 
.1  made  a third  trial ; but  with  no  better  fuccefs : 
the  patient,  all  this  time,  was  not  in  the  lead  ill, 
except  now  and  then,  that  (he  complained  of 
ficknefs  and  nau'fea  : on  the  fourth  day  the  j \i- 
ccnta  came  away  of  itfclf,  as  flic  was  ufing  the 

chamber 
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chamber  pot,  and  had  not  the  lead  offenfive 
fmell ; fhe  was  a healthy  young  woman,  had 
borne  five  children:  in  her  firfl  labour,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  fhe  underwent  much  feverity  and 
pain  for  three  days  and  nights  fuccedively; 
and  was  at  length  delivered  of  a dead  child, 
with  the  crotchet,  by  an  eminent  Man- 
Midwife,  in  the  Borough;  but  in  all  her  la- 
bours, except  this,  the  placenta  had  always  fepa- 
rated  with  great  facility. — August,  1777,  having 
gone  her  full  time,  in  her  eighth  pregnancy,  fhe 
was  fuddenly  attacked  with  labour  pains,  and 
delivered  before  $ny  aflidance  could  be  procured. 
From  the  large  fize  of  the  child,  its  birth  was 
attended  with  a laceration  of  the  perineum,  which 
extended  to  the  vagina : and,  although  every 
common  relief  was  tried,  I underftand  a gan- 
grene enfued,  and  the  parts  ffill  remain  in  a 
fijlulous  hate,  beyond  the  poflibility  of  relief. 
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CASE  CXXXIJI. 

A 

XjlBOUT  feven  in  the  evening  of  August, 
13,  at  ^ie  delire  of  her  hufband,  I vifued 

a young  woman,  who  had  been  fuddenly  feized 
with  labour  pains,  and  delivered  of  Twins  before 
he  fet  off  for  me : I was  with  her  in  little  more 
than  an  hour  after  her  delivery,  and  found  both  the 
placentas  unexcluded  ; after  feparating  each  of  the 
firings,  and  fecuring  them  in  the  ufual  manner; 
I found  one  of  the  placenta's  in  the  vagina , and 
taking  hold  of  its  edge  with  my  finger  and  thumb, 
very  eafily  delivered  it;  but  the  other  appeared 
firmly  and  immoveably  detained  by  the  contrac- 
tion  of  the  os  uteri ; the  mother  of  the  patient 
expreffed  much  apprehenfion  and  terror  at  this 
c ire  urn  fiance  ; but  as  I found  no  very  urgent 
fypaptoms  of  diflrefs,  I withftood  all  her  remon- 

flrances, 
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flrances,  and  left  the  patient  under  the  peaceful 
influence  of  an  opiate,  not  doubting  but  the  fe- 
paration  would  be  fafely  effe&ed  by  the  fponta- 
neous  contra&ions  of  \hzuterus\  but  this  not  be- 
ing fatisfadory  to  her  mother,  another  Pradi- 
tioner  was  called  in  to  the  patient ; who  like- 
wife  finding  the  os  internum  firmly  contraded,  no 
flooding,  or  other  bad  fymptom  likely  to  fuper- 
vene,  very  judicioufly  declined  making  ufe  of 

4 

force:  although  any  violence  he  might  have 
offered  for  the  extradion  of  the  remaining  placenta 
would  have  been  held  in  a pardonable  light  by 
this  prejudiced  and  ignorant  woman,  who  hur- 
rahed him  exceedingly  with  her  importunities  ; 
the  patient  was  delivered  on  the  evening  of 
the  third  day,  after  her  delivery  of  the  re- 
tained placenta , by  the  flow  and  filent  ef- 
forts of  nature,  without  buffering  any  one  de- 
gree of  inconvenience  whatever,  except  a flight 
naufea , which  I believe  almofl;  invariably  arifes 
from  the  unufual  protradion  of  the  placenta:  it 
was  the  more  remarkable,  that  fo  flrong  a con- 

C c 4 tradion 
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tra&ion  of  the  uterus  fliould  take  place  in  this 
infiance,  as  the  patient  was  naturally  of  a lax 
habit,  and  had  always  been  fubjetd  to  profufe, 
painful , and  frequent  menflruations  : infomuch, 
that  I have  been  often  confulted,  and  been  obli- 
ged to  a flifl  her  with  tonics,  fly ptics,  and  opiates. 
Speaking  of  painful  znerflr nation,  Mr.  Hamilton 
obfeives,  that  it  chiefly  happens  to  women  of  a 
delicate  nervous  habit,  and  to  women  of  fafhion  ; 
and,  that  thofe  of  a lower  clafs,  who  are  inured 
to  hard  labour,  are  feldom  obferved  to  buffer  at 
thefe  times,  unlefs  from  a clifeafed  date  of  the 
uterus.  In  Cafes  of  this  fort,  he  recommends 

half  a grain,  or  a grain  of  opium,  to  be  taken 

1 * ' . * , • 

evening  and  morning  till  the  menjlrual  period  is 
over ; the  binding  quality  of  the  opiate  is  to  be 
counteracted  by  the  ufe  of  gentle  laxatives  or 
dyflers:  he  adds,  however,  that  thefe  indul- 
gencics  fhould  be  allowed  only  upon  emergen*? 
fi f$»  as  Uicy  ate  vvith  difficulty  left  off, 
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CASE  CXXXIV. 

O 

N December,  the  2 2 cl,  1770,  I was  called 
to  a woman  who  had  been  delivered  many  hours; 
sno  the  midwife  informed  me,  that  fhe  had  ufed 
ml  her  endeavours  to  bring  away  the  after-bur- 
thm,  but  it  was  entirely  out  of  her  power;  and» 
that  tlie  lafl  time  of  her  trying,  by  pulling  rather 
too  forcibly  at  the  funis , it  had  given  way,  and 
broke  oil:  upon  examination,  I found  the  os 

internum  fo  much  contracted,  that  it  would  have 
been  both  dangerous  and  difficult  to  have  intro- 
duced the  hand;  , pnd  as  there  was  no  very 
urgent  fymptoms,  I rather  chofc  to  adminifler 
an  opiate  for  the  prefent,  and  fubmit  the  bufmefs 
to  nature : on  the  following  day  I called  on  her 
again,  found  fhe  had  palled  a very  eafy  night 

and 
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and  on  examining,  perceived  the  internal  orifice 
lefs  rigid  and  more  dilated,  and  the  edcre  of  the 
placenta  protruding  through  it,  when  I allured  her 
of  her  fafety ; and,  that  it  was  a cafe,  in  which 
nature  of  herfelf  would  fucceed,  preferibed  her 
another  opiate  in  the  evening,  and  before  the  next 
morning  the  placenta  was  expelled  in  her  fleep. 
On  the  hxth  day  after  her  delivery  fhe  was  feized 
with  a diarrhoea , which  for  many  da)s  proved 
cbliinate ; but  at  length  gave  wav,  and  was  fub- 
dued  by  the  power  of  opium , given  to  the  quan- 
tity of  four  grains  a day ; and  her  recovery  was 
attended  with  no  other  impediment. 
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CASE  CXXXV. 

T 

AN  the  courfe  of  the  following  month,  about 
nine  o clock  in  the  evening,  I was  defired  to  go  to 
the  Wife  of  a Brickmaker;  where  the  midwife, 
by  having  too  haftily  pulled  at  the  chord , had  en- 
tiijy  luptured  it  from  the  placenta  ; I inhnuated 
my  hand,  properly  lubricated,  as  fhe  laid  on  her 
fide,  and  found  part  of  the  placenta  protruded  into 
tne  vagina  ; the  prefenting  portion  was  much  torn, 
and  came  away  eafily ; but  the  uterus  was  fo  (Irongly 
contracted  about  the  remaining  part,  that  as 
there  appeared  no  immediate  neceffity  for  forcible 
dilatation,  I judged  it  mod  proper  to  adminifter 
an  opiate,  and  leave  the  dccifion  to  nature ; the 
woman  was  of  a remarkably  flrong  conftitution  ; 
file  refled  pretty  well  all  that  night  and  the  fol- 
lowing day;  but  the  next  night  Hie  was  fuddenly 

feized 
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feized  with  naufea  ancj  vomiting,  upon  whieh 
my  attendance  was  again  required ; but  before 
I arrived  her  ficknefs  had  abated,  aud  fhe 
told  me,  that  a few  moments  before  file 
had  fuddenly  felt  fomething  come  away  from 
her;  which,  upon  examination,  we  were  well 
pleafed  to  find  the  refidue  of  the  placenta ; and 
the  woman  afterwards  recovered,  without  any , 
material  interruption:  fhe  has  fin ce  had  feveral 
eafy  and  natural  labours,  and  in  every  one  the 
placenta  has  been  always  expelled,  without  any 
trouble,  in  a few  minutes  after  the  delivery  of 
the  children. 
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C A S E CXXXVI. 

On  November  the  1 ft,  1771,  a poor  wo- 
man, who  wanted  two  months  of  her  reckon- 
ing, was  fuddenly  feized  with  violent  pains,  and 
forcing  downwards ; {he  fent  for  a midwife,  who 
foon  delivered  the  child ; but  in  attempting 

m 

to  obtain  the  placenta  had  ruptured  the  firing, 
and  left  the  placenta  behind  : after  waiting  about 
fix  hours,  and  finding  the  aftet-pairis  infufficient 
to  procure  the  difeharge,  I was  fent  for,  and 
found  the  woman  under  much  diftrefs  of 
mind,  and  hooding  copioully:  I thereupon 

took  the  advantage  of  her  pofition,  and  the  os 
internum  being  fufficiently  open,  introduced 
my  hand  into  the  uterus , and  as  the  placenta  was 
' altogether  detached,  cautioufly  brought  it  down, 
and  extracted  it  whole;  the  flooding  f00n  after 

O 

/ 

flopped, 
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t 3S2-  ] 

flopped,  and  the  woman  had  a very  flow 
very.  About  two  years  after  this  the  fame  wo- 
man was  taken  in  labour  at  her  full  time,  and 
delivered  by  a midwife  of  a very  flout  child; 
but  there  was  again  a retention  of  the  placenta ; 
which,  I am  well  informed  by  the  Gentleman 
who  attended  her  throughout  the  whole  cafe,  did 
not  come  away  till  the  thirteenth  day  after  her 
delivery,  and  then  in  a very  fetid  and  highly  pu- 
trid ftate;  the  patient,  the  whole  time,  was 
more  or  lefs  harrafled  with  ficknefs  at  the  flo~ 
mach,  anxiety  at  the  pracordia , and  griping  in 
the  belly;  her  pulfe  was  remarkably  hard  and 
full,  flic  had  frequent  flufhings  in  her  face ; was 
often  delirious ; and  died  of  a putrid  fever  and 
flux  on  the  twentieth  day  after  her  delivery. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXXXVII. 

[ 

COMMUNICATED 
IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

s 

Aucust  31,  177L 

" DEAR  SIR, 

■■  Elizabeth  middleton 

“ mifcarricd  in  the  feventh  month  of  her  preg- 
“ nancy;  in  two  hours  after  which  I was  called 
“ to  her:  endeavours  had  been  ufed  to  difensrase 

O O 

11  the  placenta , but  without  fuccefs  ; and  in  thefe 
“ attempts  the  funis  was  ruptured,  and  torn  away  ; 
“ fhe  had  flooded  from  the  firfl,  and  the  hcemor~ 
i{  rhage  being  now  increafed  to  a very  dangerous 
“degree,  I endeavoured  by  the  mofl  gradual 
“ dilatation  to  introduce  my  hand  into  the  ute- 

“ Tin  ; 
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at  rus;  but,  to  my  attonifhment,  found  that  it 
“ was  conttringed  in  the  middle  like  a J and 
at  glcifs,  and  obflinately  refitted  every  attempt 
“ which  I could  make  to  that  purpofe ; the  hce- 
“ morrhage  continued  ; cold  fweats  ; convulfions ; 
“ and  deliria  fupervened  ; and  the  poor  woman 
“ died  in  lcfs  than  half  an  hour  after  I came  into 
“ the  room.  Your  opinion  of  this  fatal  event,  willl 
“ be  etteemed  a frefh  obligation  conferred  on, 

“ Yours,  &c.” 


•I  ' — — — — - 

1 

M|1 

THE  ANSWER 

1 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

■•A  S a flooding  preceded  the  de- 
14  livery,  dangerous  confequences  might  have  been 
“ expe&ed  from  forcibly  extrading  the  placenta  ; it 

J 

li  was  a precipitate  meafure,  by  which  the  hamor - 
rfiage  mott  probably  wras  much  irereafed : in  f uch  I 

“ cafes 
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“ cafes,  I have  often  allowed  an  hour,  fome^ 
41  times  an  hour  and  a half,  and  without  the 
1 44  fymptoms  are  urgent,  this  will  always  be  found 
' 4‘  the  fa  fed  way.  It  is  an  idle  prejudice,  which 
44  obtains  in  refped  to  the  retention  of  the  pla - 
44  ccnta:  in  mod  cafes,  it  is  much  fafer,  that  it 
i “ fliould  entirely  be  left  to  nature  than  to  rifque 
4<  the  dangers  which  attends  its  forcible  extradion  ; 

“ and  yet  it  is  often  very  difagreeable  to  fubmit 
its  exclufion  to  nature  j but  it  mud  be  remem- 
bered, that  in  great  force,  there  is  more  than 
44  proportionable  danger  of  doing  injury  to  the 
“uterus:  the  medium  between  thefe  two  ex- 
“ tremes,  if  any,  will  perhaps  be  found  the  bed 
“ guide  to  our  pradice. 

“ I am,  See . 

« 

“ P.  S.  The  conflriclion  of  the  uterus  was  a 
‘ moll  fmgular  occurrence  indeed.  In  prerna- 
‘ turc  births,  great  difficulty  often  attends  the 
exclufion  of  the  placenta.  Was  vour  patient  un- 

' VoL-  U*  D d “ healthy 
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« healthy  during  geflation?  And  I fhould  be  glad 

“ to  know  if  her  labour  was  hafly,  or  flow  and 

, / 

**  lingering  ? ■■ T q wIticIi  I replied  . 'Thstil 
“ (lie  was  naturally  fubjeft  to  hyfteric  affec- 

/ I 

“ tions  ; had  been  very  fickly  and  bad  through- 
« out  the  whole  of  her  pregnancy ; and  had  a 
“ very  quick  labour.  ’ 
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CASE  CXXXVIII. 

A 

■i*.  POOR  unhappy  woman  was  taken  in 
labour  of  her  fourth  child,  in  the  Workhoufe  of 
this  town,  on  the  lecond  of  September,  1775; 
the  cafe  was  uncommonly  flow  and  tedious  ; for 
after  the  membranes  had  broke,  and  the  head  was 
advanced  into  the  middle  of  the  pelvis,  flie  un- 
derwent a ferics  of  fliarp  pains,  for  feveral  hours, 
before  it  was  delivered:  after  waiting  near  an 
‘ hour  for  the  feparation  of  the  placenta,  I made 
lufe  of  fomc  little  pulling  force  at  the  funis ; but 
as  there  were  no  figns  of  its  difcharge,  I introdu- 
ced my  finger  along  the  funis  to  the  os  internum ; 
which  was  fo  flrongly  contracted  as  not  to  admit 
the  point  of  my  finger,  and  the  uterus  had  fhrunk 
htfelf  into  the  form  of  a pouch:  not  choofing  to 
make  ufe  of  any  violent  efforts,  as  there  appear- 


[ ] 

ed  no  immediate  danger,  I adminiflered  an  opi-  i 
ate,  and  left  the  placenta , in  hopes  that  nature 
would  bring  about  its  delivery,  with  lefs  danger 
than  might  attend  a manual  extra&ion  ; the  patient 
flept  well  that  night ; but  the  next  day  I wras  haflily ; 
called  to  her,  and  found  her  flooding  violently  ;; 
there  now  feemed  an  abfolute  necefTity  of  bring- 
ing away  the  placenta , and,  as  file  had  a pendu- 
lous belly,  I placed  her  on  her  knees  for  that  ; 
purpofe  ; and  by  the  direction  of  the  chord  cafily^i 
found  the  os  internum , which  was  more  reiaxed* 
and  I gradually  dilated  it;  firft,  by  introducing  one 
finger,  than  another,  and  fo  on,  till  my  whole 
hand  had  got  ad  million  into  the  uterus:  I paiiec 
fever al  coagula  of  blood,  and  found  the  placenta 
flrongly  adhering  to  the  fundus  uteri:  I movec 
niv  fingers  round  the  placenta^  and  endeavoured  tCi 
detach  it  as  gently  as  poffible  ; but  it  was  fo  v ery 
tender,  that  it  broke  away  from  the  touch,  and 
upon  withdrawing  my  hand,  I wras  only  abl« 
to  bring  away  fo  much  of  it  as  I could 

grafp  between  my  fingers:  I was  about  t) 

mak 


woman  was 
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make  another  attempt ; but  the 
Ifeized  with  convulfions,  and  before  any  thing 
more  could  be  done,  the  pulfe  funk,  cold  fweats 
came  on,  and  (lie  expired.  In  this  cafe,  even 
-hofe  who  are  advocates  for  introducing  the 
land,  to  bring  away  the  placenta  as  foon  as  the 
"child  is  delivered,  mud,  I think,  have  been 
equally  unfuccefsful ; for,  although  it  might 
lave  been  poffible  to  have  made  way  for  the 
land  by  forcible  dilatation,  from  the  ftrong  ad- 
efion  of  the  placenta  to  the  Jandus  uteri , and 
s tender  texture,  it  is  mod  probable,  the  cafe 
fould  then  have  proved  fatal. 
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CASE  CXXXIX. 

- 

In  June,  17S0,  I was  called  to  the  wife  of 

Richard  Wooden,  of  this  place;  ffie  was  near 
♦ « 

forty  years  of  age,  and  in  labour  of  her  fixth  1 
child;  the  membranes  and  waters  opened  the  os 
uteri  in  a very  flow  manner ; at  length,  the  pains 
forced  them  down  lower  and  lower,  till  the  mem~' 
branes  gave  way,  and  the  head  was  delivered  ; 1 1 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  fome  degree  of' 
flrength  in  bringing  along  the  (boulders,  but 

j 

had  no  farther  difficulty  with  the  child  ; after 
waiting  more  than  an  hour  for  the  reparation  of 
the  placenta,  in  time  of  a pain  I began  to  make, 
ufe  of  a little  pulling  force,  but  without  the  de- 
filed efietd:  upon  examining  into  the  date  of  the:! 
os  internum,  I found  it  contracted  into  fo  fmall  al 
(pace,  that  it  was  really  furprizing  how  it  could  I 

happen 
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happen  fo  foon,  after  having  undergone  fucli 
great  extenfton ; as  no  urgent  fyrnptotns  ap- 
peared, I thought  it  heft  to  give  the  patient  an 
opiate,  and  leave  the  reparation  of  the  placenta 
to  the  fpontaneous  contractions  of  the  uterus  ; 
fhc  palled  a pretty  good  night ; but  as  T was 
much  importuned  to  make  the  extraction  of  the 
placenta , 1 made  fome  efforts  to  that  purpofe,  but 
to  no  effect;  for  the  os  internum  remained  fo 
clofely  contracted,  that  it  would  have  been  both 
difficult  and  dangerous  to  have  attempted  the  di- 
latation of  it : on  the  fourth  day  I made  another 
effay,  but  to  no  better  purpofe  than  before : on 
the,  fixth  day  the  funis  came  away  in  a putrid 
flate;  the  os  internum  was  Rill  clofely  contracted  : 
on  the  feventh,  the  poor  woman  was  feized 
with  rigours  and  delirium  ; fhe  had  a clyller  in 
the  evening,  and  proper  medicines  prelcribed, 
but  her  ffomach  rejected  both  food  and  medi- 
cine ; file  was  convulfed  and  relilefs  all  through 
the  night;  the  pulfe  was  weak  and  quick  ; fhe 
was  attacked  with  a Jubfultus:  on  the  eighth  day  a 
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Jingultus  and  fjncope  came  on;  the  pul fe  was 
almoft  imperceptibly  low;  foon  loft  in  a tre- 
mulous flutter ; and  the  patient  died  with  the 
fecundities  totally  unexcluded. 


i 
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.CASE  CXL, 

Q 

kJOON  after  the  above  Cafe,  I was  fent  for 
by  a Surgeon  who  was  attending  a woman  in 
labour  of  her  third  child  ; the  os  tincce , he  ac- 
quainted me,  had  opened  in  a flow  and  gradual 
manner,  and  the  delivery  had  been  eafy  and  na- 
tural ; but  it  was  now  full  two  hours  fmee  the 
birth  of  the  child,  and  the  placenta  was  fo  immov- 
ably fa  ft,  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  adhefion 
to  forne  part  of  the  uterus ; he  had  feveral  times 
tried  the  common  methods  of  pulling  at  the  fu- 
nis, and  directing  the  patient  to  bear  down  ; but 
all  in  vain  ! and  the  patient  beginning  to  flood, 
he  defired  I might  be  called  in:  it  was  but 
right  to  acknowledge  the  propriety  with  which 
this  Gentleman  had  conducted  the  labour;  and 
as  the  patient  had  a pendulous  belly,  I recom- 


mended 
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mended  her  pofition  to  be  on  her  back,  with  her 
breech  fomewhat  elevated  above  her  fhoulders* 
and  gently  introducing  my  hand  into  the  utcrust 
found  the  placenta  flightly  adhering  to  its  fore- 
part ; I eafdy  feparated  it  from  its  adhefion  with 
my  fingers,  and  foon  effe&ed  the  total  extraction 
of  it;  the  flooding,  which  had  been  only  inci- 
pient, foon  flopped,  and  the  woman  had  a 
pretty  good  recovery. — Mauriceau,  in  his  di- 
reClions  to  extra#  the  placenta  when  the  firing  is 
broke,  mentions  a Cafe,  wherein  the  midwife 
pulled  the  womb  near  the  inner  orifice,  in  Read 
of  the  burthen,  which  was  behind  : but  when 
die  perceived  all  her  endeavours  vain,  not  with- 
out making  the  poor  woman  fuller  extremely,  Ihe 
yielded  her  up  to  him,  confelfing  her  incapacity  : 
although  floe  had  vaunted  before,  that  file  was 
more  fkilful  in  her  art  than  atiy  Surgeon;  by 
which  it  feems,  fays  the  Tranflator  of  our  Au- 
thor, that  midwives,  in  other  counuies,  as  well 
as  fome  in  England,  have  this  pernicious  va- 
nity: He  alfo  gives  us  another  Calc,  wherein  he 
was  called  to  a poor  woman,  whom  he  helped 

three 
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three  days  after  Hie  was  delivered,  being  half 
gone,  and  attended  by  a Midwife;  he  found  the 
patient  in  continual  pain  all  over  her  belly,  which 
held  her  like  throes  of  another  travail,  voiding 
black  humours,  extremely  {linking  and  offenfive  ; 
with  which  die  had  alfo  great  pain  in  her  head, 
and  a fever;  which,  in  a lliort  time,  he  fays, 
would,  without  doubt,  have  augmented,  if  he 
had  not  prcfcntly  fetched  away  what  remained ; 
wherefore,  having  enquired  of  the  perfons  prefent 
in  the  chamber,  how  fhe  was  delivered,  and  when  : 
he  was  informed,  not  yet  three  whole  days;  but, 
that  the  Midwife  not  being  able  to  fetch  all,  did 
only  bring  away  fome  fmall  pieces  of  the  bur- 
then ; and  told  them,  that  they  need  not  be 
troubled  at  what  remained  ; perfuading  them  that 
it  would  come  away  of  itfelf,  and  that  nothing 
more  was  needful  but  patience:  Our  Author  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  Midwife  was  not  fo  much  to  be 
blamed,  for  not  having  delivered  this  woman,  as 
(lie  was  in  not  acquainting  her,  that  (lie  needed 
more  help,  when  fhe  found  that  it  was  beyond 
her  (kill : after  this  information,  having  palled 


two 
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two  of  his  fingers  into  the  vagina,  he  found  the 
os  internum  almofl  quite  clofed : into  which, 
however,  he  got  his  fore  finger,  and  by  moving 
it  to  and  again,  without  taking  it  away,  dilated 
it  fo  as  to  introduce  another  finger;  with  which 
two  alone,  being  not  able  to  get  in  the  reft,  he 
brought  away  three  pieces  of  the  after-birth,  of 
the  bignefs  of  a walnut,  which  were  left  behind, 
taking  them  one  after  the  other  with  his  two  fin- 
gers,  as  crabs  do  when  they  gripe  any  thing  with 
one  of  their  forked  claws;  by  which  means,  in 
a final!  time,  he  totally  delivered  the  woman; 
who,  immediately  after,  felt  no  more  pain,  and 
loon  recovered.  Vide  Dionjs,  chap.  5.  and 
Daventer,  chap.  28. — Chapman  gives  the  cafe 
of  a woman,  he  once  delivered;  where  one  child 
was  born  by  the  natural  pains,  and  the  placenta 
would  very  cafilv  have  followed,  had  he  not 
palled  up  his  hand  to  prevent  the  uterus  from 
doling,  and  thereby  difcovered  an  emaciated 
child,  and  its  diftinft  placenta , which  he  found, 
and  immediately  brought  away;  without  which 
a fh fiance,  he  obferves,  fhe  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility. 
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bilitv  have  been  put  to  red  with  an  emaciated 
child  in  her  womb:  to  the  fame  author,  we  arc 
alfo  obliged  for  the  cafe  of  an  after-birth  retain- 
ed, and  extra&ed  five  days  after  delivery  ; the 

i 

filing  had  been  broke  off  by  the  attempts  of  the 
Midwife;  he  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb  fo 

• much  contra&ed,  as  but  j aft  to  allow  o(  two 
fingers:  but,  by  degrees,  he  introduced  a third, 
and  at  length  his  whole  hand  ; he  then  perceived 
that  the  placenta  adhered  to  the  uterus,  in  its 
whole  bieadth  ; which  was  the  reafon  there  had 
been  no  flooding,  and  but  few  of  the  lochia , 
which  retention  had  caufed  a very  unkind  fort  of 
a fever:  he  feparated  the  placenta  from  the  uterus 
gently  with  his  fingers,  and  fo  brought  it 
away  with  his  hand ; and,  by  proper  medicines 
and  care,  the  woman  recovered  beyond  all  hopes : 
In  another  cafe,  the  patient  was  fo  nearly  ex- 
hauflcd,  that  he  exposed  her  every  moment 
to  expire;  yet  he  went  up  into  the  uterus  by 
the  direction  of  the  filing,  and  feparated 
the  remaining  part  of  the  burthen,  and  brought 
it  away  ; which  done,  the  flooding  foon  flop- 
ped,  yet  flic  remained  in  a doubtful  (late,  as 


to 
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to  life  or  death;  but  by  proper  cordials,  arid  a 
regimen,  after  fome  time,  the  patient  recovered 
her  health  and  fpirits. — Giffard  has  the  fol- 
lowing Cafes  of  retained  placenta . In  Cafe  Xxiii. 
after  having  performed  the  delivery  with  his  ex- 
tractor, he  found  the  placenta  adhering  to  the 
uterus ; which  he  gently  divided  with  the  ends 
of  his  fingers,  and  delivered  it.  In  xxxi.  the 
child  was  born,  and  the  placenta  left  behind  ; the 
Midwife  had,  in  vain,  made  many  attempts  tQ 
deliver  it ; and  as  the  foetus  had  been  long  born, 
he  thought  no  more  time  ought  to  be  loft  ; and 
therefore  immediately  paffed  up  one  hand  (with 
the  other  taking  hold  of  the  firing  below,  which 
ftill  remained  fixt  to  the  placenta)  and  found 
part  of  the  burthen  much  torn,  and  protruded 
out  of  the  uterus  into  the  vagina ; but  the  greater 
part  remaining  in  the  uterus , the  inner  orifice 
was  fo  much  contracted,  that  at  firft  he  could 
fcarce  put  up  the  ends  of  his  two  fore-fingers; 
but,  after  fome  time,  he  dilated  it  fo  much,  that 
he  was  able  to  pafs  his  hand,  and  feparate  it 


he 
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he  brought  it  out.  In  xxxiv.  he  was  called  to  a 
woman,  where  the  child  was  born,  but  the  pla- 
centa was  left  behind,  the  Midwife  not  being  » 
able  to  letch  it : the  vagina  was  filled  with  clots 
of  blood,  which  he  immediately  brought  away, 
and  then  palled  his  hand  to  the  os  internum , 
which  he  found  much  contracled  : in  endeavour- 
ing to  draw  out  the  placenta  with  the  firing,  he 
found  it  fiuck  to  the  uterus ; he  therefore  paffed 
his  hand  up  within  the  vagina , gently  dilating 
the  os  internum ; and  then,  with  the  euds  of  his 
fingers,  feparated  the  placenta  (taking  care  not  to 
hurt  the  womb  with  his  nails,  or  ends  of  his 
fingers)  and  brought  it  away ; but  as  the  bur- 
then was  in  part  feparated  from  the  uterus  be- 
fore he  came,  a large  quantity  of  blood  was  ex- 
travafated  in  the  vagina  and  womb,  by  which 
the  poor  woman  was  become  very  faint:  how- 
ever, by  the  ufe  of  proper  cordials,  the  com- 
plaint went  off,  and  fire  rcovered  very  fafi. 

In  lxxii.  the  child  was  born  half  an  hour  before 
he  was  fent  for,  and  the  Midwife  was  not  able 
to  extraft  the  placenta ; which,  upon  palling  his 

hand, 
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hand,  he  found,  in  part,  feparated  from  the 
womb,  and  lying  again!!  the  os  internum , and 
the  other  part  adhering;  the  os  internum  was 
much  contracted,  which  gave  him  forne  dilh- 
culty  in  bringing  away  the  placenta ; the  patient 
was  fo  weak  and  low,  he  was  afraid  (lie  would 
have  died  before  he  could  have  finifhed  his 
work,  (he  having  loft  a great  quantity  of  blood, 
occafioned  by  the  feparation  of  the  placenta , and 
its  remaining  in  the  uterus : as  foon  as  the  after- 
burthen  was  brought  away,  the  Hooding  flopped, 
the  womb  immediately  contra&ing  itfelf;  by  which 
the  mouths  of  the  veffels  were  fo  completed 
that  the  blood  could  not  pafs  through  them, 
and  by  proper  care  afterwards  the  patient  was 
faved.  In  Ixxiv.  the  woman  had  been  delivered 
of  two  children,  the  one  about  twelve  o’clock 
that  day,  and  the  other  about  two  hours  before 
he  was  fent  for;  he  found  the  woman  very  weak, 
and  her  pulfe  low  from  a great  lofs  of  blood  ; 
he  immediately  took  hold  of  the  firings  of  both 
the  burthens,  and  twilling  them  about  the  fin- 
gers of  one  hand,  palled  up  the  other  to  the  in- 


ner 
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Her  orifice,  which  was  To  much  contracted,  that 
he  could  not  readily  get  it  in ; but  having  di- 
lated the  os  internum  with  his  fingers,  in  a fhort 
time  he  pafTcd  up  his  whole  hand,  and  found 

i 

one  placenta  clofely  adhering  to  the  uterus,  which 
he  gently  feparated  with  the  ends  of  his  fingers, 
and  drawing  it  forwards,  it  came  away:  he  wen 
in  fcarch  of  the  other  placenta , and  finding  it 
fluck  like  the  former,  he  took  the  fame  method, 
and  readily  brought  that  away,  her  flooding  im- 
mediately flopped;  but  from  her  great  lofs  of 
blood  (lie  was  very  faint,  and  fwooned  away  fe- 
veial  times  : however,  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  her 
pulfe  began  to  beat  ftrong  again,  and  (he  gra- 
dually recovered.  In  Ixxv.  about  three  davs  be- 

j 

ore  he  was  called  to  deliver  the  woman  lafl 
nentioned,  the  placenta  was  left,  a woman 
lad  been  delivered  of  one  child;  but  flic 
vas  io  wcaK,  that  he  was  afraid  flic  would 
lave  expired  before  he  could  have  done  his 
.•or’< ; for  her  pulfe  was  fo  low,  that  he  could 
tot  perceive  the  leaft  motion  or  vibration  ; flic 
ad  cold  clammy  fweats,  and  foveral  fyncopes ; 
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fo,  that  he  expelled  her  death  every  moment,  of 
which  he  acquainted  her  hufband,  and  others, 
prefent.  The  bufinefs  being  wholly  left  to  his 
conduit,  he  knew  of  no  other  alternative,  than 
to  immediately  bring  away  the  placenta , and  ac- 
cordingly palfed  his  hand  through  the  vagina 

into  the  uterus ; where  he  found  it,  partly 

* « 

feparated,  and  partly  adhering ; he  therefore  fe-  • 
parated  it  in  the  ufual  manner,  and  brought  it  all  l 
away  with  the  membranes ; the  flooding  flopped, 
yet  (lie  remained  in  a doubtful  date,  as  to  life  or 
death,  for,  at  lead,  two  hours,  often  fainting 
away ; Hie  had  cold  fweats,  very  little  or  no 
pulfe,  and  very  great  redleffnefs  ; fo,  that  he 
was  again  apprehenfive  that  fhe  would  have  died 
every  moment ; he  ordered  her  wine  and  other 
cordials,  till  the  pulfe  began  to  rife  ; the  cold 
fweats  went  oil,  and  her  extreme  parts  became 
warm  again  : after  which  Hie  gradually  recovered 
her  drength  and  fpirit.  In  Cafe  lxxix.  the  pit i- 
ccnta  was  left  behind,  after  the  delivery,  about 
an  hour  and  a half  before  he  came;  the  os  inter- 
num was  contra&ed  about  the  burthen  ; he  di- 
lated 
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‘r'ed  “ m a filort  dtne,  and  brought  away  the 
'laania;  but,  notvyithftanding  all  his  care  after- 
^ards,  the  patient  lived  but  till  the  next  morn- 
■ng  two  o’clock..  In  the  fame  year,  he  Vifited  a 
■auent,  whofe  placenta  was  left  behind  in  the 
omb  alter  delivery,  and  found  it  MU  been  re- 
uned  fome  hours;  whereupon  he  paffed  up  his 
and  into  the  vagina,  and  found  it  in  part  pro- 
uded  into  it,  and  palling  his  hand  forward 
rough  the  os  internum,  and  uterus,  to  examine  if 
adhered  to  the  latter,  he  found  it  loo fe,  and 
on  brought  it  away.  In  Cafe  Ixxxviii.  the  child 

1S  b°rn;  and  £he  Midwife,  upon  endeavouring 
fetch  the  placenta,  had  pulled  the  firing  tol 

Jcly,  and  broke  it  off;  from  whence,  and  the 
ccnla's  remaining  in  the  uterus,  a large  fiood- 
1 enlued ; fo,  that  when  he  came,  the  poor 
uian  was  very  weak,  and  laboured  under  cold 
ats  and  farmings  ; he,  therefore,  immediately 
id  up  his  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  found 

1 °f  tHc  burthen  Pro^uded  into,  and  lying, 

;hc  Pa,TaSei  die  inner  orifice  was  kept  open,' 
the  uterus  fomewhat  difiended  by  the  pjJ. 

E e 2 cenfa ; 
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centa;  he  took  hold  of  the  part  of  it  which  prcn 
trudcd,  and  drew  it  gently  towards  him}  bu  i 
finding  it  ftuck  above,  he  palled  his  hand  up  t 
the  inner  orifice,  and  fomewhat  dilated  it;  t.j 


which  he  difengaged  the  placenta , and  imm<  i 
diately  brought  it  all  away.  In  Cafe  xci.  tl 
child  was  born,  and  the  placenta  leFt ; the  flrii 
and  membranes  were  Fo  contrafied  togetnci,  th 
they  Feemed  to  be  another  firing;  he  pafied  b 
hand  into  the  vagina,  and  Found  the  placent 
in  part,  protruded  into  it,  and  with  little  dif 
culty  Foon  brought  it  away  whole.  In  his  nc 
CaFe,  he  Found  the  placenta  left  in  the  uterus , a: 
the  firing  torn  away;  the  os  internum  was've 
much  cloFed  and  contra<fied,  Fo  that  he  could  r 

readily  paFs  his  hand  beyond  it  into  the  ui,ert*i 

' u 

which  was  Fo  collapFed  and  contracted,  tl 

when  he  got  his  hand  in,  he  could  i 
readily  move  it;  he  endeavoured  to  t; 
hold  of  the  placenta,  but  it  tore;  and  j 
bcin'r  able  to  crct  it  whole,  for  fear  of  injui 

O vo 

the  womb,  he  thought  it  mod  adviFeable  to  It  j 
its  remains  to  nature.  In  GaFe  cvi.  he  delivel 
the  child  with  his  extractor ; the  placenta  fin  Jv,  * 
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lie  was  obliged  to  pafs  his  hand  up  to  the  very 
bottom  of  the  womb,  and  fcparate  it  with  the  ends 
of  his  fingers,  before  he  could  obtain  it.  In  cvii. 
,:he  Midwife  had  brought  forth  the  child, 
out,  by  pulling  too  rudely,  had  broke  the 

Rri"S  ncar  t0  the  placenta-,  he,  with  much 

difficulty,  dilated  the  os  internum , and  found 
he  placenta  clofely  adhering  to  the  fundus 
Ueri;  he  endeavoured  at  a reparation;  but, 
is  in  the  former  cafe,  could  do  no  more, 
ban  bring  a part  of  it  by  piece-meal,  aud 
he  remnants  of  it  were  obliged  to  be  fubmit- 
ed  to  the  cleanfings.  In  cix.  the  placenta  was 
eft  aftci  the  mitcarriage  o(  a foetus , about  five 
nonths  old;  the  firing,  which  was  fmall  and 
ender,  had  been  broke  off  by  the  Midwife ; the 
roman  flooded,  and  he  found  the  placenta,  in 
>art  protruded  out  of  the  os  internum , and  flop. 
>mg  up  the  fame;  he  took  hold  of  the  prott ti- 
ling parts  between  his  fingers,  and  drew  it  gently 
•utwards;  by  which  method,  the  part  remaining 
n the  womb,  and  which  flopped  up  the  os  in - 


t 
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ternum , readily  followed,  and  the  Hooding  flop- 
ped. Ca(e  cxiii.  contains  an  account  of  a de-  i 
livery  of  three  children,  and  the  after-burthens 
left  behind:  in  her  endeavours  to  extract  them, 
the  Midwife  had  broke  off  two  of  the  firings, 
and  had  left  the  woman  in  this  condition:  ano. 
ther  Midwife  was  fent  for;  but  fhe  would  not  , 
attempt  the  bringing  them  away,  fearing  the  poor  i 
woman  fhould  die  and  her  death  be  laid  at  het,j 
door;  fo,  that  when  he  came  he  found  the  wo- 
man in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  flooding  very  J 
fafl  : finding  the  burthen  partly  protruded  into  j 
the  vagina,  he  immediately  brought  it  out,  i 
and  cleared  the  womb  of  all  the  clods  or  extra" 
vafated  blood;  upon  which  the  flooding  flop- 
ped ; but  the  poor  woman's  blood  and  fpirits ) 
were  fo  much  exhaufled  before,  that  fhe  expned 
in  lefs  than  an  hour  afterwards.  Cafe  cxix. 
here  the  placenta  / was  left,  and  adhered  clofely  l 
to  the  fundus  uteri ; he  drove  to  loofen  it  with  I 
the  ends  of  his  fingeis,  beginning  at  that  par 
where  it  adhered  lead;  yet,  after  much  pain: 

and  trouble  could  only  bring  it  by  piecemeals,  i 

adhcrci  I 
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adhered  fo  flrongly  to  the  uterus , and,  at  laid, 
dome  (mail  remains  were  left;  which  lie  judged 
to  be  of  much  lefs  danger,  than  tearing  or  hurt- 
ing the  uterus  with  the  ends  of  his  nails:  obfer- 
ving,  that  in  the  fir fl  cafe,  the  remains  generally 
come  away  with  the  cleanfings  ; but  in  the  latter, 
great  pain,  inflammations,  or  other  bad  confe- 
quences  endue.  Cafe  exxiv.  here  the  placenta  was 
left  in  the  uterus;  the  patient  was  in  a flooding 
Hate,  and  ready  to  faint  away  ; he  found  the 
placenta  funk  down,  and  lying  again  ft  the 
os  internum , which  was  much  contracted : how- 
ever he  introduced  his  fingers  beyond  die  placenta 
into  the  womb,  brought  it  away,  and  in  a fhort 
time  the  flooding  (topped.  In  cxxvih  the  pla- 
centa was  left,  and  the  funis  umbdicalis  broke 
off;  he  paffed  his  hand  through  the  os  internum , 
which  was  much  contracted,  and  found  the  pla- 
centa fo  clofely  adhering  to  the  womb,  that  he  was 

at  lafl.  obliged  to  bring  it  away  piecemeal, 

% 

sod,  at  length,  forced  to.  leave  Ionic  remnants  j 
which  adhered  fo  very  clofely  to  the  uterus,  that 
he  could  not  remove  them  without  dancer  of 

^ c 4 hurtino*' 
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hurting  the  womb;  and  they  afterwards  came 
away,  without  any  great  trouble,  with  the  cleanf- 
ings : In  the  following  inftance  he  was  fent  for, 
to  deliver  an  after-birth,  which  had  been  left 
half  an  hour  by  the  Mid  wife;  the  woman  flood- 
ed very  much,  and  he  fucceeded  in  the  dehvety 
by  paffing  his  hand  through  the  os  internum , 
which  was  much  contracled,  and  bringing 
away  the  placenta . In  Cafe  cxxxiv,  the  Mid- 
wife had  delivered  the  child  about  half  an 
hour  before  he  came,  but  could  not  bring  the 
placenta ; flic  had  pulled  by  the  ends  of  the 
firing  which  hung  out,  and  fo  had  very  nearly 

broke  it  clofe  off  to  the  placenta ; for,  upon  ills 

« 

pulling  it  very  gently,  it  broke,  and  came  away  ; 
the  woman  had  loft  a large  quantity  ol  blood: 
he  immediately  paffed  his  hand  up  to  the  os  in* 
termini,  which  he  found  much  contracted,  and 
clofely  embracing  part  of  the  placenta , which 
was  forced  down  below  it ; but  the  much  larger 
part  remained  in  the  uterus , which  he  had  fome 
difficulty  to  get  his  hand  into,  to  examine 
whether  it  adhered,  and  to  get  his  fingers  beyond 
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it  to  the  fundus;  which,  when  he  had  efle&ed, 
he  feparated  it  where  it  duck,  and  drew  it  out 
with  his  hand ; whereupon  the  flooding  immedi- 
ately flopped.  Cafe  cxxxviii.  here  he  found  the 
placenta  wholly  feparated  from  the  uterus , and 
partly  protruded  without  the  os  tinea:  into  the  va- 
gina, which  was  clofely  contra&cd  around  it ; 
and  he  brought  it  away  in  half  a minutes  time, 
to  the  furprize  of  the  by-Aanders  ; as  the 
Midwife  had  before  made  many  trials  to 
that  purpofe,  without  any  effe<A  at  all.  In  Cafe 
cxlviii.  the  child  was  born,  and  part  of  the 
placenta  brought  away,  and  part  remained  in  the 
uterus  ; he  palled  up  one  hand  into  the  vagina , 
which  he  found  wholly  flopped  up  with  clots  of 
blood,  which  he  removed,  and  then  palled  his 
hand  almoft  to  the  fundus , and  there  met  with 
the  remainder  of  the  placenta;  which  was  clofely 
compreffcd  with  the  uterus ; on  his  firfl  endea- 
vour it  broke  in  his  hand,  he  therefore  pafs’d 
his  hand  to  the  uppermofl  pait  of  it,  where  he 
found  it  wholly  loofened  from  the  fundus  uteri.; 
but  the  uterus  was  clofely  contracted  about  it, 

which 
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which  was  the  only  caufe  of  its  being  retained  • and 
pa  (ling  his  fingers  between  the  placenta  and  the 
fundus  uteri , he  readily  brought  it  into  his  hand, 
and  drew  it  all  out.  In  clvi.  the  child  was  bom„ 
but  the  Midwife  could  not  bring  the  placenta 
away;  he  therefore  immediately  patted  up  his 
hand  into  the  vagina , and  found  the  os  internum 
very  much  contracted ; the  child  being  protru- 
ded about  an  hour  before,  he  had  fome  difficulty 
to  dilate  it  again,  to  pafs  his  hand,  and  fetch 
the  placenta ; but,  at  length,  he  effected  it,  and 
brought  it  out  with  the  membranes , which  before 
contained  the  child.  In  clxxv.  upon  being  lent 
for,  in  this  cafe,  to  deliver  the  placenta , lie 
found,  that  in  the  Midwife’s  attempting  to  fetch 
the  placenta , ffie  had  broke  the  firing:  upon 
touching,  he  found  one  end  of  it  hanging  out 
beyond  the  labia ; and,  as  he  was  not  before 
told  that  the  firing  was  broke  away,  he  took  hold 
Qt  the  end  that  hanged  out,  defigning  to  pafs  his 
hand  by  that  direction  into  the  uterus ; but  he 
found  that  it  came  readily  away,  and  foon  per- 
ceived wuat  the  Midwife  had  been  about;  (lie 

had 
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had  thrufl  up  the  funis  umbilicalis  into  the  vagina, 

in  hopes  that  he  would  have  pulled  at  it  irrime- 

, » 

diatelv,  and  To  fhould  have  concluded  that  he 
himfelf  had  broke  it:  lie  rebuked  her  for  her 
defigned  impofition,  and  after  much  difficulty, 
the  os  internum  and  the  uterus  being  much  con- 
tracted, palTed  up  his  hand,  and  brought  away 
the  placenta ; whereupon  the  flooding,  which  be- 
fore attended  the  woman,  foon  flopped.  Cafe 
clxxvi.  here  the  child  was  born  about  an  hour 
before  he  came,  and  the  Midwife,  in  attempting  to 
bring  away  the  placenta , had  inverted  the  uterus , 
with  the  placenta  adhering  to  the  fundus , hanging 
out  beyond  the  labia  ; there  was  a great  profufion 
of  blood,  and  the  woman  was  dead  befoie  he 
came.  In  clxxx.  the  child  was  born  ; but 
the  Midwife,  in  pulling  the  navel  firing  too 
rudely,  had  broke  it  off  near  to  the  placenta , 
which  was  left  in  the  womb : as  foon  as  he  came 
to  her,  he  paffed  his  hand  up  into  the  vagina , 
where  he  found  the  placenta  entirely  feparated 
from  the  uterus , and  partly  protruded  into  the 
vagina:  fo,  that  he  readily  brought  it  away,  and 
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iij  lo  Ihort  a time,  that  the  people  that  were  pre- 
lent  were  greatly  farprizcd.  In  Cafe  cxciv.  he 
was  lent  for  about  two  o clock  in  the  morning  to 
a woman;  where  tire  Midwife,  after  file  had 
brought  forth  the  child,  in  attempting  to  pull  away 
the  placenta,  had  broke  off  the  firing  near  to  it : 
he  immediately  paffed  up  his  hand  into  the  va- 
gina ; where  he  found  one  part  of  the  placenta 
protruded  beyond  the  os  internum  (the  whole  was 
entirely  feparated  from  the  uterus ;)  but  the  other 

part  of  it  was  retained  by  the  contraclion  of  the 

* 

os  internum  and  the  uterus ; the  woman  had  loft 
a large  quantity  of  blood  by  the  burden  s being 
feparated  from  the  womb  ; he  therefore  took 
hold  o!  it  between  his  four  fingers  and  thumb, 
and  immediately  drew  it  out,  together  with  the 
membranes ; upon  which  the  flooding  foon  flop- 
ped. Cafe  ccvii.  here  the  Midwife  had  delivered  the 
child  ; but  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  placenta , 
vjfnr  many  endeavours  left  the  woman,  telling 
her  it  would  come  away  of  itfclf;  and,  that  file 
had  known  it  retained  fourteen  days  without  any 
inconveniency ; but  as  this  was  a doctrine  our 

author 
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author  was  a ftranger  to,  he  immediately  palled 
the  two  fore  fingers  of  his  left  hand  into  the  va~ 
gina,  where  he  rnet  with  part  of  the  placenta 
protruded  beyond  the  os  internum , and  funk  into 
the  vagina ; and  as  the  funis  was  not  broke  off, 
by  the  direclion  of  that  he  palled  two  fore  fingers 
of  one  hand  up  to  the  placenta , and  by  their 
help,  and  gently  pulling  at  the  chord  with  his 
other  hand,  it  readily  came  away  whole,  with 
the  membranes.  In  his  lad  Cale  of  this  kind, 

, i 

the  Midwife  had  delivered  the  child;  but  bv 
pulling  too  rudely  at  the  firing  had  broke  it  ofF 
clofe  to  the  placenta ; which  (lie  could  not  bring 
away,  although  fhe  had  tried,  for,  at  lead,  ail 
hour:  upon  paffing  up  his  hand,  he  found  part  of 
the  placenta  protruded  into  the  vagina , and  the  os 
internum  clofely  contra&ed  about  the  other  part 
of  it:  and  the  part  protruded  was  tore,  and 
alinod  feparated  from  the  other,  fo  that  it  came 
away  upon  taking  hold  of  it ; this  he  drew  out, 
and  repalfed  his  hand,  and  endeavoured  to  di- 
late the  os  internum , and  bring  away  the  remain- 
der, with  the  membranes  and- coagulated  blood; 

but, 
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but,  notwiihdanding  all  his  endeavours,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  fame  fmali  part  of  it.  Vide  Por- 
tal, Obf.  14.  47.  33.  Sc  65.* — -LaMotte  prefects 
us  with  two  Cafes,  where  the  women  were  deli- 
vered by  themfelves,  and  remained  fome  hours 
in  that  hate,  with  the  placentas  undelivered, 
without  receiving  any  injury  from  their  deten- 
tion. He  alfo  mentions  a certain  Countefs,  who 
was  brought  to-bed  above  two  hours  before  he 
could  come  to  her:  he  found  the  child  hill 
holding  by  the  firing,  the  placenta  not  being  de- 
tached, and  the  circulation  was  very  perceptible  ; 
fhe  would  not  fuffer  any  one  to  touch  her:  and 
it  was  lucky,  he  fays,  that  he  came  fo  foon  as 
he  did,  it  being  three  o’clock,  and  he  was  not 
to  have  been  there  till  the  evening;  he  had  no 
more  trouble  than  ufual  in  bringing  away  the 
placenta's,  though  thefe  women  had  been  brought 
to-bed  long  before  he  came : the  firings,  he  adds, 
were  as  hot,  or  rather  hotter,  than  the  mother  or 
child,  though  nothing  had  been  done  to  them, 
befides  keeping  them  in  bed  along  with  the  child: 
one  might,  he  concludes,  have  expected  fome 

difficulty 
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difficulty  in  bringing  away  thefe placentas,  on  ac- 
count of  the  contra&ion  which  happens  to  the  os 
tinea  as  foon  as  the  child  is  born ; which,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  cafe.  JnObf.  ccxcviii.  the  fame 
author  was  fetched  to  a woman,  whofe  placenta  was 
left  behind;  the  Midwife  had  pulled  the  chord  a 
■ long  time  with  a great  deal  of  violence,  without 
regarding  the  blood  pouring  down  from  the 
placenta  s being  loofened  in  part,  nor  the  fhrieks 
ol  the  patient;  the  chord,  however,  did  not 
break ; he  flid  his  hand  into  the  uterus , where  he 
found  the  membranes  and  waters  of  another  child, 
which  he  let  out,  and  a hand  prefented  ; but  as 
the  pafTage  was  not  taken  up  by  it,  he  did  not 
fuffer  it  to  come  down  lower,  but  carried  on  his 
hand  to  the  feet;  which  he  joined  together,  and 
finifhed  the  delivery  in  an  in  Rant,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  above  thirty  people ; but  the  woman 
died  in  twelve  hours  after:  it  would,  he  thinks, 
have  been  very  lucky  for  this  woman,  if  the 
chord  had  broke ; as  the  Midwife  would  then 
have  mtiociuced  hei  hand  into  the  uterus , to 
loolcn  away  the  placenta,  having  done  it  feveral 
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times  before.  Obf.  ccclii.  he  delivered  a Lady, 
who  had  a fine  labour;  but  the  placenta  was  fo 
large,  that  though  it  was  loofe,  he  was  forced  to 
pafs  his  hand  into  the  uterus  to  bring  it  away; 
which  he  attributed  not  for  want  of  ftrength  in 
the  navel  firing,  but  on  account  of  the  fudden 
contraction  of  the  uterus . In  his  next  Obferva- 
tion,  he  delivered  a Lady,  whofe  child  came 
into  the  world  in  a very  little  time;  but  the  pla- 
centa refilled  againft  all  the  methods  he  could 
think  of  to  bring  it  away,  by  means  of  the 
chord;  which,  though  very  large,  and  in  fpite 
of  all  the  precautions  he  ufed  broke,  to  its 
very  root,  though  not  of  a pretty  confiderabie 
time;  for,  as  there  was  no  hurry  required, 
he  afted  with  a great  deal  of  gentlenefs,  to  pre- 
vent this  accident:  he  then  introduced  his  hand, 
which  was  the  only  method  left;  and  as  it  ad- 
hered every  where  equally,  he  began  to  loo  fen 
it  in  its  lower  part,  on  the  left  fide  between  the 
uterus  and  membranes , holding  his  hand  flat  ways, 
its  upper  fide  towards  the  uterus , and  infide  to- 
wards the  placenta ; continuing  to  a£l,  without 
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any  burry,  till  it  was  detached  in  its  full  circum- 
ference, when  he  brought  it  out  whole,  with  the 
vicmbranes  entire : he  fays,  that  in  fpite  of  all  his 
care,  he  has  feveral  times  met  with  this  accident  of 
the  firings  breaking.  Obf.  cccliv.  here  he  was  con- 
cerned for  a Lady,  who  had  a very  quick  labour; 
but  the  placenta,  whofe  firing  was  very  fmall,  was 
a long  while  before  it  came  away  : he  found  upon 
examination,  that  it  was  fixed  in  the  hinder  part  of 
the  uta  us  ; whereupon  he  loofened  it,  and  brought 
it  out,  with  what  clots  of  blood  he  could.  In 
his  following  Cafe  : the  child  was  final l,  and 
confequently  the  chord  could  not  be  very  flrong; 

he  did  what  he  could  to  bring  out  the  pla - 

\ 

cent  a by  it  ; but  the  contra&ion  of  the  womb, 
immediately  after  the  delivery  of  the  child,  was 
fuch,  as  to  prevent  its  exclufion  ; and  in  its 
motion,  fo  flrong,  as  to  caufe  the  firing  to 
break:  although,  he  obferves,  that  he  might 
be  rather  faid  to  hold,  than  puli  it  : with- 
out giving  time  to  the  uterus  to  clofe  entirely, 
he  immediately  palled  in  four  fingers;  by  which 
means  he  loofened  it,  and  having  got  it  fome- 
^ 01  • b f what 
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fomewhat  lower,  brought  it  out  whole,  by  pinch* 
ing  it  between  his  thumb  and  four  fingers.  Obi, 
ccclvi.  The  patient  was  delivered  of  a little  male 
foetus,  about  five  inches  long,  and  big  in  propor- 
tion : he  palfed  two  fingers  into  the  ultrus , 
loofened  the  placenta , and  brought  it  out  be- 
tween his  fingers.  In  his  next  Cafe;  the  pa- 
tient, upon  making  ufe  of  the  pot,  perceived 
fornething  fall  into  it  ; which  was  the  waters, 
followed  by  a little  dead  foetus',  a moR  confider- 
able  flooding  enfued,  occafioned  by  the  retention 
of  the  placenta , the  chord  of  which  was  fo  (lender, 
that  it  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  him  in  the  ex- 
traction : not  being  able  to  get  in  two  fingers,  lie 
made  ufe  of  but  one,  carrying  it  all  about  in  the 
uterus , till  he  had  entirely  detached  it,  and 
brought  it  out  by  the  means  of  that  linger,  which  he 
made  crooked,  and  to  ferve  as  a blunt  hook  ; the 
haemorrhage  floptalmoft  immediately  : the  Dlood, 
he  fays,  had  poured  down  in  fucli  a quantity,  that 
this  placenta,  notwithstanding  its  fmailnefs,  could 
not  be  left  in,  without  expofmg  the  woman  to 

certain  death.  In  Obf.  ccclviii.  He  was  fetched 

to 
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o a poor  woman,  who  was  brought  to-bed  at 
welve  at  n’ght ; the  navel-firing  was  broke,  and 
he  placenta  left  behind;  he  b und  the  os  tmccc 
doled,  and  very  hard  to  dilate;  but,  at  laft,  he 
ucceeded  in  it,  palTed  in  his  arm  up  to  the 
Ibow,  and  detached  the  placenta , which  adhered 
cry  clofely  to  the  uterus ; and  the  patient  was  To 
'ell,  as  to  be  up  again  in  threedays  time.  In  Obf. 
:clix.  He  was  lent  for  to  a Farmer’s  Wife,  who 
ad  been  brought  to-bed  at  twelve  at  night,  and 
was  four  in  the  afternoon  when  he  came  to  her  ; 
e found  the  os  uteri  quite  clofed ; but  dila- 
d it  notwithflanding  by  degrees,  enough  to  ad- 
it of  his  fingers  one  after  another:  and,  at  laft, 
his  whole  hand,  above  the  wrifl ; the  placenta 
ick  to  the  uterus,  as  if  it  had  been  palled  to 
without  being  feparated  in  any  one  part  : 
icreupon  he  began  by  the  inferior  and  poflerior 
rt  of  the  uterus , and  continued  till  it  was  quite 
>arated;  he  then  got  it  between  his  fingers,  and 
ea  1 Oil  leaving  the  woman  in  a very  good 

adition.  Obi.  ccclx.  He  was  fetched  to  a 
man,  who  had  been  brought  to-bed  above 
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twenty-eight  hours,  and  the  placenta  leit  oehiiid.  j 
he  did  not  find  it  fo  hard  to  dilate  this  os  tinea , 
as  in  the  foregoing  woman ; and  he  found  occa- 
fion  only  to  pats  his  hand  as  high  as  the  wrid, 
with  which  he  feparated,  and  brought  out, 
whole,  a very  ftinking  placenta  ; notwithdanding: 
which,  he  fays,  the  woman  had  fuffered  no  in- 
convenience from  it,  not  even  the  head  ach. 
In  the  following  Cafe  ; he  delivered  a woman 
of  a placenta  ; fhe  had  been  bi  ought  to-bedJ 
two  days,  and  the  uterus  being  eafily  dilated,  he 
had  only  occalion  for  four  fingers  to  bring  it. 
away;  but  its  fmell  was  fo  intolerable,  that  he: 
was  forced  to  wafli  his  hands  with  vinegar  feve- 
ral  times  before  he  could  bear  them  ; flic  had  had 
a very  (harp  head-ach,  with  hyfteric  fits,  which 
jaded  her  a few  days  longer  before  they  left 
her.  In  Obf.  ccclxii.  he  had  a great  deal  ol 
trouble  with  a woman,  who  had  been  brought 
to-bed  twelve  hours  ; the  firing  was  broke  at  its 
very  root;  fhe  would  yield  to  neither  pra\ers 
nor  threats,  but,  at  lad,  contented  to  be  held  by 
fix  women:  the  cs  uteri  was  very  much  Ciofcd;! 

he 
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lie  made  fliift,  by  degrees,  to  get  in  his  fingers 
one  after  another,  and  then  his  hand ; he  emp- 
tied away  feveral  clots  of  blood  before  he  at- 
tempted any  thing  upon  the  placenta ; which  was 

f 

4 fo  adhering,  as  to  make  one  body  with  the  ute- 
rus] he  went  round  it  feveral  times,  without 
knowing  where  to  begin;  and  fixed,  at  lafl,  upon 
a part,  and  began  to  detach  it ; but  (lie  made 
fuch  fhrieks,  and  tolled  herfelf  about  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  fhe  forced  him  to  take  awav  his 

y 

hand  feveral  times,  and  to  bring  away  the  pla- 
centa in  above  twenty  pieces,  having  never  met 
with  one  that  adhered  fo  flrongly  ; notwithfland- 
ing  which,  he  fays,  he  could  have  brought  it  away 
whole,  if  he  had  had  to  do  with  a more  reafon- 
able  woman  : having  well  cleared  the  uterus , he 
left  her  free,  and  foaming  at  her  mouth : flic 
was,  notwithstanding,  well  again  in  a fortnight, 
whilfl  he  was  not  able  to  flir  hand  or  foot  for 
feveral  days.  Obf.  ccclxiii.  he  was  fent  for  to 
a woman  fifteen  hours  after  fhc  had  been  brought 
to-bed  ; two  furgeons  had  been  with  her  before, 
who,  by  pulling  hard,  had  got  away,  at  feveral 

F'  f 3 times 
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thnes,  about  half  the  placenta ; but  being,  at 
laft,  at  their  wit’s  end,  and  their  flrength  quite 
fpent,  they  forfook  this  poor  woman,  leaving 
her  with  a continual  Flooding ; fhe  was  quite 
fpent,  and  almofl  without  pulfe ; the  cs  uteri 
was  hard,  tumefied,  and  quite  fliut  up,  which 

was  owing  to  their  rough  ufage : he  lubricated 

> # 
his  hand,  and  introduced  four  fingers  only  into 

the  uterus , one  after  another ; and,  by  this 
means,  detached  the  whole  remainder  of  the  pla- 
centa, and  brought  it  away,  the  whole  lading 
but  a very  little  time  ; (lie  was  a long  time  before 
{lie  recovered  her  health,  being  affihled  for  a great 
while  with  a very  bad  head-ach,  and  a veiy  trou- 
blefome  tingling  in  her  ears  ; as  is  ufual,  he  obferves, 
with  thofe  who  have  fuffered  any  great  lofs  of' 
blood.  In  Obf.  ccclxiv  the  child  was  born  as 
quick  as  ufual;  the  placenta  did  not  follow;  < 

but,  by  pulling  a good  while,  the  Midwife  | 

, I 

brought  it  away,  and  threw  it  behind  the  fi  re,  j 
without  minding  whether  it  was  whole,  or  not  ; 
its  extreme  bignefs  deceiving  her : after  this,  find- 
ing the  blood  pouring  down  in  a greater  quan- 
tity than  fhe  could  flop,  fhe  put  a napkin  into 

the  I 
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the  part,  which  clofed  it  fo  exactly,  that  not  a 
drop  of  blood  could  come  out:  this  foon  brought 
on  far  greater  pains,  than  thole  which  flie 
had  felt  during  labour:  a vomiting  feized 
* her,  foon  after  a delirium,  and,  at  lalt,  a 
lump  feemed  to  her  to  rile  from  her  ilo- 
^ mach  to  her  throat,  as  if  it  would  choak  her;  a 
Surgeon  was  fent  for;  but  (lie  expired  bclore  lie 
had  time  to  know  what  was  the  matter:  our  au- 
thor was  dcfired  to  open  the  body  in  company 
with  him;  they  found  the  belly,  externally,  of 
a furprizing  bignefs;  and  within  the  uterus , part 
of  the  placenta , of  the  bignefs  of  a goofe’s  egg  ; 
whofe  beginning  was  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  fundus t 
and  ended  about  the  middle  of  the  right  fide-; 
there  was  a coagulum  of  blood,  of  the  bignefs  of 
a loaf  of  four  or  five  pounds:  he  adds,  that  it 
is  not  only  a coagulation  of  blood  in  the  uterus 
that  will  kill  a woman;  if  the  uterus  is  not  quite 
empty,  the  blood  will  keep  flowing,  and  have 
the  fame  eflech  In  his  fallowing  Obfervation, 
he  prefents  us  with  a Cafe;  where  the  woman 
had  a fine  labour,  the  placenta  following  as  well 
as  could  be  wilhed;  (lie  voided  much  blood  at 

1"  f 4 fir  ft, 
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firft,  which  continuing  the  next  day,  he  was 
fent  for;  but  flic  was  expiring  when  he  came: 
upon  opening  the  body,  the  uterus  was  no  big- 
ger than  a man’s  fift,  and  in  it  was  part  of  the 

m 

placenta , of  the  biguefs  of  a large  hen’s  egg; 
which  he  feparated  very  eafdy,  it  adhering  but 
flightly;  no  more  than  the  foregoing Dr. 
Pugh  tells  us,  that  he  has  been  often  fent  for, 
where  Midwives  could  not  extraft  the  placenta 
(fometimes  have  broke  the  rope)  twelve,  twenty- 
four,  or  thirty-fix  hours,  before  ; and,  by  anoint- 
ing his  hand  well  with  pomatum,  he  was  fa 
lucky,  as  never  to  meet  with  any  very  great  dif- 
ficulty in  introducing  his  hand  into  the  womb, 
even  fo  many  hours  after  delivery,  brought  it 
always  fafe  away,  and  freed  his  patient  from 
the  great  danger  (he  laboured  under.  Three  times 
in  his  praftice,  however,  he  was  fent  for  to  women, 

where  the  children  had  been  delivered  three 

/ 

days  before,  and  one  four  days;  and  notwith- 
Aanding  he  extracted  the  placenta's , and  without 
ufing  much  force  (that  is,  not  fo  much  as  to 
either  injure  the  womb,  or  over- fatigue  h;s  pa- 


i 
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tient)  ; two  out  of  the  three  died  and  the  other,  with 
great  difficulty,  efcaped  ; and  the  only  reafon  he 
can  affign  was  from  the  putrefaction  ol  the  pla - 
untas,  which  was  very  great,  and  caufed  in- 
flammations of  the  uterus,  and  brought  on  putrid 
fevers,  which  carried  them  oh;  the  one  on  the 
fourth  and  the  other  on  the  fifth  day,  after  the  ex- 
traction— Or.  Exton  recites  a Cafe,  where  the 
Midwife  finding  the  os  uteri  quite  clofe,  immedi- 
ately lent  for  him:  he  found  there  had  been  a 
flrong  fpajmodic  contraction  of  the  05  uteri ; but, 
that  u began  again  to  be  fo  much  relaxed,  that  he 
could  introduce  two  fingers  into  it ; by  degrees 
he  got  in  another,  and,  at  length  his  whole 
hand  ; and  immediately  perceiving  that  the  pla- 
centa flrongly  adhered  to  the  fundus  uteri , Le 
feparated  it  with  his  fingers,  and  brought  it  away 
in  about  ten  minutes.  He  was  fent  for  to  the 
fame  woman,  about  two  years  after w aids  on 
the  like  occafion  ; when  the  contraction  was  fo 
very  flrong,  that  he  was  obliged  to  wait  fifteen 
hours  before  he  could  attempt  the  extraction  of 

it ; 
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it;  he  therefore  contented  himfelf  with  giving 
her  fome  gentle  emmenagogues,  and  ufing  fo- 
mentations to  the  abdomen , at  the  time  above 

t 

mentioned:  the  mouth  of  the  womb  being  quite 
relaxed,  the  placenta  was  brought  away  without 
any  difficulty,  and  no  bad  fymptoms  fuccecded. 

i 

In  his  next  Cafe,  the  child  had  been  born  fix 
hours  ; he  found  the  os  uteri  open  enough  to  re- 
ceive two  fingers  ; by  degrees  he  got  in  a third, 
and  at  laft  his  hand  ; and  finding  that  the  pla- 
centa ftrongly  adhered  in  its  whole  fubflance  to 
the  womb,  he  feparated  it  with  his  fingers  very 
cautioufiy,  and  in  about  a quarter  of  an  hour 
extra&ed  it  quite  whole;  the  woman  foon  reco- 
vered. He  gives  us  another  Cafe,  in  which  the 
Midwife  told  him  that  fhe  had  delivered  the  wo- 
man of  an  abortive  infant,  of  about  feven 
months,  and  that  fhe  believed  there  was  a falfe 
conception  behind ; the  poor  woman  was  quite 
emaciated,  as  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a confumption, 
and  feemed  to  be,  from  violent  pain,  alinoft  ex- 

i 

piling;  there  came  from  her  a very  fetid  dif- 
charge : on  examination,  he  found  the  body  that 

the 
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tlie  Midwife  thought  a falfe  conception,  was  the 
uterus  itfelf,  quite  fcirrhous , and  to  the  feel 
like  the  head  of  a child;  the  placenta  was  fhut 
up  in  t.he  womb  with  the  firing  broke  off ; he 
perceived  a great  hardnefs  all  round  the  os  uteri , 
which  would  fear  ely  admit  of  one  finger  : ha- 
1 ving,  however,  introduced  one  with  great  diffi- 
culty, he  got  in  another;  and  with  his  two  fin- 
gers he  made,  as  it  were,  a crab’s  claw  ; and  fo 
gently  pulling  the  placenta  down  to  the  os  ute- 
ri, and  by  degrees  working  it  through,  he 
brought  it  away  (notwithflanding  it  was  much 
putrified)  quite  whole : this  he  mentions  as  a 
very  difficult  and  nice  operation,  which  he 
performed  with  as  much  cafe,  as  poffible,  both 
to  himfelf  and  patient;  he  did  not  think  flie 
could  have  furvived  that  night;  but  giving  her 
anodyne  medicines  from  time  to  time,  which 
was  all  that  could  be  done  for  her,  to  keep  her, 
the  little  time  file  had  to  live,  as  eafy  as  poffible, 
fhc  furvived,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  five  or  fix 
days  : and  he  farther  obferves,  that  Chapman's 
35th  Cafc  was  exaflly  like  this.-— -Dr,  Leaks 

fays, 
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lays,  it  fometiraes  happens,  that  the  lofs  of 
biood  is  profufe,  even  after  delivery,  where  the 
placenta  remains  : under  which  circumftancc,  he 
thinks,  it  may  be  proper  immediately  to  take  it 
away;  as  the  a&ion  of  the  uterus  is  fo  extremely 
languid,  that  it  has  not  power,  either  to  expel 
the  placenta , or  the  large  quantity  of  coagulated 
blood  colle&ed  in  its  cavity:  and  mentions  a 
fatal  infiance  of  this  kind,  in  the  cafe  of  a wo- 
man, to  whom  he  was  called  about  an  hour  and 
a half  after  (lie  had  been  delivered  bv  a Midwife. 
— Dr.  Denman,  in  his  E flays  on  the  puerperal 
Fever,  tells  us  of  a Cafe,  where  he  was  called 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  to  go  about  ten  miles 

to  a woman,  whofe  placenta  had  been  detained 

" * ! 

many  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child.  Want 
of  proper  courage  to  withftand  felicitations,  and 
the  diftance  the  patient  was  from  the  Doctor, 
weie  his  realons  for  undertaking  the  reparation, 
it  adhered  lo  flrongly ; but  the  reparation  was 
made  very  gently,  and  without  any  confiderable 
hemorrhage : on  the  third  day  (he  was  feized 
with  a Havering  and  fever,  which  lafted  all  night, 

and 
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and  was  relieved  the  next  morning  by  fo  large  a 
difeharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  that  he  was 
fent  for  on  that  account;  there  was  no  fwelling 
of  the  abdomen , but  great  tendernefs,  much  pain 
in  the  head,  condant  third,  a little  delirium, 
and  no  flools  : an  increafe  of  fever  came  on 
every  evening,  and  the  fame  large  difeharge  of 
blood  every  forenoon  for  ten  days  : (lie  took,  oc- 
cafionally,  tedacecus  powder  with  rhubarb,  fa- 
line  mixtures,  tinclure  of  rofes,  infufion  of  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  and  fome  dofes  of  opium,  and  at 
length  recovered. — In  an  Abftra<d  of  the  whole 
Italic  and  Helvetian  Literature,  for  the  Year 
1 759»  V°P  3*  forJuLY,  August,  and  September, 
the  retention  of  the  Jecundines  was  the  caufe  of 
much  controverfy  between  two  celebrated  Phy- 
ficians,  which  arofe  from  the  following  Cafe : a 
noble  woman,  of  Florence,  who  had  married  the 
Marquis  Bagnesi,  at  Modena,  was  delivered, 
but  cou  d not  emit  the  Jecundines , and  eight 
hours  alter  delivery  died.  The  famous  Ramaz- 
2 ini,  who  at  that  time  pra&ifed,  and  profeffed 
phyfic  at  Modena,  was  fern  for,  to  adminider 

all 
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all  '.he  remedies  in  the  power  of  art,  to  the  end  that 
the  lying  in  woman  might  not  perifh  ; but  all  en- 
deavours proved  of  noeffea;  fee  Medical  Mufeum, 

I S 

vol.  iii. — Ruysch  fpeaks  of  a placenta  which  was 
retained  in  the  uterus , after  the  birth  of  the  child  full 
ten  months,  and  was  then  expeiled  in  form  of  a 
Mote. — In  Vermis chte  Chirurgifche  Scniften, 
&c.  z.  e.  Mifcellaneous  Surgical  Effays,  publifhed 
by  John  le  berecht  Schmucker,  firft  Surgeon 
General  to  the  Army,  and  Director  of  all  the 
Military  Hofpitals  in  Pruffta,  vol.  ii.  8vo.  Ber- 
lin,  under  Article  the  6th,  in  Remarks  on  the 
Ufe  of  Belladona , by  Mr.  Evers  ; the  firft  cafe 
in  which  this  medicine  was  given  by  the  Author, 
was  in  a Jcirrhous  affection  of  the  uterus  ; the 
patient,  we  are  told,  had  been  eight  times  preg- 
nant, and  was  delivered  each  time  of  a dead 
child  : in  her  ninth  pregnancy,  Mr.  Evers  was 
comulted;  fhe  was  delivered,  as  before,  of  a 
dead  child:  and  the  placenta,  upon  examination, 
was  found  to  be  attached  to  a kind  of  fac , the 
iurface  of  which  was  rough  like  the  head  of  a 
cauliflower;  the  patient  was  dirc&ed  to  take  five 


grains 
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grains  of  the  powder  of  bdladona , and  the  fame 
quantity  of  rhubarb , every  morning,  for  four 
weeks,  interpofing  the  ufe  of  a purgative  occa- 
fionallv : the  Author  informs  us,  that  foon  after 
this,  his  patient  became  pregnant  again,  and 
was  delivered  of  a live  and  healthy  child. — Dr, 

1 White,  of  Manchester,  in  his  Treatife  on 
Pregnant  and  Lying-in  Women,  Cale  the  Eighth, 
gives  us  an  inftance,  where  the  placenta  flill  re- 
mained behind  ; the  patient  flooded,  and  had  fe- 
veral  fainting  fits,  which  came  on  in  fuch  very 
quick  fucceftions,  as  to  threaten  immediate  danger : 

he  was  defirousof  getting  th t placenta  away,  as  the 

# 

mod  effeflual  method  of  putting  a flop  to  the 
flooding:  to  effefl  which,  he  pulled  gently  at  the 
navel- firing,  defiring  the  Gentleman,  pre-em- 
ployed,  to  make  a compreffion  at  the  fame  time 
upon  her  belly,  and  direfling  her  to  affift 
herfelf,  by  forcing  and  encouraging  what  little 
pains  fire  had  : thefe  means  were  ineffcftual,  as  file 
had  loft  much  blood;  and  as  fhe  flill  continued 
bleeding,  and  was  reduced  very  low,  he  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  wait  any  longer : he  there- 
fore 
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lore  introduced  his  hand  into  the  uterus,  and  ea- 
fily  brought  away  the  Jecundines ; the  flooding 
immed'atelv  ceafed,  and  he  left  her  to  the  care 
of  the  Gentleman  who  had  delivered  her;  (he 
was  after waids  attacked  with  a puerperal  fever, 
but  recovered  gradually.  In  Cafe  xviii.  he  re- 
lates the  hiflorv  of  a woman,  aged  thirty-eight, 
who  was  delivered  of  her  fird  child  by  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  crotchet;  having  a very  laborious 
birth,  no  attempts  were  made  to  extra#  the  Jecun- 
dines that  night:  the  next  day,  the  Gentleman 
who  delivered  her,  defired  he  would  vifit  her  along 
with  him;  fhe  was  very  hot,  and  her  pulfe  quick 

and  flrong ; floe  had  frequent  returns  of  pains, 

% 

which  feemed  to  be  efforts  to  expel  the  Jccun - 

• f 

dines,  and  during  every  pain  a difeharge  of 
blood;  he  took  hold  of  the  navel-firing,  and 
pulled  gently  at  it,  defiling  her  at  the  fame  time 
to  encourage  her  pains,  and  in  about  a quarter 
of  an  hour  the  Jecundines  came  away ; though 
only  about  twenty-three  hours  had  elapfed  be- 
twixt the  delivery  of  the  child  and  the  Jecundines , 
yet  they  were  in  a very  putrid  (late;  as  was  evi- 
dent, 
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dent,  both  by  the  ftnell,  and  their  being  remark- 

♦ 

ably  difeoioured:  he  took  his  leave  of  her,  de- 
filing her  to  keep  cool,  have  frejh  air  frequently  ad- 
mitted into  the  room , and  to  fit  up  often  in  the  bed, 
and  had  the  fatisfadion  afterwards,  to  hear,  that 
flic  recovered  without  any  further  difagreeable 
fymptoms.  The  following  five  Cafes  were 
communicated  to  the  Doctor  by  Gentlemen  of 
the  Profeffion  : In  the  firfl,  the  woman  had  an 
eafy,  natural  labour;  but  the  Operator  llrove  in 
vain,  by  all  the  gentle  means  he  was  acquainted 
with,  to  bring  away  the  placenta:  after  waiting 
fome  time  without  offe#,  her  friends  growing 
'uneafy,  lie  defined  Dr.  White  might  be  font 
for ; but  he  was  then  engaged,  and  could  not 
■come:  the  next  day,  the  Gentleman  made  fome 
further  attempts  to  extra#  the  placenta,  by  gently 
pulling  at  the  funis,  but  with  no  better  iuccefs; 
3n  the  third  day,  he  laid  hold  of  the  navel 
Inng,  with  an  intention  of  making  another  at- 
smpt  to  bring  away  the  fecundines  when  the 
tring  feparated  from  the  placenta,  without 

ny  force  being  ufed,  and  was  in  a very  putrid 
Vol.  IT,  r „ 
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Hate;  a clyffer  was  given  on  th t fifth  clay,  which 
procured  a flool,  and  Toon  after  the  fecundities 
came  away,  in  a putrid  flute  : on  the  Jixth , flie 
complained  of  great  oppreflion  about  th e pracor- 
dia , See,  and  her  breath  was  remarkably  offenfive  : 
on  the  twelfth , a large  quantity  of  white  miliary 
puflules  appeared,  particularly  about  the  bieafi : 
on  the  fourteenth,  a hiccuping  came  on  ; the 
miliary  eruption  continued  out  till  the  day  of 
her  death,  which  happened  on  the  twenty  fecond 
from  her  delivery. — In  the  following  Ca^e,  the 
pofition  of  the  infant  was  natural  ; the  placenta 
remained  behind,  and  tne  mouth  of  the  wornb 
contra&ifig  itfelf,  rendered  it  unfafe  (at  lead,  at 
that  time)  to  extrad  it:  another  very  able  Ac- 
coucheur was  confulted,  and  they  both  agreeing' 
that  it  was  prudent  to  leave  Nature  to  lrerlelf,  no 
attempts  were  made:  on  the  fourth  day,  the  ftA 
cundines  were  excluded,  without  abidance ; but 
foon  after  (lie  began  to  flood  exceffively ; the 
flooding  could  not  be  fuppreffed,  and  fhe  died 
the  fame  dav.  The  third  Gale  is  literallv  thus. 

J 

Mr. , an  ingenious  Surgeon,  told  the  Doc- 


tor, 
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tor,  that  he  delivered  a ftrong,  healthy  Country- 
woman, of  a fine  child,  as  Jhc  fat  vfon  the  knee 
cf  an  affijlant ; he  made  no  attempt  to  bring 
. away  the  placenta,  having  been  infinuSed  by  a 
Teacher  of  Midwifery,  whofe  Lectures  he  had 
attended,  that  leaving  it  behind,  was  never  pro- 
dmftive  oi  any  difagreeable  circumflances  : afier 
waiting  a confiderable  time  in  vain  for  its  exclit- 
fion,  no  bad  fymptoms  appearing,  he  left  her, 
as  he  thought,  i„  perfea  fafety ; but  in  the  midi 
die  of  the  night  Ihe  began  to  flood  extremely, 
and  he  was  again  fent  for;  he  made  what  hafle 
he  could,  but  living  feveral  miles  from  his  pa- 
tient, he  came  too  late ; Ihe  was  dead,  and  the 
placenta  unexcluded:  the  fame  Gentleman  was 
fent  for  to  a woman,  who  had  five  days  before 
been  delivered  by  a Country  Midwife,  asjhe  fat 
vfon  the  knee  of  an  affijlant ; fhc  had  flooded  ex- 
tremely; he  found  her  dying,  and  th efecundines 
unexcluded:  in  the  laft  Cafe,  the  Surgeon  who 
was  employed,  having  delivered  a healthful  wo- 
man, who  had  a very  eafy  labour,  made  no  at- 
tempts to  bring  away  th c placenta.  but  left  her  in 
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full  expectation  of  its  being  expelled  without 

i 

danger:  on  the  third  day,  he  was  again  fent  for, 
upon  account  of  a violent  flooding;  he  lived 
only  three  or  four  miles  from  the  patient,  and 
went  as  foon  as  poflible  ; but  found  her  dead, 
without  the  exclufion  of  th z placenta:  the  Doc- 
tor then  concludes,  by  drawing  inferences  from 
the  cafes  he  has  related,  and  judicioufly  lays 
down  fome  practical  directions  for  the  general 
management  of  the  placenta ; to  which  the  Reader 
is  referred.  Vide  Smellie,  vol.  i.  p.  133.  Vol.  ii. 
colleCt.  23.  p.  390.  Dr.  Denman's  Eflay  on 
Puerperal  Fevers,  p.  21.  And  Cafes  v.  xv,  xvi. 
&xxxi,  in  the  firft  volume  of  this  Publication. 
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CASE  CXLI. 

On  the  4th  of  Novem  ber,  1771,  I was  fent 
for  to  E.  Sfamarsh,  a married  woman,  in  the 
fortv-fecond  year  of  her  age,  who  had  for  many 
hours  been  hariafled  by  a Midwife,  with  many 
fruitlefs  attempts  to  expedite  the  delivery:  I 

found  die  os  tinea  thick,  high,  but  very  little  dila- 
ted ; and  through  it  could  plainly  diftinguiflr  the 
child  s head  ; the  pulfe  was  very  full  and  high; 
and  the  patient  complaining  of  a great  pain  in 
her  fide,  I thought  it  neceffary  to  make  ufe  of 
venefeflion,  and  to  preferibe  a neutral  mixture, 
with  the  elixir  paregoricum\  by  this  means,  the 
patient  was  in  a few  hours  much  relieved ; the 
pains  were  flight,  but  regular;  and  late  in  the 
evening,  of  the  following  day,  became  fo  fining, 
that  I was  again  fent  for:  f00n  after  which,  the 
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head  was  preffcd  down  into  the  vagina , and  the 

f 

delivery  accoinplifhed  by  the  natural  efforts  only  : 
this  is  one,  out  of  the  many  inflances,  which 
often  occur,  to  evince  the  propriety  of  Doclor 

i 

Forster’s  Obfervation,  viz.  “ that  Nature  re- 

* 

quires  onr  official*  riot  officious  aid. 
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CASES  CXLII.  and  CXLIII. 

\ 

t 

i 

COMMUNICATED 
1 IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

i 

January  17,  1772. 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

<£  InCLOSED,  I Tend  you  the  very 
“ extraordinary  Cafe  of  a Tradefman  s Wife, 
“ in  this  town  ; flae  is  about  five  and  thirty  years 
of  age,  and  this  was  her  fir (1  pregnancy.  In 
“ the  morning  of  the  firfl  of  December  laft  (lie 
“ was  taken  with  labour  pains  ; prior  to  which, 
“ fhe  had  felt  an  unufual  fluttering  of  the  child, 
“ and  had  not  perceived  it  move  afterwards  ; 
" when  I waited  on  her,  the  pains  were  ftrong 
„ and  regular,  and  a Imall  (quantity  of  tnccomwn 

^ S 4 “ appealed 
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"appeared  on  tile  cloths;  fhe  complained  of 
“ her  belly  being  very  cold,  and  looked  in  the 
“face,  of  a livid  hue:  upon  examination,  I 

“ found  the  os  tinea  mod  uncommonly  rigid  and 

* /.  . / 

44  thick,  very  high  up,  rather  inclining  to  the 
44  Jacrum,  and  fo  little  open,  that  I could  butjud 
44  difeern  that  the  vertex  prefented  through  it;  the 
“ pains  continued  fharp,  and  returned  pretty  regu- 
“ lar,  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes,  till  four 
4 4 o’clock  the  next  morning,  without  being  of  any 
11  fervice  at  all  in  dilating  the  os  tinea,  which  dill 
“ retained  iis  pridine  rigidity ; the  pains  begin- 
“ ning  to  flacken,  and  the  woman  being  much 
44  exhaufled,  1 adminidered  an  opiate ; and  as 
<4  die  had  had  no  dool  for  fome  time,  ordered  an 
44  emollient  elvder:  foon  after  which  fhe  <*ot 

j O 

*'  fome  refre  filing  red,  which  was  not  interrupted 
“ by  any  drong  pains,  till  near  twelve  o’clock 
44  at  noon,  when  fhe  had  a frefh  acceflion  of 

“ them,  and  to  a more  violent  degree  than  be- 

• 1 

44  fore;  but,  notwithdanding  their  accumulated 
44  force,  the  os  tinea  dill  remained  fo  inflexibly 
64  tenfe  and  hard,  that  I began  to  feel  much 

44  fait- 
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“ folicitude  and  fear  for  the  fafely  of  mv  pa- 

| 

tient;  the  membranes  broke  about  four  o’clock, 
“ and  the  os  tinea,  by  fix,  was  dilated,  to  about 
%i  breadth  of  a half-crown,  but  Hill  its  edges 
felt  as  hard  as  maible;  and  from  the  exceffive 
violence  of  the  pains,  I plainly  felt  it  feparate 
fudden ly  on  the  fide  nextto  the  right  ifehium  give 
*s  way  to  the  touch,  and  fp lie  afunder  ; info- 
much,  that  I could  lay  my  finger  into  the 
c h a fin . the  poor  woman  immediately  com- 
plained of  acute  pam  in  the  right  hypogajiric 
4‘  region,  and  about  the  navel:  confidering  the 
nature  of  the  accident,  l had  my  fears  that 
\X\q  J'jcLus  would  have  receded;  but  providen- 
tially, the  head  advanced,  and  came  down  to 
the  bottom  of  the  pelvis,  and  in  a few’  minutes 
the  patient  was  delivered  of  a large  dead  child; 
a flight  flooding  enfued,  but  was  foon  flopped 
M by  the  exclufion  of  the  placenta ; which,  when 
M dcilvcr£d»  was  in  a putrid  ftate:  in  Ids  than  an 
*'  h°ur  after  her  delivery,  the  woman  was  feized 
“ with  a rigor,  fengultus,  and  tremors  ; for  which 
* gave  her,  frequently,  two  fpoonsful  of  the 

4‘  jultpum 
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44  julepum  c mofcho , applied  a poultice  of  white 
44  bread  and  milk  to  the  external  parts,  and  or- 
44  dcred  the  abdomen  to  be  frequently  fomented 
44  with  the  common  foius , with  a quart  of  bran- 
44  dy  to  a gallon  : lti  the  evening  of  the  third 
“ of  December,  (lie  was  very  hot,  her  pulfe 
44  funk,  and  (lie  became  lethargic ; I applied 
44  bliflers  and  finapifms  to  roufe  her;  file  was 
44  delirious  throughout  the  firfi  part  of  the  night, 

44  but  recovered  her  fenfes  about  three  o'clock  in 
44  the  morning  ; when  floe  vomited  a great  quantity 
44  of  green  bitter  matter,  and  complained  of  exqui- 
44  fite  tendernefs  over  the  whole  hypogajlric  region ; 

44  hiccupings  came  on  ; her  tongue  was  dry 
44  and  hard;  the  pulfe  was  above  an  hundred; 

44  and  there  was  a total  fupprefhon  of  the  lochia: 

. 

44  a Phyfician  was  called  in,  and  dire<fied  fix 
44  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  the  arm;  I 
44  the  fomentations  to  be  continued  ; and  every  j 

44  five  hours  gave  the  neutral  draughts,  with  Jyrupus 

( 

44  e meconio , aq,  cinn . [imp.  On  the  Jiftk  day  file  | 
44  had  two  motions  downwards,  the  forenels  of 

44  the  abdomen  was  fo  mew  hat  abated,  and  the  | 

44  pulfe 
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'*  pulfc  not  higher  than  eighty;  her  fkin  was 
‘ moift,  and  in  the  evening  the  lochia  re-ap- 
1 peared;  file  got  Tome  fieep  this  night;  but  to- 
‘ wards  morning  had  feveral  loofe  fiools,  with 

* 

‘gripings:  on  the  fixth,  the  milk  came  pro- 
perly, and  file  leemed  in  a fair  way  of  reco- 
'*  very  > km  in  the  evening  I was  called  to  her  in 
great  hafle,  and  found  her  convulfed  and  de- 
lirious; the  pulfe  was  low  and  unequal;  and 
‘ the  abdomen  very  tenfe,  and  fo  tender,  that, 
upon  touching  it,  file  flartled  as  if  fuddenly 
awakened  from  fieep:  the  Phyfician  was  asrain 
confulted,  and  preferibed  a plaiftcr  of  one 
ounce  of  drained  galbanum,  and  a drachm 
and  a half  of  opium,  to  be  applied  over  the 
; abdomen : and  likewife,  a bladder  of  warm 
water  to  the  Jcrobiculus  cordis ; the  conftclio  car - 
diaca  was  added  to  the  neutral  draughts,  and 
to  the  night  draught  thirty  drops  of  elixir  pa - 
regoricum:  towards  morning  fhe  became  fenfi- 
ble,  complained  of  (harp pains  in  the  belly,  and 
had  two  bilious  fiools,  which  were  highly  fe- 
tid : the  jeventh , vifiting  early  this  morning,  I 


° found 
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found  the  pul fe  was  regular,  and  at  about  feventy, 

“ but  weak  and  low  ; flic  complained  of  a giddinefs 
“ in  bcr  head  ; her  cheeks  were  flufhed  ; fhe  was 
44  thirdly ; and  a miliary  eruption,  of  the  white 
“ fort,  appeared  all  over  her  body  ; yet  the  lochia 
“ continued  frefh ; flie  flill  complained  of  fore-- 
“ ih Is  in  the  belly;  the  bladder  of  warm  water 
“ was  ordered  to  be  continued;  beef  tea 
“ given  as  nourifhment;  and  a clyfler  of  Peru- 
44  vian  bark,  in  deco&ion,  prefcribed  every 
“eight  hours;  fhe  flept  well  this  night:  the 
44  eighth,  no  febrile  fymptoms  remained  ; the 
tendernefs  of  the  belly  was  not  fo  great ; fhe  I 
was  very  full  of  the  eruption,  and  complained 
“ of  its  itching  ; in  the  evening  took  an  anodyne:  i 
ninth , evidently  better  in  every  refpe<fi,  and  no 
complaint,  except  weaknefs  : tenth,  floe  was 
“ feized  with  a rigor,  fucceeded  by  a hot  fit ; 

coughed  much,  and  her  pulfe  was  full  and 
“frequent;  file  took  the  falinc  mixture,  with 
"Spermaceti,  and  drank  plentifully  of  warm  dilu-  j 
ting  liquors:  in  tne  evening  an  emollient  clyf*  j 
“ ter  was  adminiflered,  and  an  opiate  exhibited; 

“ file  palled  the  night  pretty  tolerablv ; the  fecre-  | 

“ rion 
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44  lion  of  the  milk  had  been  hitherto  moderate ; 
44  but  it  was  now  totally  flopped,  and  there  was 
44  little  or  no  appearance  of  the  lochial  difcharge  : 
44  in  the  morning  of  the  eleventh , the  thirfl  and 
44  fever  were  fomewhat  abated  ; but  fhe  complained 
44  of  pains  in  the  belly,  flomach  and  head,  and 
441  her  cough  was  much  increafed ; fix  ounces  of 
“ blood  was  taken  from  her  arm ; the  texture  of 
44  which  was  very  fizy,  and  the  (erous  part  but 
44  fmall  in  quantity,  and  very  turbid:  fhe  drank 
44  plentifully  of  a pe£loiai  infufion  of  figs,  rai- 
44  fins,  and  liquorice  root,  and  palled  a tolerably 
44  good  night ; but  in  the  morning  complained  of 
“ ficknefs  at  her  fiomach,  and  had  feveral  gri- 
44  ping  bilious  flools ; flic  took  tartar  emetic  in 
44  fmall  dofes,  which  brought  away  much  vifeid 
44  phlegm,  mixed  with  bile;  flic  had  fome  re- 
44  frefliing  refi;  the  milk  fecreted  freely:  the 
44  thirteenth , better  in  every  refpeft,  but  very 
44  weak  and  low ; for  which  fhe  received  the 
44  mofl  nutritious  broths  and  jellies  ; and  conti- 
44  nued  to  recover  her  flrength  daily,  and  with- 
out  any  very  material  interruption,  till  the 

44  twenty- 


I 446  ] 

u twenty-third;  when  (he  was  again  feized  with  a fi- 

“ gor,  fucceeded  by  a (mart  fever,  third,  and  a quick 

44  and  full  pulfe  ; her  (kin  felt  dry  and  parched; 

“ file  diluted  plentifully  with  nitrous  emulfion, 

14  had  an  emollient  clyller  in  the  evening,  but 

<l  paffed  a very  indifferent  night  i the  twenty  fifth t 

44  feverifh,  and  a quick  pulfe;  her  tongue  dry  and 

4 4 white  , with  a lordes  on  the  teeth  ; excehive  (harp 

4{  pains  in  her  back,  ftomach,  and  about  the  re-* 

44  gion  of  the  navel ; the  galbanum  plainer,  with 

44  opium,  was  removed,  and  a frefh  one  put  on; 

44  and  the  bladder  of  warm  water  again  ap-- 

44  plied  to  the  fcrohiculus  cordis : at  night,  a few 

“ diops  of  tinclura  thchaica  were  added  to  a di-- 

64  aphoretic  mixture;  of  which  fhe  took  three 

“ fpoonsful  every  five  hours,  but  fhe  fcarccly 

44  got  any  refl  : the  twenty -Jixlh,  rather  woife 

6‘  in  every  rcfpe&,  and  vifitcd  by  a phyfician, 

44  who  prefcribed  eight  grains  of  James’s  Pow- 

44  der,  which  brought  on  a plentiful  diaphorefis 

61  at  the  end  of  eight  hours  ; and  at  nine  o’clock 

“ in  the  evening,  a fecond  dofe  was  given  in 
* 1 

44  three  grains  of  piL  Math cei ; the  twenty- feventh, 

her 
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her  pulfe  was  not  fo  quick;  the  {kin  more 
44  moifl ; fire  had  refled  pretty  well,  arid  the 
44  pain  in  her  belly  wTas  much  abated  : the  twen- 
44  ty-eighth,  apparently  better,  except  her  cough, 
44  which  Teemed  rather  increafcd,  and  was  more 
“ trouble  Tome:  upon  which,  fhe  had  recourfe  to 

t 

44  the  neutral  mixture  with  Jpermaccti , and  was 
44  relieved  : twenty-ninth,  continued  free  from 

44  fever,  and  w^as  able  to  fit  up  : thirtieth , conti- 
44  nued  to  recover,  and  feemed  in  a fair  way 
“ fo  to  do  : thirty- fir fl,  continued  in  the 

“ fame  Rate:  the  JirJl  of  Jaxuary,  flic  com* 
44  plained  of  weight,  tenfion,  and  pain  in 
44  her  back,  belly,  and  loins  ; the  pulfe  was  hard 
44  and  contracted,  and  fix  ounces  of  blood  w?as 
44  taken  from  the  arm,  the  complexion  of  which 
44  juRified  the  operation ; the  antiphlogifiic  plan 
44  was  puifued,  and  in  the  evening  fhe  was  bct~ 
44  ter,  except  that  file  complained  of  a Rraitnefs 
44  acrofs  the  thorax,  attended  with  a dyjpnaa ; 

44  for  which  fhe  defired  her  former  medicine, 
“ which  foon  relieved  her,  and  file  paffed  a co- 
“ lerablc  night : feconcl , her  breath  unreftrained 

“ and 
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u and  cafy ; {lie  had  perfpired  freely,  and  Was, 

“ in  every  refpeft,  better:  third , continued  to 
44  recover,  and  to  gain  flrength  for  fevcrai  days  \ 

•*  but  on  the  tenth , was  feized  with  a fhivering, 

44  complained  of  pains  ail  over  her : and  from 
14  that  period,  the  poor  woman  has  been  confined 
44  to  her  bed,  with  a violent  (Welling  on  the pjoas 
44  mufcle  of  the  right  thigh,  which  extends  to 

4‘  the  calf  of  the  leg  on  that  fide;  fot  which  we 

\ 

44  have  called  in  all  the  medical  afliflancc  which 
44  thefe  parts  afford:  an  iffue  has  been  cut,  and 
4<  aromatic  fomentations,  and  different  kinds  of 
44  poultices  been  applied;  but,  at  prefent,  with* 

44  out  any  vifible  futcefs. — On  the  ninth  inftant, 

44  a Midwife  fent  for  me  to  a woman,  at  Swan- 
44  ton  ; the  patient  was  a very  little,  weakly  wo- 
44  man  ; was  ricketty  in  her  infancy,  and  had 
44  been  two  days  and  nights  in  labour:  upon  en- 
44  quiry,  I found  many  hours  had  elapfed,  fincc 

I 

44  the  rupture  of  the  membranes , and  the  entrance 
“ of  the  head  into  the  pelvis ; the  vertex  prefented 
44  with  the  face  laterally;  the  pains  were  entiiely 
14  gone  off;  the  pulfe  was  weak;  the  voice  low; 

•'  ani 
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1 '*  and  flie  appeared  to  be  in  a ftate  of  general  debi- 
“ J»y.  From  the  accounts  which  I had  heard  of 
" her  former  cafes,  I had  much  reafon  to  fufpea  a 
bad  conformation  of  the  pelvis-,  and,  upon  more 
flria  examination,  found  the  fetcrum  jet  in  in 
" foch  a manner,  as  to  leave  a fpace  of  not  more 
“ than  three  inches,  at  mod,  from  pubes  to  fa- 
cruni . I thought  at  firft  of  applying  the  for- 
“ ceps,  and  with  that  vino  emptied  the  redlum, 
" by  an  emollient  clyfter,  and  lubricated  the 
“ blades  of  the  inflrument ; but,  upon  be- 
“ ing  able  to  introduce  my  finger  pretty  eafily 
“ round  the  child's  head,  I was  not  deterred 
“ from  fuppofing  it  pradicable  to  pufii  up  the 
“ head,  and  find  the  feet  ; which,  after  foinc 
“ time,  I effaced  ; and,  to  the  great  fatif- 
“ faction  of  the  mother,  brought  her  a live 
“ child,  which  was  the  firh  of  four  that  had 
“ been  fo  born  ; and  the  firft  that  fhe  had  had 
‘ come  into  the  woild  in  an  unmutilated  ftate; 

the  heads  of  all  the  others  having  been  lelfened, 

‘ and  delivered  with  the  crotchet,  by  a well-ex- 
‘ perienced  Praaitioner;  who  had  given  it  as  his 
‘ opinion,  that  it  was  not  likely  fhe  fhould  ever 
'0L-,b  Hh  “ have 
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“ have  a child  born  alive.  The  placenta  came 
“away  without  any  difficulty;  but  the  pul fe 
“ was  low  and  weak,  her  voice  fcarccly  to  be 
“ heard,  and  her  countenance  very  pale.  I pre- 
“ feribed  her  a cordial  mixture,  with  confeciw 
“ cardiaca  ; two  fpoonsful  to  be  given  her 
“ every  two  hours  ; and  ordered,  that  beef 
“ tea,  and  other  nouriOiment,  fhould  be  taken 
“ between  whiles,  in  fmall  quantities,  and  often, 

“ till'  her  flrength  and  fpirits  were,  in  fotne. 
“ meafure,  recruited;  but,  notwiihftanding  all 
“ thefe  direttions  were  pumflualiy  obeyed,  hie. 
“ has  not  yet  recovered  her  voice  and  flrength, 

“ is  not  able  to  fit  up  in  her  bed,  and,  I fear,. 
“ it  will  be  a great  while  before  hie  recovers. 

“ The  child  is  remarkably  fmall ; to  which  alone  . 
“ I chiefly  attribute  the  fucccfs  of  my  operation  ; 
“it  is  flill  alive,  but  fo  very  weak  and  languid, 
that  I defpair  of  its  furviving  many  days. 
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the  answer. 

, “DEAR  SIR, 

M O N G S T the  melancholy 
Cafes,  which  often  occur  in  our  pra&ice,  the 

“ 0ne  >'ou  have  veiled  muft  {hock  thofe  fenti- 
“ ments  of  tender  confideration,  which  the  fvmpa- 
thetic  Prafhtioner  will  ever  poffefs.  Your 
patient  has,  undoubtedly,  fuffered  much  ; and, 
“ it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be  a long  time  be- 
“ fore  {he  recovers.  A laceration  of  the  ute- 
“ rus  is  vei7  dangerous,  and  moll  generally  a 
“ fatal  circumftance ; it  is  lucky,  that  a retrac- 
“ ti0n  of  thef«l“s  did  not  follow  this  accident, 

“ owing  to  the  uncommon  violence  of  the  la. 

“ bour>  and  tbc  Angularly  tenfe  and  callous  {late 
“of  the  os  uteri.  At  your  moft  convenient  lei- 
“ fure,  I {hall  think  myfelf  obliged  to  you  for 

b 2 “ the 
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**  the  Supplement  of  this  very  extraordinary 
“Cafe;  and  wilh  the  event  may  fully  reward 
<*  your  induflry  and  care  to  fave  the  patient.  I 
“ had  a cafe  of  a narrow  pelvis,  two  inches  and 
“ 6-8ths  from  pubes  to  Jacrum,  where  the  head, 
“funis,  right  hand,  and  right  foot  p re  fen  ted : 
“ What  would  you  have  done  ? In  your  next 
“ refolve  me  this;  and  believe  me,  8cc.” 


MY  REPLY. 

. 1 • ' * . ■ ! I \ ./  / J i ; ^ ' 

••DEAR  SIR, 

<<  The  Cafe  you  mention  is  To 

«*  unhappy  an  infiance  of  a diflorted  pclvts,  that, 

**  for  my  own  part,  I fliould  think  neither  mo- 

««  ther  or  child  could  have  any  chance  at  all,  but 

41  by  the  Ca’Jaruin  Jeclion  ; which  is  fo  (hocking 

44  and  hazardous  an  operation,  that,  to  (peak  can 

“ didly, 
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“ didly,  and  at  once  anfwer  your  queflion  I 
“ Scarcely  know,  in  filch  a cafe,  what  I fhould 
<lo  ; for  it  feems  almofl  an  impoffibility  to  fave 
“ the  child,  unlefs  extremely  fmall.  I amfliocked 
“ at  the  idea  of  the  circumflance;  and  only  by 
" a>  fpeculation,  fay,  that  I might  probably 
“ have  firft  brought  down  the  leg  that  did  prefent ; 
“ Jlave  Sone  UP  r°f  the  other,  and  brought  that  down; 

and  then,  to  deliver  the  body,  have  ufed  the  dou- 
“ ble  force  of  pulling  down  with  one  hand,  whilft 
I pufhedup  with  the  other.  But  perhaps,  in  a cafe 
thus  circumftanced,  I could  not  have  even  pro- 
ceeded in  this  manner,  unlefs  the  child  was  very 
“ fmall  indeed;  but  even  fo,  I might  have  delivered 
“ the  body  eafier  this  way,  and  with  lefs  trouble, 

'•  than  in  attempting  to  effed  the  delivery,  by  bring- 
“ ,nS  the  bead  hrfl.  After  proceeding  thus  far,  you 
“ will  afk  me  how  the  head  is  to  pafs  ; which  over- 
“ throws  ray  whole  fyftem:  and  I again  afTert, 

“ the  only  means  of  prefervation  for  both  mother 

“ and  chi,d  t0  be  that  of  the  Cafarian  fedion, 

“ if  timely  and  judicioufly  conduded.  But,  for 
“ my  own  fatisfadion  and  improvement,  pray  give 
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«<  me  your  opinion,  your  own  manner  of  pro- 
44  ceeding,  and  a flaort  detail  of  your  patients’ 
“ Cafe.  Pray  what  was  the  diftance  from  fide  to 
41  fide  of  the  diftorted  pelvis , which  you  have  men- 
C(  tioned?  Does  knowing  the  dimcnfions,  from 
“ the  back  to  the  fore  part,  of  a pelvis , always 
4t  determine  the  exa&  or  near  diftance  from  fide 
“ to  fide  ? Pray  what  were  the  dimenfions  of  the 

44  child’s  head  ? 

41  I am,  See.” 


THE  ANSWER. 


“DEAR  SIR, 


qp 

*<  I HE  Cafe  I fent  you  is  no  ima- 
“ ginary  one.  I have  long  had  in  my  poffefllon 
“ the  bones  of  the  unhappy  patient  it  concerned. 
'<  The  hiftoiy,  in  fhort,  is  this  : A man-midwife 


I 


u in 


[ 455  1 

“ in  this  place,  of  fome  Handing,  was  fent  for, 
<c  upon  the  Saturday  evening,  to  a poor  woman, 
“ whole  waters  were  gone  ever  fince  the  precede 
. “ ing  Monday,  She  had  no  pains  till  the  Friday 
night.  Saturday  morning  the  os  tincce  began  to 
dilate  fenfibly,  and  about  twelve  of  the  fame 
day  the  ai  m came  down,  with  the  funis  j the 
“ head  at  the  fame  time  was  fenfibiy  felt,  and 
“ prelented  right,  with  one  ear  to  the  pubes , and 
“ the  other  to  the  jacrum , high  up.  About  feven 
“ in  evening  the  practitioner,  finding  things 
“ as  above,  went  up  for  the  feet ; but  the  pelvis 
was  fo  narrow,  that  he  could  not  go  up  a great 
“ way  : however,  he  found  the  right  foot  near. 
“ the  head,  which  he  brought  down  into  the 
vagina  , but  couid  not  bring  it  fo  low  down  as 
“ to  fix  a noofe  on  it,  nor  could  he  pufh  up  the 
“ head.  /He  fent  for  another  man-midwife,  who 
“ attempted  to  deliver  the  fame  way  and  failed. 

44  I was  at  laft  fent  for  ; and,  upon  hearing  the 
“ relation  of  the  cafe,  advifed  the  labour  to  go  on 
all  next  do^  , but,  alas  ! [he  poor  woman  was 
44  in  cold  fweats.  The  gentlemen  begged  I 

^ h 4 44  would 
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44  would  try  to  deliver.  Finding  the  right  foot, 
41  right  arm,  junisy  and  head,  I got  a filk  ribbon 
“ into  the  vagina,  and  fixed  it  firmly  above  the 
**  ancle  \ introduced  the  right  hand  into  the  vci* 
««  gina,  and  puflied  up  the  head  with  immenfe 
41  force,  and  pulled  down  with  the  ribbon  ; but 
«*  to  no  purpofe.  I could  not  get  the  foot,  nor 
44  would  the  child  be  turned  in  the  lead  Hence 
44  ’tis  plain,  though  you  get  one  foot  in  a narrow 
“ pelvis , head  prefenting,  that  you  are  not  cer- 
44  tain  of  being  able  to  turn  : therefore  the  prac- 
44  tice  of  turning  children  in  narrow  pdvijjes% 
44  when  the  head  prelents,  is  extremely  uncertain, 
44  and  fhould  not  be  adopted.  The  pelvis  was 
44  fufhciently  wide  from  fide  to  fide,  as  they  gene- 
44  rally  are:  the  child  was  not  laige.  If  thefc 
44  gentlemen  had  let  the  labour  go  on  till  Sunday 
44  noon,  the  head  would  have  been  fqueezed 
44  more  or  lefs  within  the  brim,  and  then  might 
44  have  been  opened  ; and  the  woman  s life  have 
44  been  faved. 

44  1 am,  See." 

\ In 
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In  a periodical  work,  lately  publifhed  at  Ly- 
' ons,  entitled,  Objervations  fur  les  Maladies  reg - 
nances  a Lyon,  par  M.  M.  Vilet  Pete  tin,  Mecic- 

, tins,  is  an  account  of  a mod  extraordinary  dif- 
tortion  of  the  pelvts,  in  a delicate  ricketty  woman, 
aged  twenty  * feven,  on  whom  the  Ceejanan  fac- 
tion was  performed,  but  without  fuccefs.  W c 
are  told,  that  an  ingenious  Phyfxcian,  who  ha* 
long  taught  midwifery  with  confiderable  reputa- 
tion in  London,  intends  foon  to  publilh  fome 
Obfervations,  to  prove,  that  neither  the  feftion 
of  the  Jymphifis  pubis,  or  the  Cafarian  operation, 
can  ever  be  necelfary.  His  ideas  on  this  fubjeft 
were  fuggcfted,  it  feems,  by  a Cafe  which  occur- 
red lately  in  his  own  praflicc,  and  at  which  fe- 
ver al  of  the  mod  eminent  Accoucheurs  in  Lon- 
don were  prefent.  See  Medical  Journal, 
Yoh  iii.  No.  3. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXLIV. 

TTVl  E fubjecl  of  this  Cafe  was  a poor  woman 
cf  the  name  of  Smith,  who  had  before  borne 
two  children.  The  midwife  informed  me,  that 
fhe  found  the  membranes  broke,  'and,  upon  exa- 
mination, difcovered  the  child  in  a wrong  prefent- 
ation.  A man  midwife  was  fent  for  from  Maid- 
fione;  but  he,  being  engaged,  could  not  attend. 
Some  hours  after  that,  I was  fent  for.  The  pains 
were  urgent,  and  very  frequent ; but  the  05  tinea 
was  not  fufficiently  dilated  to  difeover  what  part 

1 t 4 an  opiate,  and  defiled 

the  labour  might  be  fullered  to  go  on  in  its  own 
"ay,  till  the  midwife  fhould  be  able  to  difeover 
more  of  the  prefenting  parts,  which  I was  in 
hopes  would  be  pufhed  down  as  the  os  tinea  di- 
lated. 1 lie  woman  was  very  hearty  and  flrong 

when 
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when  I left  her  ; but,  upon  coming  to  her  again, 

I found  her  much  weaker.  The  pulfe  had  funk, 
and  the  pains  were  not  fo  frequent.  There  was 
but  very  little  alteration  in  the  (late  of  the  os  tinca$ 
which  I endeavoured  to  dilate  as  (lie  lay  on  her 
fide,  but  could  not  introduce  more  than  one  fin- 
ger. I got  her  then  placed  in  a fupine  pofition, 
and  with  fome  difficulty  introduced  two  of  my 
fingers  ; but  the  cramp  coming  on,  I was  obliged 
to  defift.  I then  dire&ed  her  to  reft  on  her  knees 
and  elbows  ; but  this  of  herfelf,  through  extreme 
weaknefs,  fhe  was  unable  to  do  ; therefore  two 
women  affifted  and  fupported  her  in  this  pofi- 
tion : but  then  1 was  not  able  to  get  in  more 
than  three  fingers.  However,  the  fituation  of  the 
child  was  now  much  more  obvious  ; for  I could 
difeover  that  the  back  and  neck  prefented,  with 
the  chin  to  the  left  ilium . The  os  uteri  felt  ex- 
tremely thick  ; and  as  the  cafe  was  fo  hazardous 
and  complicated,  and  the  woman  grew  fainter  and 
fainter,  I defired  another  praftitioner  might  be 
fent  for  ; but  before  any  farther  afliftance  could 
be  procured,  the  woman  was  feized  with  a flood- 
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mg,  fell  into  convulfions,  and  expired.  I there- 
fore, with  all  poffible  expedition,  endeavoured 
to  give  the  child  the  bell  chance  I could ; and 
the  os  internum  having  now  loft  all  refiftance, 
yielded  to  the  introdu<ftion  of  my  hand  ; and  in 
lefs  than  twenty  minutes  from  the  death  of  the 
mother,  I delivered  the  child  footling,  but  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  dead  fome  time. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXLV. 

.Ann  PETT,  a young  woman  of  ftrong 
healthy  Jlanwia,  was  taken  in  labour  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th  of  February,  1775.  A midwife 
had  been  with  her  feveral  days  and  nights  ; and 
when  I was  called,  the  find  ftage  of  the  labour 
might  be  faid  to  be  perft&ly  finifhed.  1 he  pa- 
tient was  very  reftlefs  and  faint,  and  there  ap- 
peared a total  ceffation  of  labour  pains  : the 
head  had  entered  the  pelvis , and  the  vertex 
defeended  to  the  coccyx  : the  ears  had  paffed  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis , and  were  placed,  one  to  the 
Jacrum , and  the  other  to  the  Jymphifis  of  the  pu- 
bes,  with  the  face  to  the  left  ijehium.  The  pofi- 
tion  of  the  head  being  thus  known ; with  the 
leaf!  difficulty  I ever  met  with  in  their  applica- 
tion, I introduced  a blade  of  the  forceps  over. 

each 
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each  ear  of  the  foetus,  and,  without  any  injury 
either  to  the  mother  or  child,  effeaed  the  deli, 
very  m lefs  than  twenty  minutes  ; and  they 
both  recovered,  and  did  well. 


CASE 
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iji 


CASE  CXLVI. 


I 


FOUND  the  particulars  of  the  following 
Cafe,  upon  the  teftimony  of  a perfon  on  whom 

r • . . *,.t  * 

I can  depend — Elizabeth  Wheeler,  of  Breach- 

ley,  in  this  county,  being,  in  May  1 7^9  *n  l^e 

■ 

early  part  of  geftation,  about  the  twelfth  week, 
mifcanied  of  an  ovum , nearly  the  fizeof  a goofe  s 

; J * ’ t f ‘ i ''  p * M • J / \ • t ’v  * 

egg,  which  contained  a fmall  embrio , with  its 
membranes  and  placenta  entire,  and  was  able  in 
the  ufual  time  to  follow  her  domeflic  bufmefs. 

i . , v t { , k ■ * * - 

She  was  much  furprifed  to  find,  that  fhe  had  not 
loft  fo  much  of  her  bulk  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected ; and  more  fo,  when,  after  a few  w;ecks, 
flie  plainly  difeovered  the  motions  of  another 

• * . • ( f ■ ■»  f 

child  in  utero,  which  fhe  could  not  form  the  leafl 
idea  of  being  poffible,  after  file  had  fo  lately 

^ ’ t * 

mifearried  of  one  : but  finding  that  flie  grew 

bitter 


I 464  ] 

bigger  and  bigger,  (lie  made  the  ufual  provifion, 
and  was  delivered,  fix  months  after  her  mifear- 
liage,  of  a fine  full-grown  child,  in  a very  eafy 
and  natural  manner. — Is  it  not  probable,  that 
Nature,  ah  origine , intended  this  for  a twin  cafe  ; 
and  that  the  premature  expulfion  of  the  firft  em- 
brio , with  its  fe.cundines  and  placenta , was  occa- 

" f 

fioned  by  fome  remote  caufe,  which  cannot  be 
explained  with  precifion  ? — Dr.  Johnson,  in  his 
Chapter  of  the  Foetus  in  utero , fpeaks  of  a young 

and  healthy  lady,  who,  in  the  year  1758,  had 

* 

twice  miffed  the  catamenia , and,  by  over-hurry- 
ing herfelf,  was  foon  after  feized  with  a flooding, 
and  in  lefs  than  twelve  hours  mifearried : and  in 
lefs  than  thirty  days  after  this  abortion,  the  fame 
lady  was  taken  again  with  a flight  flooding,  and 
expelled  another  ovum , of  the  bignefs  of  a fmall 

• / i ; J j . .11  * v * 

pullet’s  egg. — He  alfo  relates  a Twin  CaTe, where- 
in each  child  had  a diflinft  placenta  and  fet  of 
membranes  ; and  although  that  part  of  the  chorion 
which  lay  contiguous,  adhered  firmly;  yet,  by 
a little  care,  they  feparated  perfe&Iy  from  each 
other. 


C A S E S 
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CASES  CXLVII.  and  CXLVIII. 

COMMUNICATED 
IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

^ 1 t 

December  1,  1 7 7-3 • 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

44  X SHOULD  think  myfelf  want- 
“ ing  in  refpeft  to  your  kind  and  friendly  confix 
44  dence,  if  I declined  communicating  the  two 
14  following  Cafes  to  your  obfervation  and  confl- 
4C  deration. — On  the  16th  of  September  laft, 
••  about  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  I was  fent 
“ for  to  the  Wife  of  one  Sparks,  who  had  been 
•«  many  hours  under  the  management  of  a wo* 
44  man  midwife,  who,  foon  after  the  mem- 
44  branes  broke,  found  an  arm  pufh  forwards  ; 

Vol.  II.  I i “ and 
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“ and  laying  fall  hold  of  it,  had  attempted,  for 
“ upwards  of  three  hours,  to  deliver  the  child, 
“ by  forcibly  pulling  it  down.  It  was  the  right 
41  arm,  which  was  thus  protruded  through  the  cs 
44  externum , quite  up  to  the  fhoulder.  I firft  en- 
“ deavoured  to  return  the  limb  ; but  for  fome 
44  time  it  would  return  into  the  vagina  only,  from 

' A 

tc  whence  it  as  often  protruded  ; and  thecontrac- 
4<  tions  were  fo  very  flrong  and  frequent,  that  in 
44  all  my  attempts  I gained  no  ground  .at  all  ; 
44  but  I found  that  the  bread  prefented,  with 
44  the  head  to  the  right  ilium . At  this  inftant  the 
44  funis  came  down  into  the  vagina , and  I could 
44  diftin£ly  feel  its  pulfation  ; and  as  the  woman 
44  began  to  flood,  I made  an  attempt  to  pafs  by 
“ the  protruding  limb,  and  was  happily  fuccefs* 
44  ful  in  finding  the  feet  at  the  fundus  uteri  \ 
44  which  as  foon  as  I had  fecured  in  my  hand, 
44  the  child  turned,  as  upon  its  own  axis,  and  I 
44  delivered  it  as  is  ufual  in  preternatural  direc- 
44  tions  : the  placenta  was  excluded  in  a few  minutes. 
4 4 Upon  examination,  I found  the  arm  which 
44  had  come  down,  was  broke  within  two  inches 

44  of 


r 467  ] 

11  of  the  flioulder,  by  the  violence  made  life  of 

0 

44  in  the  midwife’s  attempts  to  deliver,  before  I 
M was  employed.  This  matter,  however,  was 
41  ingenioufly  lodged  at  my  door  ; and  as  I difco- 
44  vered  the  patient  had  been  fo  far  influenced, 
44  by  the  mifreprefentations  of  the  midwife, 
44  to  believe  that  I had  been  the  caufe  of  the  ac- 
“ cident  ; and  in  a few  hours  after  her  deli- 
44  very,  (lie  was  attacked  with  a fever,  and  an  un- 
44  common  tumour  and  tenfion  of  the  abdomen 
44  (probably  horn  fome  cold  which  fhe  had  con- 
44  traded,  whilfl.  expofed  to  the  manoeuvres  of 
44  her  ignorant  affiflant)  ; for  my  own  reputation 
44  and  vindication,  I thought  proper  to  call  in 
44  two  fenior  practitioners,  who  candidly  confi- 
44  dering  the  matter,  convinced  the  woman  and 
44  her  friends  of  the  propriety  of  my  pra&ice,  and 
44  the  erroneous  manner  in  which  the  midwife  had 
44  a&ed.  We  afterwards  confulted  for  the  farther 
44  fafety  of  the  patient;  and  by  diluents,  diapho- 
44  reties,  and  emollient  fomentations,  in  a few  days 
got  her  into  a convalcicent  Rate,  and  fhe  was  very 
well  by  the  end  of  the  month.  By  proper  care 
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44  and  bandage,  the  fra&ure  formed  a complete 
44  callus  in  lefs  than  a month,  and  the  child 
44  foon  had  as  good  a ufe  of  one  arm  as  the 
44  other. — In  the  beginning  of  the  lad  month,  I 

u u 

“ followed  the  fame  midwife,  where  the  nates  pie- 
44  fented.  The  woman  was  pretty  much  ex- 
“ handed,  and  the  pains  had  left  her  for  fomer 
44  time  : but  this  proved  only  a temporary  ceffa- 
44  tion  ; for,  after  refrefhing  the  woman  with  cor- 
“ dials,  and  properly  encouraging  her,  the  pains  re- 
44  turned  in  a manner  which,  I was  in  hopes, would 
44  foon  have  put  an  end  to  the  bufmefs.  But 
“ herein  I was  difappointed  ; for  the  parts,  not- 
44  withftanding  a feries  of  very  fharp  pains,  did 
44  not  defeend  in  the  lead.  I therefore  determi- 
44  ned  to  go  up  for  the  feet  ; but  the  waters  having 
41  been  long  gone  off-,  the  uterus  was  fo  contract- 
44  ed,  that  I found  it  impraflicable  to  pafs  up  my 
tl  hand  : therefore,  getting  the  bell  hold  I could, 
44  with  both  my  hands,  I afhfled  in  the  time  of 
“ pain,  brought  down  the  natest  and  at  lengfh 
44  delivered  the  foetus,  without  the  lead  hurt  eitheT 
44  to  that  or  the  mother.  The  child  was  very 
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large,  was  wcb-fingered,  and  had  a hare-lip. 

“ 1 have  at  prefent  nothing  more  to  add,  and  no- 

“ th'ng  need  be  added  to  the  profound  refpeil 
“ with  which  I am,  &c.” 


the  answer. 

“DEAR  SIR, 

“ I RECEIVED  yours,  and  am 
pleafed  to  find  that  you  flill  fupport  your  mid- 
“ wifery  bufinefs  with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  ufuai. 
The  difputc  you  had  with  the  midwife  is  not 
unufual  upon  fuch  occafions  ; which  fhews, 
that  the  perfon  called  in  fhould  always  carefully 

examine  if  any  damage  has  been  done,  either  to 

/ 

mother  or  child,  that  he  may  acquaint  the  pre- 
engaged  practitioner  of  it,  or  make  a report 
“ thcrcof  to  the  relations  of  the  patient,  if  ne- 
“ cc'Eary,  before  the  operation  is  undertaken. 

“ I am,  with  great  efleem,  See.” 

Ji3 


CASE 


4 
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CASE  CXLIX. 

Jl  OR  this  and  the  following  Cafe  I am  in- 
debted  to  the  obliging  communication  of  the  fame 
Correfpondent  who  favoured  me  with  Cafes 
cxxvii  and  cxxviii.— In  the  year  1760,  he  was 
called  to  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Outte** 
ridge,  a labouring  man,  in  the  parifh  of  Bir- 
ling.  He  found  fin  ample  diflenfion  of  the  os 
internum,  and  the  membranes  full,  turgid,  and 
pufhing  down  very  low  into  the  vagina  ; and 
therefore  concluded,  that,  upon  their  breaking, 
the  head  would  confequently  defeend  into  the 
ptlvis : but  this  event  not  happening  to  his  wiflies, 
notwithftanding  the  pains  were  uncommonly 
fharp  and  long,  he  had  recourfe  to  patience  (a 
maxim  in  the  pradice  of  midwifery,  which  he 
recommends,  from  experience,  as  truly  venera- 
ble, 
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ble,  and  which,  in  this  inftance,  he  tried  to  that 
degree  which  reflets  much  honour  on  his  {kill 
and  humanity),  for  he  waited  upwards  of  eighth 
and-forty  hours  after  the  membranes  broke  ; and 
notwithflanding  the  long  fucceffion  of  inofl  vio- 
lent pains,  finding  the  head  too  large  to  advance 
beyond  the  middle  of  the  pelvis , and  the  wpman 
bemg  very  leftlefs  and  uneafy,  and  beginning  to 
fined  ; fearing  he  fhould  lofe  both  mother  and 
child,  he  thought  it  mod  advifeable  to  dilate  the 
cranium,  that,  by  leffening  its  bulk,  he  might 
cither  get  a firm  hold  for  the  crotchet,  or  blunt 
hook,  and  by  that  means  fucceed  in  its  extrac- 
tion. He  therefore  opened  the  cranium  with  the 
feiffars,  destroyed,  the  connexions  of  the  brain, 
c-nd  it  was  eafily  evacuated.  Having  got  good 
firm  hold  with  the  blunt  hook,  he  exerted  his  tu- 
rnoff flrength  to  bring  down  the  fhoulders,  but 
without  efifed.  The  affiftants  being  much  terri- 
fuG.  and  alaimcd,.  the  flooding  increafin°r  to  a 
very  dangerous  degree,  and  the  pulfe  beginning 
to  intermit,  he  found  himfelf  in  the  moft  trying 
fuuation  ; and  fearing  he  muli  abfolutely  lofe 

1 * 4 both 
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both  the  mother  and  the  child,  if  he  did  not  de- 
liver immediately,  he  refolved  to  try  if  he  could 
not  turn  the  child,  and  bring  it  footling  ; in  which 
attempt  he  was  more  happy  than  before;  and  with 
fome  difficulty  getting  at  the  feet  and  legs,  he 
brought  them  down,  with  part  of  the  body  ; but  it 
was  with  inconceivable  trouble  that  he  was  able  to 
deliver  the  fhoulders.  At  length,  however,  he 
fucceeded  ; and  the  woman  recovered  and  did 
well  in  the  ufual  time,  without  any  material  in- 
terruption, and  he  has  fince  delivered  her  of  fe- 
vcral  children.  He  adds,  that  he  was  never  fo 
thoroughly  fatigued  in  his  life  ; and  that,  had 
he  known,  at  firft,  that  the  head  and  fhoulders 
were  in  fuch  difproportion  to  the  dimenfions  of 
the  pelvis , he  might  have  delivered  the  woman, 
by  leffening  the  head,  fooner  ; but  as  the  child 
was  alive,  and  the  mother  flrong  and  in  good 
fpirits,  he  thinks  he  could  not  have  anfwered  it 
to  his  corifcience,  till  the  danger  which  threatened 
both  mother  and  child  made  the  operation  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary. 


CASE 
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CASE  CL. 

Ie  was  called  to  Mrs.  S— — , of  Boxley, 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  June  laft, 
and  found  that  by  her  own  account,  (lie  was  not 
more  than  fix  months  advanced  in  her  pregnancy. 
She  had  had  regular  pains  all  through  the  pre- 
ceding  night,  and  an  irregular,  but  copious, 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  fo  that  fhe 
was  reduced  to  extreme  debility  : her  lips  were 
pale,  and  her  pulfe  was  fo  low  and  weak,  as  to  be 
fcarcely  perceptible.  Upon  touching,  he  found 
the  os  internum  very  rigid,  and  but  little  dilated. 
In  this  perilous  hate  of  the  cafe,  fearing  that  a 
forcible  dilatation  of  the  os  internum  might  in- 
creafe  the  haemorrhage,  and  dreading  the  event, 
he  thought  it  right  to  apprize  her  relations  of  the 
great  danger  fhe  was  in,  and  to  call  another 

pra£litioncr 
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practitioner  into  confultation  upon  the  cafe.  The 
gentleman  who  was  fent  for,  concurred  in  opi-  i 

nion  with  our  Author,  and  thought  it  would  i 

be  belt  to  continue  her  in  a fupine  poflure,  and  | 
not  to  ufe  the  leaf!  force.  To  alleviate  the  i 

fpaftns,  opiates  were  preferred,  with  corrobo-  I 

rants  and  aflringcnts  between  whiles,  which- were 

> 

punctually  adminiflered  for  fome  hours  ; alfo 
cloths  dipped  in  cold  vinegar  were  applied  exter- 
nally to  the  loins  ; and  fhe  was  fuffered  to  drink 
nothing  warm,  or  that  had  the  leafl  tendency  to  ac- 
celerate the  circulation.  By  this  means  the  flooding 
abated  ; and,  as  fhe  lay  eafy$  he  ventured  to 
leave  her,  for  the  prefent  ; but  was  called  again, 
in  a great  hurry,  about  ten  o’clock  in  the  fame 
evening.  He  found  her  warm  : the  haemorrhage 
was  flopped : the  os  internum  much  more  di- 
lated, and  the  pains  were  pretty  flrong  and  re- 
gular: but  as  he  was  fearful  that  the  flooding 
might  return,  he  thought  it  right  to  rupture  the 
membranes,  and  let  the  waters  off,  which  he  did; 
and,  in  a few  minutes  after,  the  patient  was 
delivered  of  a final!  dead  child  ; foon  after  | 

which, 
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hich,  he  was  very  doubtful  of  her,  as  to 
e or  death,  as  fhe  appeared  fo  very  low  and, 
int,  with  a finging  in  her  ears,  and  mid  before 
:r  (yes,  owing  to  a fudden  increafe  of  the  has- 

I 

orrhage  : he  immediately  made  ligatures  upon 
te  extremities,  applied  flannels  dipped  in  cold 
negar  to  the  loins  and  abdomen , and  gave  her  a 
Ltle  of  the  tinflura  Thebaica , with  fome  drops  of 
Jl)ptic  lin£lure,  in  fome  red  wine  and  water  ; 
id  in  a few  minutes  flic  began  to  come  to  her- 
lf : and  to  prevent  a relapfe,  by  a moderate  con- 
nuation  of  the  fame  means,  together  with  the 
fe  of  the  cortex , and  a nutrient  and  incraf- 
.ting  regimen  (lie  was  recovered ; but  was 
ir  fome  time  afflicted  with  great  pain  ; which 

t 

has  probably  owing  to  the  lofs  of  fo  much 
lood. — In  flooding  cafes,  the  affiffance  of  9, 

• " — ' t t 

argeon  cannot  be  too  foon  fought  for.  Our  Au- 
lor  regrets,  that  he  was  not  confulted  as 
non  as  the  flooding  firft  appeared,  as  he  thinks 
ae  lofs  of  eight  ounces  of  blood,  added  to 
aat  which  had  been  pre-difeharged,  muft  have 
roved  fatal. 


CASE 
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CASE  CLI. 


F T 

i'“"  *-,■ , aged  thirty,  whofe  fyflem  hac 

been  much  debilitated  by  a frequent  habit  0 
milcarriage,  was  again  pregnant  in  June  1776, 
and  flie  was  advifed  to  confult  me.  Being  very 
weak,  delicate,  and  nervous,  I ufcd  fuch  pro * 


phyla Elic  remedies  as  I thought  mofl  proper,  re- 
gulated her  diet,  and  cautioned  her  againfl  any 
cxercife  or  motion  which  might  endanger  mifcar- 
riage.  She  had  never  before  palled  the  fourth 
month  witnout  aborting,  but  had  now  arrived  at 
the  feventh,  with  hopes  of  reaching  her  full  time; 
but  on  the  2d  of  January  1 777*  I was  haflily* 
called  to  her,  and  found  her  flooding  in  fo  dan* 
gerous  a manner,  that  it  was  difficult  to  keep  her 
alive.  It  was  too  late  to  expert  any  thing  from 
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ic  power  of  medicine;  and  I did  not  flay  to 

| 

,iake  ufe  of  any  external  refrigerating  applica- 
Lons,  as  I looked  upon  the  emergency  of  the  cafe 
o be  fuch,  that  the  woman  muft  inevitably  die, 

I r ithout  immediate  delivery.  The  membranes 
.ad  broke  ; and  the  head  of  the  child  prefent- 
♦ug,  I fliould  mod  certainly  have  truded  the  deli- 
ery  to  the  natural  pains,  had  not  the  patient  been 
reduced  to  fo  low  an  ebb.  The  uterine  orifice 
eing  lufficiently  dilated,  I pufhed  up  the  head, 
affed  by  it,  and  obtained  the  feet;  and  whilft 
n afhfiant  made  a preffure  externally  upon  the 
\bd  omen  of  the  woman,  I accomplifhed  the  deli- 
ery  of  the  child,  which  for  fome  time  appeared 
ery  weak  and  languid,  but  revived,  and  lived 
lany  days.  A recurrence  of  fainting-fits  coming 
n immediately  after  the  delivery,  I palled  my 
and  up  into  the  uterus , and  footi  extra&ed  the 
xundines  ; but  the  debility  was  fo  general,  and 
le  uterus  fo  totally  devoid  of  contra&ile  power, 
tat  I defpaired  of  faving  the  patient,  who  funk 
ut  of  one  fainting-fit  into  another  fo  fad,  that 

it 
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it  was  expelled  every  minute  would  have  been 
her  lad.  In  this  didrefsful  date,  I found  it  im- 
poffible  to  get  her  to  take  any  thing,  either  as  a 
medicine  or  nouriffitment.  I therefore  had  her  : 
dripped  as  fad  as  poffible,  fet  open  the  window 
of  the  chamber,  and  expofed  the  naked  body  to 
the  open  air,  which  was  at  that  time  mod  in« 
tenfely  cold.  I duffed  the  vagina  with  a fponge 
dipped  in  vinegar,  in  which  fome  roch  alum  J 
had  been  diffolved  ; and  although  no  ligns  ol 
life  were  perceptible  for  fome  minutes,  -and  the 
pulfe  and  refpiration  feemed  totally  lod  for  that 
period ; at  length  a tremulous  vibration  in  the  pulfe  : 
gave  me  fome  hopes,  which  were  confirmed  by 
lier  breathing,  and  gradually  recovering  her 
fenfes,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  fwallow  a little  panada 
and  red  wine.  She  complained  of  violent  pain  * 
in  her  head,  and  in  the  lumbar  region.  Her 
recovery  was  at  times  very  doubtful  ; and  it  i 
was  not  till  three  months  after  her  delivery  that  l 
die  was  able  to  leave  her  room,  and  then  not  I 
without  affidance  : and  it  has  not  fince  been  in  i 

the  ( 
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tlie  power  of  tonic  medicines,  a proper  regimen, 
change  of  air,  or  the  cold  bath,  to  reflore  the 
fyftem  to  a healthy  degree  of  ftrength  : but  fhe 
continues  nervous  and  relaxed,  has  a he&ic 
cough,  frequent  pains  in  her  head,  has  never 

conceived  lince,  and  is  fubjed  to  the  Jluor 
i i 'ilbus . 


j 
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CASE  CLII.  1 

Penelope  fowler,  of  this  town, 

about  fix-and-thirty  years  of  age,  a woman  of  a 
delicate  frame  and  lax  fibres,  in  the  fourth  month 
of  her  pregnancy,  after  having  for  fome  time  be- 
fore been  troubled  with  a cough,  pains  in  the 
back  and  loins,  flatulence,  and  rigors,  was  fud- 
denly  feized  with  an  hamoptoc . Ihe  blood  which 
was  thrown  up  was  pure  and  florid,  and  dif- 
charged  without  any  violent  efforts.  J^itrous  and 
abf orient  medicines  were  given  her  for  fome  time, 
as  well  as  elixir  of  vitriol , in  proper  dofes  : ano- 
dynes were  adminiflered  at  bed-time,  and  due  regard 
paid  to  the  non-naturals  : but  all  to  little  or  no 
effect  ; for  the  hamoptoe  remitted  and  recurred  re- 
gularly ; and,  for  the  lafl  five  weeks  preceding  her 

delivery,  fhe  never,  upon  an  average,  fpit  up 

lei* 
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lefs  than  two  pounds  weekly.  * On  the  15th  of 
January,  1779,  ^ie  had  fymptoms  of  labour; 
and  being  applied  to,  I found  the  right  hand  low 
down  in  the  vagina,  but  not  as  yet  protruding 
through  it : the  membranes  had  broke,  the  night 
before.  Having  placed  the  woman  in  a conveni- 
ent fituation,  I palled  my  hand  (well  lubricated) 
up  the  vagina , returned  the  arm,  and  went  in 
fearch  of  the  feet  ; and,  having  found  them 
without  much  difficulty,  proceeded  to  accom- 
pliffi  the  delivery  as  is  ufual  in  prseternatural 
cafes.  Confidering  the  low  and  reduced  flate  of 
the  patient,  fhe  underwent  the  operation  much 
better  than  could  have  been  expelled;  and,  till 
the  fixth  day,  was  entirely  free  from  the  hcemoptoc . 
The  lochia  flowed  in  a proper  manner  ; and  not- 
withflanding  (lie  was  low  and  weak,  her  relations 
began  to  entertain  fome  hopes  of  her  recovery. 
But,  at  the  above-mentioned  period,  the  difcharge 
from  the  lungs  returned  in  a greater  degree  than 
ever ; the  lochia  entirely  ceafed  ; a fever,  deliri- 
um, and  diarrhoea  fupervened  ; and  the  poor 
woman  died  in  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day 
Vol.  II*  K k after 
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after  her  delivery.  The  child  at  firft  appeared 
flronger  than  might  have  been  expefled,  but  gra- 
dually wafted  away,  and  in  the  end  died  tabid. 
—It  is  a very  juft  obfervation  of  Dr.  Leake’s, 
that  delicate  women,  who  have  lax  fibres,  of  all 
others,  fuftain  the  lofs  of  blood  with  mod  dan- 
ger, being  extremely  apt  to  faint,  and  are  fubjeeft 
to  a violent  head-ach  ; fo  that  uncommon 
attention  fhould  be  paid  to  their  fafetv.  In 
fuch  habits,  efpecially  after  delivery,  and  in 
cafes  of  extreme  weaknefs,  he  advifes  hartfhorn 
jellies,  with  Rhenifh  wine,  and  thofe  things 
which  give  nourishment  to  the  body,  and  con- 
fidence to  the  blood  ; and  recommends  an  infu- 
fion  of  the  cortex  with  cinnamon,  in  French  cla- 
u.t,  and  the  addition  of  a little  fine  Sugar,  as  a 
grateful  and  generous  cordial,  without  heating 
the  bodv, 

j 
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CASE  CLIII. 

o . 

N the  5th  of  October,  1779,  ^ was  fen* 

for  to  E B of  A—,  a few  miles  from 

lienee,  who  for  feveral  days  and  nights  had  been 
in  labour,  and  was  attended  by  a midwife. 
The  membranes  broke  the  day  before  ; and  by 
the  flrength  of  the  labour-pains,  and  long  com- 
prefhon  of  the  head  in  the  pelvis , it  was  fqueezed 
into  a longifh  form,  with  a large  tumour  on  the 
vertex . The  head  having  been  long  in  an  advanced 
ftate^nd  the  labour-pains  hill  very  good,  it  became 
nccelfary  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  which  impeded 
the  birth.  I obferved  the  face  of  the  patient  to 
be  very  livid,  and  fo  much  fwelled,  that  it  was 
almofl  impoflible  to  difeern  one  fingle  feature 
diflinflly  : which,  upon  examining,  was  found 
to  proceed  from  a black  riband  which  fhe  wore 

K k 2 round 


[ 4»4  ] 

round  her  neck,  that  had  been  forgotten  to  be 
taken  off,  and  which  was  now  inflantly  removed. 
She  had  had  no  flool,  nor  had  fhe  made  a drop 
of  water,  for  the  laft  three  days  ; upon  which  I 
ordered  a clyfler  of  milk,  oil,  and  coarfe  fugar, 
to  be  inje£led,  which  brought  away  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  indurated  faces  ; and,  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty in  its  introduction,  I drew  away,  with  the 
catheter , near  two  quarts  of  water.  I now  fuf- 
fered  the  labour  to  go  on  ; and  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion,  in  lefs  than  two  hours  after  thefe  opera- 
tions, to  find  the  natural  efforts  fufheient  to  ef- 
fect the  delivery  in  a fafe  manner,  and  without 
any  injury  to  the  perinaum . From  the  compref- 

fion  w’hich  the  head  had  fo  long  undergone,  the 

^ \ 

child  was  much  convulfed  ; and  notwithflanding 
I allowed  the  navel-firing  to  bleed  a large  cup- 
full,  made  a revulfion  as  foon  as  poffible  with  a 
purgative  clyfler,  and  applied  an  emollient  poul- 
tice to  the  head,  the  poor  infant  was  carried  off 
by  convuifions  in  lefs  than  two  hours  after  it  was 
born. — Lamotte,  Obf.  ccxlv.  gives  us  the  Cafe 
ot  a woman,  who  had  been  in  labour  two  days 

and 
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and  two  nights  : the  waters  were  gone  off,  and 
the  child  had  prefented  with  the  vertex  for  twen- 
ty-four hours,  without  having  either  advanced 
or  retired.  He  tried  to  empty  the  bladder  with 
the  catheter,  or  by  puffing  back  the  head,  but 
could  do  neither  1 he  tried  then  to  give  her  a 
clyfter,  but  in  vain  ; and  he  was  at  length,  reluc- 
tantly, obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  crotchet ; 
with  which  he  delivered  her.  and  flie  did  very 
well  afterwards — The  woman,  whofe  cafe  is 
ibo\e  recited,  has  had  another  child  lince,  which 
ame  in  a preternatural  direffion — one  foot  only 
aving  fallen  down  into  the  vagina — by  which 
lie  practitioner  who  attended  her,  gently  pulled 
-the  breech  was  forced  down  by  the  affdlance  of 

itural  pains— and  no  further  trouble  attended 
e delivery. 
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CASES  CLIV.  and  CLV. 

communicated 
IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

August  zi}  1774. 

‘•DEAR  SIR, 

“ In  ihe  two  following  Cafes,  Ifhould 
••  efleem  it  a fingular  aft  of  kindnefs  to  be  fa- 
“ voured  with  your  opinion.-— .The  Wife  of  a 
44  Trade  I man  in  this  neighbourhood  had  been 
4‘  delivered  of  one  child,  by  a midwife,  about  two 
44  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May  laft, 

41  who  not  finding  he  placenta  come  away  as  uluai, 

11  had  palled  her  hand  up,  and  found  the  face  of 
44  a fecond  child  prefenting  at  the  brim  of  the  pcl- 

44  which  eircumftance  (he  very  inconfide-^  I 

44  rately 
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" rate!y  told  the  mother,  whofe pains  were  obferved 
to  flacken  fiom  that  very  inflant : her  fpirits  were 


depreffed  ; and,  under  much  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  flic  dcfired  that  I might  be  confulted  j 
a requifidon  which  the  midwife  flrenuoufly 
“ oppofed ; averring,  that  there  was  not  the  lead 
“ manner  of  occafion  for  more  help,  and  that  a 
little  time  and  patience  would  bring  every  thing 
“ fafe  and  right.  But  though  file  had  prefcribed 
“ patience,  it  did  not  feem  a rule  which  £he  herfelf 
" Paid  much  "g^d  to  ; for  Ore  kept  on  teazing  the 
“ woman  with  fruitlefs  and  unneceffary  examina- 
tions, frequently  altering  her  pofition,  and 
“ making  ufe  of  every  artifice  fire  was  miflrefs 
“ of  (but  all  to  no  effe£i)  till  four  o’clock  the 
“ next  morning  ; when  the  patient  being  entirely 
weaned  out,  the  attendants  frightened,  and  a 
“ flooding  coming  on,  it  was  concluded  I fhould 

“ Recalled  in;  when  I found  the  patient  under  much 

“anxiety  of  mind,  hot,  refllefs,  and  flooding: 
“the  face  prefented  low  down  in  the  pelvis,  with 
“ the  chln  t0  tlle  Jacrum , the  bregma  to  the  pubes, 


“ the  pains  entirely  gone,  the 

Kk  4 


waters  evacuated, 
“ and 
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il  and  the  uterus  contra&ed.  The  woman  told 
“ me,  (lie  had  felt  the  child  juft  before  I 
44  came,  and  much  wiffied  to  know  if  I 
“ could  deliver  her  ? to  which  I replied  in  the 
11  affirmative  ; and  added,  that,  the  fooner  it  was 
44  done,  the  more  chance  would  be  given  to  the 
“ child.  She  mod  obligingly  acceded  to  my 
opinion  ; but  the  midwife  interfered,  proteft- 
44  ing  that,  if  any  force  was  to  be  ufed,  fhe 
44  would  leave  the  houfe,  and  not  be  acceffary  to 
44  her  death.  As  we  could  very  well  difpenfe 
44  with  her  company,  I begged  fhe  would  put  her 
44  threats  into  execution  ; which  {he  very  abruptly 
44  did,  and  left  me  to  proceed  as  I thought  pro- 
44  per.  The  pofition  of  the  head  being  afeer- 
44  tained,  I had  the  patient  placed  on  her  back, 
44  with  her  breech  over  the  fide  of  the  bed  ; and 
44  then,  with  fome  difficulty,  applied  the  ffiort 
44  forceps  along  the  ears,  pufhed  up  the  head, 
44  turned  the  chin  from  the  facrum  to  the  left 
44  ilium , gradually  brought  it  out  from  under  the 
“ arch  of  the  pubes , and  in  a ffiort  time  del i- 

•*  veted  it:  the  body  eafily  followed  ; and,  in  a 

44  few 


# 
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i*  few  minutes  afterwards,  the  placenta,  united 
44  in  one  cake,  with  two  firings,  were  excluded. 
44  The  lips,  tongue,  and  nofe  of  the  child  were 
44  much  fwelled  and  inflamed,  from  the  injudi- 
“ cious  fingering  of  the  midwife  : there  were  not 
44  the  leaft  marks  of  the  forceps  to  be  perceived ; 
44  and  the  child,  which  was  much  larger  than  the 
44  firft,  lived  only  three  hours  : the  woman, 
44  though  naturally  not  of  the  moft  robufl  confti- 

44  tution,  recovered  in  a (hotter  time  than  ufual. 

0 

<<  — I think,  Sir,  that,  upon  the  firft  difcovery 
44  of  the  face,  there  could  have  been  no  impro- 

v 

44  priety  in  turning  the  child,  and  bringing  it 
44  away  by  its  feet,  efpecially  as  it  was  not  far 
44  advanced  in  the  pelvis  ; and  this,  moft  proba- 
14  bly,  would  have  been  the  means  of  faving  its 
44  life.  The  midwife  acknowledged,  that  fhe 
44  broke  the  membranes  of  the  fecond  child,  to 
44  difeover  its  fituation. — The  nextCafe  is  briefly 
44  as  follows:  A young  Gentlewoman,  in  the  fe- 
44  venth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  from  a fright 
44  which  fhe  received  on  the  6th  of  June,  was 
44  feized  with  useafinefs  in  the  back  and  belly, 

bearings 
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bearing-down  pains,  with  irregular  intermif- 

“ fi°nS’  and  flo°ding.  It  was  at  a very  danger- 
“ OUS  period ; and  being  lent  for,  finding  the 

“ PuIfe  in  a ftate  [o  bear  it,  I took  away  a few 
“ ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  advifed  an  ho- 

“ montaI  pofition  of  the  body,  and  exhibited  an 
“ aftrinSent  mixture,  with  Jyrupus  e meconio.  By 
“ this  means  the  flooding  feemed  much  abated, 
“ and,  for  the  prefent,  I left  her.  Upon  vifit- 
“ lnS  m the  evening,  I was  much  furprifed  to 
“ find  her  flruggling  with  convulfions,  foaming 
“ at  the  mouth,  and  infenfible ; but  the  flooding 
“ had  not  recurred  to  any  great  degree.  The  os 
“ tinea  was  widely  dilated  ; and,  after  waiting 

“ forne  time>  the  patient  became  fenfible,  and 
“ fpoke  but  in  a few  minutes  relapfed  ; and  the 
“ fl°odlrig  increafing  to  a dangerqus  degree,  I 
“ thought  no  time  fhould  be  loft.  Upon  exa- 
mining,  I lound  the  convulfions  had  afted  as 
“ lab°tir-pains  ; for  the  Janus,  included  in  the 
membranes,  now  protruded  out  from  be- 
" yond  dic  os  externum,  and,  being  fmall,  was 
eafilv  brought  along  and  delivered— but  fur- 


“ vived 
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« vived  only  a few  hours.  The  convulfions  re- 
“ turned  but  once  after  her  delivery.  She  con- 
“ tinued  weak  and  low  for  fome  time  • but,  by 
<l  (lengthening  food  and  proper  medicine,  flic  is 
**  now  as  well  as  moll  women  are  in  the  begin- 
“ ning  of  pregnancy,  which  is  her  prefent  hate, 

44  beyond  a doubt. 

“ I remain,  my  good  Friend,  &c.n 


THE  ANSWER. 

“DEAR  SIR, 

ci  In  regard  to  the  Cafes  which  you 
“ have  been  kind  enough  to  favour  me  with,  I 
“ think  you  have  a£led  in  them  both  with  fpirit 
14  and  judgment.  As  the  midwife  went  up  to 
44  fearch  for  the  prefentation,  and  found  the  face, 

41  the 
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4i  the  waters  not  gone,  it  would  have  been  but 
“ little  trouble  to  have  got  up  farther,  and  to 
**  have  feized  the  feet  ; and  if,  by  the  touch 
“ only,  the  child  was  found  high,  and  not  rea- 
tc  dily  coining  down — the  membranes  not  broke 
44  — no  particular  circumftance  attending  to  for- 
44  bid  the  turning— I can  fee  no  reafon,  why, 
44  according  to  the  general  rule,  the  feet  might 
“ not  have  been  fearched  for,  and  brought  down. 
44  When  the  pains  are  ftrong  and  regular,  and 
44  the  child  coming  down  as  fad  as  poffible, 
14  face  or  vertex  prefenting,  the  delivery  fhould 
44  be  fubmitted  to  Nature.— have  obferved, 
44  there  are  two  forts  of  fits,  which  fometimes 
“ attend  women  in  labour,  which  are,  nervous 
44  and  h)Jleric ; neither  of  which  are  fo  dan- 
“ gerous  as  convulfive  fits — efpecially  whilft  the 
44  os  tincee  remains  in  an  undilated  flate — which 
14  continuing  long,  and  if  the  patient  grows 
41  fliff,  and  foams  at  the  mouth,  there  feems  no 
44  other  remedy,  than  removing  the  immediate 
caufe  by  delivery.—— When  fits  come  on, 

44  and 
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and  the  head  of  the  child  flicks  in  the  pelvis, 
delivery  muft  be  expedited  by  the  forceps  ; 
or,  if  immediate  danger  urges,  it  muft  be 
reduced  by  the  feiflars. 


“ Yours,  See.” 


CASE 
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CASE  CLVI. 

COMMUNICATED 
IN  A LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

November  29,  1774. 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

“ In  the  evening  of  the  2 1 (l  inflant, 

% 

44  I was  called  in  great  hafle  to  attend  Mrs.  C — k, 

“ of  E — P five  miles  from  hence.  She 

44  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  of  an  external 
14  form  and  make  apparently  not  the  bed  adapted 
44  for  a well-formed  pelvis , and  in  labour  with 
44  her  firfl  child.  A midwife,  who  had  been  in 
44  waiting  the  two  preceding  days  and  nights, 
44  acquainted  me,  that  every  thing  was  right, 
44  but  that  the  head  had  not  advanced  at  all  ; 

“ that 
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“*  tbat  die  waters  were  difcharged,  a pain  or  two 
“ after  fhe  firfl  came  to  her ; and  that  the  mouth 
“ of  the  womb  had  been  very  clofe  fhut  for  fome 
“ time>  but  was  now  fufficiently  open  ; that  the 

“ Palns  had  becn  very  Prong,  and  dill  continued 
fo;  tnat  the  child  had,  at  times,  befouled  it- 
fclf;  and  that  it  fhould,  in  her  opinion,  be 
" turned  and  delivered — but  that  Hie  fubmitted 
to  me.*  The  womans  flrength  was  pretty 
“ good,  and  fhe  fpoke  cheerfully  ; but  told  me, 
flie  had  not  felt  the  child  for  fome  hours.  I 
comforted  her  with  the  bed  affurances  in  my 
power ; and,  upon  examination,  found  the 
head  of  the  child  prefhng  down  into  the  pelvis 
“ in  a conical  form  : the  parietal  bouts  were 
fqueezed  together,  and  felt  to  the  touch  like  a 
11  ridge  ; and,  upon  more  minute  enquiry,  I 
“ could  plainly  difeover  a proje&ion  of  the  turn- 
“ bar  vertebra  over  t he  facrum,  fo  as  to  conflitute 
“ a degree  of  diftortion  beyond  a probability  of 
4<  fuccefs  in  turning  to  deliver  by  the  feet.  That 
the  child  was  dead,  there  was  not  the  lead 
“ doubt,  there  was  fuch  a f attar  ariGng  from  the 


uterus , 
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“ uterus  ; beAdeS',  the  fcalp  and  hair  flipped  away 

“ from  my  finger.  In  this  trying  jun&ure,  as 

lt  much  as  poflible  I concealed  the  agitation  and 

“ folicitude  of  my  own  mind  ; and  privately  ac- 

“ quainting  the  hufband  and  relations  of  the  pa- 

“ tient  with  the  dangerous  fltuation  of  things, 

“ defired  fome  other  pra&itioner  might  be  called 

“ in.  But  this  being  rejected,  I found  myfelf 

«4  under  the  difagreeable  neceflity  of  managing 

“ the  cafe  by  myfelf.  I waited  patiently  for  fix 

“ hours,  that  the  force  of  the  pains  might  bring 

“ down  as  much  more*of  the  head  as  the  nar- 

“ rownefs  of  the  parts  would  admit:  but  after 

4<  waiting  this  time,  and  finding  the  head  fliil 

44  in  the  fame  pofition  and  direction,  the  foft 

parts  being  completely  dilated,  and  that  the 

“ woman  had  not  made  any  water  finceher  labour 

(i  commenced  j I introduced  the  catheter,  and 

“ drew  off  a great  quantity  of  urine  ; then  placed 

« the  patient  as  in  the  application  of  the  forceps, 

44  and  cautioufly  introduced  the  long  fcifTars  into 

*4  the  vagina,  made  a free  opening  in  the  cranium , 

44  and,  by  means  of  the.  blunt  hook,  evacuated 

44  the 
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44  the  brain.  As  the  woman’s  life  was  in  no  im- 
“ mediate  danger,  and  the  pains  tolerably  flrong, 
4*  I now  allowed  her  to  red,  in  hopes  that  the 
“ bones  would  collapfe,  and  the  pelvis  prove  not 
“ fo  much  diftorted  as  to  prevent  the  protrufion 
“ of  the  head  by  the  force  of  the  natural  pains  : 
44  but  not  finding  this  the  cafe,  after  waiting  two 
4C  hours  longer,  I had  recouife  to  the  blunt  hook, 
“ which  I introduced  with  two  fingers,  and  en- 
“ deavoured  to  make  an  extraction  : my  utmoft 
44  attempts,  however,  proving  fruitlefs,  the  crotchet 
44  became  my  dernier  rejfort.  Having  with  fome 
44  difficulty  applied  a blade  of  that  inflrument, 
44  and  got  firm  hold  behind  one  ear,  I exerted  all 
4‘  my  ftrength,  but  could  not  make  the  extrac- 
4‘  tion  ; upon  which,  I applied  the  other  blade, 
4‘  brought  the  handles  together,  fecured  them, 
41  and,  by  gently  moving  from  blade  to  blade, 
“ after  fome  time  extracted  the  head  ; but,  in  the 
44  delivery  of  the  fhoulders,  was  obliged  to  ufe  the 
“ blunt  hook,  which  I founu  attended  with  inex- 
“ preffible  difficulty  and  trouble.  What  with 
the  extremity  of  the  cafe,  and  the  uncommon 
Vol.  If.  LI  “ feve„ 
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“ rity  of  the  weather,  my  fatigue  and  indifpofition 
<£  were  fo  great,  that  now,  for  the  firff  time  fmee 
“ the  above  qccurrence,  I have  only  been  able 
“ to  ufe  my  hand  in  tranfmitting  you  the  above 
et  particulars. — I forgot  to  tell  you,  that  the  p!a- 
<£  ctnta  came  away  without  difficulty.  The  dif- 
Cl  charge  of  the  lochia  lias  been  in  proper  quan- 
“ titles.  On  the  third  day,  her  milk  began  to 
“ come,  and  file  lias  remained  entirely  free  from 
“ pain,  but  is  troubled  with  fuch  an  inconti- 
“ nence  of  urine,  that  fhe  feldom  retains  anv 

J 

“ longer  than  two  hours.  This  complaint,  how- 
“ ever,  I hope,  will  not  prove  very  dangerous, 

“ and  that  in  time  the  parts  will  recover  their 
“ former  tone.  Perhaps  it  might  arife  from  the 
“ long-continued  preffure  of  the  head  upon  the 
“ Jp hinder  vefica : if  not,  to  what  other  caufe 
“ can  it  be  imputed?  1 am  very  defrous  of  your 
c£  opinion  in  this  matter,  and  am,  with  much 
“ efleem, 

-Your’s,  See/'  I 


THE 
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THE  ANSWER. 

“DEAR  SIR, 

“ JLjET  me  beg  of  you,  the  firfl 
u narrow  pelvis  you  have,  when  ihe  head  mufl  be 
“ diminifhed,  to  try  the  extraction  with  one 
44  crotchet  in  the  os  petrofum  ; i.  c.  within  the 
44  fcull,  and  guard  it  with  the  hand  on  the  out- 
44  fide,  and  let  me  have  your  opinion  of  the  me- 
“ thod.  Be  pleafed  alfo  to  try  with  the  forceps 
4i  before  you  attempt  the  crotchety  as  that  fhould 
41  always  be  the  lafl  refource,  and  never  ufed,  if 
“ poflible,  to  dehroy  the  child,  till  there  are 
41  evident  figns  of  its  being  dead,  as  in  the  Cafe 
“ you  have  related.  You  was  right  in  acquaint- 
44  ing  yourfelf  with  the  width  of  the  pelvis,  and 
44  every  neceffary,  before  you  undertook  the  ope- 
44  ration  ; and  I cannot  but  applaud  your  con- 
“ duel  and  deliberate  behaviour  upon  this  occa- 

L 1 2 44  fion, 
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“ (ion,  which  gave  me  great  fatisfa&ion. — It  is 
“ common,  in  laborious  Cafes,  to  have  an  ob- 
“ flrudion  of  urine,  &c.  the  fir  ft  four  days  ; 
“ which  if  not  relieved  in  time  with  the  catheter, 
4‘  the  urethra  mortifies,  and  there  is  a JiJtula  fome- 
**  times  during  life. — In  the  other  Cafe,  of  re- 
•*  laxation  from  the  preflure  of  the  head,  the  re- 
**  covery  is  flew,  and  often  uncertain.  Regulate 
•*  the  non-naturals,  recover  your  patient  from  her 

“ lying-in,  and  then  put  her  upon  fuch  methods 

( 

“ as  will  corroborate  her  fyftem.  To  hear  from 
“ you  at  all  times,  will  oblige 

“ Yours,  &c.” 


\ 
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CASE  CLVII. 


M 


S } a married  woman,  aged  forty, 


of  an  hyfterical  habit  and  low  flature,  was  at- 
tended by  a midwife,  in  her  fir fl  labour,  on  the 
27th  of  January,  1772.  She  had  been  with 
her  all  the  foregoing  night,  through  the  whole 
of  which  the  pains  had  been  but  final  1 and  re- 
mote, but  towards  the  morning  increafed,  and 
became  lironger  ; and  about  ten  o’clock  the  mem- 
branes broke,  and  a large  quantity  of  water  was 
difeharged  ; and  all  on  a hidden,  without  any 
obvious  caufe,  the  patient  was  attacked  with  a 
convulfive  fit,  from  which  fhe  foon  recovered — 
but  rclapfed  again,  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and 
became  totally  ftupid  ; in  which  hate  I found 
her,  about  one  o’clock  on  the  fame  day.  I exa- 


mined 
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mined,  and  found  die  os  tinea  pretty  well  dilated  ; 
but  eafily  perceived  there  was  a wrong  prelent- 
ation  of  the  foetus  ; and  that  it  was  its  back  which 
offered,  1 was  convinced  by  the  fharp  ridge  of 
the  fpine,  which  ran  from  fide  to  fide.  As  her 
pulfe  was  full  and  quick,  I immediately  took 
away  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  her  arm,  and 
preferibed  an  emollient  clyder  to  be  given  with 
all  expedition ; for  it  was  impodible  to  admini- 
fler  antifbafmodics  by  the  mouth,  as  fhe  was 
not  able  to  fwallow.  The  clyfler  procured  her 
a plentiful  palfage  ; but  flill  for  fome  time 
flie  continued  in  a comatofe  (late,  and  the 
return  of  the  convulfions  acled  as  the  la- 
bour pains.  Therefore,  between  the  fpafms, 
I introduced  my  hand  well  lubricated,  pufhed 
up  the  prefenting  part,  and,  palling  my  hand  in 
its  flatted  fhape  over  the  cofit v.  without  much 
difficulty  brought  down  the  feet,  and  delivered 
the  child  as  is  ufual  in  preternatural  prefenta- 
tions.  Soon  after  the  delivery,  the  placenta 
came  eafily  along,  and  I was  now  in  great 
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hopes  that  the  convulfions  would  abate — but 
unhappily  experienced  the  contrary  ; for 
they  became  more  defperate  than  ever,  and 
carried  her  oh  in  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour 
after  her  delivery. 


L I 4 CASE 
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CASE  CLVIII. 


M 


— H , a woman  of  the  fanguineous 

temperament  and  an  irritable  fyftem,  after  fitting 

i 

up  a whole  night  to  dance,  and  being  far  ad- 
vanced in  her  fir fl  pregnancy,  was  fuddenly  taken 
with  convulfions , and  fell  into  labour.  I was 
immediately  feqt  for  ; and  after  taking  away 
fome  blood,  and  ordering  an  emollient  clyfler, 
which  had  the  defired  efFe&,  examined,  and 
found  the  os  uteri  widely  dilated,  the  membranes 
unbroke,  and  fome  part  prefenting,  which  I 
could  not  then  exactly  afeertain  ; but  was  cer- 
tain the  prefentation  was  not  natural.  I gave 
her  an  opiate  to  allay  the  pains,  which,  upon 
every  recurrence,  brought  on,  the  convulfions . 
The  difeafe  increafed  rapidly  ; and  a flooding 
corning  on,  I judged  that  the  patient's  fafety  en- 
tirely 
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tirely  confided  in  immediate  delivery  ; and 
having  ruptured  the  membranes*  found  that  the 
child  prefentcd  with  its  fide,  as  I could  eafily 
difcover  the  ribs.  I immediately  fet  about  the 
delivery  ; and  having,  without  much  difficulty, 
brought  down  the  feet,  effected  the  birth. 
The  woman  had  no  more  fits  after  the  deli- 
very of  the  child,  and  did  well  in  the  ufual 
time.  She  has  fince  borne  three  children,  and, 
in  labour  of  the  laft,  was  attacked  wdtli  convul- 
fions.  A Gentleman  of  eminence  in  the  profef- 
fion  was  fent  for,  and  found  it  neceflary  to  deliver 
the  head,  which  (luck  in  the  pelvis , by  the  ufe  of 
the  forceps.  The  child  wras  fldl-born  ; but  the 
woman  had  no  more  fits  after  the  delivery,  and 
recovered  without  any  extraordinary  difficulty. 


CASE 
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CASE  CLIX. 

O N January  the  2ti,  1780,  I was  defired  to 
vifit  Ann  Phinnis,  a pauper,  belonging  to  the 
parifh  of  East  Malling,  who  had  been  in  la- 
bour three  clays  and  nights,  and  was  attended  by 
two  midwives.  Soon  after  the  waters  came 
away,  fhe  was  attacked  with  flrong  convulfions, 
which  had  for  many  hours  before  gone  off, 
and  returned  upon  the  remilfion  of  a labour 
pain.  ] found  the  cafe  highly  dangerous 
and  defperate  ; and  the  head  being  very 
low  down  in  the  pelvis,  with  the  ears  to  the  ifchia 
and  the  lace  to  the  coccyx , and  the  patient  being 
already  on  her  fide,  I did  not  alter  the  pofition-- 
but,  without  much  difficulty , introduced  one 
blade  of  the  forceps,  with  which  I was  in  hopes 
to  have  fucceeded,  without  the  introduction  of 

the 
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the  Other  : but  finding  this  not  practicable, 
I introduced  the  fecond,  united  their  handles  by 
ligature,  and  effected  the  delivery  in  a fhort  time. 
The  child  was  alive,  and  the  mother  had  but  one 
fit  after  the  delivery — but  was  comatoieand  flu  pi  d 
for  feveral  days  before  fhe  recovered  the  free  ufe 
of  her  fenfes,  and  then  recollected  nothing  of 
her  labour  or  delivery. 


CASE 
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CASE  CLX. 

\/r 

1?  1.  R S.  F , of  a full  habit,  and  liable  to 

inflammatory  complaints,  being  in  the  lafl  month 
ol  geffation,  on  the  2 id  of  September,  17 Si, 
was  very  fuddenly  attacked  with  convuljions.  I 
was  called  to  her,  and  found  the  convulfive  fpafm 
very  violent.  She  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  her 
whole  face  and  body  were  diflorted.  As  it  was  a 
period  of  pregnancy  replete  with  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger, I examined  her,  but  could  find  not  the  leaf! 
dilatation  of  the  os  tinea , nor  was  there  any  pref- 
lure  from  above  to  be  difeovered  by  the  finger.  I 
opened  a vein  in  the  arm,  and  took  away  near 
twenty  ounces  of  blood,  then  preferibed  a laxa- 
tive clyfier,  which  had  the  defired  eflfed  ; and  {lie 
loon  after  came  out  of  the  fit,  and  recovered  her 
fenfes.  I ordered  her  to  be  kept  cool  and  quiet, 

« and 
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and  dircdled  tiie  diet  to  be  light,  and  eafy  of  di* 
geflion,  which  was  duly  obferved ; the  next 
day  fymptoms  of  labour  came  on,  the  membianes 
broke,  and  fhe  was  delivered,  without  any  extra- 
ordinary affiflance,  of  a child  (which  feemed  to 
have  been  dead  but  a few  hours)  whofe  arms, 
when  born,  were  flretched  out  in  form  of  a crofs, 
with  the  head  bent  downwards,  and  one  entire 
anchylofis  of  the  joints  of  the  elbows  ; a circum- 
fiance  that  never  occurred  to  me  before,  and 
which,  I prefume,  was  owing  to  fome  particular 
compreffion  in  the  uterus  ; and  moft  probably 
this  peculiar  conformation  of  the  arms  miMit 
from  irritation,  occafion  the  fpafmodic  affe&ions 
which  preceded  the  delivery. For  the  follow- 

ing Cafe  we  are  obliged  to  the  ingenious  Dr. 
Denham: — February  the  22d,  1766,  he  was 
caked  to  Mrs.  A ■■■■■  , who,  alter  complaining 

flightly  of  pain  and  giddinefs  in  her  head,  was 
feized  with  flrong  convuljions,  which  returned 

* 

every  ten  or  twelve  minutes.  In  the  interval,  fhe 
fell  into  a profound  deep.  She  was  a very  little 
woman,  much  deformed,  at  the  full  time  of  par- 
turition, 
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turition,and  liad  been  bled  twice  in  tlie  preceding 
month  for  a bad  cough.  No  figns  of  labour  pre- 
ceded the  fits,  which  refembled  the  epilepfy  in  the 
violent  a£iion  of  the  mufcles,  working  of  the 
lower  jaw,  and  the  foaming  at  the  mouth.  The 
fir  ft  attack  was  about  twelve  o’clock.  Twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away,  and  foon  after 
a large  dofe  of  laudanum  was  given.  From  the 
flate  of  the  os  internum , he  perceived  not  the  lead 
fign  of  approaching  labour.  The  convulfions 
were  equal  in  point  of  flrcngth,  but  more  fre- 
quent in  their  returns,  At  feven  in  the  evening, 
bleeding  and  the  opiate  were  repeated.  At  ele- 
ven, the  os  internum  was  thinner,  but  not  at  all 
opened.  At  one  o’clock,  (he  fhewed  evident 
figns  of  being  in  pain  ; and  the  os  internum  was 
dilated] to  the  fize  of  a (hilling,  and  very  thin. 
At  three,  the  dilatation  was  much  increafed,  and 
the  head  of  the  foetus  began  to  defeend  into  the 
pelvis . At  four,  the  os  internum  was  fully  open- 
ed, and  the  head  advanced  very  fad.  There  was 
no  colle&ion  of  water.  The  external  parts  were 
much  relaxed  ; the.  convulfions  returned  very 
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quick,  and  aided  as  pains.  At  five  o’clock,  the 
head  lay  upon  the  pcrinceum  ; and  he  waited  half 
an  hour,  in  expectation  of  the  delivery  being 
fin iflicd  ; when  apprehending  die  would  die 
every  inflant,  he  applied  the  forceps,  and  deli- 
vered her  with  the  greated  cafe,  and  without  her 
knowledge.  The  child  had  been  dead  about  two 
hours.  The  longed  interval  between  the  fits  was 
after  the  lad  bleeding,  when  the  os  internum  began 
to  dilate.  He  gently  abided  between  every  fit ; 
but  being  convinced  that  this  endeavour  brought 
on,  continued,  or  increafcd  the  convulfions,  he 
defided,  and  left  the  work  to  Nature.  In  the  in- 
terval between  the  fits,  there  was  neither  that 
kind  of  look  in  the  checks,  or  that  particular 
pulfe,  which  indicates  an  extravafation  of  blood 
in  the  brain.  She  lay  about  twenty  minutes  after 
the  delivery  in  the  fame  infenfible  date,  when  flic 
fell  into  a d long  convulfiotu  He  found  the  pla- 
centa leparated,  and  it  was  brought  away  without' 
violence.  A moderate  difcharge  followed.  The 
opiate  was  repeated,  and  ten  grains  of  mufk  was 
diieded  to  be  given  every  hour,  for  fix  times. 

She 
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She  had  four  drong  fits  within  three  hours  after 
her  delivery,  which  probably  were  occafioned  by 
theexpulfion  of  the  difcharges.  In  the  evening, 
file  lay  as  if  in  a profound  fleep,  except  when 

urged  to  take  fome  nourifhment  ; immediately 

\ 

after  which,  file  fell  into  the  fame  date.  24th. 
flie  (hewed  fome  figns  of  being  fenfible,  but  could 
not  fpeak.  The  lochia  were  fetid,  ferous,  and  in 
final i quantity.  25th,  (lie  had  lain  quiet  all 

> 1 

night,  and  continued  to  doze  great  part  of  the 
day  ; bat  in  the  evening  (lie  grew  redlefs.  The 
hypogajlric  region  was  puffed  up,  and  the  lochia 
were  in  very  fmall  quantity.  An  opiate  was 
given.  26th,  (lie  had  intervals  of  red  and  un- 
eafinefs  all  night,  with  catchings  of  the  mouth» 
and  drong  twitchings  of  the  hands  and  legs. 
The  abdomen  was  very  much  fwelled,  and  the 
lochia  as  before.  She  had  never  fpoke,  but  now 
flie  wed  marks  of  being  in  great  pain.  The  ab~ 
domen  was  well  fomented,  and  then  embrocated 
with  anodyne  baifam  : a draught  with  conjefl, 
Darnoc . was  given  every  four  hours  ; cataplafms 
applied  to  the  feet,  and  clyders  injetded. 

In 


wcie 


' [ 5*3  J 

In  the  evening  fhe  was  more  compofed.  27th, 
he  found  her  quite  delirious,  catching  at,  and 
repeating,  any  words  fpoken  by  the  people  about 
her.  Her  eyes  were  remarkably  bright  and 
flaring  ; her  pulfe  was  low  and  fluttering  ; fhe 
took  her  nourifhment  with  great  avidity.  The 
abdomen  was  fubfided,  and  Hie  did  not  feem  in 
pain.  She  continued  in  this  manner  till  morn- 
ing, when  the  convulfions  returned,  in  one  of 

which  (lie  died. The  following  Cafe,  which 

happened  at  a lying-in  houfe  in  Town,  the  Doc- 
tor was  favoured  with  by  a Gentleman  who  at- 
tended. A woman  of  nineteen  years  of  age, 
of  a plethoric,  flrong  habit,  went  to  the  full 
time  of  parturition  without  any  particular  com- 
plaint. December  13,  1765*  fhe  was  feized 
with  pain  and  giddinefs  in  her  head,  which  con- 
tinued till  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 

1 

flie  fell  into  a flrong  convulfion,  which  lafled 
near  an  hour.  At  feven  o’clock  the  Gentleman 
faw  her  ; and  from  that  time  to  her  delivery  the 
convulfions  returned  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 
She  flruggled  very  much  in  them,  and  foamed  at 
Vol.  II.  M m the 
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the  mouth.  Each  fit  continued  about  two  mi- 
nutes. She  fighed  very  much,  and  feemed  fen- 
fible  during  the  interval,  but  could  not  fpeak. 
She  could  fwallow  any  thin  liquid  which  was 
given  her.  She  was  bled  largely,  and  took 
thirty  drops  of  tintt.  Theb . At  eight  o’clock  the 
membranes  broke.  The  os  tinea  was  dilated  to 
the  fize  of  a [hilling,  but  felt  very  rigid.  At 
twelve,  the  head  was  beginning  to  defeend  into 
the  pelvis . The  opiate  was  repeated  in  a lefs  * 
quantity.  At  one,  the  dilatation  wras  equal  to  a 
crown-piece.  The  head  was  locked  in  the  pelvis . 
At  four,  the  dilatation  was  complete,  and  the 
head  fo  low,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  apply 
the  forceps.  She  was  delivered  of  a dead  child, 
and  without  her  knowledge.  The  convulfions 
returned  as  before,  till  the  placenta  came  away, 
when  they  left  her.  She  fell  into  a found  fleep 
foon  after,  and  in  about  twenty-four  hours  reco- 
vered her  fpcech,  and  could  recoiled  her  falling 
into  the  firft  fit.  She  continued  in  a better  wray 
than  could  have  been  expeded,  till  the  morning 
of  the  third  day  after  delivery  ; when  flic  had  a 


very 
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vciy  ftrong  fever,  with  fwelling  and  tendernefs  of 
the  hjpoga/lric  region,  and  died  in  the  evening 
of  the  fifth  day.— For  the  three  following 
Cafes  we  are  obliged  to  Dr.  Watts,  of  Battle: 

Mrs.  N , aged  about  thirty,  was  taken 

in  labour  o(  her  firff  child  about  fix  in  the  morn- 
ing,  the  water  coming  off  in  the  be2;innincr  of 
labour.  The  pains  were  flow  and  weak,  till 
about  fix  at  night ; at  which  time  they  grew  much 
ftrongcr,  and  the  acceffion  of  one  of  them  threw 
her  into  a convuljive  fit.  The  convulfions  re- 
curred with  every  pain,  and  in  the  intervals  (lie 
lay  fpeechlefs  and  infcnfible.  Thefe  fits  were  fo 
violent,  that  two  or  three  perfons  were  fcarcely 
able  to  hold  her.  About  twelve  o’clock,  a 
neighbouring  Surgeon  was  fent  for;  who  finding 
her  in  a very  dangerous  fituation,  difpatched  a 
mefienger  for  our  Author,  who  was  met  on  the 
road  by  her  hufband,  advifing  him  his  wife  was 
delivered,  and  likely  to  do  well ; upon  which  he 
returned — but  the  next  day  he  was  fent  for.  He 
arrived  at  the  houfe  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
thirty-fix  hours  after  the  delivery.  She  had  made 

^ 111  2 urine, 
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urine,  and  the  lochia  were  in  good  order ; but  flic 
was  infenfible,  and  quite  ignorant  of  every  thing 
that  had  palled.  Her  pulfes  were  full  and  fre- 
quent, her  {kin  very  hot ; and,  on  being  any 
way  diflurbed,  fhe  raved  a good  deal.  He  was 
informed  fhe  had  at  times  been  very  refllefs,  fo 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  they  kept  her  in 
bed  : but  at  this  time  fhe  lay  ftupid  and  fenfelefs, 
if  no  way  diflurbed.  As  the  brain  feemed  fo  re- 
markably affe&ed,  and  this,  as  he  imagined,  in 
confequence  of  the  former  convuljiom  and  violent 
labour,  he  concluded  the  chief  indication  of  cure 
confided  in  relieving  that  vijeus.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  he  not  only  ordered  her  to  be  kept  extremely 
quiet,  and  the  room  (which  was  remarkably 
light)  to  be  darkened  ; but  likewife  eight  ounces 
of  blood  to  be  immediately  drawn  from  the  arm, 

and  an  emollient  laxative  enema  to  be  injeded  ; 

% 

as  likewife,  if  die  did  not  mend,  the  v.  f.  to  be 
repeated.  She  took  fome  gentle  Judorific  pow- 
ders, compofed  of  lap.  contray . camph . & mlr . 
together  with  a refrigerating  nitrous  emulfion, 
which  the  Surgeon  had  brought  her.  The  Doc- 
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tor  was  afterwards  informed  by  a letter,  that  fhe 
became  better  after  the  firft  v.  f.  and  that  after 
the  fecond  (which  was  performed  the  next  morn- 
ing) fhe  evidently  continued  to  mend  till  flic  re- 
covered. The  child  was  born  dead. E.  W. 

a young  unmarried  woman,  aged  about  twenty- 
four,  was  found  by  her  mother  and  relations, 
when  they  returned  from  church,  on  Sunday  in 
the  morning,  in  violent  convulfwns . A meffen- 
ger  being  immediately  difpatched  to  a neighbour- 
ing Surgeon,  his  apprentice  came,  and  bled  her 
very  plentifully.  Soon  after  this,  a blifler  was 
applied  to  the  fhoulder,  and  an  enema  ordered  to 
be  inje&ed,  but  it  was  omitted.  About  five  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  our  Author  faw 
her;  at  which  time  file  was  under  the  mofl  vio- 
lent univerfal  convulfions  that  ever  he  faw,  fa 
that  feveral  perfons  could  fcarcely  keep  her  in 
bed.  The  mucus  was  difeharged  in  great  quan- 
tity from  the  nofhils  ; fhe  foamed  ; her  eyes  and 
mouth  were  terribly  diflorted  : a more  frightful 
objed  he  never  faw  in  his  life,  and  concluded 
fhe  could  live  but  a few  hours.  As  he  had  heard 

Mm3  that 
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that  a fufpicion  had  prevailed  among  the  neigh- 
bours, that  flie  was  with  child,  he  was  refolved 
to  fatisfy  himfclf  of  the  truth  of  it,  but  in  a way 
that  might  give  no  offence  to  the  relations.  For 
this  reafon,  he  Aid  his  hand  down  to  the  region 
between  the  umbilicus  and  Jcrobiculus  cordis , under 
pretence  of  feeling  how  the  ftomach  worked  : 
and  here  our  Author  candidly  confeffes  he 
had  well  nigh  been  led  into  a very  great 
miflake,  and  therefore  cautions  every  young 
Practitioner  of  midwifery  to  be  extremely  circum- 
fpect  in  every  cafe  that  gives  the  lead  room  for 

r 

fufpe&ed  pregnancy  (fincc  a fmall  miflake  of  this 
fort,  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  is  looked  on,  tho’ 
undefervedly,  as  an  infallible  fign  of  ignorance)  ; 
for  finding  this  part  in  no  wife  tumid,  and  not 
thinking,  jufl  that  moment,  that  poflibly  the  child 
might  be  delivered,  he  had  almoft  concluded  the 
world  had  belied  her.  However,  on  recollec- 
tion, he  pa{Tcd  Iiis  hand  below  the  umbilicus , and 
was  much  furprifed  when  he  found  the  uterus 
contracted  into  an  hard  round  lump.  This  me- 
lliod  of  feeling  for  the  contracted  uterus , he  tells 

us, 
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us,  he  had  always  pratftifed  (in  cafes  wherein  the 
fpeedy  defcent  of  the  placenta  rendered  the  intro- 
ducing his  hand  into  the  uterus  unneceflary),  in 
confequence  of  inftru<ftions  he  received  from 
Dr.  Smellie  ; and  therefore,  by  experience,  he 
knewr  (lie  had  been  very  lately  delivered  of  a 
child,  which  he  now  began  to  think  had  been 
made  off  writh.  He  therefore  acquainted  the  mo- 
ther with  his  thoughts  : but  file  pofitively  denied 
{lie  had  ever  been  with  child  ; adding  withal, 
4t  No  more  than  yourjelf  \ " However,  he  in- 

lifted  on  fearching ; and  accordingly,  on  exa- 
mining, found  a dead  child  altogether  delivered, 
the  feet  only  excepted,  and  lying  comprelfed  be- 
tween th t femora  ; which  having  difengaged,  and 
{hewn  to  the  by-ftanders,  he  extra<fted  the  pla- 
centa, and  the  violence  of  the  fits  confiderably 
abated  foon  after.  However,  fbe  continued  in  a 
ftupid,  fenfelefs  condition  till  theTuefday  morn- 
ing following,  when  {he  came  to  herfelf  fo  far  as 

\ 

to  be  able  to  fpeak  ; and  from  this  time  fhe  con- 
tinued to  mend,  till  fhe  totally  recovered.  The 
Do<ftor  mentions  this  Cafe,  he  fays,  in  order  to 

M m 4 flievy, 
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flicw,  that  bleeding  during  thcfe  kinds  of  labours 
may  be  fafely  adrniniftered  ; and  it  is  his  opinion, 
that,  had  not  the  patient  been  bleeded  to  an  ex- 
traordinary quantity,  the  extreme  violence  of  the 
convulfions , together  with  their  long  duration, 
mull  have  fo  far  deflroyed  the  fun&ions  of  the 

encephalon , as  to  have  inevitably  killed  her. 

A Gentlewoman  being  taken  in  labour  of  her 
firlt  child,  continued  lingering  for  about  forty- 
eight  hours,  when  a meffenger  was  fent  to  our 
Author.  When  he  came,  he  found  the  waters 
gone  off,  the  pains  flow  and  weak,  the  os  tincce 
low  down,  but  no  broader  than  a fhilling,  and 
the  head  prefenting  right.  As  fhe  had  got  little 
or  no  reft  the  two  preceding  nights,  he  gave  her 
an  opiate,  hoping  that,  after  (he  had  recruited 
her  (pints  by  fleep,  the  pains  would  become 
Wronger.  However,  flic  llept  but  little,  and  the 
pains  ftill  continued  weak,  till  about  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  fucceeding  day  ; when 
they  became  more  frequent  and  flrong,  fo  as  to 
give  him  hopes  ol  a pretty  fpeedy  delivery.  I he 
hufband,  who  was  a Surgeon,  being  very  uneafy 


at 
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at  her  continuing  fo  long  in  labour,  he  acquaint- 
ed him  with  the  caufes  of  it ; adding,  that  he 
apprehended  no  danger ; for  if  the  pains  would 
not  do,  he  was  fure  he  could  deliver  with  the 
forceps  ; but  that,  unluckily,  he  had  left  them 
at  home  ; and  would  have  lent  for  them  immedi- 
ately, but  was  flill  in  hopes  of  delivering  with 
his  hands  only.  The  pains  now  grew  nronger, 
and  the  head  advanced  fo  far,  that  the  fwelled 
integuments  of  the  occiput  almolt  appeared  be- 
tween the  labia  ; at  which  place  it  remained  for 
tlie  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  notwithftanding  the 
continuance  of  the  raoft  violent  pains  that  ever 
he  knew  any  woman  to  have  in  his  life.  He  had 
not  lent  for  his  forceps  before,  becaufe  he  had 
hoped  to  do  without  them  ; and  thought,  if  the 
head  cud  flick,  he  could  but  fend  for  them  at 
lafl  ; when,  juft  as  he  was  thinking  to  fend  for 
ti'.em,  the  patient  became  delirious,  and  fell  into 
convulfions.  He  was  twelve  miles  horn  home; 
the  patient  in  a diforder  which  required  fpeedy, 
or  rather  immediate,  delivery  ; his  hands  already 

fufticiently  cramped  ; and  no  forceps  could  be 

* 

procured 
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procured  for  fome  hours.  He,  however,  conti- 
nued his  endeavours  for  near  half  an  hour ; when 
he  got  up,  whilft  file  lay  quiet,  and  defired  to 
fpeak  with  her  hufband.  He  ordered  the  mid- 
wife to  fit  down,  and,  going  juft  without  the 
door,  defired  him  to  fend  for  the  forceps  of  a 
neighbouring  Surgeon.  He  was  under  the  great- 
eft  perturbation  at  this  unlucky  accident  of  con - 
vuljions , which  came  fo  unforefeen,  and  was  the 
only  probable  one  that  could  have  happened,  in 
this  cafe,  to  require  the  ufe  of  the  forceps  fooner 
than  he  could  get  them  from  home  ; for  fhe  was 
very  ftrong  and  hearty.  Walking  to  and  fro  in 
the  room,  vexed  at  himfelf  for  his  forgetfulnefs 
when  he  came  from  home,  and  meditating,  whe- 
ther or  no,  if  the  convulfions  continued,  and  {he 
grew  very  weak  before  the  meflengcr  returned 
with  the  forceps  to  open  the  head„  fhe  was  taken 
w?ith  another  violent  convulfion . He  ran  up  to 
the  bed,  and  the  ftrenglh  of  the  fit  delivered  the 
child.  During  his  extrafting  the  placenta,  which 
adhered  very  ftrongly  to  the  fundus  uteri , file  lay 
altogether  ftupid  and  fenfelefs  ; and  notwithftand- 

ing 
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mg  the  convulfions  did  not  continue  more  than 
half  an  hour,  did  not  recover  her  fenfes  in 
lefs  than  five  or  fix  hours  after.  There  was  one 
misfortune  that  had  like  to  have  happened,  which 
our  Author  thinks  proper  to  mention,  by  way  of 
caution  to  others  ; and  that  was  : As  the  patient 
complained  of  ficknefs  juft  as  fhc  was  out  of 
breath  at  the  going  off  of  a pain,  a woman  held 
a bottle  of  volatile  drops  to  her  nofe,  and  acci- 
dentally let  them  run  into  that  and  her  mouth,  fo 
that  he  declares  he  never  expe&ed  fhe  would 
have  breathed  again.  However  trifling  this  ob- 
fervation  may  feem,  our  Author  affures  his  reader, 
that  a certain  drunken  man-midwife,  in  that 
county,  had  the  misfortune  to  pour  drops  in  this 
manner  down  the  noftrils  and  mouth  of  a pa- 
tient, who  expired  in  the  utmoft  agony,  rubbing 
and  tearing  her  mouth  and  noftrils,  but  never 
was  able  to  breathe  any  more.  He  further 
obfcrves,  that  if  we  confider  the  fupine  pof- 
ture  of  women  in  labour,  we  may  be  fufficiently 
apprifcd  how  eafily  fuch  an  accident  of  the  drops, 
Ynjen  applied  to  their  noftrils,  running  into  them, 
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may  happen  : for  which  reafon,  ever  flnce  the 
above  accident,  he  has  taken  care  to  let  no  vola- 
tile  drops,  but  falls  only,  be  applied  to  the  nofe 
In  cafes  of  midwifery. — Dr.  Sigault,  Phyfician 

at  Paris  has  lately  experienced  good  effe&s  from 

* 

the  external  ufe  of  cold  wTater  in  a cafe  where 
the  progrefs  of  labour  was  retarded  by  violent 
convulfions . Upon  throwing  a pail- full  of  water 
(in  which  ice  had  been  previoufly  diffolved)  on 
the  patient,  the  fpafrns  inftantly  fubfided,  and 
the  os  uteri  foon  began  to  dilate.  By  a few  repe- 
titions of  this  application,  the  convulfions  were 
entirely  removed,  and  the  os  uteri  in  a fhort  time 
was  fufficiently  open  to  allow  of  the  introdu£lioti 
of  the  forceps,  with  which  the  patient  was  deli- 
vered of  a dead  child. — Dr.  Bland,  Phyfician 
and  Man-midwife  to  the  Westminster  General 
Difpenfary,  in  the  London  Medical  Journal, 
for  November  1781,  fe&ion  2d,  has  given  us 
four  Cafes  of  convulfions  during  parturition, 
which  fell  under  his  care.  See  alfo  Cafes  xxxvii, 
xlvi.  and  1.  of  this  Work. 


CASE 
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CASE  CLXI. 

T HE  unfortunate  fubjeft  of  this  Article  was 
the  wife  of  John  Long  ley,  a day-labouring  man 
in  the  parifh  of  Ryarsh,  near  this  Town.  She 
had  been  eight  times  pregnant,  was  of  a Icuco - 
phlegmatic  habit,  and  weakly  conflitution,  al- 
ways fubjeft  to  painful  menflruation  ; and  al- 
though llie  had  generally  differed  more  than 
ufual  in  the  fir fl  and  fecond  clafs  ofdifeafes  con- 
fequent  upon  gcflation,  her  labours  had  always 
happily  terminated  in  a favourable  manner, 
though  generally  tedious  and  lingering.  Early 
in  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  March  laft,  die 
was  attacked  with  pains  in  the  belly,  groins,  and 
thighs  ; and  a junior  Pra&itioner,  whofe  afTi fi- 
ance had  been  befpoke,  wras  fent  for  ; who,  after 
waiting  fomc  time,  judged  the  pains  to  be  fpuri- 
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ous,  gave  her  an  opiate,  and  for  the  prefent  left 
her.  In  the  morning  of  the  following  day  he 
was  again  fent  for ; and,  upon  examination, 
found  the  mucus  defeending,  the  os  internum  wide- 
ly dilated,  the  membranes  ruptured,  and  the  nates 
prefenting.  He  therefore,  very  properly,  fub- 
mitted  the  delivery  to  Nature,  till  the  child  was 
advanced  as  far  as  the  thorax  ; when  the  feet 
were  brought  down,  and  he  endeavoured  to  con- 
du&  the  birth  as  is  ufual  in  footling  cafes : but 
by  all  the  efforts  he  could  devife  or  think  of,  he 
was  not  able  to  deliver  the  head,  which  continued 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis , with  the  face  to  the 
facrum . Fearing  he  fhould  feparate  the  head  from 
the  body,  notwithflanding  his  repeated  endea- 
vours .to  deliver,  he  had  prudently  avoided  too 
much  pulling  force.  In  this  fituation  the  Cafe 
reded  till  four  o’clock  the  next  morning  ; when 
the  weaknefs  of  the  patient,  and  his  apprehen- 
fions  for  her  fafety,  induced  him  to  fend  for  me  ; 
to  whom  he  related  the  particulars  of  the  Cafe, 
with  much  precifon  and  accuracy,  and  with 
that  becoming  compofure  and  deadinefs  which 

would 
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would  have  done  honour  to  an  older 
Practitioner.  We  confented  to  alter  the  polt- 
tion  of  the  woman  ; and  I,  ineffectually,  in 
almofl  every  poflure  we  could  think  of.  went 
over  the  fame  grounds  as  he  had  done  before 
me,  taking  all  the  care  that  we  poffibly  could, 
not  to  feparate  the  head  from  the  body  ; but  my 
hands  and  arms  becoming  cramped  and  tired,  I 
gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  birth  was  retarded 
by  an  hydro  cep  halous  head — to  which  conje&ure 
he  acceded  , and  tne  danger  of  the  poor  woman 
becoming  every  minute  more  obvious,  we  agreed 
to  call  in  a third  Surgeon,  to  whom  we  related 
the  particulars  ; and  he  agreed  with  us  in  the 

i 

probability  of  the  impediment  being  caufed  by 
the  hydrocephalus.  Several  ineffeCiual  trials  again 
took  place  ; when,  upon  confutation,  diminifli- 
ing  the  head  was  thought  of : but  as  it  was  fuu- 
ated  too  high  to  pioceed  with  propriety,  we 
agreed  to  place  the  woman  in  an  half-fitting  and 
half-lying  podure,  and  introduce  one  blade  of 
the  forceps,  with  the  right  hand,  as  high  up  as 
poffible,  to  prefs  upon  the  contents  of  the  peri- 
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cranium , wliilft  the  left  was  applied  in  fixing  the 
blunt  hook  on  the  oppofite  fide  ; and  in  this 
manner,  after  much  mufcular  exertion,  the  head 
was  brought  down  and  delivered  with  its  contents 
whole  and  unruptured.  From  the  excoriation  of 
the  cuticle,  and  general  livid  appearance,  we 
judged  the  child  to  have  been  dead  fome  time. 
The  poor  woman  was  fo  much  exhaufted  by  the 
length  and  difficulty  of  her  labour,  that  although 
no  flooding  or  convulfions  enfued.  fhe  was  feized 
with  deliquia , and  died  in  an  hour  and  a half 
after  the  birth  of  the  child. — The  hydrocephalus , 
though  a difeafe  well  known,  is  happily  not  very 
common.  Of  1923  children,  only  two  had  a 
dropfy  of  the  head  ; as  appears  by  the  Record  of 
the  Midwifery  Department  of  the  Westminster 
Difpenfary,  given  by  Dr.  Bland,  Vol.  iii,  No.  2, 
of  the  Medical  Journal. — A Plate  reprefent- 
ing  the  Child  is  hereunto  annexed.  Its  defc-rip- 
tion  is  as  follows  : Fig,  I.  fliews  a lateral  and 
front  view  of  the  hydrocephalous  Child,  as  de- 
fcribed  below,  with  its  dimenfions.  Fig.  2. 
fhews  the  front  view  of  its  face  and  head.  Fig.  3. 

fliews 
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fliews  the  curvature  of  the  fpine,  with  a larsre 
carious  ulcer  as  it  appeared  when  born. 

The  head  refemblcd  a large  bladder  filled  with 
water;  or  rather,  a large  oval,  not  unlike  a 
lady  s calafh  (with  parallels  falling  backwards 
and  forwards,  fomewhat  like  the  whale-bone 

i 

hoops  which  fupport  that  kind  of  head-drefs), 
and  terminating  at  the  chin  in  an  acute  angle. 
Its  latitude  in  front  was  ten  inches  and  three 
quarters  : the  length  of  the  face,  from  chin  to 
forehead,  three  inches  and  one-eigluh.  Laterally, 
from  temple  to  temple,  it  mealured  three  inches 
and  three-eighths  ; from  chin  to  vertex , eleven 
inches  and  five-eighths  : from  the  os  fronhs  to  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  twenty  inches  and  a half. 
The  total  circumference  of  the  head  was  twenty- 
four  inches  and  one-eighth,  and  confecjuently 
the  futures  were  expanded  in  a proportionate  de- 
gree. The  protuberance  of  the  eyes  was  fo 
great  (occasioned  by  the  propulfion  of  the  waters 
contained  in  the  cranium) , that  they  appeared 
ready  to  burfl  from  their  Sockets.  The  mouth 
Vol.II.  Nn 
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was  open,  and  widely  diftended : the  Jcrotum 
livid,  and  enlarged  ; and  the  fpine  diflorted,  as  in 
the  Print,  with  a large  deep  carious  ulcer  pene- 
trating into  the  vertebra  dorji . The  cuticle  peeled 
off  to  the  touch,  and  the  child  appeared  to  have 
been  dead  Tome  days.  In  ail  the  other  parts  of 
its  body,  the  foetus  had  its  natural  proportions. 


the  end  of  the  second  volume. 
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